the 


I 

r 


•  In  'which  is  fet  forth , 

His  Toarnsy  from  St.John  Jc  Viva  to  Mexico,  with  a  Description  ot 
that  great  City  as  in  former  Times,  and  at  prefent ;  as  alio  his  Travels 
through  many  other  Parts  of  New-Spain’,  with  an  Account  of  thpr 
Government,  Cattles,  Ports,  and  Commodities ;  as  alfo  their  ecc.e- 
fiaftical  State,  in  which  the  lafeivious  Intrigues,,  and  wicked  Lives  o  . 
the  Jefuits  and  Friars  in  thofe  Parts,  and  their  grand  Impcfiuons  upon 
the  poor  ignorant  Natives,  are  truly  delineated. 

To  which  is  added. 

The  Policy,  Manners,  Behaviour,  Arts  and  Sciences,  religious  Rites  and 
Ceremonies,  Feafts  and  Solemnities  of  the  native  Indians. 

\  Concluding  with 

The  wonderful  Conveffion  of  the  Author  to  the  Proteftant  Religion  * 
his  Efcape  from  the  Spaniards,  in  South -America’,  his  Return  to 
■England,  his  native  Country ;  and  the  Reception  he  met  with  there 
by  his  Relations,  after  an  Abfence  of  four-and-twenty  Yeats. 

To  be  publifhed  Monthly  in  the  New  American  Magazine. 

Woodbridge,  in  New-Jerfey : 

Printed  and  Sold  bp  James  Parker,  1 7*3. 


INTRODUCTION. 


THAT  our  undertaking  may  anfwer  the  defign  of'a  MAGAZINE, 
it  ought  to  be  j-udicioufly  fupply’d  with  fuch  different  pieces  of 
polite  literature,  as  may.be  the .jpqft  edifying,  as  well  as  entertaining  and 
diverting  to  our  readers  ;  and  therefore  we  have  thought  proper  to  alter 
the  firft  part  of  our  plan  thus  far,  that  the  firft  and  fecond  half-fheets  of 
eat  h  number,  fhall  contain  ‘j  he  hijlory  of  the  northern  continent  of  America  j 
and  the  third  half-Afeet'v  under  the  title  of  The  Traveller,  fhall  be  referved 
lor  a  colleflion  of  the  mofl:  curious  and  authentic  voyages  and  travels  by 
fca  and  land,  which  have  been  puBlifhed  in  any  age.  And  we  fhall  firft 
begin  with  the  voyages  and  travels  of  Mr.  Thomas  Gagb,  to  the  Spaniffir 
Weft-Indies,  and  thro’  the  main  continent  of  Seutb-America.  This 
gentleman-  was  a  branch  At  the  noble  Family  of  the  Gage’s  in  England* 
and  his  father  Being  a  ftrenuous  Roman-catholick,  fent  his  fon,  whilft 
very  young,  to  be  educated  in  a  convent  of  Dominicans  at  Xeres  in  -Spain  : 

1  his  young  gentleman  had  a  flrong  oppofition  to  fome  of  the  chief  tenet3 
of  the  church  of  Rome,  and  his  father  infilling  upon  his  entriag  into  the 
order  of  jefuits,  which  (having  been  educated  a  dominican  friar)  he 
mortally  hated;  he  was  continually  premeditating  his  efcape  from  the 
convent,  and  return  to  England ;  but  finding  it  impracticable,  being 
ttriftly  watch’d  by  order  of  his-  father,  he  refolved  to  enter  himfelf  a 
miitionary  friar  to  Spantjh  America,  in  which  fervice  he  remained  twelve 
years,  travelling  three  thoufand  three  hundred  miles  within  the  main 
land  of  America.  His  hiftory  (wrote  by  himfelf,  and  which  bore  four  edi¬ 
tions  in  the  laft  century,  being  now  out  of  print)  gives  the  trued;  and 
molt  particular  account  of  the  fouthern  continent  of  America,  of  any 
that  ever  was  pubiifhed  either  by  the  Spaniards  or  others  ;  for  as.thtf 
author  was  himfelf  a  Roman-catholick  miffionary,  and  the  duty  of  rhti 
Office  was  the  converfion  of  the  Indians  to  Chriflianity,  he  muft  of 
neceffity  travel  amongft  them,  and  therefore  had  (as  he  himfelf  obferves) 
|he  faireft  opportunity,  by  viewing  the  records  of  thofe  times,  as  well  as 
By  oral  tradition,  of  giving  the  beft  and  moft  authentick  account  of 
thofe  wonderful  people  the  ancient  Mexicans ,  and  of  their  government, 
manners,  laws  and  cuftoms,  arts  and  fciences,  trade  and  manufactures. 
Neither  could  he  be  a  itranger  to  the  intrigues,  -  manners  and  behaviour 
pf  his  fellow  miffionaries,  the  jefuits  and  friars,  of  which  he  gives  a 
peculiar  definition,  with  diverting  and  curious  comments.  As  this  hiftory 
therefore  contains  many  furprizing  particulars  not  mentioned  by  any 
other  authors,  and  may  be  of  ule  in  forming  a  comparifon  of  the  diffe¬ 
rent  difpofitions  of  the  Northern  and  Southern  natives  of  America  in 
their  natural  capacities,  we  conceive  it  will  be  edifying  as  well  as  enter¬ 
taining  to  our  readers,  who  by  this,  method  will  be  furnilh’d  with  a 
complete  Hiftory  of  both  the  Southern  and  Northern  Continent  of 
AMERICA. 
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PART  I. 


CHAP.  I. 

An  Account  of  the  Author,  Mr.  Thomas  Gagi  ;  his  Education  in  a  fir.  - 
vent  at  Xeres  in  Spain;  and  of  his  entering  himfelf  a  ‘MiJfionary Ffitir 
to  the  Philippine  IJlands  :  The  Method  of  procuring  and  fending  Mifjdmt  is 
the  Eaft  W  Weft-indies  ;  and  an  Account  of  the  Mijfons  fent  thither  ik 
the  Year  1 62£. 

‘y'vTVINE  providence  hath  hitherto  fo  ordered  my  hfe,  that  for  th<? 
1  J  greateft  part  thereof  I  have  lived  (as  it  were)  in  exile  from  my  na¬ 
tive  country.  My  education  in  the  Romifh  religion,  and  in  foreign 
univerlities  ;  and  my  entering  early  into  monaftical  orders,  have  chiefly 
contributed  to  this  melancholy  ftateof  life  :  Twelve  years  of  which  have 
been  wholly  difpofed  of  in  that  part  of  America  called  Ihyo-Spapn,  and 
the  places  adjacent.  The  great  mercies  I  have  received  by  divine  prtv 
vidence,  in  my  voyages  and  travels,  have  induced  me 
I  ought  not  to  hide  my  talent  in  the  earth,  or  conceal  my  light  under  a 
bulhel,  but  that  I  fhould  impart  to  the  publick,  the  observations  J  tpade 
in  this  new-difcovered  world,  and  what  I  know  to  be  true.  1  o  jny 
pountrymen  of  England,  therefore  I  dedicate  my  hiilory,  defiling  their 
kind  acceptance  of  this  plain  and  faithful  relation,  in  which  Twill  of Tep 
nothing  but  what  fhall  arifp  from  my  own  particular  obferyations, 

'  The  policy  of  Rome  hath  blinded  and  deceived  many  of  the  European 
kingdoms  ;  and  is  now  endeavouring  with  great  earneflnefs  and  indefa¬ 
tigable  induftry  to  play  the  fame  game  in  Afici  and  America.  Is  u  not 
admirable,  that  at  this  day,  in  America  only,  the  Pope’s  authority  .and 
power  is  extended  to  as  many  countries  as  all  Europe  contains,  v,  herein 
no  religion,  but  a  blind  obedience  and  fubmiffion  to  the  fee  of  kf-nu,  is 
admitted  of  !  the  king  pf  Spain  glorying,  that  he  hath  received  far  grea¬ 
ter  power  from  the  Pope  over  thole  kingdoms  than  any  other  princes  c^f 
'Europe  have  enjoyed  from  him.  For  fince  the  firft  conqueft  of  America 
by  the  Spaniards,  the  Pope,  with  a  politick  view,  hath  granted  the  HfJr 
India  iilands,  and  the  fouthern  continent  of  America,  by  a  ipecial  title, 
fo  the  kihgs  of  Spain,  ftiling  them,  El  P atrimonio  Real,  T  he  xloyaj  l  a- 
trimony,  tho’  with  this  fpecial  fervice  annexed,  that  his  cathoiick  n.a- 
•jefty  lhall  maintain  and  fupport  the  preaching  of  the  gofpel  there  by 
friars,  priefts,  and  jefuits,  with  all  thofe  erroneous  codtrines  which  tepw 

to  the  advancement  of  the  Pope’s  glory  and  authority. 

Policy  having  thus  opened  the  way  for  his  holinefs  s  advancing  his  in- 
fereft  in  thefe  American  parts,  and  the  whole  charge  thereof  being  laicj. 
upon  the  crown  of  Spain,  by  the  tempting  bait  of  the  honour  of  a  royai 
patrimony,  with  power  over  the  clergy  in  New- Spain,  the  Pope  annually 
>  '  *  •  s  charge? 
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changes  the  king  of  Spain  with  troops  of  jefuits  and  friar*  to  be  convey’4 
thither  ;  and  inftead  of  antient  difcreet  men,  they  fend  young  volun- 
tiersy  friars*  mendicants,  prieft3,  and  monks,  wfyo  are  obliged  tp  con¬ 
tinue  upon  this  miffion  ten  years,  the  whole  to  be  maintained  by  the 
king  of  Spain  ;  and  of  thefe  there  are  many  thou fands  at  this  day,  preach¬ 
ing  about  in  the  Sfanijh  dominions  in  America. 

' .  As  ali  the  kingdoms  of  South- America,  which  have  been  conquered  by 
the  Spaniards,  are  divided  into  temporal  governments,  fo  there  are  like- 
wife  feveral  fpiritual  jurifdiftions  amongft  them,  under  the  name  of  pro-4 
’Vinces,  belonging  to  divers  religious  orders  and  their  provincials.  Theff 
live  in  dependency  and  fubordination  to  the  court  of  Rome,  and  are 
obliged  to  fend  thither  a  drift  account  and  relation  of  their  fucceffes  in 
the  minjflry,  as  alfo  the  mad  remarkable  paflages  which  happen  sjmongft 
them.  In  South- America  there  are  the  following  provinces,  n  ix..  Mexico , 
Mt  choc,  can,  Guaxaca,  Chiapa,  Guatemala,  Camajagua,  Nicaragua,  fcV, 
Each  of  thefe  provinces  hath  a  head  named  thp  Provincial,  cholen- 
pVdry  three  years  at  a  provincial  chapter  ;  at  which  chapter,  by  the  con- 
fent  of  all  that  meet,  they  name  a  Procurator  or  Diffinitor.  Thefe  pro¬ 
curators  are  to  attend  the  general  chapter  in  Europe ,  held  in  Italy.  France 
or  Spain,  where  they  are  to  give  an  account  of  the  date  of  the  province 
from  which  they  are  fent,  to  a(k  fuch  favours  as  that  province  may  ((and 
in  need  of,  and  to  defire  a  number  of  young  prieds  tp  fuccced  the  old 
<5nes  whofe  time  of  fervice  may  be  expired.  Thefe  credentials  being  read 
in  the  general  chapter,  letters  patent  are  then  granted  to  the  Procurator 
from  the  general  or  prefident  of  the  chapter,  condituting  him  his  vicar- 
general  for  fuch  a  province,  fetting  forth  the  great  pains  he  hath  taken 
in  the  new-planted  Indian  church,  and  his  great  capacity  and  ability  of 
coriduftitig  a  miffion  to  thofe  parts,  of  fuch  clergymen  who  (hall  offer 
themfelves  for  the  propagation  of  chridianity  amongd  the  Heathens,; 

3  he  Procurator  then  goes  to  Rome,  and  prefents  his  letters  patent  (toge¬ 
ther  with  a  prefent  of  a  (mall  wedge  of  gold,  a  bo?f  of  pearls,  fome  ru¬ 
bles  or  diamonds,  a  ched  of  cochineal,  fome  boxes  of  chocolate,  anfl 
fome  curious  feather-works  of  Mechoacan )  to  the  Pope  j  who  thereupon: 
grants  him  a  bull,  decreeing  him  the  pope's  commiffary  ;  and  thus  this 
mendicant  friar  is  enabled  to  enter  all  the  cloiders  of  his  profeffion  in 
Spain,  to  pick  up  young  preachers,  who,  for  their  better  encourage^ 
mem,  upon  entering  themfelves  miffionaries,  are,  by  his  holinefs’s  au¬ 
thority,  abfolved  from  all  their  pad  fins,  and  from  the  purgatory,  due 
ento  them,  by  a  plenary  indulgence:  And  whofoever  (hall  oppofe,  of 
any  ways  difeourage  the  Pope’s  commiffary  in  the  profecution  of  thii 
miffion,  are  ipfofa&o  excommunicated.  You  could  not  forbear  fmiling  to 
fee  how  the  young  birds,  encaged-  within  the  walls  of  a  cloider,  will 
leap  and  cherifh  themfelves  with  the  hopes  of  liberty  upon  the  arrival  of 
this  cOnimidary  ;  and  how  fome  disorderly  friars,  who  have  been  iirtt 
^jtifdned  for  Scaling  their  cloider  walls  by  night  in  purfuit  of  harlots'], 
yvbfTejoice  at  the  thoughts  of  plenary  indulgence,  freeing  them  from 
fins  pad,  and  fitting  them  for  the  converfion  of  fouls.  ’Tis  true,  I  have 
-nOR’n  fome  few  of  thefe  Indian  miffionaries  of  fober  lives  and  good  con- 
•Veifation  ;  but  l  Will  aver,  without  wronging  the  church  of  Rome,  that 
'■  9di  ms  Wiiozodj 
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three  parts  of  them  -are  of  lewd  behaviour,  and:  who. have  been  often 
punilhed  by  their  fuperiors  for  wilful  back 'Hiding  from  that  obedience 
they  formerly  vowed.  In  a  word,  luft  and  liberty,  under  the  cloak  ofr 
piety  and  converfion  of  fom»s,  draw  many  friars  (moll;  commonly  the; 
younger  fort)  to  thofe  remote  American  parts :  (one  inftanpe  of  whic&f 
I  will  relate  of  my  own  knowledge,)  Father  John  Navarro,  of  .the.  or~ 
der  of  Frond /cans,  having  in  a  lay-habit,  kept  company  with  a  woman - 
player  in  Spain  for  the  fpace  of  a  year,  and  fearing  adifcovery,  entered 
himfelfin  a  million  to  Guatimala,  in  the  year  1632,  whilft  l  was  there  ;* 
On  his  arrival,  he  was  made  mailer  and  reader  of  divinity,  upon  account- 
of  his  great  learning.  In  the  year  1635,  upon  St.  James's  day  (for  bet¬ 
ter  memory  of  the  tragical  event)  a  Spanijh  gentleman  of  fome  figure, 
furprized  Father  Navarro  in  bed  with  his  wife,  and  in  the  very 
adultery  ;  the  Spaniard  immediately  drew  his  fvvord,  and  gave  the  priefj?> 
feveral  deep  cuts  in  the  bead  and  face,  but  mifs’d  his  intended  mqrtal 
ftroke,  by  Navarro's  fudden  efcape  ;  however,  the  injured  hufband  inr? 
mediately  cut  his  wife's  throat,  and  then  retired  to  clofe  fandluary. Na~ 
t varro  was  carried  to  a  convent  to  be  cured  ;  after  which  he  was  banilhed 
the  country  ;  and  two  years  afterwards  I  faw  him  at  Carthagena,  on  his 
return  to  Spain  ;  his  face  was  then  frightfully  fcarrify’d,  and  thereby  he 
will  always  bear,  in  full  view,  a  wretched  memento  of  that  fatal  lafcmoust 
adl.  ;  ■  >'jy 

In  the  Year  1625,  there  were  four  millions  fent  to  America  and  thft 
Philippine  illands  ;  viz.  one  of  Francifcans  to  jucatan,  another  of  Mircei 
pariun s  to  Mexico,  and  two  of  Dominicans  and  Jefuits  to  the  Philippines.!; 
At  this  time  I  refided  among  the  Dominicans  in  a  convent  at  Xeres  in 
Avdalufta.  The  Pope’s  commifiary  for  one  of  thefe  millions  was  friar 
Mattheo  de  la  villa,  who  had  a  commiflion  for  thirty,  of  which  he  had 
engaged  twenty-four  in  and  about  Madrid.  This  commifiary  appointed 
fpi^!i  Antonio  Calvo,  to  be  his  fubllitute,  with  orders  for  him  to  vifit  the 
clpilters  of  Andalufia,  namely,  Cordova,  Sevil,  St.  Lucar,  and  Xeres y 
and  there  to  endeavour  to  make  up  his  compliment  of  thirty  miffionar-ies, 
which  he  foon  compleated.  About  the  end  of  May  father  Calvo  came  to 
Xeres,  and  in  his  company  was  one  Antonio  Melendez,  of  the  college  of 
St.  Gregory  in  Valladolid ,  with  whom  I  had  formerly  a  particular  acquain¬ 
tance  and  friendlhip :  Melendez  rejoiced  greatly  to  find  me  in  the  convent; 
and  being  well  ftock’d  with  Spani/h  pilloles,  the  firlt  night  of  his  arrival 
he  invited  me  to  his  chamber  to  an  elegant  fupper.  The  rich-.Xeres  fack 
foon  warmed  my  friend’s  breall,  and  his  whole  difcourfe  turned  upon 
converting  the  heathens  to  chriftianity  ;  in  which  he  omitted  no  argu¬ 
ments  to  induce  me  to  accompany  him  in  that  pious  undertaking,  which 
he  aflured  me  was  apoftolical ;  and  that  if  we  fuffer’d  martyrdom  in  the 
propagation  of  the  gofpel,  we  fhould  be  canonized  by  the  Pope,  and 
made  collateral  with  the  apoflies  in  Heaven  ;  then  he  endeavoured  to 
tempt  tne  with  temporal  pleafures,  telling  me,  that  the  ftreets  of  the 
Indian  to*wns  were  paved  with  gold  and  filver;  that  the  ftones  were  moftly 
pearls,  rubies,  and  diamonds  ;  that  the  woods  abounded  with  all  forts  df 
fragrant  fpices,  fuch  as  nutmegs,  cloves,  mace  and  cinnamon  ;  and  ill 
ftiort,  that  it- was  aland  flowing-with  milk  and  honey,  .abounding  with 
•the  ifineli  chocolate  and  the  fweeteft  fwgars,  Supper 
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Sypper  jbeing  endec,  Melendex  defired  to  know  how  my  heart  flood 
a&e&ed  to  this  journey,  folemnly  protcfting,  that  he  Ihould  not  enjoy  9 
quiet  nights  reft  until  he  was  fully  fatisfted  of  my  refolution  to  accom¬ 
pany  him! ,  He  then  prefen  ted  me  with  bajf  a  dozen  piftoks,  afluring 
me ;  that  I  Ihould  want  for  pp thing,  and  that  the  next  morning  father 
Caluo  Ihould  furnilh  me  with  whatfoevet  money  Was  nece^ry  to  pur 
j^afe  convenlencies  for  my  {upper  band  comfort  in  fo  long  and  tedious 
a  journey.  I  anfwered  Mtitnde *,  that  fudden  rcfolutior.s  might  produce 
fo t d ire  grief  and  forrow  ;  and  therefore  lor  that  night  I  would  upon  my 
jiiliow  confult  with  myflplf  concerning  his  propofnion,  affuring  him  at 
the  fame  lipfe,  that  for  his  fake  I  would  do  much,  and  that  if  I  fhoirfd 
refolve  to  accompany  him,  my  refolution,  I  was  well  perfuaded,  would 
engage  another  in  the  fame  fervice,  an  Irijh  friar,  named  Thomas  DcUbn. 

I  took  my  leave  of  Melendez',  and  retired  to  my  chamber  and, 
bed,  which  that  night  was  no  place  of  repofe  for  me.  For  though  the 
arguments  ofedby  Melendez,  &  id  not  move  me  much',  yet  the  Opportunity 
pf  Concealing  myfelf  from  the  fight  and  knowledge  of  my  deareft  rela¬ 
tions  and  friends,  had  a  great  effett,  upon  me,  fefrefhing  my  memory 
with  a  harfli  and  angry  letter,  which  not  long  before  I  had  received  from 
my  own  father  in  England ,  fxgnifying  unto  me  the  difpleafure  of  moll 
of  my  friends  and  kindred,  and  his  own  grievous  indignation  againft  me, 
becaufe  he  had  been  at  fo  much  care  and  e^pence  in  my  learning  and 
education,  and  I  not  only  lefufed  to  enter  into  the  vorder  of  jefuits, 
(Which  was  his  only  hopes)  but  had  proved  in  my  affedions  a  deadly  fo? 
and  enemy  to  that  fociety ;  that  he  Ihould  have  thought  his  money  better 
fpCnt,  if  I  had  been  a  fcullion  in  the  college  of  jefuits,  than  if  I  fliould 
prove  a  general  in  the  order  of  dominicans ;  that  I  muft  entertain  nip 
hopes  of  ever  being  welcome  to  my  brothers  or  relations  in  England,  or 
even  to  hhn  himfelf ;  that  I  mull  never  expedt  to  hear  from  him  again, 
nor  dare  to  fee  him}  that  if  I  returned  home,  he  would  fet  the  jefuits.  upon 
me  (whom  I  had  oppofed  and  deferred)  to  chafe  me  out  of  my  native 
country  ;  and  that  I  Ihould  never  receive  a  farthing  advantage  from  alj 
the  eftate  he  then  enjoy’d. 

I  was  yet  very  young;  and  the  thoughts  of  being  thus  abandoned  by 
^ill  my  friends  and  relations,  occafioned  many  melancholy  reflections ; 
Serious  ftudies  and  ripenefs  of  learning,  joined  to  a  Careful  difeuffion 
pf  fome  fchool  points  and  controverfies,  had  imbibed  in  me  a  ftrong  opr 
pofition  to  moft  of  the  principal  tenets  of  the  church  of  Rome  ;  and  I 
penfldered  with  myfelf,  that  if  I  flay’d  in  the' convent,  when  my  flu  dies 
were  fully  finilhed,  the  dominicans,  by  the  Pope’s  Mandamus,  would 
fend  me  home  as  a  miffionary  to  my  native  country,  where  1  muft  en¬ 
counter  many  difficulties;  the  frowns  and  menaces  of  a  wrathful  father; 
the  threats  and  infults  of  a  fiery  and  furious  bigotted  brother,  a  colonel 
|n  the  army,  joined  with  the  fubtle  plots  and  intrigue?  of  the  jefuits,  who, 
by  the  great  intereft  they  then  had  at  court,  with  friends  hr  power,  would 
KOt  fail  to  chafe  me  like  a  hunted  deer  from  covert  to  covert,*  till  they 
Jiad  run  me  to  death,  or  obliged  me  to  fly  for  my  life  to  fome  foreign 
country.  Thefe  confiderations  co-operating  with  an  earneft  defiie  of 
yiewiag  the  wonderful  works  of  the  creation  in  this  new-difeovered 
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end  the  farther  fpirUual  knowledge  which  might  -ife  Required  by 
inipedling  the  Hate  of  the  new-planted  church,  and  of  the  church-plan* 
ters, lives  and  conventions  in  thofe  parts,  induced  me  to  forma  favour* 
able  opinion  of  my  friend.,  Melendezs  ptopolals  ;  Whefeiore,  after  a 
whole  night’s  contemplation,  during  which  time  inward  tf rife  and  debate, 
would  not  permit  me  to  clofe  my  eyes,  at  the  approach  of  day,  my  reft* 
Hs  mind  formed  a  firm  and  fettled  refolution.to  -Jifu  Amenca,  where. £ 
might  remain  until  my  angry  father’s  death,  add  in  hopes  to  obtain  fropy 
the  rich  mines  of  Potojt, fuch  a  fortune  as  might  counterpoife  that  child’s 
part,  which  for  detefting  the  four-corner’d  cap  of  the  jefuits,  my  father; 

had  deprived  me  of.  .  ,  A- 

Accordingly  the  next  day  I  went  in  company  with  my  Irijh  friend* 
Witic  Deleon,  to  dice  with  Melendez*,  when  we.  allured  him  of. our  Heady 
refolution  to  accompany  him  in  this  million.  At  which  he  greatly  rer 
Voiced,  and  after  dinner  we  were  both  prefented  to  father  Calm ,  the. bald- 
pate  fuperior,  who  immediately  embraced  us  with  a  pretended  great 
extafy,  promiftng  us  many  courtefies  in  the  way  j  and  at  the  fame  ump 
(hewed  us  a  bill  of  fareor  memorandums  of  the  dainties  he  had  prepared 
for  the  voyage,  what  varieties  of  flelh  and  filh,  how  many  Iheep,  hogs, 
fat  fowls,  gammons  of  bacon,  barrels  of  white  bi&et,  and  jars  of  deli- 
Cate  wine,  what  (lore  of  rice,  figs,  olive3,  capers,  raifins,  lemons,  four 
and  fweet  oranges,  pomgranates,  preferves,  conferves,.  and  all  for ts^  of 
Portugal  fweetmeats :  For  notwithftanding  their  pretended  mortification^ 
ho  people  in  the  world  fare  more  delicioufly,  or  feed  upon  greater  dain¬ 
ties  than  the  priefts  of  the  church  of  Rome .  The  fuperior  then  promised 
that  he  would  make  us  mailers  of  arts  and  divinity  :  He  next,  opened 
his  purfe,  and  gave  us  money  freely  to  fpend  in  J(erej,  and  to  carry  us  to 
Cadiz  ;  and  laftly  bellowed  upon  us  the  holy  father’s  benediftion,  that 
ho  mifehief  might  befall  us  in  our  way.  , 

.Faster  Calvo  being,  apprehenfive,  that  love  of  fome,  of  the  nuns,  (tpq 
powerful  with  Spanijb  friars)  might  retard  our  intended  journey,  with. 
Cunning  policy  perfuaded  us  to  depart  from  Ji feres  the  next  morning, 
promifing  to  fend  our  chefts  and  books  after  tis }  which  we  willingly 
Complied  with  ;  and  accordingly  Melendez,  and  a  Spanijb  friar  of  Xeres, 
with  Thomas  Deleon  and  myfelf,  mounted  upon  little  boricoes  or  affes, 
rode  like  fo  many  Spanijb  dons  towards  Port  St.  Mary's,  where  we  ar¬ 
rived  in  the  evening.  Don  Frederique  de  ‘Toledo,  the  governor  there,, 
hearing  of  the  arriyal  of  four  Indian  apoftles,  ,and  unwilling  to  lofe  the 
opportunity  of  fbme  foul  fanflification,  which  he  expedted  from  us, en¬ 
tertained  us  .that  night  with  z.  ftately  fupper,  in  which  no  cofts  were 
fpared,  not  doubting  but  that  by  receiving  four  prophets,  he  ftiould  re¬ 
ceive  a  fourfold  reward  hereafter.  The  galleys  and  vefiels  in  the  har¬ 
bour  faluted  ns  with  the  found  of  trumpets  and  other  mufick,  and  the 
people  thought  the  ftreets  blefiedby  our  walking  In  them,  willing  they 
might  enjoy  forae  reliques  from  us,  whom  they  beheld  as  appointed:  to 
martyrdom  for  the  fake  of  propagating  the  gofpel.  Supper  ended,  wo 
were  condudled  by  don  Frederique' s  gentleman  to  the  clp»fter  of  tee; 
Mm;mu  appointed, by  the. governor  for  our  lodging  that. night  »  where 
{ he  friars,  tcTlhew  their  brotherly  love,  waihed  otir  feet,  and  then 
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recommended  as  to  quiet  and  peaceable  reft.  The  next  morning*  after 
a  plentiful  breakfaft  bellowed  upon  us  by  thefe  poor  mendicant  friars., 
a  boat  was  prepared  for  us  by  the  governor,  who  ordered  his  gentlemen 
afore-mentioned  to  wait  upon  us  to  Cadiz. 

Upon  our  arrival  in  that  city  we  were  welcomed  by  our  fellow  mif- 
fionaries,  as  well  as  by  the  Pope’s  commilfary,  friar  Matthew  de  la  Villat 
who  falutea  us  with  the  Pope’s  plenary  indulgences  a  culpa  &  a panat 
wnereby  we  were  abfolved  from  all  former  fins,  and  from  any  punilh- 
ment  due  to  them.  Here  we  continued  in  daily  honour  and  eftimation, 
enjoying  all  the  pleafures  which  Cadiz  could  afford  us  by  fea  and  land* 
until  the  time  of  the  departure  of  the  fleet,  which  was  about  a  month. 
At  which  time  our  grand  apoftle,  friar  Matthew  de  la  Villa  ;  who,  we 
thought,  burned  with  the  zeal  of  martyrdom,  took  his  leave  of  us $ 
fhewing  us  his  holinefs’s  commiflion  to  appoint  fuch  fuperior  in  his  room 
as  he  Ihould  think  proper  ;  and  he  accordingly  appointed  father  Calvo  to 
be  fuperior  of  this  million,  and  returned  himfelf  to  Madrid ,  being  better 
pleafed  to  enjoy  a  bifhoprick  in  Spain  (as  we  afterwards  underftood)  than 
to  hazard  his  life  in  the  converfion  of  the  Indians.  His  departure  caufed 
a  great  murmuring  amongrt  us,  and  fo  much  difeomfited  two  of  our 
miflionaries,  that  they  privately  withdrew,  and  were  not  heard  of  after¬ 
wards.  But  the  reft  of  us  were  well  enough  pleafed  with  honelt  Calvo, 
who  was  efteemed  a  limple  ignorant  old  man,  with  whom  we  could 
be  free,  and  jeer  at  our  pleafure  ;  he  generally  appearing  more  like  a 
greafy  cook  (by  handling  his  fat  gammons  of  bacon)  than  the  Pope’s 
commilfary.  And  thus,  under  the  conduct  ofa  floven,  'was  this  grand 
apoftolical  miflion  to  be  convey’d,  firft  to  Mexico  in  New-Spain ,  and 
from  thence  to  Manila ,  the  capital  of  the  Philippine  iflands. 

CHAP.  II. 

The  Sailing  of  the  Fleet  from  Cadiz  for  America :  The  forrowful  Parting 
of  the  Friars  and  the  young  Nuns  on  that  Occafion  :  The  Arrival  of  the 
Fleet  at  Guadalupe,  where  they  came  to  an  Anchor  ;  and  fome  of  the 
Spaniards  going  alhore  upon  the  If  and,  were  attacked  by  the  Savages , 
and  fever  al  of  them  were  killed ,  wounded,  and  drowned ;  occafoned  ( as 
was  fuppofed J  by  the  Treachery  of  a  Mulatto  Chrifian,  who  bad  lived 
twelve  Years  amongji  the  Indians. 

UPON  the  firft  of  July,  1625,  in  the  afternoon,  Don  Carlos  deTbarra, 
admiral  of  the  galeons  which  then  lay  in  the  harbour  of  Cadiz , 
made  a  fignal  for  all  palfengers,  foldiers  and  Tailors,  to  be  on  board 
their  refpeftive  Ihips  early  the  next  morning.  The  loudeft  peal  of  thun¬ 
der  could  not  give  a  more  dreadful  Ihock  to  fome  of  our  young  amorous 
miflionaries,  than  the  warning-gun  fired  upon  this  occafion  ;  for  having 
enjoyed  great  privilege  and  liberty  during  their  abode  in  the  city  of  Cadiz , 
they  were  fo  much  intangled  with  the  love  of  the  young  nuns,  that  they 
could  not  bear  the  thoughts  of  departure.  Now  you  might  behold  them 
at  the  iron  gates  of  the  nunneries,  with  downcaft  eyes  and  demure  looks, 
taking  their  leave  of  thofe  young  tender  votaries,  who  witk  weeping 
e/cs,  prefented  the  young  friars  with  comfortable  cordials  againft  fea- 
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£bknefs,  afTwitlf  'finF  daps,  (liirts/  attcl  hand^erclirefs,'  mbfl  c'oVlon'fiy 
'Work'd/ ' ifbkcVis  of  their  love  and  tender  afledioti  :  Add  upon  this 
brdafro-ri  we  foih  another  of  ourcoifi.pany ,  one  {[\i\r'jforb?7  PitJoct'o,  Wiiofe 
heart  being  iniircly  devoted  fb’S'yoifri^  fr'ancifcaii  nun,  was'  riot  to ’Be 
■found  amo.iglt  his  fellovv  miffipriafies.' 

An  accident  Which  befel  me  the '‘morning  of  our  embarkcdion,  vvliich 
'waH  theiecond  of  July,  was  very  near  patting  an  end  to  my  voyage,  and 
to  all  my  golden  hopes  at  once;  for  early  that  morning  1  had  notice, 
that  father  Pablo  de  Coudfcs ,  an  old  crab- fac’d  Etiglijh  frfer,  waS  arrived 
at  Cadiz,  with  thl  duke  of  Medinas  letter  to  the 'governor,  ebmriKtndirlr 
hirh  to  make  a  ftriS  fearch  for  me,  and  to  bring  me  back  to  my  con  vend; 
for  that  it  was  the  king  of  Spain's  politive  orders,  that  ti'b  .Enc-l$j>m% 
'IhOuld  be  fent  upon  this  million,  having  a  country  of  their  5wh'  to  con¬ 
vert.  This  flrata£em Was  invented  by  this  ifl-natur’d  old  friar  to' fruff- 
rate  my  refolhtion-.,  and  hinder  my  embarkation  to  the  Indies  ;  in'whicji 
he  was  feconded  by  father  Diego  de  la  Pfoente,  then  provincial  of  C  C- 
tile,  who  haying  accompany ’d  count  Gondomar  to  England,  hadcoricnuT- 
'ed  a  familiar  acquaintance  and  frien'dlhip  'with  my  father  and  family’: 
from  this  father  Diego  I  receiv’d  a  flattering  letter,  wherein  that  fuperior 
made  me  many  kind  offers  of  preferment,  if  I  would  dc lift  from  m  y  jour- 
'ney,  and  return  to  him  to  CdJU'le.  Thefe  proceedings  put  me  into  the 
greatetl  dilbrcler  arid  confufion  imaginable  ;  1  was  a'lmoil  diflfadled  \vl{h 
the  thoughts  of  being  forced  back  to  Acres,  and  from  thence  to  be  fent *ja 
mifiionary  to  England,  upon  account  of  the  reafons  1  have  already  ofFer- 
ed.  In  this  diltrefs  1  applied  to  my  friend  Melendez,  who  (alwavs  quick 
at  invention)  immediately  convey’d  me  privately  on  board  our  relief, 
where  the  cooper,' without  the  knowledge  of  any  but  friends,  headed  nil*  v 
up  in  a  bilker  calk,  and  when  the  governor  of  Cadiz  came  on  board,  and 
made  a  ftrift  fearch  for  me,  ohr  fuperior  Cairo,  with  a  confidence  that 
would  have  outfaced  the  father  of  lies  himfelf,  politively  denied  my  bid¬ 
ing  on  board-,  afEfring  him,  that  \  was  Withdrawn,  and  could,.. not,  be 
found;  which  fall  affertion  was  true  enough,  for  no  one  would  ever  ex- 
peel  to  find  me  in  the  belly  of  a  hoglhead.  Tho’  my  fituadon  in  ray  new 
apartment  was  very  uneafy,  I  could  not  help  being  diverted  with  hearing 
the  difierent  cenitires  and  opinions  of  theperfons  on  board  relating  to  my 
concealment,  and  the  aflurance  and  perfeverance  of  my  trufty  fuperior, 
that  I  was  not  in  the  fh.ip  ;  as  aifo  my  being  turned  and  tumbled  .about 
hmonglt  the  other  calks  in  the  Uriel  fearch  which  the  officers  made  for  me, 
pndyvitb  the  uneafinefs  and  fretting  of  the  old  friar  Pqblo.  di Cendrh,  ’  at 
his’  dilappointment  of  not  finding  me  there.  At  length  they-  gas e  over  the 
Fearch  and  went  on  fhdre,  and  foun  after  1  perceived  the  velTel  was  under 
fail,  by  hearing  the  faiiorscry  out  a  dios  f  a  dios  !  and  the  people  from 
the  fli ore  anfvyeiing  huen  njlaei  !  buen  n.  idei  !  After  we  had  failed  a  little 
ditlance  from  the  itaibour,  the  calk  was  unheaded,  and  i  was  refeafed 
from  my  confinement,  my  adventure  affording  diverfion  and  paflihip 
enough  to  my  ft-ljow  mifiionaries  for  that  day. 

in  che  Ihip 'called  the  St.  Andrew,  was  the  marquefs  de  Seralvo  and  i,f$ 
tedy  ;  this  iroblepan  was  appointed  governor  of  M.-xico,  in  the  room’ o'fi 
the  count  de  Getvh,  who  had  been  obliged  to  retire  to  a  convent'  in 
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for  fear  of  the  common  people,  who  the  year  before  had  mutiny’d  againf$ 
him.  In  the  fame  ftijp  with  the  marquifs  went  don  Martin  de  Cariilo ,  a 
prieft,  anti  inquifttor  of  the  inquifition  of  Valladolid  :  he  was  fent  over 
as  viiitor- general  to  Mexico,  to  examine  into  the  aforefaid  mutiny  and 
infurredion  which  had  lately  happened  in  that  city,  upon  a  quarrel  be¬ 
tween  the  governor  and  the  archbilhop  (as  fhall  be  fully  related  after  - 
wards)  witft  full  commiffion  and  authority  to  imprifon,  banifh,  and  exe¬ 
cute  any  of  the  delinquents.  This  fleet,  confiding  of  thirty  three  fhips, 
was  convoy’d  as  far  the  gulph  called  Golfo  de  Yeguas,  by  eight  Spanijb  men 
of  war,  which  having  feen  us  fafe  through  the  gulf,  took  their  leave  or 
us,  and  returned,  to  Spain.  We  had  a  pleafant  voyage,  without  any 
jftorm,  but  many  calms  ;  and  we  made  the  firft  land,  being  an  ifland 
called  Dejeada ,  on  the  20th  day  of  Augujl.  Soon  after  which  we  alfo 
ditcovered  the  ifland  of  Marigalante ,  then  Dominica ,  and  laftly  Guadalupe, 
where  we  intended  to  water,  and  refrefh  ourfelves  Between  two  and 
three  o’clock  in  the  afternoon  we  came  to  a  fafe  road,  lying  before  the 
ifland,  where  we  caft  anchor. 

The  Indians  of  Guadalupe  do  yearly  e*peft  the  coming  of  the  Spanijb 
fleet,  and  reckoning  their  months  by  moons,  they  can  give  a  near  guefs 
at  the  time  of  their  arrival;  and  therefore  take  care  to  provide  fugar- 
canes,  plantains,  tortoifes,  and  fuch  like  provifion,  to  barter  with  the 
Spaniards,  for  pins,  needles,  knives,  and  other  fmall  haberdafhejy. 

We  were  furprifed  to  fee  thefe  people  naked,  omy  a  covering  about 
their  vvaft.es,  their  hair  hanging  down  to  the  middle  of  their  backs,  their 
faces  flafh’d  and  figured  in  a  ftrange  manner,  with  thin  plates  hanging  at 
their  nofes  like  hog-rings :  They  fawned  upon  ns  like  children,  making 
1'jgns  for  fuch  things  as  they  defired  ;  but  what  they  moft  thirfted  after 
was  our  wine,  and  with  drinking  but  a  moderate  cup  of  Spanijb  fack, 
they  would  prefentJy  kick  up  their  heels,  and  tumble  about  the  deck  like 

fo  many  fwine.  , 

The  next  morning  after  our  arrival,  moft  of  the  friars  wrent  on  ihore, 
and  having  hired  fome  of  the  Spaniards  to  wafti  our  cloaths,  we  walked 
about  the  ifland,  meeting  with  many  Indians,  who  gave  us  no  moleftation, 
but  offered  us  their  fruits  in  a  courteous  manner,  at  the  fame  time  beg¬ 
ging  any  little  toys  they  efpied  about  us.  We  ventur’d  alfo  to  go  to 
Tome  of  their  houfes,  which  flood  by  a  pleafant  river,  where  we  were 
kindly  entertained  with  their  fifti  and  venifon.  About  noon  we  happen  d 
to  meet  fome  of  the  miflionary  jefuits  in  the  midft  of  the  mountain,  who 
were  very  earned:  in  difeourfe  with  a  mulatto,  naked  like  the  reft  of  the 
Indians.  This  mulatto  was  a  Chriftian,  born  at  Seville  in  Spain,  and  had 
been  formerly  a  (lave  to  a  rich  merchant  there  :  His  name  was  Lewis , 
and  he  fpoke  the  Spanilh  language  very  perfealy.  About  twelve  years 
ago  he  ran  away  from  his  mafter  at  Seville,  and  coming  to  Cadiz ,  .  ne 
offered  his  fervice  to  a  gentleman  then  bound  to  America,  who  imagining 
his  firft  mafter  would  never  have  any  intelligence  of  him  in  the  new  world, 
took  him  on  board  as  his  own  (lave.  The  mulatto  remembering  the  hard 
tffage  he  had  met  with  from  his  former  mafter,  and  fearing  that  from 
America,  he  might  by  fome  contrivance  or  other  be  fent  back  to  Spain, 
and  being  alfo  apprehenftve  that  his  fecond  mafter  (whofe  blows  he  had 

already 
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already  felt  in  the  (hip)  would  prove  as  cruel  to  him  as  his  firft  ;  when 
the  Ihip  arrived  at  Guadeloupe,  chofe  rather  to  run  the  hazard  of  his  life 
among!!:  the  Indians,  than  to  live  in  navery  under  the  Spaniards  ;  and 
therefore  he  concealed  himfelf  amongft  the  trees  in  the  mountain,  until 
the  {hips  were  failed  ;  and  afterwards  being  difcovered  by  the  lavages, 
he  prefented  them  with  fome  few  toys  which  he  had  got  by  Health  from 
his  former  matter,  with  which  they  were  fo  well  pleafed,  that  they  took  a 
liking  to  him,  and  entertained  him  amongft  them  very  kindly.  During 
his  twelve  years  continuance  with  them  he  had  learned  their  language, 
and  had  married  an  Indian  wife,  by  whom  he  had  three  children.  Me  ad 
joined  together  in  arguments  to  perfuade  this  poor  chriirian  to  iotiake 
that  heathenilh  life,  promifing,  that  if  he  would  go  along  with  us,  he 
Ihould  be  free  from  flavery  for  ever.  The  unhappy  wretch,  tho’  he  had 
lived  twelve  years  without  hearing  a  word  of  the  true  God,  worlhipping 
{locks  and  Hones  with  the  other  heathens,  began  to  weep  when  he  again 
heard  of  the  name  of  Chrift,  and  of  everlafting  falvation,  a  {Turing  ns,  that 
he  would  willingly  go  with  us,  were  it  not  for  his  wife  and  children, 
whom  he  tenderly  loved,  and  could  not  forfake  :  To  this  we  replied, 
that  by  bringing  them  along  with  him,  he  might  contribute  to  the  faving 
of  their  fouls  alfo  ;  alluring  him  at  the  fame  time,  that  neither  he  himfelf, 
his  wife  or  children,  Ihould  ever  want  means  competent  for  their  main* 
tenance  during  the  courfe  of  their  lives.  fT  he  mulatto  lifted  d  attentively 
to  what  was  faid  to  him,  but  gave  a  fudden  ftart  at  the  light  or  fome 
Indians  palling  by,  whom  he  perceived  took  notice  of  his  conference  with 
us  j  he  then  told  us,  that  thole  Indians  would  inform  theii  brethren  ol 
his  converfation  with  the  chriftians,  who  would  fufpedt  their  defign  of 
perfuading  him  to  leave  them,  and  would  not  only  thereupon  kill  hirfc, 
but  we  fhould  foon  perceive  their  pretended  kindnefs  changed  into  the 
molt  inveterate  rage,  and  the  Spaniards  would  run  a  great  hazard  of  being 
deftroy’d  :  We  defired  him  to  fear  nothing,  but  to  bring  his  family  to  the 
fea-fide,  where  he  would  find  fuch  a  number  of  foldiers  well  armed,  as 
would  be  fufficient  to  defend  both  him  and  ourfelves  againft  the  afiauits 
of  the  lavages ;  and  that  a  boat  Ihould  be  ready  to  carry  him  arm  his  wife 
and  children  aboard  the  fleet.  Lewis  promiled  to  take  our  advice,  and 
left  us,  as  we  fuppofed,  with  a  full  refolution  to  that  purpoie,  faying,  f  •• 
would  entice  his  wife  and  children  to  the  fea-lhore  oncer  pretence  of  ^ 
trading  with  us  for  fome  of  our  toys,  and  defired  us  to  have  the  boat 
ready  to  convey  them  on  board.  . 

Our  cloaths  by  this  time  being  yvalh’d  and  dried,  royfelf  and  molt  of 
|he  dominican  friars  went  on  board,  leaving  the  jeluits  on  me  Ihote 
waiting  for  the  mulatto  and  his  family  :  There  were  a!(o  on  thfve  mi  tv/ 
other^perfons  both  men  and  women  from  the  feveral  {hips  in  trie  harbour. 
After  fome  time  we  were  alarmed  with  a  fudden  uproar  upon  land,  and 
could  perceive  the  people  running  to  their  boats  in  the  utfnoft  ccnlukon 
without  their  cloaths,  and  overloading  the  boats  fome  of  them  mnk  wnu. 
the  perfons  in  them  ;  but  pitiful  were  the  cries  of  fome  of  out  women, 
piany  of  them  throwing  themfelves  into  the  fea,  chufing  the  hazard  of 
being  taken  up  by  fome  boat,  or  at  worft  to  be  drowned,  rather  than  to 

fall  into  the  hands  qi  the  ravages.  We  ws;s  all  amazed  at  tins  fudden 
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alteration,  not  knowing  the  caufe  of  it  ;  at  iaft  we  difcovered  arrows 
flying  very  thick  out  of  a  fvvamp  near  to  the  fhore  ;  whereupon  the 
admiral  immediately  ordered  fome  of  our  great  guDs  to  be  fired  upon 
that  part,  which  prefently  difperkd.the  Indians,  who  fled  with  a  terrible 
outcry  towards  the  mountain  Our  boat  brought  three  of  our  dominicans 
onboard,  amongft  whom  was  friar  Jfbn  de  la  Cueva,  who  was  dange- 
roufly  wounded  in  the.  {boulder :  This  fiiar  very  earnefljy  perluaded  roe 
to  ■flay  on  fib  ©re,  which  i  refilled,  and  thereby  etcaped  the  danger.  Two 
jeluits  were  found  dead  on  the  fand,  and  .  three  dangeroufiy  wounded; 
three  paflengers  were  likewise  fibrin  and  ten  wounded  :  three  other  perfens 
belonging  to  the  fleet  were  milling,  and  fuppofed  to  be  murdered-  by  the 
Indians  in  the  woods,  and  fifteen  were  drowned.  The  mulatto  came  not 
according  to  his  word,  which  gave  us  fufficient  reaion  to  believe  that  he 
had  either  difcovered  the  intention  of  the  jefuits  to  carry  him  off,  with, 
bis  wife  a-nd  chi'ei t  en,  or  that  the  favages  having  fufpe&eci  the  feme  by 
obierving  the  conference  betwixt  us,  had  obliged  him  to  confefs  if.  which 
occaiioned  that  fudden  and  furious  attack  upon  our  people  :  What  in¬ 
duced  us  to  fulpect  the  treachery  of  the  mulatto  was,  his  telling  us  he 
fttQuld  know'  the  jeiuits  again  by  their  black  coats;  and  it  was  cbferved, 
that  moil  of  their  arrows  were  directed  againfl  them,  five  of  whom  were 
prciently  flain  and  dangeroufly  wounded.  All  that  night  a  ftridt  watch 
was  kept  on  board  the  veft’els,  for  fear  the  Indians  fihould  rake  the  advan¬ 
tage  of  the  dark  to  attack  us  in  their  canoes,  but  we  faw  or  heard  no 
more  of  them.  In  the  morning  the  admiral  caufed  all  the  {hips  to  water 
with  the  utmoft  expedition,  and  a  lb ong  guard  of  foldiers  was  oraered 
to  iecure  the  way  front  t he  fhore  to  the  watering-place,  but  not  a  lavage 
appeared  in  fight  during  the  whole  time  ;  nor  could  we  find  our  three 
men  who  were  miffing,  tho’  feveral  perforrs  armed  went  in  feared  of  them. 

This  day,  the  zzd  of  Auguft,  about  noon,  we  hoifted  our  fails  under 
a  pieaiant  gale,  and  left  the  ifland  and  harbour  of  Guadalupe. 

CHAP.  III. 

The  fepardting  of  the  feet  .upon  their  arrival  in  the  Weft-Indies,  in  order  to 
go  to  their  feveral  ports  :  The  arrival  of  the  fixteen  Jhips  with  the  vice¬ 
roy  of  Mexico  and  the  mifjionaries  on  board,  at  the  port  of  St.  John  de 
Ulva,  or  Vera  Cruz;  The  difficulty  of  entring  that  harbour ,  and  the 
manner  of  fecuring  the  veffels  there  :  The  Jolemn  manner  in  which  the 
marquis  de  Seralva,  the  new  vice-roy  of  Mexico,  was  entertabied  at  his 
lauding  ;  as  alfo  the  entertainment  of  the  demini  can  mifjionaries  by  the 
prior  of  the  cloijicr  of  St.  Dominick  :  And  a  dejerittion  of  the  town  of 
St.  John  de  Ulva.  7 

TTHE  rurious  aflault  of  the  heathens  upon  our  people,  and  murdering 
-3-  them,  gave  us  a  melancholy  idea  of  our  future  proceedings  ;  and 
our  fcrupmoiis  conferences  began  to  call  in  queftion  the  validity  of  the 
plenary  indulgence  and  benediction  bellowed  upon  us  by  the  holy  father, 
as  well  as  the  infallibility  of  our  apoftoiical  million,  and  the  feeqimg 
warm  zeal  of  converting  the  Indians,  feemed  to  grow  cool  amongft  fome 
cf  the  young  friars  :  but  father  Calvo ,  to  revive  our  drooping  fpirits, 

told 
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told  us  many  Hories  of  the  kind  and  gentle  nature  of  the  Philippine t 
Indian s,  whither  we  were  going  ;  that  mod  of  them. were  chriftians  al¬ 
ready,  that. they  efteemed  their  priefts  as  gods  upon  earth,  and  that  thoie 
who  were  not  yet  converted  to  chtiltianicy,  were  kept  in  awe  by  the 
power  of  the  Spaniards. 

After  four  days  ia.il  friar  John  de  la  Cueva  died  of  the  wound  he  had 
received  from  the  lavages  ;  and  his  "body  being  very  much  five  fed,  we 
fuf peeled  the  arrow  {hot  into  his  ihouldcr  war  poifon’d,  more  Specially 
when  we  were  informed,  that  one  of  the  three  jefuits  who  were  dange¬ 
rously  wounded  at  the  lame  time,  was  dead  on  board  another  fhip,  and 
his  body  alio  greatly  fwelFd,  as  if  by  the  efiedt  of  poifon. 

Bei  g  arrived  amongft  the  Weji-india  iflands,  our  fleet  began  to  leffen  ; 
two  of°our  (hips  departed  for  Porto- Rico,  three  for  St.  Domingo,  two  for 
J atnaica.  one  for  1  argarita,  two  for  the  Havana,  three  for  Carthagtna, 
two  for  Ca tnpechy,  and  two  for  lien:  u>  as  and  1 1  uxillo.  I  lie  remaining 
fixteen  (hips  Kept  their  co-urfe  for  the  port  of  St.  John  deUlva,  or  Vera 
Cruz,  in  their  way  to  Mexico,  until  they  arrived  at  la  Sonda,  (fo  called 
by  the  Spania  ds)  or  the  Sound  of  Mexico.  Here  we  were  becalmed  for 
a  week,  and  the  weather  being  fultry  hot,  was  very  troubiefome  to  us  ; 
butoar  failors  diverted  us  agreeably  enough  with  their  bathing  in  the  lea, 
and  playing  many  antick  tricks,  until  an  accident  put  an  end  to  their 
fprart :  A  mariner  onboard  the  fhip  St.  Francifco,  attempting  to  fvvim 
from  his  own  vefiel  to  vifit  fome  fuends  on  board  of  another  not  iai  Oiiy, 
was  attack’d  by  the  tiburon  or  (hark,  who  (napp’d  off  a  leg  and  an  arm, 
as  appeared  by  the  body  which  was  afterwards  taken  up. 

A  fair  and  pleaiant  gale  fucceedtd  the  calm,  and  three  days  afterwards, 
to  veit.  Monday  the  i  ith  of  September,  about  7  o’  clock  in  the  morning, 
as  one  of  our  friars  was  faying  rnafs  upon  deck,  and  the  people  of  the 
Blip  all  kneeling  to  hear  it,  a  mariner  cried  out  aloud,  iierra,  Ticrra, 
Tierra  !  Land,  land,  rnnd  !  which  fo  rejoiced  our  hearts,  that  we  all 
quitted  the  mafs,  and  arofe  fiom  our  knees,  to  behold  the  continent  of 
America.  Great  was  the  joy  of  all  the  fleet  that  day,  and  great  was  the 
{laughter  of  old  father  Calvo  amongft  his  fowls  (of  which  he  had  been 
hitherto  very  fpai-ing)  to  feaft  his  friars.  About  ten  o  clock  the  whom 
face  of  the  land  was  viflbly  apparent,  and  we  with  full  fail  running  to¬ 
wards  it.  But  our  cautious  admiral,  knowdng  the  danger  of  the  coaft, 

and  efpecialiy  the  difficulty  of  entering  the  harbour  by  reafon  of  the 
many  rocks  which  lie  about  it,  and  perceiving,  as  the  wind  then  Hood, 
that  we  fhould  not  be  able  to  make  the  port  till  towards  the  evening, 
called  a  council  of  all  the  pilots  on  board  the  fleet,  to  know  whether  it 
was  advifable  to  Hand  in  for  the  haven,  or  to  lie  by  under  a  mainfail  till 
the  next  morning}  the  refult  was  not  to  venture  too  near  the  land  tnac 
day  for  fear  of  being  benighted,  but  to  lie  by  under  the  mainfail :  Ac¬ 
cordingly  the  watch  Was  doubled,  and  the  pilots  ordered  ftri&ly  to.  their 
duty  for  that  night.  .  Our  friars,  without  any  concern,  betook  them- 
felves  to  their  reft  ;  but  before  midnight  the  wind  veered  to  the  north, 
which  caufed  a  general  cry  and  uproar  not  only  in  ours,  but  in  all  the 
other  fhip* ;  the  failors  calling  out  to  the  friars  in  words  to  this  efiedt. 
What  mean  ye,  you  bleepers  !  ar.ife,  cal!  upon  your  God,  to  have  mercy  on  us. 


14  The  Traveller. 

that  n.ve  perifo  not  !  The  priefts  immediately  began  their  devotions ;  hai- 
lowed  wax  candles  were  lighted,  and  litanies,  facred  hymns,  and  prayers 
were  lung  to  the  virgin  Mary :  When  behold,  towards  the  dawning  of 
the  day,  the  north  wind  ceai'ed,  and  our  former  fair  gale  began  to  blow' 
again.  This  !  attributed  to  the  good  will  and  pleafure  of  divine  provi¬ 
dence,  and  not  to  the  bowlings  and  bawlings  of  the  friars  to  the  virgin 
Mary.  Neverthelefs,  the  priefts  (to  deceive  the  fimple  people)  cried  out, 
Miiagro  !  Milage  o  !  Mifagto !  a  miracle  !  a  miracle  !  a  miracle/?'  By 
eight  of  the  clock  the  next  morning,  we  came  in  full  view  of  the  houfes., 
and  made  ftgnals  for  pilot-boats  to  conduit  us  into  the  ’ harbour,  which 
prefently  came  out,  and  fleered  the  veffels  in  one  by  one  betweem  thofe 
rocks  which  render’d  the  entrance  into  that  port  as  dangerous  as  any  I 
hav&  known  in  all  my  voyages  both  upon  the  north  and  fouth  feas.  The 
fleet  faluted  the  town  and  fort  over-againfl  it  with  their  ordnance,  the 
mufick  on  board  the  veffels  play’d  moil  pleafantly,  and  our  hearts  and 
countenances  reciprocally  rejoiced.  We  call  anchor,  but  that  was  not 
fufficient  to  fecure  our  Blips  in  this  moft  dangerous  haven,  infomuch  that 
they  were  obliged  to  lengthen  their  cables,  and  fallen  them  to  ilrong 
iron  rings  whicn  were  fixed  in  the  walls  of  the  fort  for  that  purpofe,  to 
fecure  the  veffels  againft  the  ftrongand  boifterous  northern  winds,  which 
blow  full  upon  the  fnore. 

Thus  welcoming  each  other  into  the  new  world,  on  the  twelfth  day 
of  September,  1625,  we  happily  arrived  in  the  famous  town  of  St.  John 
de  Viva,  other  wife  Vera  Omk  :  Famoas  for  the  landing  here  of  that  re¬ 
nowned  conqueror  Hernando  Cortez,  on  his  intended  conquefl  of  Mexico. j 
here  it  was  that  with  great  prefence  of  mind,  he  funk  all  the  veffels  which 
had  brougiit  him  and  the  Spaniards  into  thefe  parts,  with  intent  that  they 
might  think  of  nothing  but  conquefl,  being  deprived  of  all  hopes  of  rer 
turning  to  the  places  from  whence  they  came.  Here  it  was  that  with 
about  five  hundred  Spaniards,  he  began  to  fortify  and  flrengthen  himfelf 
againft  millions  of  enemies.  The  proper  name  of  this  town  is  St.  John 
de  Viva  ;  but  it  is  alfo  called  Vera  Cruz,  from  the  old  harbour  and  haven 
of  Vera  Cruz  (about  fix  leagues  from  it)  which  obtained  that  name,  be¬ 
cause  it  was  firft  difeovered  on  a  Good  Friday .  The  old  Vera  Cruz  proving 
a  dangerous  port  for  fhips,  by  reafon  of  the  violence  of  the  northern 
winds,  it  was  utterlyforfaken  by  the  Spaniards  ;■  who  removed  to  St. 

\ John  de  Viva,  where  their  fhips  found  a  fafer  road,  upon  account  of  a 
great  high  rock,  which  is  a  ftrong  defence  againft  thofe  winds :  And 
becaufe  the  memory  of  the  difeovery  upon  Good  Friday  fhould  never  be 
forgotten,  (being  in  the  year  1519,)  they  have  alfo  named  this  port 
Vera  Cruz. 

As  foon  as  we  came  on  fhore,  we  found  folemn  preparations  for  our 
entertainment  :  The  whole  town  were  affembled  at  the  fea-fhore  ;  the 
priefts  and  canons  of  the  cathederal  church,  the  religious  orders  of  the 
ieveral  convents,  (which  are  there dominicans,  francitcans,  mercenarians, 
and  jefuits)  were  in  readinefs,  with  their  croffes  borne  before  them,  to 
conduit  the  new  viceroy  of  Mexico  in  proceffion  to  the  chief  cathedral. 
The  viceroy  and  his  lady  landed  under  a  aifeharge  of  all  the  cannon  from 
the  fort  and  the  fhips  in  the  harbour.  They  wer£  iflWfri.iately  placed 
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tinder  a  fine  canopy  of  ftate  provided  for  that  pur  pole,  and  Te  Deum 
beean  to  be  lung,  with  much  variety  of  mufical  inftruments,  all  march- 
in?  in  proceffion  to  the  cathedral,  which  was  illuminated  with  a  great 
h  umber  of  lamps,  torches,  and  wax  candles  :  A  prayer  ot  thankfgivir-g 
was  then  fung,  holy  water  by  apriellfprinkled  upon  a. 1  the  people, 
and  a  mafs  by  three  prielis  iolemnly  celebrated,  i  his  being  fimlned, 
the  viceroy  was  attended  by  the  Alcalde-major,  or  chief-julhcc,  by  the 
officers  of  the  town,  and  the  judges  bent  from  Mexico  for  that  purpole, 

with  the  foldiers  under  arms,  to  his  lodgings. 

The  friars  like  wife  in  procefiion,  with  their  crofTes  before  them,  were 
conduded  to  their  feveral  cloifters.  Father  Cafao  preiented  his  oomi- 
nicans  to  the  prior  of  the  clobber  of  St.  Dominick,  who  entertaineu  us 
very  kindly,  with  Iweetmeats  and  chocolate  :  After  which  a  moil  itateiy 
dinner  was  provided  both  of  fifh  and  ftefh  ;  and  here  was  plenty,  even 
to  profufenefs,  of  capons,  turkies,  and  other  fowls,  to  fhew  us  with 
what  variety  of  provifions  the  country  abounded.  -The  prior  of  this 
cloifter  was  no  liaid,  ancient,  grey-headed  man,  (fuch  as  generally  are 
made  fuperiors  to  govern  young  and  wanton  friars)  but  an  amorous  gay 
young  fpark,  who  had  obtained  the  provincial  government  of  that  con¬ 
vent  with  a  bribe  of  a  thoufand  ducats.  After  dinner  he  concluded  us  to 
his  own  appartment,  where  we  thought  to  have  found  a  learned  library, 
inlbead  of  which  there  were  about  a  dozen  old  books  lying  m  a  corner, 
cover'd  with  duft  and  cobwebs,  as  if  they  were  alhamed  the  treaiure 
which  lay  hid  in  them  ffiould  be  fo  much  forgotten  and  undervalued, 
and  the  Guitarre,  or  Spanilh  lute,  preferr’d  and  let  above  them:  Bis 
chamber  was  richly  drefs’d,  and  hung  with  many  pictures,  and  hangings 
of  cotton-wool,  and  coloured  feathers  of  Mechoacan  ;  his  tables  covered 
with  carpets  of  filk,  his  cupboards  adorned  with  feveral  forts  of  China 
cups  and  difhes,  and  i'tored  within  with  fundry  dainties  of  Bveet meats 
and  conferves.  This  young  prior’s  principal  difcourfe  confilbeu  chiefly 
of  the  favour  and  love  which  the  ladies,  and  the  richeit  merchants  wives 
of  the  town  bare  towards  him  ;  his  clear  and  excellent  voice,  and  great 
fkill  in  mufick.  It  gave  many  of  us  great  uneafinefs,  to  obferve  fo 
loofe  a  behaviour  in  afuperior,  whofe  duty  it  was  to  preach  repentance 
and  mortification,  and  to  enforce  the  fame  by  good  example. 

Weary  of  the  vainboafting  of  this  epicurean  prior,  we  walked  out  t© 
take  a  view  of  the  town  of  St.John  de  Diva,  which  is  fituated  upon  a 
Tandy  foil ;  but  the  fouth-weft  fide  of  it  is  moorifh  and  full  of  bogs,  which, 
with  the  great  heat  that  generally  prevails  there,  renders  the  place  very 
unhealthy  :  The  number  of  inhabitants  are  about  three  thoufand,  and 
afiiongft  them  feveral  rich  merchants,  forne  worth  two  hundred,  lome 
three  hundred,  and  fome  four  hundred  thoufand  ducats.  1  he  great  trade 
brought  to  this  place  from  all  parts  of  Spanijh  America,  and  the  fmall 
number  of  inhabitants  occasioned  by  its  unhealthineis,  contribute  much 
to  the  wealth  of  thefe  merchants,  which  is  often  much  diminifhed  by  i.e- 
quent  fires,  their  buildings  being  all  of  timber  and  boards.  The  whole 
flrengthof  the  town  con  fifteth  in  the  difficult  and  dangerous  entrance  int» 
the  haven,  and  a  rock  within  mufket  fhot  of  the  town;  upon  which  they 
have  built  a  fort,  and  garriion’d  it  with  a  imall  number  or  foldiers. 

C*  11  A  4  m 
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V  C  rl  A  P.  IV. 

The  departure  of  the  mijjionarics  from  St.  John  de  Ulva  irwaids  Mexico} 
,  d heir  arrival  at  Ola  Vera  Cruz,  and  their  enter  tav.nn  r,t.  there  oy  the 
Indians  }  from  whence  they purfut  their  journey  to  Aa.;i;u  de  la  Vera 
Crux,  and  are  lodged  there  in  a  cloijinr  of  Mendicant  F;u/.ct/cn  Friars ; 
The  mortifying  habit  and  deportment  of  that  order  dtjaibect :  fhe  M/  f- 
Jtonaries  arrive  at  Segura,  with  the  hijiory  of  the  foundation  of  that 

town. 

AF  PER  about  two  days  abode  at  St.  John  de  Ulva,  our  fuperior 
Calve  haften’d  us  away,  left  the  unhealthinefs  of  our  lituation 
might  octalion foms  diftempers  amongft  us.  Thirty  mules  were  ready 
for  us,  which  had  been  purpofely  brought  from  Mexico,  and  had  been 
here  waiting  for  us  fix  clays  before  the  fleet  arrived.  The  firft  Indians 
We  met  with  were  at  Old  Vera  Crux.  Here  we  b  *gan  to  dilcover  the 
power  of  the  priefts  and  friars  over  the  poor  natives,  and  their  lubjec- 
tion  and  obedience  unto  them.  The  prior  of  St.  John  de  Ulva  had  wrote 
a  letter  unto  thefe  Indians,  advertifing  them  of  our  palling  that  way, 
and  charging  them  to  meat  us,  and  to  welcome  us  into  thofe  parts; 
Which  they  did  very  gallantly  ;  for  about  two  miles  before  we  came  to 
the  town,  twenty  of  their  chief  men  met  u  on  hot!  back,  and  prefented 
each  of  us  with  a  nofegay  of  flowers  :  Thofe  rode  before  us  a  little  way, 
when  we  were  met  by  the  mufick  and  officers  of  the  church,  next  the 
finging-mcn  and  all  the  choirifters  met  us,  who  walked  before  us  finging 
Te  D'eum,  till  we  came  to  the  chief  market-place  of  Old  Vtrc  Crux, 
where  a  long  arbour  was  ereded  with  green  boughs,  and  a  table  runrUh- 
ed  with  boxes  of  conferves,  and  oiher  i'weet-meats  and  diet  bread.  The 
chief  Indians  and  officers  of  the  town  kneeled  down  and  killed  our  hands 
one  by  one,  and  then  made  a  fpeech  unto  us,  in  which  they  welcomed 
us  into  the  country,  calling  us  the  Apoftles  offefus  Chrijl,  and  thanked 
hs  for  leaving  our  country,  our  relations  and  friends,  to  lave  their  fouls; 
further  telling  us,  they  honoured  us  as  gods  upon  earth.  In  aufwer  to 
Vvhich  we  returned  them  our  hearty  thanks  for  the  kind  reception  we 
had  met  with,  alluring  them,  that  nothing  was  of  greater,  concern  to  us 
than  the  welfare  of  their  fouls,  for  the  preservation  of  which  we  regarded 
neither  dangers  by  fea  or  land,  nor  the  inhuman  cruelties  of  fuch  rava¬ 
ges  as  had  yet  no  knowledge  of  the  true  God.  nor  even  our  own  lives. 
We  then  prefented  the  Indian  chiefs  with  beads,  medals,  crolfcs  of  brafs, 
Agnus  Dei's,  and  fome  reliques  brought  from  Spain',  and  to  the  common 
people  we  gave  indulgences  for  forty  years,  which  the  Pope  had  granted 
to  us,  to  beftow  where,  and  upon  whom,  and  as  often  as  we  pieafed. 
Thus  we  began  to  blind  the  fimple  people  with  ignorant  and  erroneous 
principles. 

The  Indians,  both  men  and  women,  obferving  us  preparing  to  de¬ 
part,  kneeled  down  in  the  ftreet,  from  the  market-place  to  where  we 
took  our  mules,  craving  our  bleffing,  which  we  bellowed  upon  them 
ivtth  lifted  up  hands,  and  making  over  them  the  ftgn  of  thecrofs;'  This 
fubmiffion  of  the  poor  Indians  unto  the  priefts  in  thele  parts  did  fo  puff 
np  the  pride  of  our  young  miffionary  friars,  that  they  already  begari  to 
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think  themfelves  greater  than  the  beft  bifhops  in  Spain ,  who  (tho*  ’  proud 
enough)  never  travel  there  with  fuch  publick  acclamations  as  we  did  ; 
the  trumpets  founding  before  ns,  the  chief  of  the  town  attended  us  about 
a  mile  upon  our  journey,  and  then  took  their  leave. 

The  firft  two  days  after  our  departure  from  Old  Vera  Cruz,  we  lodg¬ 
ed  in  fill  all  Indian  towns,  neverthelefs,  we  found  kind  entertainment, 
and  plenty  of  provifions,  efpecially  capons,  turkies,  and  feveral  forts  of 
fruit.  The  third  day  at  night  we  came  to  a  great  town,  confifling  of  near 
2000  inhabitants,  Spaniards  and  Indians ,  called  Xulapa  de  la  Vera  Cruz. 
This  town  in  the  year  1631,  was  made  a  bilhop’s  fee;  the  bifhoprick  of 
La  Puebla  de  los  Angelos,  being  divided  into  two  ;  and  this  being  not 
above  one  third  part  of  it,  is  eileemed  to  be  worth  ten  thoufand  ducats 
a  year.  It  Hands  upon  a  very  fertile  foil,- producing  good  crops  both 
of  indian  and  fpanifb  wheat.  There  are  many  rich  Indian  towns  about 
it,  abounding  with  fine  plantations  for  making  fugar  and  cochineal,  and 
for  breeding  mules  and  cattle.  In  this  town  there  is  one  great  church 
and  an  inferior  chapel,  both  belonging  to  a  cloiiter  of  mendicant  fran- 
cifcan  friars,  wherein  we  were  lodged  that  night,  and  the  next  day,  being 
funday.  The  fuperior  or  guardian  of  this  cloiiter,  was  not  lefs  vain  than 
the  prior  of  .St.  John  de  Ul<va  ;  and  tho’  he  was  not  of  our  profeffion,  yet 
he  welcomed  us  with  fiately  entertainment. 

Here,  and  wherefoever  we  further  travelled,  we  obferved  a  flrange 
loofenefs  of  behaviour  both  in  the  habits  as  well  as  profeffion  of  the 
priefts  and  friars.  This,  order  of  mendicant  francifcan  friars,  have  vowed 
a  more  ftrifl  rule  of  poverty  in  their  drefs  and  behaviour  than  any  other 
Order  of  the  Romijb  church  :  Their  cloathing  ought  to  be  coarfe  lack- 
cloth  ;  their  girdles  fhould  be  made  of  hemp,  no  finer  than  ftrong  halters, 
their  ihirts  fhould  be  woollen,  they  ought  to  wear  neither  flockings  nor 
fhoes,  or  at  leaft,  only  wooden  clogs  or  fandals  of  hemp  ;  their .  hands 
and  fingers  are  not  fo  much  as  to  touch  money,  and  they  have  denied  the 
ufe,  poffeftion,  or  property  of  it  ;  and  they  are  not  to  ride  on  horfeback 
in  their  journies,  but  to  travel  on  foot  ;  And  all  this  abflinence  they 
promife  to  obferve  by  a  folemn  vow  and  covenant,  the  breach  of  which 
they  acknowledge  to  be  a  deadly  and  mortal  fin,  deferving  excomuni- 
cation.  And  yet,  thefe  mendicant  francifcans  live  here  as  if  they  had 
tvever  made  any  fuch  vow  :  For  in  Xalapa  you  might  fee  a  friar  of  the 
cloifler  riding  upon  a  fine  gelding,  with  his  lacquey- boy  by  his  fide,  no 
farther  than  the  town’s  end,  to  hear  a  dying  man’s  confeffion,  having 
his  long  habit  tuck’d  up  to  his  girdle,  to  fhew  his  filk  flockings,  and  neat 
cordovan  fhoes,  alfo  a  fine  pair  of  holland  drawers,  with  lace  three  inches 
broad  at  the  knee,  and  under  their  broad  flceves,  you  might  perceive 
their  doublets  quilted  with  filk,  and  their  holland  ihirts  laced  at  the  wriit- 
bands:  Nor  were  there  the  leaft  fymptoms  of  mortification  in  their  dif- 
courfe,  but  mere  vanity.  After  fupper  they  began  to  talk  of  carding 
and  dicing  ;  and  challenged  us  who  were  new  comers  to  play,  which 
rnoft  of  us  refufed  :  At  laft  they  prevailed  with  two  of  our  friars  to  play 
at  cards  with  two  of  theirs  :  this  produced  drinking  and  fvvearing,  fcof- 
fing  at  their  religious  vow  of  poverty  ;  and  one  of  thefe  francifcans,  in 
a  jelling  manner*  opened  one  of  his.  broad  fleeves,  and  with  his  other, 
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fwept  the  money  he  won  into  it,  faying,  I  have  vowed  not  to  touch  money  j 
nor  to  keep  any ,  l  meant  then  a  natural  touching  of  it,  but  my  Jleeve  may 
touch  it,  and  my  Jleeve  may  keep  it  ;  demonftrating  by  fuch  icofFs  and  jelis, 
what  religion  was  in  his  heart.  And  now  l  began  to  find  out,  that  a 
profufe  liberty  and  loofenefs  of  life  brought  yearly  fo  many  friars  and 
jefuits  to -thefe  parts,  more  than  zeal  for  preaching  thegofpel,  and  con¬ 
verting  fouls  to  chrill. 

From  Xalapa  our  next  day’s  journey  was  to  a  place  called  by  the 
Spaniards,  La  Rinconada,  which  confided  only  of  one  Angle  houfe,  called 
La  Vcnta,  or,  The  Inn,  becaufe  it  lies  fo  far  from  any  other  town,  that 
travellers  can  fcarce  avoid  baiting  there  at  noon,  or  lodging  there  at 
night;  this  houfe  is  feated  in  a  low  valley,  and  is  the  hotteft  place  in 
all  the  road  between  St  John  de  Viva  and  Mexico.  About  it  are  the  belt 
fprings  and  fountains  I  sver  met  with;  for  the  water,  tho  warm  with  the 
heat  of  the  fun,  is  yet  as  fweet  as  any  milk  ;  but  the  inn-keeper  pours 
it  into  great  earthen  veffels,  which  he  places  in  a  moiit  waterifh  land; 
whereby  it  becomes  fo  cold,  that  it  would  make  one  s  teeth  almoft  to 
chatter.  This  water,  by  its  fweetnefs  and  artificial  coolnefs,  affords  a 
moll  delicious  refrefhment  in  this  hot  and  fcorching  country.  The  valley 
and  the  country  round  about  it,  is  very  rich  and  fertile,  full  of  fpanijb 
farms  of  fugar  and  cochineal,  and  fpani/h  and  indian  wheat.  But  we  had 
here  a  moft  tedious  and  troublefome  night,  occafioned  by  the  mufketoes 
and  the  heat  of  the  weather. 

The  next  night  we  arrived  at  a  town  call’d  Segura,  peopled  both  by 
Indians  and  Spaniards,  confiding  of  about  1000  inhabitants.  Here  again, 
without  any  charges,  we  were  entertained  in  as  {lately  a  manner,  by 
francifcan  friars,  as  we  had  been  at  Xalappa,  and  found  them  as  full  of 
levity  and  vain-glory  as  the  reft.  This  town  was  founded  by  Hernando 
Cortez,  and  called  Segura  de  la  Frontera,  being  built  by  him  for  a  fron* 
tier  town,  to  fecure  the  Spaniards  who  came  from  St.  John  de  Ulva  to 
Mexico ,  againft  the  Culhuacans  and  the  Indians  bf  Tepeacac,  who  were  in 
alliance  with  the  Mexicans,  and  much  annoyed  the  Spaniards.  But  what 
incenfed  Cortez  moil  was,  the  Indians  infultmg  him  and  his  company  af¬ 
ter  his  fi'ft  repulfe  at  Mexico  in  their  retreat,  the  Culhuacans  and  the  Te * 
pcacacs  lying  in  wait  for  the  Spaniards,  took  12  of  them,  and  facrificed 
them  alive  to-  their  idols,  and  eat  their  flelh.  Whereupon  C ortez  oeiired 
Maxixca,  a  chief  captain  of  Flaxcallan,  and  divers  other  Indians  o i  flax- 
calla .  to  affill  him  in  taking  revenge  of  the  Fepeacacs,  for  their  cruelty  in 
facrificing  his  foidiers,  as  well  as  for  the  great  damages  they  did  the  Flax - 
callans ,  by  making  frequent  incurfions  into  their  country,  affifted  by  the 
Calhuacans  and  Mexicans.  Maxixca  and  the  chiefs  of  Tlaxcalla,  forth¬ 
with  entered  into  couniel  with  the  ftates  and  commonalty  of  the  town  ; 
who,  glad  of  fo  favourable  an  opportunity  of  avenging  themfelves  upon 
the  Tep'eacacs,  determined  with  general  content,  to  affift  Cortez,  with 
40,000  fighting  men,  befides  proper  perfons  to  carry  the  baggage,  pro 
▼uions,  and  other  neceffaries.  With  this  army  of  Indians ,  together  with 
his  own  men  and  horfes,  Cortez  marched  to  Fcpeacac,  demanding  fatis- 
fadlion  for  the  death  of  the  1  2  chrittians,  that  they  fhould  yield  obedience 
to  the  king  of  Spcm,  his  mailer,  and  that  they  ihould  not  henceforward 
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receive  any  Mexicans  or  Culhuacans  into  their  town  or  houfes.  The  7  e- 
peacacs  anfwered,  they  had  flain  the  Spaniards  in  a  juft  caufe,  for  pre- 
fuming  to  pafs  through  their  country  by  force  in  a  time  ot  war ;  that 
they  wou  d  yield  no  obedience  to  perfons  they  did  not  know  :  and  that 
the  Mexicans  and  Culhuacans  were  their  friends  and  allies,  whom  they 
would  always  entertain  friendly,  both  in  their  town  and  houfes  ;  wilh- 
ing  Cortez  and  his  army  would  return  to  Tlaxcalla,  unlefs  he  and  his 
Spaniards  had  a  mind  to  be  facrificed  as  their  t  2  friends  had  been.  This 
enrag  d  Cortez. ,  and  he  made  a  furious  attack  upon  the  town,  which  was 
bravely  defended  by  the  7 epeacacs,  affifted  by  the  Culhuacans,  for  a  con- 
fiderabie  time  ;  but  at  laft  they  were  overpower’d  by  Cortez ,  and  a  great 
number  of  them  flain,  without  the  lofs  of  one  Spaniard,  though  many  of 
the  7 laxcallans  were  kill’d.  The  lords  and  principal  perfons  of  Tepeacac 
finding  themfelves  overcome,  and  that  their  ftrength  was  inferior  to  their 
enemies,  funendered  to  Cortez,  upon  condition,  to  banifh  for  ever  their 
friends  and  allies  the  Culhuacans  and  Mexicans ;  as  alfo,  to  give  up  to 
puniflunent  thofe  Indians  who  had  been  the  occafion  of  the  death  of  the 
12  Spaniards  Upon  which  Cortez  adjudged,  that  the  inhabitants  of 
fuch  towns  as  had  been  privy  or  afl'entirtg  to  the  murder,  fhould,  for  ever, 
remain  captiyes  and  flaves.  In  20  days,  the  Spaniards  fubdued  the  who.e 
province,  which  is  very  large,  threw  down  their  idols,  and  drove  rrom 
thence  all  the  Mexicans  and  Calhuacans  :  And  for  their  greater  fecurity, 
Cortez  caufed  this  town  of  Segura  de  la  Frontera  to  be  built,  appointing 
proper  officers  to  govern  the  fame,  that  chriftians  and  lit  angers,  travel¬ 
ling  from  Vera  Cruz  to  Mexico,  might  pafs  with  iarety,  and  without  dan¬ 
ger.  This  town  lies  in  a  more  temperate  climate  than  any  ftom  St.  fohn 
de  Ulva  to  Mexico  ;  and  the  people,  who  had  been  formerly  eaters  of 
man's  flelh,  are  now  become  as  civil  and  well-behaved,  3s  loving  and 
courteous,  as  any  upop  the  road. 

C  H  A  P,  V. 

The  miftonaries  arrive  at  the  town  of  Tlaxcalla;  an  account  of  the  war 
between  the  Tlaxcallans  and.  the  Spaniards,  under  the  command  of  Her¬ 
nando  Cortez  »  he,  with  about  4.00  Spaniards  and  boo  Indians, 
acompleat  vi&ory  over  the  Tlaxcallans,  who  afterwards  enter  into  alli¬ 
ance  with  the  Spaniards  againjl  the  Mexicans,  which  alliance  was  the 
ruin  of  the  great  Mexican  empire. 

T^ROM  Segura  de  la  Frontera,  we  declined  a  little  out  of  pur  way  to 
the  weftvvard  (our  diredi  road  lying  north  well )  to  take  3  view  of 
the  famous  town  of  '■Tlaxcalla,  whole  inhabitants  joined  with  Cortez, 
and  we  may  fay,  were  the  chief  inftruments  of  that  great  and  unparallel  a 
conqueft.  This  town  being  of  more  note  than  any  town  or  village  be- 
tween  St.  John  de  Viva  and  Mexico  ;  .1  think  1  ought  not  to  name  it 
briefly,  and  pafs  by  it  only  as  a  traveller  ;  but  to  record  to  pollerity,  the 
renown  it  gain’d  by  the  valour  of  its  inhabitants  in  the  conqueft  or  bout  - 
America,  by  Hernando  Cortez ,  who  being  on  his  march  to  Mexico,  and 
arriving  at  Z aclotan,  was  informed,  that  the  Tlaxcallans  were  men  ot 
courage,  and  enemies  to  Montezuma,  the  emperor  of  Fhcxico,  he  there¬ 
fore  thought  it  his  beft  policy  to  join  with  them  agamil 
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Hereupon  he  difpatched  four  Indians  of  a  town  called  Zmpoalla,  as  am- 
bafladors  to  7 'laxcalla,  to  acquaint  them  of  his  coming  into  thofe  parts, 
and  that  he  was  defirous  to  vifit  their  town  ;  not  with  any  ill  intent,  but 
for  their  good  and  mutual  intereft. 

The  I  la. real  lavs  fearing  Cortez ,  and  thinking  him  a  friend  to  Monte¬ 
zuma,  becaufe  he  was  on  his  way  to  vifit  him  ;  and  having  alfo  heard 
of  the  many  coftly  prefents  which  the  emperor  had  fent  to  Cortez ,  refol- 
ved  to  oppofe  his  coming  ;  they  therefore  returned  no  anfwer  tp  his  em- 
baflage ;  but  feized  the  four  meffengers,  and  imprifoned  them,  intend¬ 
ing  to  facrifice  them  to  their  Gods  as  fpies.  Cortez ,  after  waiting  a  con- 
fiderable  time  for  the  return  of  his  ambaffadors,  departed  from  Zaclotan 
towards  I  laxcalla,  without  receiving  any  intelligence  from  thence.  They 
had  not  marched  many  miles  before  they  came  to  a  great  wall,  made  of 
ftone,  without  lime  or  mortar,  being  nine  foot  high,  and  twenty  foot 
broad  ;  and  croffed  over  a  great  valley  from  one  mountain  to  another. 
There  was  only  one  entrance  or  gate,  againii:  which  another  wall  was 
built  of  a  confiderabie  length,  and  the  fpace  between  was  about  forty 
paces,  fo  that  it  would  have  been  a  dangerous  paflage,  if  any  perfons  had 
been  there  to  defend  it.  Cortez  afked  the  reafon  of  ere&ing  that  wall, 
and  who  had  built  it:  The  Indians,  who  went  with  him,  told  him,  it  was 
built  by  their  anceftors,  being  the  divifion  between  their  country  and 
rTlaxealla,  with  an  intent  to  oppofe  the  incurfions  of  the  Tlaxcallcins  in 
time  of  war,  who  ufed  to  rob  and  murder  them,  becaufe  of  the  friend- 
fhip  between  them  and  Montezuma,  whofe  vaflals  they  were.  However, 
Cortez ,  without  fear,  enter’d  this  fereight  between  the  two  walls,  but 
inarched  with  great  caution,  with  his  artillery  in  the  front,  and  fome- 
times  he  himfelf  would  be  half  a  league  before  them,  to  make  difeove- 
ries,  and  to  take  care  that  the  way  was  clear  ;  after  they  had  got  about 
three  leagues  from  the  wall,  hehalten’d  the  march  of  the  foot  becaufe  it 
grew  late,  (till  marching  himfelf,  with  his  hprfe-men,  ahead,  to  make  dif- 
coveries,  when  afeending  a  hill,  they  met  with  15  Indians,  armed  with 
fwprds  and  targets,  and  tufts  of  feathers  about  their  heads,  which  they 
always  wear,  in  war.  Thefe  being  fpies,  as  foon  as  they  faw  the  horfe, 
began  to  fly  :  Cortez  called  to  them  to  flop,  but  in  vain.  He  then  or¬ 
dered  fix  of  his  horfemen  to  purfue  them  ;  and  they  came  up  with  them  : 
Upon  which,  the  Indians  drew  together,  feemingly  determin'd  rather  to 
die  than  yield,  making  figns  to  the  Spaniards  to  flop  ;  and  the  horfemen 
coming  to  feize  them,  a  fkirmifli  began  ;  and  the  Indians  few  two  of  the 
horfes,  the  Spaniards  averring,  that  at  two  ftrokes  they  cut  off  a  horfe1* 
head.  At  the  fame  time  an  army  of  Indians,  confifting  of  about  5000 
men  appeared  in  fight,  advancing  to  the  fuccour  of  the  15  men  before- 
mentioned  ;  but  they  came  too  late,  for  they  were  all  flain  becaufe  they 
refufed  to  furrender.  Thefe  Indians  kept  ftill  advancing,  until  they 
efpied  the  chrifiian  army  moving  towards  them,  when  they  fled,  and  were 
puxfued  by  the  horfe,  who  killed  about  70  of  them  without  receiving 
any  hurt.  The  Tlaxcallans  perceiving  the  advantage  the  horfe  had  over 
th.ei,r  foot,  began  to  ufe  ftratagems  with  the  Spaniards  to  decoy  them  : 
An^  for  this  purpofe,  they  fent  fome  of  their  Indians ,  (with  two  of  the 
k^xxZeytpoallans,  whom  they  had  detained  prifoners)  to  Cortez ;  thefe 
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Indians  allured  him,  that  the  'Ilaxcallans  were  ignorant  of  what  had 
happen’d  ;  that  the  Indians  who  had  oppofed  their  paflage  belonged  to 
another  nation  over  whom  they  had  no  jurifdidlion  ;  that  they  were 
lorry  for  what  had  happened,  and  that  they  would  willingly  pay  for  the 
two  horfes  which  were  {lain  :  Then  they  kindly  invited  the  Spaniards  in¬ 
to  their  town,  faying,  they  would  gladly  receive  them,  and  enter  into 
league  and  friendship  with  them,  becaufe  they  perceived  they  were  vali¬ 
ant  men.  Cortex,  not  miftrufting  their  courtefy  and  good-will,  told  them 
he  accepted  their  invitation  and  friendlhip  ;  and  as  for  his  horfes,  he  re¬ 
quired  no  fatisfadtion  ;  for  that  he  was  in  daily  expectation  of  more 
than  he  wanted.  Cortex  then  marched  on  till  near  fun-fetting,  when  his 
army  being  much  fatigued,  he  encamped  in  an  advantageous  place  near 
a  river-fide,  keeping  a  itridt  watch  during  the  night,  bothofhorfe  and 
foot;  but  no  attempt  w'as  made.  The  next  morning  at  fun-rifing,  the 
army  decamp’d  and  marched  forwards,  when  they  met  the  two  other 
Ambaffadors  who  had  been  fent  from  Zaclotan.  Thefe  made  bitter  com¬ 
plaints  of  the  ulage  they  had  met  w’ith  from  the  '■Ilaxcallans,  who  had 
£>ound  them,  and  detained  them  in  prifon,  from  which,  by  good  fortune, 
they  had  efcaped  that  night,  or  the  next  morning  they  were  to  have  been 
facrificed  to  the  God  of  viftory  ;  they  alfo  faid,  that  the  Ilaxcallans 
protefted  they  would,  in  the  fame  manner,  facrifice  all  the  bearded  men, 
{fo  they  called  the  Spaniards)  and  all  who  came  with  them.  Immediately 
after  this,  appeared  from  behind  a  little  hill,  about  1000  Indians,  well 
armed,  after  their  country  manner,  advancing  with  a  dreadful  yell,  and 
throwing  ftones,  darts,  and  arrows,  with  great  fury  ;  Cortex  made  figns 
bf  peace  to  them,  and  by  interpreters  defired  them  to  defift  ;  but  they 
growing  more  outrageous,  the  Spaniards  betook  themfelves  to  their  arms, 
and  the  fight  grew  warm  on  both  Tides  ;  at  length  the  Indians  fled,  and 
the  Spaniards  hot  with  {laughter,  purfued  very  vigoroufly,  and  fell  into 
anambulh  of  an  infinite  number  of  armed  Indians,  who  attack’d  the 
horfe,  endeavouring  to  wreft  their  lances  from  them.  It  is  thought 
the  Spaniards  would  have  been  here  defeated,  had  it  not  been  for  their 
Indian  friends  who  came  with  them  from  Zempoalla  and  Zaclotan.  Cortex , 
in  this  extremity,  animated  his  foidiers  by  his  own  perfonal  courage, 
heading  them  with  great  bravery,  until  they  had  fought  their  way  through 
the  whole  body  of  Indians,  and  got  into  an  open  place,  when  they  bro’t 
their  artillery  to  play  upon  the  enemy,  which  lo  terrified  and  difeomfited 
them,  that  the  fled  with  great  precipitation.  There  were  a  great  many 
Indians  {lain  and  wounded  in  thefe  two  encounters,  and  fome  of  the  Spa¬ 
niards  were  wounded,  but  none  killed.  Great  were  the  odds  in  this  bat¬ 
tle,  an  army  of  80,000  Tlaxcallans  againft  1000  only  of  Spaniards  and 
Indians  joined  together. 

After  the  battle,  Cortex  pitch’d  his  camp  in  a  village  called  Tcoacaxince, 
where  there  was  a  little  tower  and  a  temple,  and  here  they  fortify’d 
themfelves  ;  the  enfuing  night  they  enjoyed  but  little  refl,  for  fear  of  a 
third  attack.  As  foon  as  it  was  day.  Cortex  fent  a  mefiage  to  th® 
tlaxcallans,  requeuing  they  would  let  him  pafs  peaceably  through  their 
country  on  their  way  to  Mexico ;  that  they  intended  to  do  no  injury  to 
them,  but  were  deftrous  of  entering  into  a  league  of  amity  and  friend- 
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fliip  with  them.  The  anfwer  returned,  was,  that  fome  of  their  chief* 
would  come.the  next  day  and  confer  with  them,  when  they  would  de¬ 
clare  their  minds.,  Cortex,  did  not  like  this  anfwer,  and  therefore,  with 
great  prudence,  prepared  for  their  reception  ;  befides,  he  was  informed 
by  ioipe  prifoners  he  had  taken,  that  all  the  power  of  llaxcalla  was  join¬ 
ed  together,  and  that  they  intended  to  attack  the  fpanifh  army  the  day 
following,  with  150000  men,  threatning  to  apprehend  them  all  alive, 
arid  to  make  a  folemn  iacrilice  of  them  to  their  gods. 

The  Tluxcalhm  army  confifted  of  four  divifions,  to  wit,  the  men  of 
the  mountains,  the  men  of  the  lime-pits,  the  men  of  the  pine-trees,  and 
the.  water- men,  which  made  up  the  whole  body  of  the  common-wealth 
of  I  la  xc  alia.:  Over  thefe  were  four  chiefs,  Tepeticpac,  Ocotelulco,  cIi%at- 
4m.  and  ^uiahuisstlan.  Each  of  thefe  captains  had  his  juft  proportion 
of  men  :  but  Xicotencatl  was  the  general  of  the  whole  army,  who  was  of 
the  lime-pits  ;  and  he  had  the  ftandard  of  the  common-wealth,  which  is 
a  crane  of  gqjd,  with  his  wings  fpread,  and  adorned  with  emeralds  and 
fjlver  work.  This  ftandard  was  fornedmes  carried  before  the  army,  and 
fometimes  behind  them  all.  Maxixcazin  was  lieutenant-general  of  the 
s.rmy, .  which  confjfted  of  150,000  men  :  Thefe  fet  themfelves  in  battle- 
array  again (1  1000  men,  < viz.  400  Spaniards ,  and  600  Indians  of  Zempo- 
alia  and  Zaclotan.  I  have  been  the  more  particular  in  the  deferiptioq 
of  the  Tlaxcallan  army,  with  their  officers ;  becaufe  they  afterwards  join¬ 
ed  the  little  fpanijb  army,  and  became  their  mo  ft  faithful  friends  and  allies, 
without  whole  aid  and  affiiiance  they  could  never  have  made  a  conqueft: 
of  Mexico,  or  maintain'd  their  ground  in  South-  America. 

The  Indian  army,  in  their  march,  looked  like  a  moving  foreft  upon  the 
plains :  their  weapons  and  armour,  were  flings,  bows  and  arrows,  fpears, 
flaves,  fplints,  gauntlets,  corflets  made  of  cotton  wool,  targets,  and 
bucklers’,  made  of  wood  very  ftrong,  covered  with  leather,  and  trimmed 
with  latfen  and  feathers  :  Their  fwords  were  of  wood,  and  the  edge 
thereof  was  flint-ftone,  curioufly  and  artificially  enclofed  or  joined  to  9 
ftaff  or  piece  of  tough  wood,  with  a  fort  of  glue,  fo  firm,  that  it  fcarce 
ever  came  afunder  ;  thefe  flints  were  work’d  to  fo  keen  an  edge,  that  they 
would  cut  even  iron  itfelf  ;  and  give  deep  and  dangerous  wounds.  1  heir 
inftruments  of  war  were  horns  and  drums,  called  Atabals,  made  like  a 
caldron,  and  coveted  with  vellum.  The  Spaniards  declared,  that  in  all 
their  difeoveries  of  South- America,  they  never  met  with  an  army  fo  well 
regulated,  or  in  fo  good  order.  The  Indians  began  to  banter  the  Spani¬ 
ards,  faying,  ‘  What  a  mad  people  thefe  bearded  men  are,  to  threaten  us 
“  before  they  know  us ;  but  though  they  have  been  fo  bold  as  to  invade 
“  our  country,  it  will  be  no  credit  to  us  to  attack  them  whilft  they  are 
“  weary  ;  befides  they  are  come  with  empty  ftomachs,  therefore  we 
V  will  fend  them  fome  refrefhments  ;  after  which  we  will  feize  them, 
4‘  bind  them,  and  facrifice  them  to  our  gods.”  Upon  this  they  lent  to  the 
Spaniards  300  turkey-cocks,  and  200  bafkets  of  bread  ;  which  was  a  great 
fuecour  and  comfort  to  them,  who  were  very  much  in  want  of  provifions. 

The  Indian  chiefs  then  feledled  out  2000  of  their  valianteft  men  of  war 
and  old  foldiers,  ordering  them  to  go  and  bind  the  Spaniards ,  and  bring 
them  alive,  or,  if  they  refifted,  to  kill  them,  difdaining  to  attack  them 

with 
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With  their  whole  army,  bccaufe  they  fhould  get  no  honour  by  it.  The 
2000  foldiers  pafied  the  trench  between  the  two  camps,  and  came  boldly 
up  to  the  tower  where  the  Spaniards  had  fortified  themfelves  ;  upon 
which  they  were  io  vigoroufly  attack’d  by  the  JpaniJb  horfe  and  foot, 
thdt  they  loon  fled,  and  were  almolt  all  cut  to  pieces  before  they  could 
repafs  the  aforefaid  trench  or  ditch.  The  whole  army  of  Indians  then 
began  to  move  towards  the fpani/b  camp,  but  a  dreadful  fiaughter  was 
made  amongft  them  by  the  playing  ot  the  artillery  and  the  JpaniJb  muf- 
ketry  j  notwithflanding,  which  many  ot  the  Indians  boldly  enter  d  the 
camp,  and  fought  for  a  conliderabie  time  ;  at  laft  icemg  their  men  fall 
on  every  fide,  and  night  approaching,  the  whole  Indian  army  retired  in¬ 
to  the  town  ;  to  the  great  joy  of  the  Spaniards,  who  declared  they  were 
weary  with  killing  of  Indians ,  and  not  one  Spaniard  was  {lain.  The 
next  morning  before  day,  Cortez,  leaving  half  his  men  to  keep  the  camp, 
with  the  relt  made  an  excurfion  into  the  neighbourhood,  and  burnt  about 
ten  towns,  and  lacked  one  town  of  near  3000  houfes,  the  people  being 
gone  to  the  enemy's  camp  ;  after  he  had  gather’d  together  as  much 
plunder  as  they  could  conveniently  carry  away,  they  fatfire  to  the  town 
alfo,  and  returned  to  the  camp  before  noon.  The  Indians  attack’d  them 
again  in  their  retreat,  in  hopes  to  recover  fome  of  the  fpoil,  and  evefl 
follow’d  them  up  to  their  camp  a  fecond  time,  where  another  great 
fiaughter  was  made  of  them,  when  they  gave  over  fighting,  and  the  vic¬ 
tory  remained  to  the  Spaniards  ;  the  Indians  crying  out  they  were  en¬ 
chanted,  for  their  arrows  could  not  hurt  them. 

The  next  day  the  Haxcallan  chiefs  fent  mefiengers  to  Cortez,  with 
three  feveral  prefents,  who  thus  addrefl'ed  him  ;  ‘  Behold  here  five  flaves, 

*  and  if  thou  be  that  rigorous  god  who  eateth  man’s  flefh,  eat  thofe,  and 

*  we  will  bring  thee  more:  but  if  thou  be  a  gentle  and  meek  god,  behold 

*  here  are  frankincenfe  and  feathers  :  And  if  thou  be  a  mortal  man,  we 

*  have  brought  thee  fowl,  bread,  and  cherries  to  eat.’  Cortez  took  the  laft, 
and  allured  them,  that  he  and  his  were  mortal  men  as  well  as  they  ;  and 
afked  them  why  they  flatter’d  and  deceived  him,  whilft  he  told  them  no¬ 
thing  but  the  truth,  onlv  defiring  their  friendftiip,  and  adviied  them  not 
to  be  obftinate  and  ltubborn,  which  would  certainly  bring  on  their  ruin 
and  deftrudtion.  It  is  remarkable,  that  during  this  contefl:  for  fifteen 
days  together,  the  Indians  conftantly  fent  to  the  Spaniards  cakes  of  bread, 
turkey-cocks,  and  cherries,  not  out  of  good-will  but  policy,  to  learn 
what  damage  was  done,  and  whether  the  chriftians  intended  to  proceed 
or  to  return  from  whence  they  came.  But  finding  by  their  mefiengers, 
that  the  Spaniards  were  neither  daunted  nor  diminilhed,  nor  likely  to  re¬ 
treat,  they  at  laft  concluded  to  fend  their  general,  Xicotencatl,  to  Cortex  5 
and  accordingly  he  fat  out,  attended  by  50  pCrfons  of  great  authority 
amongft  them  :  when  they  approached  thechriftian  camp,  they  faluted 
the  Spaniards  according  to  the  cuftom  of  their  country  :  Salutations  over, 
and  both  parties  being  feated,  Xicotencatl  firit  began  the  conference,  fay¬ 
ing,  that  he  was  come  in  his  own  behalf,  and  in  the  behalf  of  all  the 
noble  perfonages,  and  the  whole  Hate  and  Common-wealth  of  'Tlaxcalla , 
to  beieech  and  pray  the  Spaniards  to  admit  them  into  their  friendfhip  and 
alliance  ;  that  they  yielded  jjjj  themfelves  and  their  country  to  the  king 
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of  Spain  ;  craving  pardon  for  taking  up  arms  againfi:  them,  not  know¬ 
ing  who  they  were,  or  what  they  fought  for  in  their  territories  ;  that  it 
was  natural  for  them  to  defend  the  entrance  of  their  country  againft 
ftrangers,  and  fuch  fort  of  men  whom  they  had  never  feen  before,  more 
efpecially,  fince  they  fufpefted  the  Spaniards  were  friends  to  the  Mexicans, 
their  mortal  enemies  ;  that  every  man  of  them  would  rather  chufe  to 
die  than  to  become  fubjedts  to  Montezuma  ;  that  they  efteemed  themfelvefc 
as  valiant  and  courageous  as  their  forefathers,  who  had  always  refilled 
Montezuma's  grandfather  and  father,  who  were  as  powerful  as  he  is  now  5 
that  they  ufed  their  utmolt  endeavours  to  have  conquered  the  Spaniards, 
but  could  not,  finding  their  ftrength  invincible  ;  and  therefore,  fined 
fuch  was  their  fate,  they  rather  chofe  to  become  fubjedts  to  them  than  td> 
any  others,  more  efpecially,  fince  they  faw  the  Zempoailans  amongft 
them,  who  feemed  happy  and  contented  :  Upon  which  confederation1, 
he  trufted  their  liberties  would  not  be  diminifhed,  nor  their  houfes  and 
hufbandry  deltroyed,  but  rather  that  their  own  perfons,  their  wives  and 
their  families  would  be  the  better  preferved.  At  this  inilance  the  tears 
trickled  down  his  cheeks ;  and  he  befought  Cortez  to  confider,  that  : Tlax- 
ea.Ua  had  never  yet  acknowledged  any  fuperior  or  king  ;  nor  at  any  time 
had  any  perfon  come  among  them  to  command,  but  only  him,  whom 
they  did  now  voluntarily  eledt  and  chufe  as  their  fuperior  and  ruler. 

Nothing  could  afford  Cortez  greater  pleafure,  than  to  behold  a  mighty 
general,  who  had  under  his  command  1  50,000  foldiers,  thus  fubmitting 
himfelf ;  more  efpecially,  when  heconfidered  what  an  extraordinary  ad¬ 
vantage  mull  attend  his  future  enterprizes,  by  having  fo  potent  and  war¬ 
like  a  nation  in  fubjedtion  to,  and  alliance  with  him  :  He  now  imagined 
his  principal  difficulties  were  over  ;  and  with  a  courteous  and  plealan't 
countenance,  he  returned  an  anfwer  to  the  Tlaxcallan  general,  to  the 
following  purpofe.  That  the  Ioffes  they  had  fuftained,  and  the  damage* 
which  had  been  done  them,  were  owing  to  their  own  obilinacy,  in  re- 
fufing  him  a  paffage  through  their  country,  on  his  way  to  Mexico  ;  that 
he  pardoned  their  killing  his  two  horfes ;  that  he  forgave  their  treachery 
and  falffiood,  in  endeavouring  to  decoy  him  and  his  men  into  their  town*, 
and  then  to  facrifice  them  to  their  gods  and  ftupid  idols ;  that  all  thefe 
injuries  were  now  intirely  forgiven,  and  fiiould  be  no  more  remembered; 
that  he  kindly  accepted  their  offer  of  fubmiffion  and  fubjedtion  to  the 
king  of  Spain,  his  royal  mailer  ;  and  that  he  would  now  enter  their 
town  in  peace  and  friendlhip,  clleeming  them  as  his  faithful  allies. 

There  were  at  this*time  in  the  camp  with  Cortez,  ambaffadors  from 
Montezuma,  who  were  very  uneafy  on  account  of  this  new  alliance  be¬ 
tween  the  Spaniards  and  T/axcallans,  and  endeavoured  to  perfuade  Cortez 
to  give  no  credit  to  the  declarations  of  Xicotencatl ;  for  that  he  was  full 
of  deceit,  and  intended  only  to  allure  them  into  the  town,  and  then  td 
murder  them.  Cortez  anfwered,  that  their  advice  might  be  probable ; 
but  that  he  was  refolved  to  try  them  ;  and  that  he  was  lefs  afraid  of  them 
in  the  town  than  in  the  field.  The  ambaffadors  perceiving  the  Spanilh 
general  to  be  firmly  fixed  in  his  refolutions,  befought  him  to  give  one 
of  them  leave  to  go  to  Mexico,  to  inform  their  emperor  Montezuma,  of 
fihe  prefeiu  fixation  of  affairs,  prpmifing  to  retufi*.  in  fix  days  with 
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further  inftruftions,  and  at  the  fame  time,  they  requeued  him  to  remain 
in  his  prelent  fit  nation  until  the  arnbalTador  came  back.  This  requetfc 
Cortez  readily  granted,  and  pronaifed  towait  in  his  camp  the  limitted  time, 
inwardly  rejoicing,  to  find  the  Mexicans  fo  fearful  that  this  new  alliance 
with  the  T lax ca llar.s  would  be  their  ruin  and  deftru&ion,  as  indeed  st  af¬ 
terwards  proved.  The  6th  day  the  arnbalTador  returned  agreeable  to  his 
promife,  and  brought  with  him  ten  jewels  fet  in  gold  very  curioufly,  as  a 
prefent  to  Cortez  ;  as  alfo  1 5,000  garments  of  cotton,  exceeding  fine,  to¬ 
gether  with  this  meflage  from  Montezuma  10  the  Spanijb  general,  “  That 
the  emperor  earnefily  intreated  him  not  to  put  too  much  confidence  in 
the  TJaxcallans,  who  were  a  faithlefs  people,  and  fo  very  poor,  that  they 
would  even  rob  him  of  the  prefents  he  had  fent  him  ;  and  being  jealous 
of  the  prefent  friendihip  fubftfting  between  himielf  and  Cortez,  he  was 
certain  they  would  murder  him  upon  that  account.” 

At  the  fame  time  the  7  laxcallans  intreated  Cortez  to  march  into  their 
town,  where  he  and  his  army  Ihouid  be  well  provided  for,  and, taken  care 
of;  offering  fuch  hoftages  for  his  fecurity  as  he  himfelf  fhould  defire; 
declaring,  that  the  oath  and  faith  of  their  common-wealth  was  not  to  be 
violated  or  broken  for  any  confideration  or  intereff  whatfoeyer.  Cortez  s 
chief  defign  was  theconquefi  of  Mexico ,  which  he  knew  could  never  be 
attained  by  the  difi'embled  friendfhip  of  Montezuma,  and  placing  intire 
confidence  in  his  new  allies,  the  7 laxcallans ,  mortal  enemies  to  the 
Mexicans,  he  therefore  began  his  march  towards  the  town  of  7laxca.Ua, 
in  the  fame  order  as  if  he  had  been  going  to  enter  the  field  of  battle,  hav- 
ing  firft  piled  up  a  great  heap  of  Hones,  and  ere&ed  erodes  at  the  tower 
where  he  had  pitch’d  his  camp,  as  a  memorial  of  the  grand  alliance  he 
had  entered  into  with  the  7 laxcallans,  Zempoallans ,  and  Zaclotans,  and 
which  monument  1  myfelffaw  when  I  was  there.  Multitudes  of  people 
came  out  to  meet  him,  with  all  the  tokens  of  efieem  and  friendihip  tha£ 
could  poffibly  be  expreffed.  He  was  lodged  in  the  greateft  temple,  in 
which  were  many  ftately  apartments,  fufficient  for  himfelf  and  all  the 
Spaniards  :  The  Indians  of  Zcmpoalla  and  Zaclotan  were  quartered  in  other 
parts  of  the  town.  Cortez  prescribed  certain  boundaries  to  the  Spaniard i, 
the  limits  of  which  he  ftridly  charged  not  one  of  them  to  pafs  upon  pain 
of  death  ,-  and  that  they  fhould  not  prefume  to  plunder,  or  touch  any 
thing  but  what  was  given  them  ;  which  orders  were  pundually  obeyed  ; 
And  the  Indians  took  care  to  fupply  them  with  every  thing  neceffary,  with 
all  thekindnefs  and  courtefy  due  to  ftrangers ;  nay,  they  even  gave  them 
their  daughters,  in.  order  to  propagate  (as  they  term’d  it)  a  breed  of  heroes 
and  valiant  men  ;  for  fuch  they  efteemed  the  Spaniards  to  be,  ,  Cortez 
thus  fully  affured  of  the  faith  and  confidence  of  the  Indians,  began  to  en¬ 
quire  of  the  power,  ftrength  and  riches  of  Montezuma  ;  the  7 laxcallans 
faid,  none  werei  more  capable  of  anfwering  thofe  queftions  than  them- 
felves,  who  had  been  at  war  with  him,  his  father,  and  grandfathers,  for 
above  a  hundred  years  ;  that  Montezuma's  gold  and  treafure  was  ineili- 
mable;  that  his  power  and  dominion  extended  over  the  whole  kingdom 
of  Mexico,  and  that  the  forces  he  could  bring  into  the  field  were  innume¬ 
rable,  as  they  themfelves  had  often  experienced.  Cortez  told  them  he 
was  neither  difeouraged  at  his  power,  nor  the  multitude  of  his  forces ; 
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that  he  intended  to  march  for  Mexico,  and  would  free  the  Tlaxcallans 
from  his  t.yrannv,  and  in  his  way  would  fubdue  all  thofe  towns  which 
were  in  alliance  with  the  Mexicans,  and  which  did  annoy  them  and  their 
common-wealth.  They  returned  him  hearty  thanks,  alluring  him  they 
would  both  accompany  and  afiift  him,  and  for  the  prelent,  ofiered  him 
twenty  thoufand  men,  entering  into  a  folemn  league  and  covenant,  never 
to  loriake  him.  Thus  one  of  the  chiefeft  and  moft  valiant,  though  not 
the  richeft,  nations  of  South-  America,  was  fubdued,  and  Drought  under  the 
power  and  command  of  the  king  of  Spain,  whofe  inhabitants  adhered 
jnoit  faithfully  to  Cortez,  without  whofe  affiftance  he  never  could  have 
made  a  corjqueft  of  Mexico  j  and  ior  which  fervice  the  Tlaxcalians  are 
to  this  day  excufed  from  that  annual  tribute-tax  paid  by  every  other 
Indian  to  the  crown  of  Spain  ;  they  paying  only  one  corn  of  maiz  of 
Indian  wheat,  as  an  acknowledgment  of  fubjeftion. 

This  great  town  of  'Ilaxcalla  in  times  paft  was  called  Texcalla,  that  is 
to  fay,  a  valley  between  two  hills.  Itisfeated  by  a  river  fide,  which 
fpringeth  out  of  a  hill  called  Atlancapetec,  and  watereth  the  moft  part  of 
the  province,  and  emptieth  itfelf  into  the  South  fea  by  Zacatullan.  In 
this  town  are  four  fpacious  ftreets  :  the  firft  is  upon  a  high  hill,  far  from 
the  river,  and  is  called  Tcpoticpac,  which  fignifies  a  hill  ;  and  here  the 
people  firft  fettled  on  high,  becaufe  of  the  wars.  Thelecond  ftreet  was 
on  the  hill  fide,  near  the  river  ;  and  becaufe  a  great  many  pines  grew 
there,  they  called  the  ftreet  Ocotelulco,  which  is,  a  pine-apple-plat  this 
was  a  beautiful  ftreet,  and  the  beft  inhabited  of  all  the  town  ;  here  was 
the  chief  market-place,  and  was  formerly  fo  famous,  that  20.000  per- 
fons  came  there  in  one  day  to  buy  and  fell,  that  is,  changing  one  thing 
for  another  ;  for  they  knew  not  what  money  meant  before  the  Spaniards 
came  amongft  them.  In  this  ftreet  lived  Maxixca,  the  lieutenant-general 
of  all  the  forces.  The  third  ftreet  was  fituated  along  the  river  fide  in  the 
plain,  and  becaufe  there  is  much  lime  and  chalk,  they  called  it  Tizatlan , 
or  the  lime-pits.  In  this  ftreet  Xicotencatl,  capiain-general  of  the  com¬ 
mon-wealth,  dwelt.  The  fourth  ftreet,  lying  near  the  brackilh  water,  was 
named  Quiahuiztlan,  or  the  water-ftreyt.  Since  the  arrival  of  the  Spa¬ 
niards,  th-efe  ftreets  have  been  better  built,  with  ftc\ie,  and  are  much  more 
commodious.  In  the  plain,  by  the  river-fide,  ft\nds  the  town-houfe, 
and  other  offices,  as  in  the  city  of  Venice.  The  government  was  arifto- 
cratical,  by  the  nobleft  and  richeft  men  :  for  they  w&tfifl  by  no  means, 
admit  a  fingle  perfon  to  rule  them,  declaring  it  favout’d  too  much  of  ty¬ 
ranny  ;  and  they  therefore  hated  Montezuma  as  a  tyrant.  1°  the  time  of 
war  they  had  always  four  captains,  or  head  warriors,  dile  of  which  they 
chofe  captain-general.  They  had  likevvife  fome  under-captains,  but  not 
many.  In  the  marching  of  their  army  the  ftandard  was  always  carried 
behind  them  ;  but  whenever  they  enter’d  into  an  engagement,  the  ftan¬ 
dard  moved  to  fome  eminence,  where  it  might  be  viewed  by  the  whole 
army,  and  whoever  did  not  join  it  immediately  was  liable  to  a  certain 
punilhment.  Their  ftandard  was  two  crofs-bow  arrows,  which  they 
efteemed  as  the  reliques  of  their  anceftors  ;  and  was  alwiys  carried  by 
two  of  their  oldeft  and  moft  valiant  foldiers,  the  chiefeft  of  their  cap¬ 
tains.  This  fuperftitious  ceremony  was  alvVays  obferved  by' way  of  pre¬ 
diction 
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jftion  before  a  battle :  They  let  fly  one  of  thefe  arrows  at  the  firfl  enu- 
,iies  they  met,  and  if  it  either  killed  01  wounded  a  perfon,  it  prcfnged  a 
idory  ;  but  if  it  did  neither,  then  they  affuredly  believed  that  they 

hoy  Id  lofe  the  held.  ,  ,  .  ,, 

"1'his.  province  or  lordfliip  of  Blaxcalla  confided  of  twenty-eight  v  - 
ages  and  towns,  which  contained  one  hundred  and  fifty  thoufand  hcut- 
roiders.  They  are  well-made  men,  and  good  warriors, .  the  like  not  to 
,e  found  amongft  the  Indians.  They  are  very  poor,  their  riches  cordih- 
ng  chiefly  in  grain  and  corn,  and  with  the  grain  and  profit  thereof,  they 
both  death'  themfelves,  and  provide  all  other  neceffaries;  They  have 
feverai  tradefmen  amongft  the  Indians ,  fuch  as  goldfmiths,  feather- drelTers, 
barbers,  weavers,  potters,  &c.  which  laft  make  as  good  earthen  veifeis 
as  moil  in  Europe.  The  earth  is  fat,  and  fruitful  for  corn,  fruit,  and 
pafture.  Within  two  leagues  of  the  town  of  ll&xcalla  ftandeth  a  round 
hill  which  is  fix  miles  In  its  afeent,  and  five  and  forty  miles  in  circum  ¬ 
ference,  which  is  now  called  St. Bartholomew  s  hill ;  but  in  former  times 
it  was, called  Matealcucie,  who  was  their  god  of  water.  They  had  alio  a 
god  of  wine,  who  was  named  Ometochli ,  to  whom  they  made  many 
drunken  feftivals  :  But  their  chiefeft  god  was  called  Camaxtlo,  whole 
temple  flood  in  the  ftreet  Ocotelulccr ;  in  the  which  temple  there  were 
fome  years  facrificed  above  eight  hundred  perfons.  There  was  aMo  or- 
merly  in  the  town  a  common  goal,  where  felons  lay  in  fetters,  and  an 
criminals  were  punifhed.  During  the  time  Cortez  was  there,  a  townsman 
Hole  from  a  Spaniard  a  little  gold,  whereof  Cortez  complained  to  Max- 
j'xca,  who  forthwith  made  fuch  enquiry,  that  the  offender  was  found  m 
Cbolotia,  which  is  another  great  town  five  leagues  from  thence.  I  hey 
brought  the  prifoner  with  the  gold,  and  delivered  him  to  Cortez,  to  cor- 
reft  him  at  his  pleafure  :  But  Cortez  would  not  concern  himfelf  ltl  the. 
affair,  returning  Maxixca  thanks  for  his  honefty  and  diligence.  iJaxixca 
then  ordered  the  prifoner  to  be  carried  through  the  ftreet,  witn  a  crier  be¬ 
fore  him,  proclaiming  his  offence,  and  in  the  market-place,  upon  a  kaf- 
fold,  they  broke  his  joints  with  a  club.  This  piece  ofjuftice  was  weli- 
pleafing  to  th eSponiards,  and  induced  them  to  place  great  confidence  in 
their  attachment  to  their  interefl  in  their  intended  conqudx  of  Mexit-o  ana 

^iTSTft'reet  called  Ocotelulca,  there  is  now  erefted  a  cloifter  of  Fran- 
eifean  friars,  who  are  the  preachers  of  that  town  ;  and  they  have  joining 
to  their  cloifter  a  very  fair  church,  to  which  belong  50  Indian  fingers, 
prganifts,  players  on  mufical  inftruments,  and  trumpeters,  who  decorate 
themafs  with  very  pleaiant  harmonious  mufick  In  this  cloifter  we  were 
etltertainyd  a  day  and  two  nights  with  plenty  of  flefh  and  fi:  1».  e  r1^ 
are  allowed  a  dpzen  Indians  by  the  town,  who  are  freed  mom  ai  e 
fervices  only  tofifb  for  them.  They  change  their  turns  by  weeks,  four 
one  week  and  four  apother  ;  except  they  be  called  for  upon  fome  ipecial 
cccafion,  and  then  they  leave  all  other  work,  and  attend  only  with  fifh 
upon  the  friars.  The  town  now  is  inhabited  by  Spaniards  ami  Indians 
together,  and  is  the  feat  of  a  chief  officer  of  juftice  fent  from  Span ’  every 
three  years,  called  Alcalde-Major,  whofe  power  reacheth  to  all  the  towns 
tyithin  twenty  leagues.  Beftdes  him,  the  Indians  have  alio  among  them- 
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fives,  Alcaldes ,  Rcgidores,  and  Alguaziles,  Superior  apd  inferior  officers 
ofjuftice,  appointed  yearly  by  the  Alcalde- Major,  who  keeps  them  ail  in 
awe,  and  commands  their  fervice  at  his  pleafure,  without  paying  any 
thing  for  it.  The  hard  ufage  of  this  Alcalde-Major ,  and  other  Spaniards, 
hath  much  decreafed  that  populous  town,  which  fhould  rather  have  beetl 
tncreaf^d  than  diminished  by  the  Spaniards,  who,  by  their  affiftance,  gain¬ 
ed  all  the  reft  of  the  country  , 

C  cl  A  F.  VI. 

&be  continuation  of  the  mijjicnaries  journey  from  Tlaxcalla,  through  the  city 
of  Angels,  and  Guacocingo  ;  with  their  arrival  at  the  famous  city  of 
Mexico. 

THE  next  remarkable  place  we  met  with  in  our  journey,  after  our 
departure  from  Tlaxcalla ,  was  the  city  called  by  the  Spaniards, 
La  Puebla  de  las  Angelos ,  or  the  City  of  Angels.  Our  arrival  here  was  the 
more  agreeable  ;  becaufe  we  were  told  there  was  in  this  city  a  convent 
of  Dominicans,  of  our  own  profeffion,  which  we  had  not  met  with 
fince  our  departure  from  St  'John  de  Ul-va.  Here  we  refrefheci  ourielves 
for  three  days,  and  were  received  very  kindly  by  our  brethren,  who 
fpared  no  hofpitality  for  our  entertainment.  We  tor  i?  a  particular  view 
of  this  city,  judging  of  the  wealth  and  r;ches  of  it,  not  only  by  its  great 
trade,  but  by  the  many  cloifters  of  friars  and  nur.s  which  it  maintaineth, 
who  are  commonly  very  burthenlome  to  the  places  where  they  live,  being 
an  lule  kind  of  beggars,  who  make  the  people  believe  the  fupporting 
them  is  meritorious,  and  facing  to  their  fouls ;  and  that  their  prayers 
for  them  are  more  worth  than  the  fuftenance  they  receive  from  them. 
There  are  in  that  city  a  very  great  cloifkr  of  fifty  or  fixty  Dominicans , 
another  of  Rvancifcans,  another  of  Mercenarians,  another  of  Augujiines , 
another  of  Carmelites ,  and  another  of  Jefuits,  befldes  four  of  Nuns.  This 
city  is  feated  in  a  low  pleafant  valley,  about  ten  leagues  from  a  very  high 
mountain,  which  is  always  covered  with  fnow.  It  ftandeth  twenty  leagues 
from  Mexico,  and  was  firft  built  and  inhabited  in  the  year  1530,  by  the 
command  of  Don  Antonio  de  Mendoza,  Viceroy  of  Mexico,  with  the  con- 
fent  of  Sebafian  Ramirez ,  who  was  a  bifhop,  and  prefident  of  the  chancery 
of  Mexico.  This  city  was  formerly  called  by  the  Indians,  Cuetlaxcoapan, 
that  is  to  fay,  a  fnake  in  the  water ;  becaufe  there  are  in  it  two  fountains^ 
the  one  of  good,  the  other  of  bad  water.  It  is  now  a  bifhop’s  fee,  whofe 
yearly  revenues,  fince  the  cutting  off  Xalappa  de  la  <vera  Cruz  from  it  ard 
yet  worth  above  20,000  ducats.  The  city  lies  in  a  good  and  wholefome 
air,  and  daily  increafes  in  the  number  of  people,  who  refort  from  many 
other  places  to  live  there  ;  but  efpecially  in  the  year  1634,  when  the  city 
of  Mexico  was  in  danger  of  being  drowned  by  the  inundation  of  the  lake, 
multitudes  of  people  left  it,  and  came  to  refide  with  their  families  in  the 
city  of  Angels,  which  confifteth  at  leaft  of  ten  thoufand  inhabitants.  But 
what  makes  this  city  moft  famous,  is  the  cloth  which  is  made  in  it,  tho’C 
to  be  as  good  as  moft  in  Europe.  About  the  place  there  are  many  gardens, 
which  ftore  the  markets  with  vegetable  provifions.  The  foil  produces 
wheat  in  plenty  ;  and  there  aie  many  fugar-farms  near  the  city,  efpecially 
v. . ..  "  |J  "  '  one 
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tine  very  urge  one  belonging  to  the  Dominicans  at  Mexico,  upon  which 
in  my  time  were  employed  above  two  hundred  men  and  women  negro 
ilaves,  befides  children. 

The  chief  town  between  the  city  of  Angels  and  Mexico,  is  called  Gua¬ 
cocingo ,  confiding  of  about  five  hundred  Indian  and  one  hundred JpaniJh 
inhabitants.  Here  is  alfo  a  cloifter  of  Francifcans,  who  entertained  us 
very  fumptuoufly,  being  fond  of  fhewing  us  the  fkill  of  their  Indians  in 
mufick.  '  Thefe  fat  lul'cious  friars,  like  the  reft,  want  no  provifion  to 
pamper  the  body,  the  food  for  the  foul  being  the  leaft  of  their  care ;  But 
the  greateft  of  their  glory,  was  the  education  which  they  had  given  to 
forne  children  of  the  town,  whom  they  had  brought  up  to  dancing  after 
the  Spanifti  falhion  to  the  mufick  of  the  guittar  ;  about  a  dozen  ot  them, 
the  oideft  not  above  fourteen,  diverted  us  very  elegantly  till  midnight, 
finging  both  vidian  and  Cpanith  fongs,  and  capering  and  dancing  with 
their  caftanefs,  which  not  only  delighted  but  furprized  us ;  for  we  tho’t 
thefe  Francifcans  might  have  been  more  decently  employed  in  the  choir 
at  thier  devotions,  according  to  their  profeflion  ;  but  we  found  vowed 
religious  duties  more  and  more  negle&ed,  and  worldly  pleafures  too 
much  embraced,  by  thofe  who  had  pretended  to  have  forfaken  the 
World,  and  all  its  fports  and  paftimes. 

The  inhabitants  of  Guacocingo  alfo  enter’d  into  league  with  Hernando 
Cortez  and  the  Spaniards  againft  the  Mexicans,  and  were  of  very  great 
fervice  in  that  expedition,  for  which  they  have  many  privileges  and  im- 
ihunities  granted  them  by  the  king  of  Spain,  being  much  efteemed  for 
their  great  valour  in  relievingthe  inhabitants  of  Cbalco  againft  the  ftrength 
and  power  of  Montczivna,  Who  had  iflued  out  of  Mexico,  and  enclofed 
that  town,  to  keep  the  Spaniards  out  of  that  city. 

From  Guacocingo ,  we  made  our  laft  journey  to  the  city  of  Mexico,  paf- 
fing  over  the  fide  of  that  high  hill  which  we  iaw  from  the  city  of  Angels » 
about  30  miles  off.  Fifteen  miles  of  our  way  we  reckon’d  to  be  up  and 
down  this  hill,  and  yet  we  did  not  reach  the  top  of  it ;  but  from  the  high- 
eft  part  we  travelled  over,  we  could  plainly  dil'cover  the  city  of  Mexico, 
ind  the  lake  about  it,  which  was  ten  Englijb  miles  in  a  plain  from  the 
bottom  of  the  mountain.  The  firft  town  we  came  to  below  the  hill,  was 
Quahutipec,  near  unto  which  was  pitch’d  the  camp  of  the  Indians  of  Cul- 
hua,  confifting  of  near  i  co  ooo  men,  who  were  fent  by  the  Mexicans 
and  Te zcucans,  to  encounter  Cortez ;  but  all  in  vain,  for  his  horfemeti 
broke  through  them,  and  his  artillery  made  fuch  havock  amongft  them, 
that  they  were  foon  put  to  flight.  Three  leagues  from  hence  on  our 
right  hand,  and  on  the  fide  of  the  lake,  by  the  city  of  Tezcuco  :  Cortez 
found  this  a  great  city,  almoft  as  large  as  Mexico  ;  though  he  met  with 
ho  refiftance  there  ;  for  as  he  was  marching’ towards  it,  four  principal 
perfotls,  bearing  a  rod  of  gold  with  a  little  flag,  in  token  of  peace,  ap¬ 
proached  his  forces,  acquainting  them,  that  their  lord  had  fent  them  to 
defire  the  Spaniards  not  to  make  any  fpoil  of  his  city,  or  the  towns  about 
it ;  offering  lodging  to  the  whole  army  in  the  town  of  Tezcuco,  where  they 
fhould  be  well  received.  Though  Cortez  feemed  plealed  with  this  folemn 
embafiy,  yet  he  miftrufted  fome  treachery  in  the  Tezcucans,  whofe  forces 
had  joined  the  Mexicans  he  therefore  came  to  Quabutipec,  and  Huaxuta, 
i  (whicli 
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(which  were  then  the  fuburbs  of  the  great  city  of  Tczcuco,  but  are  now 
little  villages)  where  he  threw  down  their  idols,  and  found  all  neceflary 
provifions  for  his  army  :  He  then  enter  d  the  city,  and  took  up  his 
lodgings  in  a  great  houfe  fufficient  to  contain  him  and  all  his  Spaniards , 
befides  many  of  his  Indian  friends  And  becaufe  he  found  neither  women 
nor  children  in  thecity,  he  fufpefted  deceit,  and  forthwith  proclaimed, 
upon  p;tin  of  death,  that  none  of  his  men  fhould  ftir  out  of  the  town. 

T  he  Spaniards  went  up  into  the  higheft  buildings  of  the  town,  from 
whence  they  could  fee  the  inhabitants  flying  off  with  their  effedls,  lome 
towards  the  mountains,  but  moft  of  them  upon  the  lake,  where  they 
computed  at  lead  tw'enty  thoufand  can*es  were  employed  in  carrying 
off  houfnold  goods  and  other  things ;  fo  large  and  numerous  at  this  time 
was  this  famous  city  of  'Ttzcuco-.  Cortez  was  much  djflatisfied  at  this 
fight,  but  knew  not  which  way  to  remedy  it.  He  was  defirous  of  ap¬ 
prehending  the  lord  of  the  place  ;  but  he  was  fled  to  Mexico . 

Thefe  Indians  of  Tezcuco  (according  to  the  hiftory  of  thote  times) 
were  the  fir  ft  who  accepted  of  a  Chriftian  king  to  govern  them  :  for 
Cortez  perceiving  that  their  former  king,  Coacuacoyocin,  was  fled,  fum- 
raoofed  all  the  citizens  that  were  left,  to  meet  together,  and  having  in 
his  company  a  young  man  of  a  noble  family  in  that  country,  who  had 
been  lately  chriften’d  by  the  name  of  Don  Hernando,  Cortez  being  his 
gou-father,  recommended  him  to  the  Tezcucans,  for  their  king,  alledging, 
that  their  former  king  having  abandoned  them  in  their  diftrels,  was  not 
worthy  of  further  rule,  and  they  knew  him  to  be  both  a  tyrant  and  a 
murderer,  having  put  his  elder  brother,  Cacuza,  to  death  privately,  and 
feized  his  inheritance  and  kingdom,  by  the  advice  of  Quabuiimoccin *  a 
mortal  enemy  to  the  Spaniards.  By  this  exhortation  he  prevailed  upon, 
them  to  eleft  this  new  chriftian,  Don  Hernando,  for  their  king  ;  the  news 
whereof  being  fpread  abroad,  moft  of  the  inhabitants  who  had  fled  for 
fear  of  the  Spaniards ,  returned  to  their  habitations,  and  being  kindly 
treated  by  them,  they  acknowledged  allegiance  to  the  new  king,  and 
became  good  fubjets,  and  they  with  their  new  king  continued  faithful 
friends  to  the  Spaniards  in  (heir  wars  againft  Mexico  j  and  Don  Hernando 
in  a  fhort  time  learned  the  Spanilh  tongue. 

Two  days  after  Don  Hernando  was  appointed  king  of  this  great  city, 
and  territory  belonging  to  it,  (whofe  borders  reached  to  T/axcal/a] 
certain  chiefs  of  Quahutipec  and  Huaxuta  came  to  inform  him,  that  the 
power  of  Mexico  was  marching  towards  them ;  and  in  this  extreme 
danger  they  defired  to  know  his  pleafure,  whether  they  fhould  carry 
their  families  and  efFe&s  into  the  mountains,  or  bring  them  into  the  city 
of  ‘Iezcuca ,  where  the  king  refided.  Cortez ,  in  behalf  of  the  king,  his 
godchild  and  favourite,  made  anfwer  ;  bidding  them  have  courage,  and 
to  fear  nothing,  requefting  them  not  to  move  their  families  and  effects  ; 
for  that  he  was  glad  of  the  enemy’s  approach,  and  they  fhould  foon  fee 
how  he  would  deal  with  them.  He  then  marched  out  to  meet  the 
enemy,  and  engaged  them ;  but  the  battle  was  foon  over  ;  for  the  Mexi¬ 
cans  fled  to  their  canoes  upon  the  lake,  and  made  off  without  any  great 
daughter  being  made  by  theSpaniards.  Upon  this  fuccefs  feveral  provinces 
fubmitted  to  Cortez ,  fome  for  fear  of  definition,  pd  others  out  of 
hatred  to  the  Mexicans.  That 
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That  the  city  of  fezcuca  and  its  territory  was  very  large  and  populous 
at  the  time  of  theconqueft,  may  be  afcertained  by  its  [applying  above 
a  hundred  thoufand  men  with  provifions  during  the  time  Cortez  was 
preparing  for  the  fiege  of  Mexico  :  And  we  were  greatly  furprized  to 
find  it  diminifhed  in  about  one  hundred  years,  to  fo  i'mall  a  government, 
from  a  potent  kingdom,  that  the  revenue  at  this  day  doth  not  amount  to 
above  a  thoufand  ducats  a  year  ;  fuch  a  terrible  deftrudlion  hath  been 
made  of  the  poor  Indians  by  the  Spaniards,  againft  all  faith  and  treaties, 
and  even  in  cool  blood  $  infomuch  that  this  city  of  Tezcuco  now  confifls 
of  about  a  hundred  Spaniards  and  three  hundred  Indian  inhabitants,  who 
fupport  themfelves  chiefly  by  gardening,  and  fupplying  the  markets  of 
Mexico  with  herbs  and  fallads. 

At  the  end  of  this  plain  we  palled  through  Mexicalcingo,  formerly 
alfo  a  great  town,  but  now  not  above  a  hundred  inhabitants  in  it :  From 
thence  we  came  to  Guetlavac,  a  fmall  village,  but  a  very  pleafant  one  ; 
the  citizens  of  Mexico  having  eredted  there  many  ftately  houfes  and 
gardens,  abounding  with  fruit-trees,  for  their  pleafure  and  recreation ; 
lying  at  the  foot  of  the  caufeway,  which  reaches  from  this  town  along 
the  lake  about  five  Englifh  miles  to  the  city  of  Mexico.  Upon  the 
third  day  of  Odober,  1625,  we  enter’d  into  the  famous  city  of  Mexico , 
but  made  no  flop  (only  palling  through  it)  until  we  came  to  a  houfe  of 
recreation  {landing  amongft  the  gardens  in  the  way  to  Chapultepac, 
named  Si.  facintho,  belonging  to  the  Dominicans  of  Manilla,  in  the 
Eajl  Indies,  to  which  our  miffion  was  intended.  Here  we  took  up  our 
abode  till  after  Candlemas-day,  when  we  were  to  embark  at  Acapulco  for 
Manila,  the  chief  town  of  the  Philippine  Iflands,- 

CHAP,  VII, 

fye  defcription  o/St.  Jacintho,  and  the  entertainment  the  tnijjionaries  met 
licit  h  there  :  As  alto  the  defcription  of  ancient  Mexico,  before  the  corqurjl 
by  the  Spaniards  ;  their  religion,  manners,  idols,  temples,  palaces ,  blonds, 
and  gardens,  with  the  merchandize  trade ,  ingenuity,  and  temper  of  the 
■native  Indians.  • 

.  1  '  .’  ' '  _ !i  3.c* 

IT  hath  been  no  fmall  piece  of  policy  in  tire  friars  and  jefuits  of  Ma¬ 
nila  and  the  Philippine  Iflands,  to  provide  near  Mexico ,  houfes  and 
gardens  forfuch  miflionary  priefls  as  they  yearly  tranfport  from  Spain  to 
thofe  parts  :  For  if  thefe  miffionaries  did  not  meet  with  places  of  retrefh- 
ment  and  recreation,  to  nouriih  and  divert  them  after  fuch  a  tedious  voy¬ 
age  from  Spain  by  fea  to  Vtra-Cruz,  and  fo  fatiguing  a  journey  by  land 
of  near  300  miles  from  thence  to  Mexico,  they  would  be  difcouragcd 
from  attempting  a  fecond  voyage  upon  the  South  fea  to  Manila,  and  the 
Philippine  Iflands  ;  but  would  rather  think  of  returning  to  Spain,  or  of 
-concealing  themfelves  in  fome  part  of  the  continent  of  America ,  as  my- 
felf -and  five  more  of  my  brethren  did,  to  the  no  fmall  mortification  of 
our  fuperior  friar  Cafao,  and  others,  who  were  our  tutors  and  conduc¬ 
tors.  Therefore,  that  all  fuch  -miffienarfes  who  come  from  Spain  to 
Mexico,  anti  are  to  be  (hipped  again  at  Acapulco  for  the  Philippines,  may 
meet  with  the  greateft encouragement,  refreflunent  and  recreationduring 

their 
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their  abode  at  Mexico,  the  Philippine  friars  and  jefeh.s  have  provided 
near  the  faid  city  of  Mexico,  convenient  boufes  and  beautiju]  gardens'* 
for  the  entertainment  of  their  miiiionaries,  which  are  exempted  ii  om  the 
power  and  command  of  the  fuperiors  of  Mexico,  and  are  lubordinate 
only  to  the  government  of  the  provincials  of  the  Philippines,  who  fend 
from  thence  their  fubflitutc  vicars,  to  rule  and  take  care  of  the  houfes 
and  gardens. 

To  the  Dominicans  belonged  the  houfe  called  St.  Jacintho,  whither 
we  were  carried,  and  where  we  continued  about  five  months,  having 
every  thing  provided  for  us  fit  and  neceffary  for  our  fuftenance  and  re¬ 
creation,  and  for  our  better  encouragement  to  a  fecond  voyage  by  fea. 
The  gardens  belonging  to  this  houfe  contained  about  15  acres,  divided 
into  pleafant  fhady  walks,  encompafs’d  with  lemon  and  orange  trees, 
intermixed  with  pomegranates,  figs,  grapes,  pine-apples,  and  all  other 
fruits  that  were  to  be  found  in  Mexico.  The  herbs,  fallads,  and  other 
vegetables,  with  which  the  faid  gardens  abounded,  produced  a  large  an¬ 
nual  income  ;  a  cart  being  every  day  loaded  therewith,  and  fent  to  the 
market  of  Mexico  ;  and  this  not  only  at  certain  feafons  of  the  year,  as 
in  England,  and  other  parts  of  Europe,  but  at  ail  times  and  feafons,  both 
winter  and  fummer ;  there  being  no  difference  of  heat,  cold,  froft  and 
fnow,  but  the  fame  temper  during  the  whole  year,  the  winter  differing 
only  from  the  fummer  by  the  rain  that  falls,  and  not  by  excelfive  frolls. 

Thefe  were  the  enjoyments  we  received  without  doors  ;  and  within, 
we  were  accommodated  with  all  forts  and  varieties  of  flefh  and  fifh .  What 
we  chiefly  wonder’d  at  was,  the  abundance  of  fweetmeats,  efpecially 
conferves,  which  were  provided  for  us :  For  every  monday  morning, 
during  the  time  of  our  abode  there,  half  a  dozen  boxes  of  conferve  of 
quinces  and  other  fruits,  befides  bifkets,  were  brought  and  delivered  to 
each  of  us.  Thefe  were  given  us  to  flay  our  flomachs  in  a  morning  and 
at  other  times  of  the  day,  in  which  we  found  a  great  difference  between 
Europe  and  that  country  :  For  in  Europe,  a  man’s  ftomach  will  hold  out 
from  meal  to  meal;  but  in  Mexico,  and  other  parts  of  South-  Atnerica, 
we  found  that  two  or  three  hours  after  making  a  hearty  meal  of  three  or 
four  feveral  difhes,  fuch  as  beef,  veal,  mutton,  kid,  turkeys,  Or  other 
fowls,  our  flomachs  would  faint ;  infomuch  that  we  were  obliged  to  fup- 
port  them  either  with  a  cup  of  chocolate,  or  a  bit  of  bifket  or  conferve, 
which  for  that  purpofe  were  allowed  us  in  great  abundance  :  This  was 
flrange  to  me,  becaufe  the  meat,  (except  the  beef)  feemed  to  the  eye  as 
fat,  fair,  and  wholefome  as  any  I  have  feen  in  Europe ;  therefore  to  fatis- 
fy  my  curiofity,  I  had  recourfe  to  adodlor  of  phyfick,  who  cleared  my 
doubt  with  this  anfwer ;  That  though  the  meat  we  eat  was  as  fair  to  look 
on  as  any  in  Spain,  yet  the  fubltance  and  nourifhment  thereof  came  far 
ihort  of  it,  by  reafon  of  the  pafture,  which  is  drier,  and  hath  not  the 
change  of  fpring:.  which  the  paftures  of  Europe  have  ;  and  therefore  the 
grafs  is  Ihort,  light,  and  foon  withers  away  :  And  fecondly,  he  told  me 
that  the  climate  of  thofe  parts  had  this  effedt,  to  produce  a  fair  Ihow,  but 
little  matter  or  fubflance.  He  likewife  faid,  that  all  the  fruits  in  thofe 
parts  were  molt  fair  and  beautiful  to  behoid,  molt  fweet  and  lufeious  to 
the  tafte,  but  had  little  virtue  or  nourilhment  in  them.  This  we .  found 

true 
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true  by  experience,  which  taught  us,  that  there  was  little  fubftance 
and  virtue  in  the  great  abundance  and  variety  we  there  enjoyed,  our 
ilomachs  vvitneffing  the  truth,  by  almoft:  continually  craving  food, 
Whilft  we  remained  at  67.  Jaantho  we  were  never  denied  the  liber¬ 
ty  of  going  to  vifit  the  city  of  Mexico ,  which  was  not  two  miles  from 
us;  it  was  a  pleafant  walk  for  us  in  the  morning,  the  way  lying  by 
arches  made  of  lfone,  to  convey  the  water  from  Cbapultcpac  (about  three 
miles  diftance)  into  the  city:  We  generally  flayed  in  town  all  day,  and 
returned  home  at  night.  And  I  lhall  now  oblige  the  reader  with 
fuch  a  defcription  of  the  city  itfelf  and  of  its  inhabitants  both  in  former 
and  prefent  times,  as  1  could  learn  from  a  diligent  enquiry  for  about 
the  fpace  of  five  months  continuance  amonglt  them. 

The  fituation  of  this  city  is  much  like  that  of  I'enice,  being  built 
upon  a  lake,  one  part  whereof  is  flanding  water  ;  the  other  ebbeth 
and  fioweth,  according  as  the  wind  blows. 

The  water  of  the  flanding  part  of  the  lake  is  vvholefome,  frefh,  and 
fweet,  yielding  ftore  of  fifh  :  That  part  which  ebbeth  and  floweth,  is 
afaltiih,  bitter,  and  peftiferous  water,  in  which  is  no  kind  of  fifh, 
fmall  or  great.  The  frefh  water  is  higher  than  the  other,  and  falleth 
into  it,  but  reverteth  not  backwards  as  lomc  conceive  it  doth.  The  fait 
lake  is  about  fifteen  miles  long,  fifteen  broad,  and  upwards  of  forty- 
five  in  circuit  ;  the  frefh-water  lake  is  about  the  fame  demenfions  ;  fo 
that  the  whole  lake  is  near  a  hundred  miles  in  circumference.  The 
Spaniards  are  divided  in  opinion  concerning  this  lake  and  the  fprings 
of  it ;  but  whatfoever  the  true  reafon  may  be,  there  is  not  the  like 
known,  of  frefh  and  fait  water,  one  part  breeding  fifh,  the  other  not. 

This  lake  had  formerly  fourfcore  towns,  (ioine  fays  more)  fituated 
round  about  it,  many  of  them  containing  five  thoufand  houies  and  fome 
ten  thoufand,  and  Tezcuco  was  as  big  as  Mexico.  But  when  I  was  there, 
the  towns  and  villages  about  the  lake  did  not  exceed  thirty,  and  fcarce 
any  of  them  confifted  of  above  five  hundred  houfes  between  Spaniards 
and  Indians ;  fuch  has  been  the  hard  ufage  of  the  Spaniards  towards  them, 
who  have  even  almoft  confirmed  that  poor  nation.  Nay,  two  years  be¬ 
fore  I  came  away  from  thofe  parts,  which  were  the  years  1635  and  1636, 

-  I  was  credibly  informed,  a  million  of  Indians  had  loft  their  lives  in  en¬ 
deavouring,  by  order  of  the  Spaniards,  to  turn  the  water  of  tjje  lake 
another  way  from  the  city,  which,  was  performed  by  cutting  a  wav 
through  the  mountains,  to  avoid  the  great  inundations  which  Mexico 
was  fubjeft  unto ;  for  in  the  year  1634.  the  waters  rofe  fo  high,  that 
they  threatened  deflrudtion  to  the  whole  city. 

The  city  of  Mexico,  when  the  Spunijh  general,  Cortez,  firft  entered  it 
after  the  conquelt,  contained  about  eighty  thoufand  houfes.  1  he  pa¬ 
lace  of  the  emperor  Montezuma  (  in  the  Indian  language  cal  ted  lepac  ) 
had  twenty  doors  or  gates  which  opened  into  the  common  ftreets  of  the 
city  ;  there  were  three  courts  ( in  one  of  which  flood  a  fine  fountain  ) 
alfo  feveral  halls,  and  a  hundred  chambers  of  uventy-three  and  thirty 
foot  long,  and  a  hundred  baths  and  hot-houfes  :  The  walls  were  of 
wrought  marble,  jafper,  and  other  black  ftone,  with  veins  of  red,  gl't- 
tering  like  rubies  ;  the  roofs  were  of  cedar,  cyprefs,  and  pine,  curioufly 
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carved  ;  and  all  joined  together  without  nails  ;  the  chambers  were' 
painted,  and  hung  with  cloth  of  cotton,  and  of  feathers  :  The  beds  only 
were  unbecoming  this  great  fate,  very  poor  and  of  no  value,  being  no 
more  than  mantles  laid  upon  mafts,  or  upon  hay.  Within  this  pa¬ 
lace  the  emperor  maintained  a  thoufand  women  (  nay  fome  affirm  thiee' 
thoufand,  reckoning  gentlewomen,  fervants  and  flaves  )  the  chiefeft  of 
which  were  principal  InSani,  daughters;  and  it  is  credibly  reported, . 
that  a  hundred  and  fifty  of  his  wives  were  with  child  by  him  at  one 
time  ;  his  wives  and  concubines  were  guarded  by  old  women  ;  for  no 
man  durft  prefume  to  look  upon  them. 

He  had  another  houfe  with  very  curious  lodgings  and  {lately  gala- 
ries  built  upon  pillars  cfyafper,  which  looked  towards  a  beautiful  gar¬ 
den,  in  which  were  atlealt  a  dozen  ponds,  fome  of  falt-water  for  lea- 
fowls,  and  other  of  frefh  water  for  river  and  lake  fowls;  which  ponds 
wtre  contrived  with  fluices  to  empty  and  fill  at  plealure,  for  the  clean-* 
ling  the  fowls  feathers  :  Thefe  fowls  were  fo  numerous  that  the  ponds 
could  fcarce  contain  them,  and  of  fuch  different  forts  and  beautiful  and 
various  coloured  feathers,  that  moll  of  them  the  Spanicu  ch  did  not  know, 
nor  had  ever  feen  the  like.  To  this  houfe  belonged  three  hundred  fer¬ 
vants,  who  had  the  care  and  charge  of  thefe  fowls;  fome  cleanfied  th« 
ponds,  others  ferved  them  with  fuch  meat*  as  they  ufed  to  feed  on  in 
fields  and  rivers,  fome  trimmed  their  feathers,  others  took  care  of  thei? 
eggs,  and  to  fet  them  a  brood  ;  but  the  principal  office  was  to  pluck  the 
Fathers,  of  which  they  made  rich  mantles,  tapeilry,  targets  and  many 
other  curious  works, 

Montezuma  had  alfo  another  houfe  in  Mexico  ;  in  the  higheft  rooms 
whereof  he  kept  fuch  men,  women,  and  children  as  were  dwarfs, 
erookback’d  or  monftrous  periens,  as  alfo  thofe  who  were  born  of  a 
white  colour,  which  happened  very  feldom  :  And  fuch  was  the  fuper- 
Union  of  fome  of  his  fubje£ts,  that  they  would  deform  their  children 
purpofely  to  have  them  carried  to  the  king’s  houfe,  to  gratify  his  ex¬ 
travagant  humour  by  their  deformity.  In  fome  of  the  lower  apart¬ 
ments  were  cages  for  fowls  of  rapine,  fuch  as  hawks,  kites,  &c.  In  o- 
ther  apartments,  in  cages  made  of  timber  were  kept  lions,  tygers,  ounces, 
wolves,  and  m3ny  uncommon  four-footed  bealls  ;  and  thefe  were  daily 
fed  vvjth  turkeys,  deer,  dogs,  &c.  In  another  apartment  were  fixed 
great  earthen  vtffels,  fome  containing  a  large  quantity  of  earth,  and 
others  a  large  quantity  of  water  ;  in  thefe  were  kept  great  fnakes,  vi¬ 
pers,  crocodiles  (  which  the  natives  call  caymans )  of  twenty  foot  long, 
befides  many  other  fmaller  lizards,  venomous  bealls,  and  ferpents,  both 
of  the  water  and  land  :  Thefe  monftrous  creatures  wereufually  fed  with 
the  blood  of  men  facrificed,  and  fometimes  they  gave  them  man’s  flefti 
to  eat,  which  the  great  lizards  or  caymans  devoured  very  greedily. 
The  falconers,  huntfmen.  and  other  fervants  attending  this  houfe  were 
upwards  of  one  thoufand.  The  roaring  of  the  lions,  the  h  ffing  of  the 
fnakes  and  feipents,  the  howling  and  barking  of  the  wolves,  the  forrow- 
ful  yelling  of  the  tygers  and  ounces  in  the  night  time,  was  a  faint  repre¬ 
sentation  of  the  infernal  regions  :  And  yet  in  thisdreaaful  place  (  hor¬ 
rible  to  conceive)  a  heathen  prince  could  pray  to  his  gods  and  idols. 
For  adjoining  to  this  apartment  was  a  fpacious  chapel  of  one  hundred 
/  v  and 
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and  fifty  foot  long  and  thirty  foot  broad,  the  roof  of  filver  and  gold  in 
leaf,  wainfcoted,  and  deck'd  with  pearls- and  precious  Hones,  fuch  as 
agats,  emeralds,  and  rubies  j  and  this  was  the  oratory  where  Montezuma 
payed  in  the  night  feafon. 

The  emperor  had  alfo  an  armory,  in  which  ,was  great  (lore  of  all  forts 
of  instruments  which  they  ufed  in  their  wars,  as  bows,  arrowsj  flings, 
lamaces,  darts,  clubs,  fwords,  bucklers,  and  targets  made  of  wood, 
very  hard  and  ftrong.  and  covered  with  gilt  lea. her.  At  the  end  of 
their  arrows  they  fixed  a  fmall  piece  of  iharp  flint,  or  a  piece  of  the 
bone  of  a  certain  fifh  called  Libifa,  which  was  fo  venemous,  that  if  any 
man  was  wounded  fo  deeply  by  it  that  the  head  remained  in  the  fieih,  it 
would  fefter  to  that  degree,  as  to  render  it  almofl:  incurable. 

Bcfides  the  houfes  already  mentioned,  Montezuma  had  many  others 
only  for  his  recreation  and  paftime,  adorned  with  beautiful  gardens, 
medicinal  herbs,  fweet  flowers,  and  trees  of  a  mofl  de!e£tat>ie  flavour  ; 
and  in  one  garden  more  efpecially,  there  were  a  thoufand  images  aru-fi- 
cially  wrought  of  leaves  and  flowers.  Without  the  city  he  had  orchards 
with  many  and  fundry  fruits,  alfo  pleafure  houfes,  with  woods  and 
forrefts  of  great  compafs  ;  in  which  were  fountains,  rivers,  fifh  ponos, 
and  harbours  and  coverts  for  harts,  bucks,  hares,  foxes,  wolves, 

To  thefe  places  he  himfelf  feldom  went,  but  the  nobles  and  lords  of 
Mexico  frequently  repaired  thither  to  fport  and  hunt.  Such,  and  fa 
many,  were  the  palaces  and  houfes  of  pleafure  of  this  great  heathen  em¬ 
peror,  that  they  are  wonderful  to  relate,  wherein  few  kings  were  equal 
to  him  :  And  what  is  Hill  more  admit  able,  all  thefe  works  coll  him  no¬ 
thing  ;  for  he  had  certain  towns  which  paid  no  tribute  ;  but  were 
obliged  to  build  and  keep  in  repair  all  his  paiaces,  houfes,  and  gardens 
of  pleafure,  at  their  own  proper  coils  ;  and  alfo  to  furnilh  him  with  ail 
the  wood  which  fhould  be  ufed  in  his  court. 

He  had  daily  attending  upon  him  as  his  body  guard,  fix  hundred  no¬ 
blemen  and  gentlemen  ;  each  of  which  had  three  or  four  iervants  ;  and 
the  nobility  had  generally  twenty  or  more  fervants  attending  them,  ac¬ 
cording  to  their  degree.  Thefe  made  a  court  of  upwards  or  three  thou¬ 
fand  men,  which  were  daily  fed  with  the  meat  that  came  from  his  table  -f- 

Three 


De  Solis  (  a  Spanifh  author  )  writes,  *Tbat  Montezuma  eat  atone , 
hut  in  great  fate,  having  above  two  hundred  dijbes  at  bis  table,  which 
were  dijiributed  among  the  nobility  in  waiting  when  he  had  dune  with 
them  :  \ That  the.  king  Cat  at  table  on  a  little  Hool,  and  the  room  was  divi¬ 
ded  in  the  middle ,  to  keep  off  the  crowd :  Three  or  four  of  the  eldtli  com  nets 
waited  within  the  rail ,  and  near  it  flood  an  officer  to  receive  the  dijbes , 
which  were  brought  in  by  young  ladies  richly  dreffed.  The  dijbes,  which 
were  of  fine  earthen  ware,  and  the  table  linnen ,  were  every  day  diffriluted 
among  the  fervants,  being  never  ufed  twice.  He  drank  out  of  golden  cups 
frequently ,  a  privilege  never  allowed  to  any  of  ‘  is  tuhjebts  ;  ti: o'  he  feme- 
times  drank  out  of  the  Jbeil  of  a  cocoa-nut,  cr  other  natural  Jhils.  7 href, 
or  four  buffoons  generally  attended  his  table,  not  only  to  divert  him  with 
their  impertinence,  but  to  acquaint  him  with  fuch  affairs  that  ethers  ciurff 
not  name  :  For  this  prince  feldom  appeared  in  publick,  and  when  he  permitted 
any  to  petition  him ,  they  were  not  Juffered  to  look  him  in  the  face. 
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Three  thoufand  lords  of  towns  were  in  fubjeftion  to  the  Mexican  empire, 
thirty  of  whom  were  of  fo  much  power,  that  each  of  them  could  bring 
into  the  field,  upon  occafion,  one  hundred  thoufand  warriors.  All 
thefe  noblemen  were  obliged  to  attend  the  court  of  Montezuma ,  at  cer¬ 
tain  times,  from  whence  they  durlt  not  depart,  without  thefpecial  leave 
of  the  emperor  ;  and  even  then  they  always  left  behind  them  a  fon  or.a 
brother,  as  a  hoftage  or  fecurity  againd  rebellion. 

There  were  two  particular  lireets  in  Old  Mexico,  very  fpacious  and 
large;  the  one  was  all  water,  or  a  canal,  over  which  were  many 
bridges  ;  the  other,  half  water  and  half  land,  and  the  houfes  were  placed 
between  both,  one  door  opening  to  the  land,  and  the  other  to  the  water ; 
fo  that  provifions  might  be  brought  by  water  to  their  own  doors,  and 
they  might  there  alfo  take  bbat,  and  go  wherever  they  pleated.  But 
this  water,  tho’  fo  near  their  houfes,  was  not  wholfome  and  fit  for  ufe  ; 
and  therefore  water  frefh  and  fweet,  which  fpringeth  out  of  a  little  hill 
at  a  place  called  Chapultepcc,  three  miles  diftant  from  the  city,  was 
brought  in  two  pipes  built  upon  arches  of  brick  and  Hone,  like  a  bridge  ; 
and  w  hen  one  pipe  grows  foul,  the  water  is  convey’d  into  the  other 
until  the  firft  can  be  made  clean,  From  this  fountain,  the  w'hole  city 
is,  to  this  day,  fupplied  with  water ;  and  certain  people  fell  the  fame 
from  ftreet  to  ftreet,  fome  in  little  boats,  others  in  earthen  veffels,  upon 


mules  and  affes  backs. 

The  conveniency  of  the  lake  about  this  city,  gave  great  encourage¬ 
ment  to  the  Mexicans  to  provide  a  moll  fpacious  market-place,  whither 
all  the  country  round  about  might  refort,  to  buy,  fell,  and  exchange; 
and  what  rendered  this  market  the  more  commodious,  was  the  great 
number  of  fmall  boats  employed  in  that  lake,  which  were  above  two 
hundred  thoufand,  by  the  Indians  called  Aealles,  and  by  the  Spaniardsr 
Canoes  ;  which  were  bigger  or  leffer,  according  to  the  largenels  of  the 
body  of  the  tree  of  which  they  were  made  ;  and  on  market  days  the 
water- ftreets  were  full  of  them.  The  great  or  chief  market-place  in  the 
city  of  Mexico,  which  was  enclofed  and  encompafs’d  about  with  doors, 
was  fo  wide  and  large,  that  frequently  a  hundred  thoufand  people  came 
there  to  buy  and  fell,  being  the  principal  city  of  the  kingdom.  Every 
fourth  day  was  the  great  market  ordinarily.  Every  kind  of  merchandize 
had  its  proper  place  or  Hand  appointed,  which  no  others  might  by  any 
means  occupy  or  difturb.  In  one  place  were  fold  Hone,  brick,  lime, 
and  other  necelfaries  for  building ;  in  another  coals,  wood,  and  all 
forts  of  earthen  veffels,  glazed  and  painted  very  curioully  ;  here  you 
might  purchafe  deer-fkins  both  raw  and  tanned,  in  the  hair  or  without 
hair,  alfo  fkins  of  other  beads  ;  but  the  richeft  merchandize  were  man¬ 
tles  of  cotton-wool  of  divers  colours,  both  great  and  fmall ;  fome  for 
beds,  fome  for  garments  and  cloathing,  and  others  for  tapeftry  hang¬ 
ings  ;  alfo  mantles  made  of  the  leaves  of  a  tree  called  Mete,  of  the  Palm- 
tree,  and  of  the  fur  of  rabbits,  which  were  well  efieemed,  being  very 
warm  :  Here  was  alfo  fold  cotton  cloth  for  drawers,  (which  the  Indians 
ufe  to  this  day)  as  alfo  for  fliirts,  table-cloths,  towels,  &c.  But  the 
coverlids  made  of  feathers,  were  the  beft ;  and  the  great  number  of 
fowls  daily  brought  to  this  market,  were  inconcieveable ;  which  were 
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Bought  not  for  fake  of  the  meat,  but  the  feathers  :  For  the  moft  de- 
lightfome  part  of  the  whole  market,  was  the  place  where  gold  and  fea¬ 
thers  jointly  work’d,  were  fold  ;  the  Indians  being  fo  expert  and  perfect 
in  this  fcience,  that  they  would  work  or  make  a  butterfly,  any  wild 
bead,  trees,  rofes,  flowers,  herbs,  roots,  or  any  other  thing,  fo  live.y, 
that  it  was  admirable  to  behold  :  And  many  times  one  o.  thefe  amlts  i 
would  fet  a  whole  day  only  to  place  a  Angle  feather  in  its  due  perfec¬ 
tion,  turning  and  toiling  it  in  the  light  of  the  fun,  then  in  the  ibade,  to 
find  out  its  natural  pofition  ;  and  till  his  work  was  finifhed,  he  wouia 
neither  eat  nor  drink.  In  this  market  they  fold  gold,  fllver,  copper, 
lead,  and  tin,  pearls,  precious  ftones,  fundry  forts  of  ihelis,  bones, 
fponges,  and  pedlars  ware.  There  was  alfo  a  market  for  yegetab.es,  m 
whicn  were  fold  all  forts  of  greens,  herbs,  roots,  and  feeds,  asAveufor 
eating  as  for  medicines  ;  both  men,  women,  and  children  under.tood 
the  nature  of  vegetables,  their  poverty  and  neceffity  obliging  them  to 
feek  in  the  fields  both  fuflenance  and  relief.in  their  infirmities  and  dii- 
eafes;  for  they  fpent  very  little  upon  phyficians,  though  there  were 
fomeof  that  profeihou  amongft  them  :  But  they  had  many  apothecaries, 
who  brought  into  the  market  ointments,  fyrups,  diftill’d  waters,  ana 
drugs  fit  for  fick  perfons  :  They  cured  almolt  all  difeafes  with  herbs, 

and  have  a  proper  herb  for  dellroying  lice,  and  fuch-like  vermin.  In 
the  meat-market  was  fold  venifon,  hares,  rabbits,  dogs,  moles,  rats, 
fnakes  without  head  and  tail,  and  many  other  beads.  In  the  frint- 
maiket  the  great  ilore  of  different  forts,  both  green  and  ripe,  was  fur- 
prizing;  the  cocoa  nut  ferved  them  inftead  of  money  ;  of  the  larger 
foit  a  hundred  and  twenty,  and  of  the  lefler  fort,  two  hundred  were 
equal  to  a  Spanijb  ryal,  which  is  Six-pence  flerling  ;  and  with  thefe  the 
Indians  buy  whatever  they  pleafe.  But  one  ftrange  fort  of  provifion  bio  i 
to  this  market,  were  cakes,  made  in  the  loilowing  manner:  I  he  n- 
dians,  at  a  particular  feafon  of  the  year,  gather  a  certain .  feum  or  mud, 
which  arifes  upon  the  lake  of  Mexico-,  this  they  lay  in  heaps  to  cirv, 
then  they  knead  it  into  cakes  in  the  fhape  of  bricks,  which  the  natives 
eat  with  as  good  a  gouft  as  we  do  cheefe  ;  alledging,  that  this  feum,  or 
fatnefs  of  the  water,  is  the  caufe  of  bringing  fuch  a  great  Number  of 
fowls  to  the  lake,  which,  in  the  winter  feafon,  are  innumerab  _ 

All  thefe  things,  and  many  more  too  tedious  to  recite,  were  iO,d  in 
this  great  market  of  Mexico  ;  and  the  people  paid  a  certain  duty  or 
cuftom,  to  the  king,  for  their  (hops  and  flails,  for  which  alfo  tney  were 
to  be  defended  from  thieves  and  robbers  ;  and  for  this  purpofe  certain 
officers  ufed  to  patrole  about  the  market,  to  clear  the  fame  of  idle  vaga, 
bonds  and  pilferers.  They  made  ufe  of  weights  and  meafures  in  their 
markets,  ana  if  any  of  them  were  found  to  be  falfe,  or  not  agreeable  to 
the  ftandard,  they  were  immediately  broke  to  pieces,  and  tne  offender* 

ieVlTthemi”dftofthis  fpacious  place,  and  in  full  view  of  the  whole 
market,  was  a  large  building  a,s  a  town-hall,  wherein  commonly  fate 
twelve  ancient  men,  as  judges  of  all  matters  of  law  and  controverfy. 

Of  all  the  artificers  and  manufacturers  they  had  amongft  them,  tne 
gold-fmiths  were  the  moft  curious :  They  would  call  a  dilb  in  a 


■  Ifc 


i  *, 

'  !i  b 


'if 

I 


38  The  Traveller. 

with  eight  corners  to  it,  of  different  forts  of  metals,  as  gold,  filver, 
copper,  tin,  &c.  in  one  folid  piece,  without  folder.  They  would  aifo 
call  a  f? fh  of  metal,  with  one  Icale  of  filver,  and  the  other  of  goid  : 
They  would  make  a  parrot,  or  popingay.  of  metal,  fo  curioufly,  that  his 
tongue  fhould  (hake,  his  head  move,  and  his  wings  flutter.  The  viceroy 
of  Mexico,  (who  went  over  in  the  year  1625,  the  fame  year  that  I  went 
thither)  caufed  a  popingay  (a  bird  about  tnebignefs  of  apheafant)  to  be 
made  of  filver,  gold,  and  precious  floncs,  with,  fitch  lively  colours  of 
the  popingay ’s  feathers,  and  with  fuc'n  exquilite  art  and  perfection,  that 
it  was  valued  for  its  riches  and  workmanfhip.  at  half  a  million  of  ducats. 
This  he  made  a  prefent  of  to  the  king  of  Spain.  There  is  now  hang¬ 
ing  in  the  church  of  the  cloiller  of  the  Dominicans  in  Mexico,  a  lamp 
with  three  hundred  branches  wrought  in  filver,  to  hold  as  many  candles, 
befides  a  hundred  fmaller  lamps  for  oil,  each  of  which  is  wrought  with 
fdch  curious  art  and  workmanfhip,  that  it  is  valued  at  four  hundred 
thoufand  ducats. 

The  ancient  Mexicans  knew  not  the  true  God,  but  woxfldpped  idols  ; 
and  dedicated  their  Temples  and  places  of  worfhip  to  idols,  and  to  the 
devil.  The  temple  is  called  in  the  Mexican  language  leucalli,  which  is 
a  compound  word,  of  7 eutl,  which  fignifieth  God,  and  Calli,  which 
fignifieth  a  houfe.  There  were  in  old  Mexico,  many  of  thefe  temples, 
with  chapels  and  altars,  where  their  images  and  idols  were  placed.  All 
thefe  temples  were  of  o.ne  fafhion  ;  the  like,  I  believe,  have  never  been 
fefen  or  heard  of  before;  and  therefore  I  will  give  you  a  particular  dc- 
feription  of  their  great  and  chiefeft  temple,  which  flood  in  the  city  of 
Mexico.  This  temple  was  fquare  and  made  of  flone,  with  four  doors, 
which  opened  into  four  of  the  principal  flreets  :  It  was  three  hundred 
foot  fquare  at  the  bafis,  and  raifed  upwards  like  one  of  the  pyramids  of 
Egypt,  only  the  top  was  not  fharp,  but  plain  and  flat,  and  fixty  foot 
fquare  ;  it  was  built  of  earth  and  done :  Upon  the  weft  fide  they 
afeended  to  the  top  bv  one  hundred  and  fourteen  high  fteps  made  of  good 
flone’  It  was  a  furprifing  fight  to  behold  the  priefts  going  up  and  down, 
ufing  their  idolatrous  ceremonies,  and  with  men  to  be  facrificed.  Up¬ 
on  the  top  of  this  temple  were  two  great  altars,  oppofite  to  each  other, 
and  placed  fo  near  the  brink  of  the  wall,  that  no  perfon  could  go  behind 
them  without  danger,  and  here  was  a‘ plot  or  fpace  for  the  priefts  to 
celebrate  their  fervice  without  difturbance  :  Thefe  altars  were  five  feet 
high,  and  upon  each  was  fixed  a  great  idol,  and  the  back  part  was  made 
of  flone,  painted  with  monftrous  deformed  figures.  The  chapels  were 
curioufly  built  of  mafon-work  and  timber,  and  every  chapel  had  three 
flories,  fuftained  by  pillars,  which  being  high  and  lofty,  appeared  like 
fo  many  fair  towers,  and  added  a  great  luftre  to  the  city  at  a  diftance  : 
From  thefe  towers  a  perfon  might  overlook  the  whole  city,  and  take  a 
view  of  all  the  cities  and  towns  round-about  the  lake,  which  was  un¬ 
doubtedly  a  delightful  profpedt.  To  this  temple  the  emperor  Monte¬ 
zuma  carried  Cortez  and  the  Spaniards  at  their  firft  arrival,  fhewing  them 
all  the  riches  and  curiofities  thereof  from  the  bottom  to  the  top,  ta 
make  the  greater  oftentation  of  his  grandeur,  and  the  majefly  of  his 
court.  The  entrance  of  the  temple  had  a  door  made  like  unto  the 
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imouth  of  a  ferpent,  painted  with  horrid  geflures,  as  great  and  monftrous 
iteeth  and  gums,  with  dofign  to  ftrike  an  awe  and  terror  into  thofe  who 
entered  into  the  temple.  So  great  was  this  temple  for  the  fervice  of 
the  devil,  that  in  the  cloiiters  thereof  there  conftantiy  refined  five  thou¬ 
sand  priefts;  for  the  temple  was  immenfely  rich,  having  the  revenues  of 
divers  towns  affigned  for  its  fupport  ;  the  inhabitants  whereof  railed 
corn,  and  maintained  thefe  five  thoufand  priefts  with  bread,  flefh,  filh, 
and  fire-wood,  of  which  they  confirmed  more  than  was  expended  in  the 
‘king’s  court,  living  at  their  eafe  as  fcrvants  to  the  gods  of  Mexico , 
which  were  two  thoufand  in  number  ;  the  chiefeft  of  which  were  Vitzi- 
Ifpuchtli  and  <Tezcatlipuca,  w'hofe  images  flood  highefl  in,  the  temple  up¬ 
on  the  altars.  They  were  made  of  flone  in  full  proportion  as  large  as 
a  giant,  and  befet  with  pearls,  precious  hones,  and  pieces  of  gold,, 
work'd  like  birds,  bcafts,  fifhes  and  flowers  ;fo  that  when  the  lawn  which 
t covered  them  was  taken  off,  the  images  made  a  beautiful  and; glorious, 
appearance.  'Tezcatlipuca  was  the  god  of  providence,  and  Vitzilopucbtli 
the  god  of  war,  and  this  lafl  deity  had  greater  worfliip  paid  him,  and 
was  more  feared  than  the  others.  There  was  another  god,  who  had 
a  great  image  p’aced  upon  the  top  of  the  chapel  of  idols,  who  was 
efteemed  a  fpecial  and  Angular  god  ;  this  god  was  made  of  all  kinds  of 
feeds  growing  in  that  country,  which  being  ground,  they  made  thereof 
!  a  certain  pafte,  tempered  with  children’s  blood,  and  virgins  facriftced* 
whofh  breads  were  opened  with  rafors,  their  hearts  taken  out,  and 
offered  as  firft  fruits  unto  the  idol,  which  was  formed  of  the  above 
horrible  compofition.  The  priefts  confecrated  this  idol  with  a  lingular 
pomp  and  many  ceremonies.  All  the  citizens  attended  this  confecrati- 
on  with  great  triumph  and  incredible  devotion  ;  after  which  many  de¬ 
vout  perfons  (luck  in  this  image  of  dough,  precious  Hones,  wedges  of 
gold,  and  other  jewels;  and  after  this  pomp  was  ended,  no  fecular  man 
might '  touch  that  holy  image,  nor  even  come  into  his  chapel.  The 
priefts  ufed  often  to  renew  this  image  of  dough,  becaufe  at  every  conle- 
cration  they  exhaufted  the  devotees  of  their  jewels  and  gold  ;  and  then 
happy  was  he  who  could  procure  a  piece  of  the  cloathing  or  of  the  old 
dough  of  the  former  deity,  for  which  the  foldiers  ufed  to  ltrive  incelfant- 
ly  ;  becaufe  a  fuperftition  prevailed  among!!  them,  that  it  would  ren¬ 
der  them  invulnerable  in  battle.  At  the  confecration  of  this  idol,  a 
certain  veffel  of  water  was  blelfed  with  many  fuperilitious  words  and 
ceremonies  ;  and  this  water  was  preferved  very  religioufly  at  the  foot 
of  the  altar,  to  confecrate  the  king  at  his  coronation  ;  and  alfo  to  blefs 
any  of  their  generals  when  they  marched  forth  to  war,  by  giving  them 
a  draught  of  that  water, 

Over  againft  the  principal  door  of  the  temple,  and  about  a  (lone’s 
call  diltance,  flood  a  charnel-houfe  of  dead  men’s  heads,  prisoners  in 
war,  and  facrificed  with  the  knife.  This  monument  was  built  like  a 
theatre,  with  afeending  flops  ;  and  between  every  Hone  a  fkull  was 
fixed  ilvith  the  teeth  outwards  ;  at  each  end  of  this  charnel-houfe  was  a 
tower  compofed  only  of  lime  and  !k  tills,  which  being  fixed  with  the 
teeth  outwards  made  a  (hacking  and' ghaftly  appearance.  Upon.  th@ 
top  of  this  monument  were  fixed  a  great  number  of  poles  about  ioar  or 


■mkmIA 


40  The  Traveller. 

five  foot  difiance  from  each  other,  which  were  full  of  (lav  es  ■  rom  the 
bottom  to  the  top,  and  each  ot  theie  haves  had  five  (kulis  affixed  to 
it,  being  broached  through  the  temples.  Vvhen  the  Spaniaids  hill  en¬ 
tered  into  Mexico  as  friends,  before  the  death  of  Montezuma,  they  vifit- 
ed  this  monument,  and  in  what  they  have  written,  and  tranimitted  to 
poflerity,  it  is  recorded,  that  Andrew  de  'Tapia,  and  GonzaL  de  Tmbria , 
attempted  to  number  the  fculls  ;  and  that  they  counted  a  hundred  and 
thirty-lix  thoufand  of  them,  upon  the  poles  ana  about  the  cnarnel-houie. 

But  the  whole  city  of  Mexico,  with  all  the  emperor  s  palaces,  houies, 
and  fine  gardens,  the  temples,  idols,  monuments,  and  Ipacious  market¬ 
place,  were  utterly  deltroyed  by  the  Spaniards,  at  tne  conqueft  tneieof. 

C  H  A  P.  VIII. 

The  origin  of  the  ancient  Mexicans  ;  their  kings  ;  and  of  tne  conqucfl 
thereof  by  the  Spaniards  ;  with  the  death  of  the  empetor j  Montezuma. 

H  E  mod  received  opinion  amongft  the  Spaniards  is,  that  the 
Mexicans  were  iirft  the  inhabitants  of  A ova  Galicia  ;  from 
whence  they  made  a  violent  irruption  in  the  year  720,  and  fcatter  d 
about  till  the  year  902  ;  when,  under  the  command  of  Mexi ,  their  chief 
captain,  they  built  this  city,  and  called  it  after  the  name  of  their  gene¬ 
ral.  They  confided  of  feven  tribes,  who  ruled  long  in  an  arillocratieal 
Hate,  till  the  moll  puilTant  of  the  tribes,  called  Ne<vatalcas,  elected  a 
king,  to  whom  they  fubmitted  :  1  he  fir fl  king  thus  elected,  was  called 
Vitzilo  vitii ;  the  fecond,  Acamopitzli  ;  the  third,  Chimatpapoca  ;  the 
fourth,  Izchoalt  ;  the  fifth,  Montezuma  the  iirft  ;  the  fixth,  Acacis  ;  the 
feventh,  AXaiaca;  the  eighth ,  Autzlol the  ninth,  Montezuma  the  2d, 
who  reigned  when  Cortez  firll  arrived  ;  and  the  tenth,  fuahutimoc ;  who  ^ 
loft  Mexico,  and  in  whom  ended  that  Indian  empire.  i  he  motl  fucceis- 
ful  and  warlike  of  thefe  kings,  was  Izchoalt ,  who,  by  the  condutt  of  his 
eoufin  llacaellec,  fubdued  tfie  other  fix  tribes,  and  brought  them  under 
the  Mexican  government.  After  the  death  ot  Izchoalt,  cl  lacaellec  was, 
by  the  fill  electors  (who  were  fix  in  number)  chofen  king,  he  being  a 
perlon  whofe  courage  and  virtue  they  had  long  experienced.  But  be  re- 
fufed  the  crown,  faying,  he  rather  chole  to  remain  general  of  the  forces, 
than  to  take  the  burthen  of  the  government  upon  him  ;  and  thought  he 
could  ferve  them  much  more  to  their  advantage  in  the  former  capacity  : 
Upon  which  generous  retufal,  they  made  choice  of  Montezuma  tne  ft r it. 
The  molt  unhappy,  and  moll  unfortunate  kings  of  this  nation  were  tne 
two  laft,  Montezuma  the  fecond,  and  fGahutimoc :  The  firll  of  whom 
was  taken  out  of  his  own  palace  by  Ferdcnandc  Cortez  ;  who,  with  many 
fair  fpeeches,  and  flattering  language,  carried  him  to  his  own  apartment 
in  Mexico ,  and  there  put  him  in  irons,  until  the  execution  ot  f^a/popoca, 
lord  of  Nahutlan,  (condemned  to  be  burnt  to  death  for  killing  9  Spani¬ 
ards  )  was  performed. 

This  imprifonment  of  their  emp;ror  fo  enraged  the  Mexicans,  that 
they  rofc  in  arms  againll  the  Spaniards,  with  whom  they  maintained  a 
moil  furious  battle  for  three  whole  days,  and  threatning  to  put  the 
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Spaniards  to  the  moil  cruel  death,  that  men  ever  fufFered,  if  their  em¬ 
peror  was  not  fet  at  liberty.  Upon  which  Cortez  deft  red  Montezuma- 
to  go  up  to  the  top  of  the  houfe  (which  they  were  battering  with  Hones) 
to  appeaie  the  people,  and  to  command  them  to  defilt  from  their  heat 
and  fury  ;  which  the  King  accordingly  did  ;  and  beginning  to  talk  to 
the  multitude,  fuch  was  their  exafperated  and  ungovernable  rage,  that 
they  Hill  threw  Hiowers  of  Hones,  notwithflanding  they  law  their  king 
expofed  to  danger,  one  of  which  flruck  Montezuma  fo  violent  a  blow 
upon  the  temples,  that  he  immediately  fell  down  dead,  and  thus  he 
received  his  death  by  his  own  fubjefts  and  vafials,  in  the  city  of  his 
greateH  glory,  whilH  he  was  in  the  power  and  cuHody  of  a  flrange 
nation.  The  Indians  affirm,  that  he  was  of  the  highefi  blood  of  any  of 
the  tribes,  and  the  greateH  and  richefi  king  that  ever  reigned  in  Mexico. 

After  the  death  of  Montezuma,  the  Indians  choie  Sfuahutimoc  for  their 
emperor.  And  they  attacked  the  Spaniards  again  with  fo  much  courage 
and  intrepidity,  that  they  obliged  Cortez  and  his  forces  to  quit  the  city 
of  Mexico,  and  retreat  to  I laxc alia  ;  where  having  again  flrengthened 
himfelf,  he  laid  fiege  to  Mexico  both  by  land  and  water,  whereby  they 
reduced  the  Mexicans  both  by  hunger  and  ficknefs  to  the  greateH  necef- 
fity  ;  yet  though  they  faw  their  emperor’s  f  re  palaces,  and  the  greateH; 
part  of  their  city,  in  flames,  and  beat  down  to  the  ground,  they  would 
not  furrender,  fo  long  as  they  had  one  Hreet,  tower,  or  temple  to  retreat 
to,  from  whence  they  might  defend  themfelves  and  annoy  the  Spaniards. 
In  vain  did  Cortez  call  out  to  them  to  yield,  offering  them  kind  ufage.: 
They  told  him  not  to  talk  of  friendfhip  to  them,  nor  hope  to  enrich 
himfelf  with  their  fpoil  ;  for  when  they  could  hold  out  no  longer,  they 
would  either  burn  all  their  treafufe,  or  throw  it  into  the  lake,  that  the 
Spaniards  fhould  reap  no  profit  thereby  ;  and  that  they  would  continue 
fighting  as  long  as  one  man  remained  alive. 

Cortez  defirous  to  know  what  part  of  the  city  Hill  remained  uncon¬ 
quered,  went  up  into  a  high  tower,  to  take  s  view  thereof,  and  conjectu¬ 
red  that  about  an  eighth  part  was  yet  to  be  fubdued  ;  upon  which  he 
renewed  theaflault.  The  poor  citizens  bewailing  their  unfortunate  fate 
and  calamities,  befeeched  Cortez  to  kill  them  out  of  hand,  crying  out, 
Ob  f  capt.  Cortez,  feeing  that  thou  art  the  child  of  the  fun,  why  dof  thou  not 
intreat  the  tun,  thy  father,  to  make  an  end  of  us?  Oh  thou  fun,  that  canf  go 
round  the  world in  a  day  and  a  night,  we  pray  thee  make  an  end  of  ui,  and 
take  us  out  of  this  tniferable  life  ;  for  we  defire  death,  to  go  and  reft  with 
bur  god  Quetcavatlh,  who  tarrieth  for  us. 

Cortez '  pitying  the  calanyties  of  thefe  wretched  people,  fent  a  mef- 
fage  to  the  emperor  Quahutimoc ,  exhorting  him  to  confider  the  great 
extremity  his  fubjeCls  were  reduced  to,  and  to  accept  of  peace  ;  alluring 
him  their  diflrefles  would  increafe  more  and  more,  infomuch  that  they 
would  afl^incvitably  perifh.  But  the  fiubborn  monarch,  as  foon  as  lie 
heard  of  the  embalfy,  caufed  the  ambaflador  to  be  immediately  facrificed, 
and  beat  off  the  retinue  with  Hones  and  arrows,  faying,  they  defired 
death,  and  no  peace.  Cortez  finding  the  emperor  fo  refradfory,  made 
a  general  attack,  both  by  land  and  water,  but  met  with  little  or  no 
refiHance,  the  unhappy  Indians  being  fo  reduced  by  famine  and  fick- 
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nefs,  that  they  were  not  able  to  defend  themfelves :  Asd  when  it  was 
thought  there  could  not  be  above  five  thoufand  perfons  left  in  the  city, 
confidering  the  heaps  of  dead  bodies  lying  in  the  ftreets  and  houfes, 
there  were  upwards  of  40,000  Indians  flain  and  taken  ptifoners  that  day. 

Ctrtez  was  in  hopes  of  making  an  end  of  the  war  the  next  day  ;  and 
having  intelligence  that  the  emperor  intended  to  efcape  in  the  morning 
in  a  canoe  with  twenty  oars,  as  foon  as  day  appeared,  he  repaired  with 
his  men,  and  four  pieces  of  ordnance  to  a  corner  of  the  city,  where  he 
fhut  up  the  poor  Mexicans  like  cattle  in  a  pound.  He  then  gave  orders 
to  Sandoval  and  Alvarado ,  two  of  his  officers,  to  be  ready  with  their 
fatal!'  veflcls,  called  vergantines,  which  he  had  caufed  to  be  built,  upon 
the  lake,  and  carefully  to  watch  the  coming  out  of  the  canoes;  and 
more  particularly  to  take  cafe  not  to  hurt  the  emperor’s  perfon,  but  to 
take  him  alive.  He  next  commanded  the  remainder  of  the  forces  to 
make  an  attack  upon  the  people,  in  order  to  force  out  the  canoes  ; 
whereupon  a  multitude  of  people,  men,  women  and  children,  crowded 
out  fo  fad  to  get  into  their,  boats,  that  numbers  of  them  were  drowned 
in  the  lake.  Cortez  commanded  his  foldiers,  to  fpare  the  poor  mifera- 
ble  wretches,  and  not  to  murder  them  ;  but  in  vain,  for  the  fury  of  the 
Tlaxcallan  and  other  Indians ,  was  fo  implacable,  that  they  flew  and  facri- 
ficed  above  fifteen  thoufand.  The  chief  of  the  nobility  of  Mexico  had 
embarked  with  the  king,  who  came  out  with  a  great  fleet  of  canoes  ;  but 
the  vergantines  prefently  broke  in  amongft  them,  and  beat  down  the 
royal  ftandard.  Garcia  Holguin,  a  captain  of  one  of  the  vergantines,  ob- 
ferved  a  very  large  canoe  deeply  laden  with  men,  and  rowed  by 
twenty  oars  ;  and  being  informed  by  one  of  his  prifoners  ;  that  the  em¬ 
peror  was  in  it,  he  gave  chace,  and  prefently  overtook  her  :  When 
Qtahutimoc,  who  flood  upon  the  poop  of  his  canoe  ready  to  fight,  per¬ 
ceived  the  Spaniard's  pieces  prefented  againft  him,  he  fubmitted,  and 
declared,  that  he  was  the  emperor.  Holguin  was  very  proud  of  his  royal 
prifoner,  and  carried  him  forthwith  to  Cortez,  who  received  him  very 
refpe&fully  :  When  ^uahutimoc  came  near  Cortez,  he  laid  his  hand 
upon  the  general’s  dagger,  and  faid,  “  I  have  ufed  my  beft  endeavours 
to  defend  myfeif  and  my  vaffals,  according  to  my  duty,  hoping  not 
“  to  have  come  to  that  wretched  ftate  in  which  you  now  behold  me  ; 
“  But  fince  it  is  fo,  and  I  am  nowin  your  power,  the  greateft  favour 
“  you  can  (hew  me.  is,  to  put  an  end  to  my  miferies  by  death,  which 
“  is  my  only  requeft.”  Cortez  defired  him  to  be  comforted,  and  not 
to  think  of  death,  defiring  him  to  perfuade  his  people  to  furrender  thern- 
felves  to  mercy  ;  and  not  to  perifh  wilfully.  This  '^uabutimoc  readily 
performed,  and  the  Mexicans  as  readily  obeyed  ;  infomuch  that  feventy 
thoufand  of  them  threw  down  their  arms,  and  fubmitted  ;  notwithftand- 
ing  fome  hundred  thoufands  of  them  had  before  been  flain  and  taken 
prifoners.  Thus  was  the  famous  city  of  Mexico  conquered  by  the  Spa¬ 
niards  on  the  i^rh  day  of  Augnfl,  15x1  ;  in  remembrance  whereof 
they  make  annually  a  fumptuous  feaft  in  the  city,  and  folemn  pro- 
ceflion,  when  the  ftandard  royal,  under  which  the  conqueft  was  obtain¬ 
ed  is  carried  in  great  ftate.  It  is  fomething  remarkable  in  this  viftory, 
hat  one  emperor,  the  greateft  that  ever  was  ia  thofe  parts,  was  flain  ; 
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lind  another  as  famous  a  warrior  ai  ever  was  known  in  Amenta,  wai 
taken  prifoner.  The  fiege  laited  about  three  months,  and  Cortex.  * 
llrength  confiited  of  near  two  hundred  thou  (and  Indians,  which  were 
daily  increafing,  nine  hundred  Spaniards,  fourfeore  horfes  only,  17  or 
t  g  pieces  of  ordnance,  eighteen  rergantines,  and  at  leaft  fix  thoufand 
canoes.  In  this  fiege  were  ilain  fifty  Spaniards,  fife  horfes,  and  about 
eight  thoufand  Indians  of  Cortex.' s  friends.  Of  the  Mexicans  a  hundred 
and  twenty  thoufand  were  (lain,  befides  thofe  who  died  of  hunger  and 
ficknefs ;  and  as  at  the  defence  of  the  city  all  the  nobility  were  prelent, 
Eioft  of  them  were  killed.  The  multitude  of  people  was  fo  great  w 
the  city,  that  they  were  obliged  to  eat  boughs  and  rinds  of  tree?,  and 
to  drink  fait  water;  and  though  they  were  obliged  to  deep  amongft 
innumerable  heaps  of  dead  bodies,  which  fpread  a  general  infection 
amongft  them,  of  which  infinite  numbers  died,  yet  would  they  not 
yield  themfelves  prifoners,  until  they  were  advifed  fo  to  do  by  their 
emperor,  Quahutimoc. 

The  Mexican  women  were  highly  commendable  in  tins  extremity  ; 
for  they  not  only  ftuck  falTby  their  hulbands  and  fathers,  but  took 
great  care  of  the  lick  and  wounded  perfons  ;  they  were  alfo  very 
sdtive  and  ufeful  during  the  fiege,  by  making  flings  and  fitting  Hones 
to  them,  and  even  throwing  them  againft  the  enemy,  by  which  means 
they  were  as  fervjceable  as  the  men.  The  city  was  given  up  to  plun¬ 
der  ;  the  Spaniards  took  the  gold,  plate,  and  feathers,  and  their  Indian 

allies  had  the  doth  and  other  fluffs. 

The  city  was  afterwards  burnt,  and  the  whole  kingdom  brought 
under  the  Spanijb  fubje&ion  ;  But  Cortez  re-edify’d  it,  not  only  for  its 
fituation,  but  for  the  great  name  and  fame  it  had  gained  abroad.  Me 
divided  it  amongft  the  conquerors,  having  firft  laid  '.out  plots  for 
churches,  market-places,  a  town-houfe,  and  other  neceffary  publick 
edifices.  He  feparated  the  habitations  of  the  Spaniards  from  the  Indians, 
by  fixing  a  large  fun  of  water  between  them.  He  gave  to  the  naiivcs 
of  the  old  city,  lands  to  build  upon,  promifing  them  inheritance, 
freedom,  and  other  privileges  :  He  alfo  promifed  the  like  freedom  to 
all  other  Indians  who  would  coirie  and  fettle  there,  which  alluded  a 
great  many:  Hefetat  liberty  Xibuaco ,  the  captain-general,  and  made 
him  chief  over  the  Indians  in  the  city,  unto  whom  he  gave  a  who>e 
ftreet :  He  likewife  gave  another  ftreet  to  Don  Pedro  Montezuma,  fon 
tt  the  late  emperor  Montezuma,  :  He  made  other  perfons  of  figure 
among  the  Mexicans  lords  of  fmall  ifianas,  and  gave  to  fome  little 
ftreets  to  build  upon.  And  all  this  was  done  to  gain  the  favour  and 
good  will  of  the  people.  In  this  order  the  city  began  to  be  rebuilt, 
and  the  work  went  on  with  brilknefs  and  alacrity  ;  though  the  labour 
was  heavy  and  hard,  for  they  carried  on  their  backs,  anti  drew  after 
them,  large  Hones,  timber,  earth,  liine,  brick,  and  fuch  like  materials  , 
and  in  a  fliort  time  the  city  was  rebuilt,  and  confiited  of  a  hundred 
thoufand  ^houfes.  The  Spaniards  built  their  houfes  after  the  Spanijb 
faihion  ;  and  Cortez  ere&ed  a  fine  large  building  upon  the  1  pot  where 
Montezuma,  the  emperor,  had  kept  his  court,  which  now  renceth  year¬ 
ly  for  four  thoufand  ducats,  and  is  called  the  palace  of  the  marquns 
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Del  Valle,  the  king  of  Spain  having  conferred  that  title  upon  Cortez  and 
his  heirs,  deriving  the  Laid  title  from  the  great  valley  of  Guaxaca. 
This  palace  had  (even  thoufand  beams  of  cedar  in  it. 

They  have  flopt  the  water  of  the  lake  from  overflowing  the  city  as  it 
ufed  to  do  ;  and  efpecially,  fince  the  year  163 the  water  cometh  not 
by  far  fo  near  the  city  as  it  ufed  to  The  lake,  ’tis  true,  fometimes  cafteth 
out  a  vaporous  flench,  but  otherwife,  the  fituation  is  temperate  and  whole- 
fome,  by  reafon  of  the  neighbouring  mountains,  from  whence  iflues  a 
ferene  and  refrefhing  air.  Mexico  is  now  one  of  the  greateft  cities  both 
for  extenfion  and  fituation  ;  and  a  few  years  ago,  there  were  at  Ieaft  two 
thoufSnd  citizens,  who  had  each  of  them  his  borfe  in  his  liable,  richly 
eaparifon’d,  and  his  arms  ready  againft  any  infurreflion  or  invafion  ; 
but  now  all  the  Indians  being  fubdued,  and  moft  of  them  round  about 
the  city  defiroyed,  the  Spaniards  are  grown  carelefs,  and  think  them- 
felves  fo  fecure  from  an  enemy,  that  there  is  neither  gate,  wall,  bul¬ 
wark,  platform,  tower,  armory,  ordnance  or  ammunition,  to  fecure  the 
city  from  either  domeftick  or  foreign  foes ;  from  the  latter,  they  think 
the  port  of  St.  John  de  Ulva  fufficient  and  ftrong  enough  to  fecure  them. 
Mexico  may  be  efteemed  one  of  the  richeft  cities ;  fbr  by  the  North 
fea  cometh  every  year  frqm  Spain  a  fleet  of  near  twenty  (hips  laden 
with  the  beft  commodities,  not  only  of  that  country,  but  of  all  Chri- 
Jlendom.  And  by  the  South  fea  it  hath  the  trade  of  Peru,  the  Eajl-lndies, 
all  thofe  parts  inhabited  by  the  Portuguefe,  the  countries  of  Japan  and 
China  ;  and  they  fend  every  year  to  the  Philippines ,  two  large  fhips,  and 
two  fmaller  ones.  There  is  alfo  in  Mexico  a  royal  mint- houfe,  where 
money  is  daily  coined,  from  filver  brought  thither  in  wedges  from  the 
mines  of  Sacatecas  and  Potoji,  upon  the  backs  of  mules  ;  and  at  Sacate- 
cas  they  have  built  a  city  lately,  which  they  call  New-Mexico.  There 
is  alfo  a  fine  univerfity  in  Mexico,  built  by  the  viceroy  don  Antonio 
<de  Mendoza.  ... 

At  the  re-peopling  of  this  city,  a  great  diftindlion  was  made  between  a 
conqueror  and  a  mere  inhabitant  only  :  For  a  conqueror,  or  thofe  who 
allifled  in  the  firft  conqueft.  was  a  name  of  honour,  and  held  his  lands 
of  the  king  of  Spain,  in  fee-fimple,  to  him  and  his  heirs  forever  ;  but 
an  after-comer  paid  rent  for  his  houfe  and  lands.  And  this  hath  filled 
thofe  parts  of  America  with  many  proud  dons  to  this  day  ;  for  every 
delcendant  from  a  conqueror  ( tho’  he  be  as  poor  as  Lazarus )  fets  up 
for  a  gentleman  ;  and  alk  him  what  is  become  of  his  eftate,  he  will  an- 
fwer,  fortune  hath  taken  that  from  him,  but  fhe  fhall  never  deprive 
him  of  the  name  of  a  don  ;  and  a  poor  cobler,  if  he  be  called  Mendoza , 
or  Guzman,  will  fwear,  that  he  is  defeended  from  the  houfes  of  that  name, 
and  that  his  grand-father  was  one  of  the  conquerors  of  the  country, 
tho’  now  fortune  hath  frowned  upon  him,  and  covered  his  rags  with 
a  thread-bare  cloak.  Fame  having  fpread  her  report  of  the  grandeur 
of  this  new  city  far  and  near,  it  was  loon  replenilhed  both  with  Indians, 
and  Spaniards  from  old  Spain,  who  conquered  and  added  to  this  (lately 
city  and  province  above  four  hundred  leagues  of  land.  But  fince  its 
firfl  rebuilding,  it  may  be  faid  to  have  been  rebuilt  a  fecond  time  by  the 
Spaniards,  who  have  .drove  the  poor  Indians  from  their  habitations  into 
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,the  fuburbs  of  the  city,  where  they  now  live,  and  this  part  is  called 
Guadalupe.  In  the  year  1635,  when  I  went  thither,  this  fuburb  was 
eftcemed  to  contain  about  five  thoufand  inhabitants  ;  but  fince  many 
of  them  have  been  deftroyed  by  the  hard  ufage  of  the  Spaniards,  and 
the  work  at  the  lake  ;  fo  that  now  there  is  not  above  two  thoufand 
inhabitants  of  mere  Indians,  and  about  one  thoufand  or  fuch  as  they 
call  there  Mejiizoes .  who  are  of  a  mixed  nature  between  Spaniards  and 
Indians  ;  for  many  Spaniards  many  Indian  women  ;  and  thofe  who  do 
not  choofe  to  marry  them,  eafily  find  methods  to  difpatch  an  innocent 
JJriah  to  enioy  his  Bath/hcba.  The  Spaniards  often  couzen  the  poor 
natives  out  "of  the  fmall  fpots  of  ground  where  their  houfes  (land,  and 
then  pulling  them  down,  eredl  {lately  buildings  thereon  after  the  Eu¬ 
ropean  fafhion,  with  fine  latge  gardens  and  orchards. 

Their  buildings  are  generally  of  done  and  brick,  very  ftrorg,  but 
not  high,  by  reafon  of  the  many  earthquakes  which  happen  in  thofe 
parts,  and  would  much  endanger  a  building  above  three  flories  high. 
The  ftreets  are  very  broad  $  in  moft  of  them  three  coaches  go  abreaft, 
and  in  the  wideft  fix,  which  makes  the  city  feeni  a  great  deal  bigger  than 
it  really 'is.  In  my  time  I  fuppofe  it  confided  of  between  thirty  and 
forty  thoufand  Spaniards,  who  were  fo  proud  and  rich,  that  great 
numbers  of  them  kept  their  coaches,  and  it  was  credibly  reported,  that 
at  that  time  there  were  in  Mexico  above  fifteen  thoufand  coaches. 
It  is  a  common  faying,  that  in  Mexico  there  are  four  things  gay  and 
beautiful,  their  women,  their  apparel,  their  horfes,  and  their  ftreets  ; 
to  thefe  I  am  fure  we  may  add  the  coaches  of  the  gentry,  which  are 
more  rich  and  beautiful  than  any  I  ever  faw  it  Europe-,  for  here  they 
fpare  neither  gold,  nor  filver,  nor  precious  Hones,  nor  cloth  of  gold, 
nor  the  heft  filks  from  China,  to  enrich  them,  their  horfes  being  ador¬ 
ned  with  coftly  bridles,  and  (hoes  of  filver.  The  ftreets  in  Chrifiendom 
are  not  comparable  to  the  ftreets  in  Mexico  for  breadth  and  cleaners, 
but  more  efpecially  in  the  riches  of  the  (hops  which  do  adorn  them  : 
Above  all,  the  goldfmith’s  (hops  and  their  work  are  to  be  admired. 
To  the  beauty  of  their  women,  I  muft  add,  the  liberty  they  take 
and  enjoy  for  gaming,  which  is  fuch,  that  the  day  and  night  is  too  fhort 
for  them  to  end  that  fport  when  it  is  once  begun:  Nay,  it  is  fo  com¬ 
mon  amongft  the  ladies,  that  they  will  not  even  blufh  to  invite  ftrange 
gentlemen  to  their  houfes  for  that  purpofe  ;  as  I  myfelf  have  experien¬ 
ced  ;  for  one  day  paffing  along  the  ftreets  with  another  friar  who 
came  with  me  from  Spain,  a  lady  of  great  quality,,  knowing  us  to  be 
Chape  tons,  (the  name  they  give  to  thofe  who  are  newly  come  from  Spain) 
called  to  us  from  her  window,  and  after  two  or  three  frivolous  quefti- 
ons  concerning  the  old  country,  (he  a(ked  us  to  come  in  and  play  a 
game  at  cards  with.  her. 

Both,  men  and  women  are  exceflive  in  their  apparel,  ufing  more  silks 
than  (biffs  or  cloths  ;  precious  (tones  and  pearls  are  a  great  addition  to 
their  pride  ;  a  hat-band  and  ro(e  made  of  diamonds  you  may  fre¬ 
quently  fee  in  a  gentleman's  hat,  and  a  hat-band  of  pearls  is  common 
in  a.-‘tradefman’s  :.Nay,  a  tawny- young  maid  and  a  (lave  will  make 
kar’d  fhift,  but- {he  will  have  her  neck-chain  and  bracelets  ©f  pearls. 
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and  her  ear-bebs  of  diamonds.  The  drefs  of  thefe  MeJHzoks  is  fogs' 
and  neat,  and  their  behaviour  fo  alluring,  that  many  Spaniards,  even  o( 
the  better  fort,  difdain  and  quit  their  wives  for  them.  Their  cloath- 
ing  is  a  petticoni  of  filk  or  cloth,  laced  with  gold  or  filver,  bound 
with  a  broad  double  ribband  of  a  different  Colour,  with  long  taggs  of 
gold  or  filver  hanging  down  before  to  the  ground,  and  the  like  behind  ; 
their  jackets  are  made  tight  like  bodice,  with  fhirts  likewife  laced  with 
gold  or  fiver,  without  fleeves,  and  a  girdle  about  their  body  of  great 
value,  (luck  with  pearls  and  knots  of  gold  ( if  they  happen  to  be  favou¬ 
rites  )  they  then  put  on  fleeves  made  of  Holland,  or  fine  China  linnen, 
wrought  fome  with  coloured  filks,  fome  with  filk  and  filver,  and  fome 
with  filk  and  gold  :  thefe  reach  almcft  to  the  ground  :  The  locks  of 
rheir  heads  are  covered  with  a  worked  coif,  and  over  this  another  of 
riet-work,  bound  with  fine  filk,  or  a  filver  or  golden  ribband,  which 
croffeth  the  upper  part  of  the  forehead,  upon  which  is  worked  fome 
foolifh  love  poefie ;  their  tawny  breads  are  covered  with  bobs  hang¬ 
ing  from  their  pearl  neck-chains.  When  they  go  abroad,  they  ufe  a 
white  mantle  of  lawn  or  fine  cambrick,  rounded  with  a  broad  lace, 
which  fome  put  over  their  heads,  and  the  breadth  will  then  only  reach  to 
their  middle  behind,  that  their  fine  girdles  and  ribbands  may  be  feen, 
but  the  two  ends  before  reach  to  the  ground  ;  others  carelefsly  edit  their 
mantles  over  the  left  (boulder,  that  they  may  have  room  to  difplay 
their  right  arm,  and  fhew  their  fine  broad  fleeves  as  they  walk  along. 
Their  fhoes  are  high,  and  of  many  foies,  and  the  prouder  fort  have 
the  out-fide  foie  placed  with  filver,  fattened  with  nails  of  broad  filver 
heads.  Mott  of  thefe  women  have  been  Haves,  whom  love  hath  fet  at 
liberty,  to  enflave  their  fouls  to  fin. and  fatan.  There  are  fo  many  of 
thefe  women  grown  to  fuch  a  height  of  pride  and  vanity,  that  I  have 
often  heard  many  perfons  of  good  moral  lives,  declare,  that  they  verily 
believed,  that  by  the  loofenefs  of  thofe  harlot’*  lives,  and  the  pub- 
lick  fcandals  they  were  guilty  of  with  the  young  Spaniards  of  quality, 
heaven  would  dettroy  their  city,  and  give  up  their  country  into  the 
power  of  fome  other  nition.  I  will  not  relate  particulars  of  their 
obfeene  and  impious  behaviour  ;  which  would  offend  my  reader’s  mo- 
defty ;  and  yet  I  mutt  fay,  that  this  city  which  aboundeth  fo  much  in 
Juft  and  luxury,  exceeds  any  place  in  Chriflendom,  even  Rime  itfelf, 
in  the  fuperftitious  worfhip  of  faints  and  idols :  But  I  have  always  made 
this  remark  in  all  my  travels  in  Europe  and  America,  that  in  thofe 
places  where  there  is  the  greateft  licentioufnefs  of  life,  there  you  will 
find  the  temples  the  mod  coftly,  and  their  pretended  fan&ity  and  wor¬ 
fhip  the  moll  fuperftitious. 

The  religion  of  the  church  of  Rome  teacheth,  that  all  wickednefs  is 
allowable  whereby  the  church  and  clergy  iourifh  *  nay  whilft  the  purfe 
is  open  to  lafeivioufnefs,  if  it  be  likewife  open  to  enrich  the  temple 
walls  and  roofs,  it  is  more  efheatious  than  their  holy  water  to  waflt 
away  the  filth  of  fin.  Mexico  is  as  a  thoufand  witneffes  of  this  truth, 
fin  and  wickednefs  abounding  in  it ;  and  yet  there  are  no  people  in 
the  world  more  beneficent  to  the  church  and  clergy,  ftriving  to  out¬ 
vie  each  ether  in  their  gifts  to  the  cloillers  of  friars  and  nuns;  fome 
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erefTmg  altars  to  their  faints  worth  many  thoufand  ducats,  others  pre- 
fenting  crowns  of  gold  to  the  virgin  Mary,  with  lamps,  golden  chirms, 
&c.  others  building  cloifters  at  their  own  charge,  and  others  at  their 
deaths  leaving  two  or  three  thoufand  ducats  as  an  annual  ftipend. 
Among  thefe  great  benefactors  to  the  churches  of  that  city,  1  (hould 
wrong  my  hiftory,  if  I  fhoufd  omit  one  that  lived  in  my  time,  who 
was  called  Jlohfo  Cuellar  :  It  is  faid,  that  he  had  a  room  in  his  houfe 
laid  with  bars  of  gold  in  dead  of  bricks,  and  that  he  had  chefts  full  of 
wedges  of  filver.  This  man  erected  a  nunnery  at  his  own  expence  for 
Francifcan  nuns,  which  Itopd  him  in  above  thirty  thoufand  ducats, 
and  endowed  it  with  two  thoufand  ducats  yearly,  under  an  obligation 
of  fome  maffes  to  be  faid  in  the  church  every  year  for  his  foul  after 
his  deceafe  :  And  yet  that  man’s  life  was  fo  loofe  and  wicked,  that  with 
two  fervants  in  the  night  he  would  commonly  round  the  city,,  vifiting 
fuch  young  harlots  as  I  have  before  deferibed,  carrying  his  firing  of 
beads  in  his  hands,  and  as  others  drop  a  bead  at  the  end  of  every  prayer, 
fo  he  would  drop  one  at  every  houfe  he  vifned,  that  when  he  came 
home  in  the  morning 'he  might  know  how  many  lafeivious  vifits  he 
had  paid.  But  thefe  works  of  darknefs  came  at  laft  to  light;  for  one 
night  whilft  I  was  in  Mexico,  meeting  with  a  gentleman  at  one  of  hks 
Stations,  who  was  jealous  of  him,  a  quarrel  enfued,  and  iwords  were 
drawn  ;  the  concubine  was  firft  dabbed  by  the  gentleman,  who  was 
better  manned  and  attended,  and  Cuellar  was  mortally  wounded,  and 
left  for  dead,  though  afterwards  he  recovered.  Great  alms  and  libe¬ 
rality  towards  religious  houfes  are  generally  attended  with  great  and 
fcandalous  wickednefs.  They  wallow  in  the  bed  of  riches  and  wealth, 
and  make  their  alms  a  fort  of  coverlid,  to  cover  their  obfeene  and 
lafeivious  lives  ;  by  which  their  churches  are  mod  beauteous,  and  richly 
adorned.  There  were  not  in  my  time  above  fifty  parifh churches,  chapels-, 
cloifters,  and  nunneries  in  this  city  j  but  they  are  the  mod  rich  and 
glorious  that .  ever  my  eyes  beheld,  the  roofs  and  beams  of  many  of 
them  being  cafed  with  gold,  their  altar*  the  fame,  and  fupported  by 
marble  pillars,  infomuch  that  the  common  alue.of  them  amounted* 
to  feveral  thoufand  ducats.  This  produces  admiration  in  the  comma® 
fort  of  people,  admiration  brings  on  adoration,  and  adoration  fuper- 
fiition  and  idolatry.  Thus  the  devil  gives  the  world  to  be  adored. 

Befides  thefe  beautiful  buildings,  the  inward  riches  belonging  to  the 
altars  are  infinite  in  price  and  value,  fuch  as  copes,  canopies,  hanging?, 
altar-cloths,  candlefticks,  jewels  belonging  ta  faints,  and  crowns  of 
gold  and  filver  ;  alfo  tabernacles  of  gold  and  cryltal  to  carry  about 
their  facrament  in  proceffion,  all  which  would  amount  to  the  worth 
of  a  reafonable  mine  of  filver,  and  would  be  a  rich  prize  for  any 
nation  that  knew  how  to  make  better  ufe  of  wealth  and  riches.  I 
fhall  not  fay  much  of  the  friars  and  nuns  of  this  city,  only  that  they 
enjoy  more  liberty  than  in  any  part  of  Europe. 

Whilft  I  was  there,  I  was  prefent  at  an.  election  of  a  provincial  to  rule 
over  them,  in  the  cloifter  of  the  Mercenarian  friars,  tor  the  redemption 
of  captives ;  to  which  all  the  priors,  and  heads  of  the  cloifters  about  the 
country,  had  reforted.  At  this  ele&icm  faction  grew  fo  high,  that  on  a 
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Bidden  all  the  convent  was  in  an  uproar,  their  canonical  clecHon  wk's 
turned  into  mutiny  and  ftrife  ;  knives  were  drawn,  many  wounded,  and 
murder  would  certainly  have  enfued,  had  not  the  viceroy  interpofed,  who 
was  obliged  to  make  uie  of  his  authority,  and  to  fit  amongft  them,  and 
to  guard  the  cloiiler,  until  the  provincial  was  elected. 

It  is  common  for  the  friars  to  vifit  their  devoted  nuns,  and  to  fpend 
whole  days  with  them,  hearing  their  mufick,  and  feeding  upon  their 
fweet-meats  :  For  this  purpofe,  they  have  many  chambers,  which  they 
call  Loquutorios,  with  wooden  bars  between  the  nuns  and  them  ;  in  thefe  , 
chambers  are  tables  for  the  friars  to  dine  at  ;  and  whilft  they  are  at  din-  1 
ner,  the  nuns  divert  them  with  mufick  and  finging.  Gentlemen  and 
citizens  give  their  daughters  to  be  brought  up  in  thefe  nunneries ;  here  . 
they  are  taught  preferving,  candying,  and  the  moft  curious  fort  of  paltry 
work,  mufick,  needle-work,  and  other  curious  arts:  They  alfo  teach 
thefe  young  children  to  aft  plays  $  and  to  allure  the  people  to  their 
churches,  they  caufe  thefe  young  nuns/ to  rehearfe  dialogues  in  the  ’ 
choirs,  richly  attiring  them  both  in  men’s  and  women’s  apparel,  efpecially 
upon  midfummer-day,  and  the  eight  days  before  Chriftmas. 

The  chief  place  in  the  city  is  the  market-place  ;  which,  though  it  Is  J 
not  fo  fpacious  as  in  Montezuma' s  time,  yet  at  this  day  it  is  very  fpaci- 
ous,  built  with  arches  on  the  one  fide,  where  people  in  time  of  rain  may, 
walk  dry  :  Here  are  the  merchants  fhops  full  of  all  forts  of  Huffs  and 
filks,  before  which  fit  women,  felling  all  manner  of  fruit  and  lieibs;  , 
over-againft  thefe  fhops  and  arches  ftands  the  viceroy’s  palace,  which 
taketh  up  almoft  the  whole  length  of  the  market,  with  the  walls  of  the 
houfe,  and  the  gardens  belonging  to  it.  At  the  end  of  the  viceroy’s 
palace,  is  the  chief  prifon,  which  is  ftrong,  and  of  ftone-work.  Next 
to  this  is  the  beautiful  flreet  called  A?  Plateria ,  or  thegold-frniths  flreet ; 
and  here  you  may  fee  many  millions  worth  of  gold,  filver,  pearl,  and 
jewels  :  But  the  longcft  and  broadeft  flreet  in  the  whole  city,  is  called 
'Tacuba,  fo  called,  becaufe  it  leads  to  a  town  of  that  name  ;  this  ftieet 
confifls  of  the  fhops  of  iron-mongers,  and  thofe  who  deal  in  brafs  and 
flee!.  The  flreet  called  del  Aquila ,  or  the  flreet  of  the  Eagle,  is  famous 
for  its  ftately  buildings  ;  for  here  live  the  courtiers,  judges,  gentlemen, 
and  perfons  of  quality ;  here  is  alfo  the  fine  palace  of  the  marques  del  Valle, 
defendant  from  Cortez  :  This  flreet  took  its  name  from  an  old  idol,  an 
eagle  of  flone,  which  fince  the  conqueft  hath  been  thrown  down,  and 
Beth  in  a  corner  of  it. 

About  four  o’clock  in  the  afternoon  every  day,  appear  the  nobility  and 
gentry,  in  ail  their  gallantry  iome  in  coaches,  and  others  on  horfeback, 
in  a  pleafant  fhady  field,  called  la  Alameda ,  full  of  trees  and  fine  walks, 
very  large  and  fpacious.  Here  I  have  feen  two  thoufand  coaches  atone 
time,  full  of  gentlemen  and  ladies,  who  only  come  to  fee,  and  be  feen, 
to  court,  and  to  be  courted  ;  the  gentlemen  having  fome  a  dozen,  but 
moft  half  a  dozen  of  blackmoors  attending  them,  in  rich  liveries,  laced 
with  gold  and  filver,  and  fwords  by  their  fides  :  The  ladies  have  alfo 
their  trains  of  tawny  darafels  attending  them,  in  the  drefs  I  have  before 
•eferibed  them,  with  their  fine  white  mantles  carelefly  thrown  over 
their  Ihouldejs,  which  make  them  look  (as  the  Spaniards  term  it) 
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fnsfca  e n  lecbe,  like  a  fly  in  milk.  But  the  train  of  the  viceroy,  who  often 
fcppeareth  at  this  place,  is  furprizingly  ft  tel y,  and  exceedeth  even  his 
mader’s,  the  king  of  Spain.  At  this  meeting  there  are  carried  about  to 
be  fold,  many  curious  fweetmeats  and  comfits.  But  thefe  fweec  meats 
often  meet  with  four  fauce  ;  for  jealoufy  many  times  will  not  permit 
a  lady  to  be  courted,  or  even  to  be  fpoken  to,  without  the  gallants 
drawing  his  fword  or  dagger,  and  ftabbing  the  perfon  he  is  jealous  of} 
and  when  one  fword  is  drawn,  hundreds  are  immediately  drawn  ;  fome 
in  behalf  of  the  perfon  injured  or  (lain,  and  fome  in  defence  of  the  ag- 
greflbr  or  murderer,  whom  they  will  not  permit  to  be  apprehenGed, 
but  will  guard  him  with  their  drawn  fworas  to  the  fandtuary  of  fome 
church  ;  from  whence  the  power  of  the  viceroy  is  not  able  to  take  him 
for  a  legal  trial.  Many  of  thefe  fudden  fkirmilhes  happened  whilft  I 
was  about  Mexico. 

This  city  is  the  feat  of  an  arch-bifhop,  and  of  a  viceroy,  who  com- 
inonly  is  fome  great  nobleman  Of  Spain,  whole  power  is  to  make  laws 
and  ordinances,  to  give  diredlions,  and  to  determine  controverfies, 
unlefs  it  be  in  fuch  great  caufes,  which  are  thought  fit  to  be  referred  to 
the  council  of  Spain.  There  are  at  lead  four  hundred  leagues  of  land 
under  the  government  of  this  princely  feat  of  Mexico  ;  for  though 
there  are  within  this  compafs  many  governments  with  different  gover¬ 
nors,  yet  they  are  all  lubordinate  to  this  viceroy,  who  are  all  his  crea¬ 
tures,  being  appointed  by  him,  and  generally  obtain  their  preferments 
by  gifts  and  bribes.  The  king  of  Spain  allows  his  viceroy  out  of  his 
exchequer  yearly  a  hundred  thoufand  ducats,  during  his  government, 
which  is  generally  but  five  years  ;  yet  oftentimes  by  bribing  the  Spani/h 
miniftry,  they  obtain  a  continuance  for  five  years  more,  and  fometimes 
for  ten.  It  is  incredible  to  report  the  vail  annual  income  of  his  vice- 
royfhip,  if  he  be  a  covetous  man,  and  given  to  trade,  as  was  the  mar- 
quefs  of  Seralvo  in  my  time,  who  was  the  bed  monbpohd  of  fait  that 
ever  thofe  parts  knew.  It  was  fuppofed  this  man  made  a  miilion  of 
ducats  a  year,  by  gifts  and  prefents,  and  by  trading  to  old  Spam  and 
the  Philippines.  For  at  the  end  of  his  five  years  he  fent  a  million  of 
ducats  to  the  count  of  Olivares,  and  other  courtiers,  to  make  intered 
for  him  to  hold  the  government  five  years  longer. 

Befides  the  viceroy,  there  are  commonly  fix  judges  and  a  king’s 
attorney,  who  are  allowed  out  of  the  king’s  exchequer  twelve  thou¬ 
fand  ducats  a  year  apiece  ;  there  are  alfo  two  Alcaldes  de  Corte,  or  high 
judices,  who,  with  the  viceroy,  decide  all  chancery  and  criminal  cauies. 
But  though  thefe  uniting,  together,  may  oppofe  the  viceroy  in  any 
unlawful  and  unjudifiable  adtion,  yet  they  dare  not  do  it  :  Indeed 
fome  have  been  fo  refolute;  and  have  fmarted  for  it.  So  that  he  doth 
juft  what  he  pleafes  ;  and  he  may  truly  fay,  flat  pro  ratione  voluntas, 
my  will  is  the  law.  This  power,  joined  to  covetoufnefs  in  the  viceroy, 
and  60,000  ducats  yearly,  joined  to  pride  in  the  arch  bifhop,  hadlike  to 
have  been  the  ruin  of  Mexico  in  the  year  1624,  when  the  count  of  Gelves 
was  viceroy,  and  don  Alonjo  de  Zrrna,  arch-bifhop ;  for  thefe  two 
powers  driking  at  each  other  like  two  flints,  had  nearly  brought  to 
#ombuftion  that  famous  city,  and  did  fet  on  fire  the  viceroy’s  palace, 

G  and 
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and  the  prifon  adjoining  to  it  ;  an  accouut  of  which  fhall  be  the  fub- 
jeft  of  tiie  next  chapter. 

CHAP.  IX.' 

Of  a  dangerous  mutiny  which  happened  in  Mexico,  occo.Jioned  by  a  difpute 
between  the  viceroy  and  the  arch-bij/oop.  ’T he  viceroy  orders  the  arco- 
biihcp  to  be  apprehended,  who  retires  to  Guadalupe,  and  leaves  a  bill 
of  excommunication  upon  the  church  doors  againji  the  viceroy  ;  the  vice¬ 
roy  bends  officers  to  Guadalupe  to  take  him,  and  the  arch -bifhop  flies  to 
the  altar  for  (andluary  ;  from  whence  he  is  taken  by  the  officers ,  and 
fent  pritoner  to  old  Spain,  A  great  infurreSiion  in  Mexico  upon  this  ac¬ 
count,  wherein  the  viceroy  s  palace  is  Jet  on  fire ,  ranfack' d  and  plundered. 

TH  E  count  de  Gelves  was  in  fome  points  one  of  the  bed  vice¬ 
roys  and  governors  that  ever  the  court  of  Spain  fent  to  America  j 
for  he  was  called  by  the  Spaniards ,  el  terrible-jujiiciory  fuego  de  ladiones, 
that  is,  terrible  for  juilice,  and  fire  to  confume  all  thieves.  Lie  cleared 
the  highways  of  all  robbers,  hanging  them  as  foon  as  they  were  catched 
without  mercy,  fending  out  his  troops  to  apprehend  them,  and  clearing 
the  roads  of  all  annoyances  of  that  kind  ;  infomuch  that  it  was  credi¬ 
bly  reported,  that  in  his  viceroyfhip  more  rogues  had  been  hanged 
than  in  all  the  time  before  fince  the  eonqueft  :  And  in  all  other  points 
ofjuflicehe  was  fevere  and  upright.  Yet  blinded  by  his  covetoufnefs, 
he  could  not  fee  his  own  injutlice,  concealing  his  own  avaricious 
temper,  under  the  difguife  of  other  aftions ;  which  brought  riot  only 
the  city  of  Mexico,  but  the  whole  kingdom  into  a  dangerous  rebellion. 

One  of  his  inftruments  was  don  Pedio  Mexia,  a  very  rich  gentle¬ 
man  of  Mexico ,  whom  the  viceroy  chofe  to  join  with  him  in  monopo¬ 
lizing  all  the  Indian  maize  and  wheat  about  the  country.  This  don 
Pedro  bought  all  the  maize  of  the  Indians  at  what  price  he  pleafed  ;  and 
the  wheat  he  purchafed  of  the  Spaniards  at  the  loweft  price  fettled  by 
the  law  of  the  land  to  be  fold  to  the  poor  ;  and  it  being  a  plentiful 
year,  the  farmers  fold  to  him  without  referve,  not  forefeeing  the  con- 
fequence  and  thofe  who  might  be  a  little  more  cautious,  durft  not 
oppofe  him,  knowing  him  to  be  the  viceroy’s  favourite.  Thus  like 
Jofeph  in  Egypt ,  he  filled  all  the  royal  granaries  in  this  plenteous  year, 
ar.d  the  viceroy  and  himfelf  became  owners  of  all  the  grain.  When 
the  country  began  to  be  in  want,  don  Pedro  raifed  the  price  of  grain 
to  double  the  price  it  coft  him.  The  poor  complain,  the  rich  murmur, 
and  the  law  was  urged  in  chancery  before  the  viceroy,  who  being  con¬ 
cerned  in  the  monopoly,  endeavoured  to  evade  the  law,  by  alledging, 
that  it  was  made  only  for  times  of  dearth  and  famine,  that  he  was 
informed  there  never  was  known  a  more  plentiful  harveft  ;  and  that  to 
Eis  knowledge  there  never  had  been  more  grain  brought  into  the  mar¬ 
kets,  enough  for  the  city  and  all  the  country;  and  therefore  every  one  was 
at  his  liberty  to  fell  for  the  price  he  could  get.  Thus  was  the  law  per¬ 
verted,  the  rich  flighted,  the  poor  opprefTed,  and  none  fold  grain  but 
don  Pedro  Mexia  and  his  officers,  for  the  benefit  of  himfelf  and  the  vice¬ 
roy. 
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roy.  Whenjuftice  refufed  longer  to  be  their  father,  the  people  apply 
to  their  mother,  the  church  ;  complaining  to  the  arch-bifhop  of  Mexico, 
that  don  Pedro,  by  the  viceroy’s  favour,  did  tyrannize  over  and  oppreia 
them,  and  therefore  they  befeeched  him  to  make  it  a  cafe  of  confcience, 
and  reduce  it  to  a  church  cenlure. 

Don  Alonfo  de  Zerna,  the  archbifhop,  who  had  never  any  fincere 
friendfhip  either  for  the  viceroy  or  his  favourite  Mexia,  with  pleafure 
embraced  this  favourable  opportunity  of  gratifying  his  diftafte  againft 
them,  and  alfo  to  pleafe  the  people  :  He  therefore  caufed  don  Pedro 
to  be  cited  before  him,  to  anfwer  this  complaint  of  opprcffion  on  the 
part  of  the  people  ;  and  he  not  obeying  the  citation,  the  prelate  order¬ 
ed  bills  of  excommunication  to  be  fixed  upon  all  the  church  doors 
againft  him.  Don  Pedro  difregarded  all  his  proceedings,  and  kept  at 
home  felling  his  corn,  and  raifed  the  price  even  higher  than  it  was  be¬ 
fore.  The  arch-bifhop  enlarged  his  cenfure  againft  this  great  favourite, 
infomuch  that  he  added  to  it  a  bill  of  cejfatio  d  d'vvinis ,  that  is,  a  cefla- 
tion  from  all  divine  fervice.  This  cenfure  is  fo  fevere  with  them,  that 
it  is  never  made  ufe  of,  but  in  the  cafe  of  fome  great  man,  who  proves 
contumacious  and  ftubborn,  and  contemns  the  power  of  the  church. 
When  this  cenlure  is  promulgated,  all  the  church  doors  are  (hut  up 
(  be  the  city  ever  fo  great )  no  mafies  are  faid,  no  prayers  ufed,  no 
preaching  permitted,  nor  no  meetings  allowed  for  any  pubiick  devoti¬ 
on,  or  calling  upon  god  ;  and  this  continues  fo  long  as  the  party 
remains  ftubborn  and  rebellious  in  his  fin,  and  will  not  yield  to  the 
church’s  cenfure.  And  as  by  this  cejfatio  a  d'winis  many  churches,  but 
efpecially  cloifters,  fufter  in  their  daily  income,  who  fubfift  by  the  mo¬ 
tley  which  is  paid  for  faying  mafs  every  day  ;  and  in  a  cloifter  where 
thirty  or  forty  priefts  fay  mafs,  fo  many  pieces  of  eight  or  crowns, 
do  daily  come  in  ;  therefore  this  cenfure  is  an  affliction  upon  the  whole 
church  (  all  fuffering  by  it,  as  they  fay,  both  in  their  fpiritual  and  tem¬ 
poral  affairs.  )  And  therefore  the  party  offending,  for  whole  lake  this 
curfe  is  laid  upon  all,  is  obliged  to  fatisfy  and  make  good  the  damages 
which  the  priefts  and  cloifters  fuftain  during  the  cejfatio  a  di-viais.  lo 
this  compliance,  as  a  puniftunent,  the  arch-bifhop  endeavoured  to  bring 
don  Pedro  Mexia,  and  to  oblige  him.  to  pay  near  a  thonfand  crowns 
a-day  for  fo  long  time  as  near  a  thoufand  priefts  (  for  fo  many  there 
were  in  Mexico  )  had  been  fufpended  from  their  vocation,  and  had  there¬ 
by  fuftained  fo  much  damage  by  lofs  of  their  daily  income.  I  he  arch- 
bifhop  alfo  thought  to  make  him  odious  to  the  people,  by  inftiding 
this  pernicious  principle  into  their  minds,  that  their  fouls  fuffered  very 
much  for  want  of  fpiritual  comfort,  and  the  non-communion  or  pray¬ 
ers  and  worfhip.  .  ... 

Don  Pedro  perceiving  the  fpiteful  intention  of  the  archbifhop,  in  lrrita* 
ting  the  people  againft  him, and  hearing  the  continual  clamours  of  the^mul- 
titude  in  the  ftreets,  and  their  tumultuofly  demanding  the  ufe  and  lioerty 
of  their  Churches,  fecretly  retired  to  the  palace  of  the  viceroy,  imploring 
hisfavour  and  protection,  forwhofe  fake  this  heavy  misfortune  had  be¬ 
fallen  him.  The  viceroy  immediately  iffued  his  orders  to  the  pubiick 
officers,  to  tear  oft:  the  church  doors  the  bills  of  excommunication  and 
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(ejfatio  a  divines  ;  and  likewife  commanded  the  fuperiors  of  all  the  cloifters 
to  open  their  churches,  and  to  celebrate  divine  fervice  and  mafs  as  they 
had  ufually  done.  But  they  took  no  notice  of  the  viceroy’s  commands, 
prompted  by  a  blind  obedience  to  the  archbifhop  as  head  of  the  church, 
the  viceroy  therefore  commanded  the  prelate  to  revoke  his  cenfures ;  but 
his  anfwer  was,  that  what  he  had  done,  was  juftly  done  againll  a  publick 
offender  and  great  oppreflor  of  the  poor,  whofe  cries  had  moved  him  to 
commiferate  their  iuffering  condition,  and  that  the  offender's  contempt 
of  his  firlt  excommunication  had  deferved  the  rigour  of  the  fecond  cen- 
fure,  neither  of  which  he  could  or  would  revoke,  until  don  Pedro  Me*ia 
had  fumitted  himfelf  to  the  church  and  had  obtained  a  publick  abfolution, 
and  had  alfo  fatisfied  the  prielis  and  cloifters  who  buffered  for  his  mif- 
behavionr  ;  and  that  he  muff  difclaim  that  unlawful  and  unconfcionable 
monopoly,  whereby  he  wronged  the  whole  common  wealth,  and  efpecially 
the  poorer  fort  of  people. 

The  viceroy,  not  brooking  this  haughty  anfwer  of  the  arch  prieft, 
ordered  him  to  be  immediately  apprehended,  to  be  guarded  to  St.  John 
de  Viva,  and  there  to  be  fhipped  for  Spain  The  archbifhop  having  notice 
of  the  viceroy’s  refolution,  retired  privately  out  of  the  city  of  Mexico, 
and  went  to  Guadalupe,  attended  by  feveral  of  his  prielts  and  ptcbends, 
leaving  behind  him  upon  the  church  doors,  bills  of  excommuication 
againll  the  viceroy  himfelf ;  from  whence  he  intended  fecretly  to  embark 
for  Spain,  there  to  give  an  account  to  the  king  of  the  whole  affair,  and 
of  the  behaviour  of  the  viceroy.  But  his  fecret  intentions  were  not 
fuperior  to  the  viceroy’s  intelligence,  who  fent  his  officers  to  feize  him 
at  Guadalupe  ;  which  the  archbifhop  undemanding,  immediately  betook 
himfelf  to  the  fandluary  of  the  church,  and  caufed  candles  to  be  lighted 
ppon  the  altar,  and  attiring  himfelf  in  his  pontifical  veftments,  with 
his  mine  upon  his  head,  he  caufed  the  facrament  to  be  placed  upon  the 
altar;  and  then  holding  his  crofier  in  one  hand  and  the  fandlified  bread  in 
the  other,  in  this  hallowed  poflure  he  waited  the  coming  of  the  officers, 
thinking  thereby  to  ftrike  them  dumb  and  motionlefs.  The  officers 
entered  the  church,  and  proceeded  towards  the  altar  where  the  archbifhop 
flood  ;  then  kneeling  down,  they  made  a  fhort  prayer,  which  being 
ended,  they  acquainted  the  archbifhop,  in  courteous  and  gentle  words, 
with  the  caufe  of  their  coming  into  that  facred  place,  befeeching  him  to 
lay  down  the  facrament,  to  come  from  the  altar,  and  to  proceed  with 
them  out  of  the  church,  when  they  would  notify  to  him  the  orders  fent 
him  in  the  king’s  name.  The  archbifhop  rcply’d,  that  as  their  mailer 
the  viceroy  was  excommunicated,  he  looked  upon  him  as  one  out  of  the 
pale  of  the  church,  without  any  power  or  authority  to  command  him  in 
the  houfe  of  God;  he  therefore  required  them,  as  they  tendered  the  good 
•  of  their  fouls,  to  depart  peaceably,  aud  not  to  infringe  the  privileges  and 
immunities  of  the  church,  by  exercifing  therein  even  a  legal  a£t  of  fecular 
power  and  command,  affiuring  them  that  he  would  not  go  out  of  the 
church,  unlefs  they  durfl  take  him  and  the  facrament  together. 

Upon  this  refoluterefufal  of  the  archbifhop  to  quit  his  flation,  the  head 
officer,  named  Tivoli,  flood  up,  and  notified  to  him  the  orders  they  had 
received  in  the  king’s  name,  to  apprehend  his  perfon  in  what  place  foever 
’  -  -  they 
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they  fhould  find  him,  and  to  guard  him  to  the  Port  of  St.  John  deTflva, 
where  he  was  to  be  detained  prifoner,  until  he  could  be  fent  to  Span:, 
as  a  traitor  to  the  king’s  crown,  a  troubler  of  the  common  peace,  and  an 
author  and  mover  of  fedition  in  the  common  wealth.  The  archbifhop 
imiling  upon  Tv  oil,  faid,  cihy  maf.tr  ufcth  too  high  terms  and  words,  which 
better  iuit  bis  own  char  abler,  for  I  know  of  no  mutiny  orjcditton  likely  to  diT- 
turb  the  peace  of  the  common  wealth,  unlcts  it  be  by  the  viceroy  j  and  don 
Pedro  Mexias  oppreffng  the  poor  :  Jnd  as  for  thy  guarding  me  to  St.  Jo  n 
de  Ulva.  ]  conjure  thee  by  Jefus  Chrift,  whom  thou  know  ft  l  hold  in  my 
hands,  fftill  holding  the  confecrated  bread  in  his  hand)  not  to  ufe  here^any 
violence  in  God's  haute  \  from  whofe  altar  l  am  refolded  not  to  depart.  7tf/o? 
heed  Godpunifheth  thee  not  as  he  did  Jeroboam,  for  Reaching  forth  bis  hand 
at  the  altar  agaivjl  the  prophet.  Let  his  withered  hand  remind  thee  if  thy 
duty,  f troll  would  not.  fifFer  him  to  (quander  away  the  time  in  preach- 
ino,  bur  called  a  prieft  to  him,  whom  he  had  brought  with  him  for  that 
purpofe.  and  commanded  him  in  the  king’s  name  to  take  the  iacrament 
out  of  the  archbifhop’s  hand  ;  which  the  pried  did  The  archbifhop 
finding  all  his  threatnings  and  denouncing  judgments  in  vain,  divdted 
him  lei  f  of  his  pontificals,  and  with  many  repetitions  of  the  curies  of  the 
church  upon  the  invaders  of  their  facred  privileges  and  immunities, 
•yielded  himfelf  a  prifoner  to  fir  oil ;  and  then  taking  leave  or  all  his 
friends,  defiring  them  to  be  witnefles  of  what  had  been  done,  he  was 
carried  to  St.  John  de  Ulva,  where  he  was  delivered  into  the  cuftody  of 
the  governor  of  the  caftle,  and  not  many  days  after  was  fent  into  Spam, 
"in  a  fh ip  prepared  by  the  viceroy  for  that  purpofe,  with  a  full  account 
of  his  behaviour,  to  be  laid  before  the  king  and  council. 

Some  of  the  people  in  Mexico  began  to  talk  flrangely  in  private  about 
the  viceroy,  and  to  ftomach  the  banifhment  of  the  archbifhop,  becaule 
he  had  oppofed  the  opprefiion  of  the  poor,  carried  on  by  theie  in  high 
power  and  authority.  Thefe  private  reflc&ions  were  foon  vented  in 
publick,  with  fevere  farcafms  and  arrogant  fpeeches  both .rgainft  don 
Pedro  Mexia  and  the  viceroy  himfelf.  Theie  leditions  were  hrit  flirred 
up  and  fomented  by  the  priefts,  in  revenge  for  the  deipight  and  con¬ 
tempt  (hewn  to  their  ecclefiaftical  authority.  lhefe  incendiaries  art  ully 
blew  the  fire  of  confpiracy  and  rebellion  for  a  fortnight  together,  more 
efpecially  amongft  the  inferior  fort  of  people,  fuch  as  the  Creohans,  or 
native  Spaniards,  the  Indians,  and  Mulattos,  whom  they  knew  could 
leak  brook  the  fevere  jultice  and  judgments  of  the  viceroy,  or  indeed  any 
governor  who  was  appointed  over  them  from  old  Spain. 

At  the  end  of  a  fortnight,  fir  oil  returned  from  St.  John  de  Ulva, 
whither  he  had  been  to  conduct  the  archbifhop  ;  and  then  began  the 
fedition  to  break  out  which  had  been  fomented  by  the  fpite  and  malice 
of  the  priefts ;  then  began  that  fire  of  mutiny  to  be  Kindled,  which  had 
like  to  have  confumed  and  burned  in  afhes  the  great  and  famous  city  of 
Mexico,  firoll  found  the  common  rabble  fo  incenfed  againft  him,  for 
the  part  he  had  acted  in  feizing  the  archfhiop,  that  he  thought  proper  to 
keep  clofe,  not  daring  to  walk  the  ftreets  ;  but  urgent  bufinefs  calling 
him  to  the  viceroy’s  palace,  he  attempted  to  go  thither  m  a  coach,  with 

the  curtains  drawn  clofe  about  him,  yet  this  precaution  did -not  efcape 

the 
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the  notice  of  the  malecontents,  who  werefuppofed  to  have  received  fome 
private  fignal  J,  for  before  he  got  to  the  market-place,  three  or  four  boys 
began  to  cry  out,  Judas,  Judas,  alia  *va  Judas  ;  as  much  as  to  fay, 
there  goeth  Judas,  who  laid  his  hands  upon  ChriiVs  vicar :  Others  cried 
out,  a  borquemos  a  efie  Judas ;  let  us  hang  up  this  Judas.  The  number 
of  boys  increafed,  who  ran  after  the  coach,  ftill  crying  out,  muera  el 
nsalaco  defeomulgado  la  inuerte  de  Judas,  muera  el  picaro,  muera  el  perro, 
that  is,  let  this  excommunicated  dog  and  rogue  die  the  death  of  judas. 
The  coachman  whipt  on  the  mules  full  fpeed,  the  boys  hailed  after  with 
Hones  and  dirt  ;  fo  that  before  Tiroll  was  got  the  length  of  two  ftreets, 
above  two  hundred  boys  were  rifen,  Spaniards ,  Indians ,  Blackmcors  and 
Mulattoes.  With  much  ado  Tiroll  got  fafe  to  the  viceroy’s  palace  :  And 
the  fir  lb  precaution  he  took  was  to  order  the  porters  to  (hut  up  the  gates, 
expediting  a  more  general  infurredtion  and  uproar.  No  fooner  was  he 
got  into  the  viceroy’s  houfe  and  the  gates  (hut  up  but  there  were  gathered 
together  in  the  market-place  (as  l  was  credibly  informed  by  thofe  who 
faw  and  obferved  that  day’s  work)  above  two  thoufand  people,  all  of 
inferior  rank,  and  the  number  ftill  increafed  until  they  were  grown  to 
about  fix  or  feven  thoufand  pcrfons ;  all  of  them  calling  out  for  T iroll, 
the  Judas ,  fparing  neither  flicks,  (tones,  nor  djrt,  which  they  threvr 
with  fury  at  the  viceroy’s  windows. 

The  viceroy  fent  out  a  meflage  to  them,  defiring  them  to  be  eafy,  and 
to  return  in  peace  to  their  own  houfes,  alluring  them,  that  Tiroll  was 
not  in  his  palace,  but  had  efcaped  out  of  a  back-door.  The  rude  multi¬ 
tude  would  not  be  fatisfied  with  this  meflage,  being  fet  on  by  two  or 
three  priefts,  who  had  by  this  time  joined  with  them  ;  and  therefore  they 
began  to  batter  the  palace  gates  and  walls  more  violently,  having  armed 
themfelves  with  pikes,  halberds,  and  long  poles  :  Some  of  them  had 
procured  piftols  and  mufkets,  with  which  they  fired  into  the  palace,  not 
caring  whom  they  wounded  or  killed.  It  was  furprizing,  that  none  of 
the  fuperior  rank  of  people,  the  judges,  juftices,  or  publick  officers,  ever 
appeared  to  appeafe  this  dangerous  rebellion  ;  they  either  durft  not,  or 
would  not  interfere.  Nay,  I  was  told  by  fome  (fiopkeepers,  who  lived 
in  the  market-place,  that  fome  of  them  made  a  laughing  bufinefs  of  it, 
faying.  Let  the  boys  and  youngfiers  alone  ;  they  twill  right  our  wrongs  j  they 
will  find  out  before  they  have  done,  Tiroll  and  Mexia,  and  him  that  protect 
them,  meaning  the  viceroy. 

Amongft  the  mutineers  was  a  noted  prieft,  named  Salaxar ,  who  was  a 
great  incendiary,  running  about  the  palace,  to  find  out  the  weakeft  place 
to  a  (Fault  the  walls,  and  to  make  a  breach.  At  laft  they  found  the  prifon 
doors  at  the  end  of  the  palace  eafieft  to  open,  which  they  foon  did,  let¬ 
ting  out  all  the  malefa&ors,  who  immediately  joined  them.  The'  viceroy 
feeing  no  help  came  to  him  from  the  city,  nor  from  any  of  his  friends, 
or  the  publick  officers,  went  up  with  his  guards  and  fervants  to  the  top 
©f  his  palace,  and  fet  up  the  royal  ftandard,  caufing  a  trumpet  to  be 
founded,  to  call  together  the  citizens  to  affiil  their  king.  But  this  pre¬ 
vailed  nothing,  not  one  ftirred,  all  the  chief  men  of  the  city  keeping 
within  doors.  When  the  mutineers  faw  the  royal  ftandard  difplayed,  and 
heard  (he  king’s  name  mentioned,  they  cried  out,  and  often  repeated. 
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Viva  el  rs)'j  muera  el  mal  govierno,  muera  les  des  comulgados  ;  that  is  to  fay. 
Our  king  live  long,  but  let  the  evil  government  die  and  perifh  ;  and  let 
them  die  that  are  excomunicated.  Thefe  words  faved  many  of  them  from 
hanging  afterwards,  when  the  affair  was  tried  and  fearched  into  by  the 
inquifitor  general,  don  Martin  de  Carillo  :  With  thefe  expreffions  con- 
ftantly  in  their  mouths,  they  continued  fkirmiihipg  with  the  viceroy  and 
his  guards  for  above  three  hours;  they  from  the  top  of  the  palace  conftantly 
throwing  down  ftones  upon  the  multitude, andthe  rabble  pelting  them  with 
Hones  from  below  ;  and  forne  of  them  firing  a  few  pifiols,  and  muffeets, 
with  fmall  pebbles  in  them:  But  it  is  remarkable,  that  in  all  this fkirmifll 
there  was  not  one  piece  of  ordnance  fired  from  the  caflle,  tor  indeed  the 
viceroy  had  none  for  the  defence  of  his  palace  or  perfon,  neither  was 
there  one  piece  of  ordnance  in  that  great  city  for  its  ftrerigth  or  fecurity  ; 
the  Spaniards  living  fearlefs  of  the  Indians,  and  (as  they  think)  iecure  from 
being  annoyed  by  any  foreign  nation.  There  were  flain  in  about  6  hours, 
(the  time  the  turault'lafted)  feven  or  eight  of  the  mutineers,  and  one  of 
the  viceroy’s  guards,  and  one  of  his  pages. 

The  dav  drawing  towards  an  end,*  the  rabble  brought  pitch,  tar,  and 
other  combuftibles,  and  fat  fire  firft  to  the  priforj,  and  then  to  the  vice¬ 
roy’s  palace,  and  burnt  down  the  chief  gate.  This  combuiiion  alarmed 
the  leading  men  of  the  city,  who  then  left  their  houfes,  and  came 
amongft  the  mob,  and  perfuaded  them  to  defift  and  quench  the  fire,  or 
their  whole  city  would  be  in  danger  of  being  deftroytd.  In  the  mean 
time,  the  rebels  began  to  plunder  the  palace  ;  fome  broke  into  the  vice¬ 
roy’s  fables,  and  carried  off  his  horfes,  mules,  and  rich  furniture  ;  others 
broke  open  his  chefts,  and  tore  down  the  rich  hangings  of  the  rooms  ; 
Cut  they  were  foon  perfuaded  to  defift  from  thisfpoil  and  robbery  by  the 
better  fort  of  the  inhabitants,  who  told  them,  that  the  Healing  thefe  goods 
would  be  a  means  to  difcover  them,  and  to  hang  them.  They  made  a 
ftridl  fearch  in  every  part  of  the  palace  for  the  viceroy,  don  Pedro  Mexia , 
and  T troll ;  but  none  of  them  could  be  found,  having  made  their  efcape 
in  difguife.  Whither  Mexia  and  Fir  oil  fled,  was  not  known  for  many 
days  ;  but  it  is  certain,  that  the  viceroy  difguifed  himfelf  in  a  Francifcax 
habit,  and  went  in  company  with  a  friar  through  the  multitude,  to  the 
cloifter  of  the  Francifcans,  where  he  continued  for  a  confiderable  time  ; 
for  I  faw  him  there  the  year  afterwards  :  nordurft  he  ftir  from  thence, 
until  he  had  informed  the  king  and  council  of  Spain  of  this  infurre&io®, 
and  of  the  danger  himfelf  and  the  whole  city  were  in,  if  not  timely  pre¬ 
vented. 

The  king  and  council  of  Spain,  immediately  upon  notice  thereof,  took 
the  affair  into  cofinderation,  and  were  of  opinion,  that  it  was  highly  ne- 
ceffary  to  punifti  fome  of  the  offenders,  by  way  of  example  to  the  other 
parts  of  America ,  to  prevent  any  further  mutiny  and  rebellion.  Where¬ 
fore  the  following  year,  1625,  (when  I  went  to  thofe  parts)  the  king  fent 
a  new  viceroy,  the  marquefs  de  Saralvo ,  in  the  room  of  the  count  de 
Gelves  ;  and  more  efpecially  to  aid  and  affift  don  Martin  de  Carillo ,  a 
prieft,  and  inquifitor  of  the  inquifition  of  Valladolid, ,  who  was  fent  with 
a  large  and  extenfive  commiflion,  to  examine  into  the  aforefaid  mutiny 
and  rebellion  ;  atfo  with  authority  to  try,  judge,  condemn,  and  execute 
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all  perfons  concerned  in  it  at  his  difcretion.  I  was  in  Mexico  during  the 
time  of  the  trials  •  And  the  court  was  of  opinion,  that  if  jufiice  were 
ftri&ly  executed,  moll  of  the  principal  inhabitants  of  Mexico  ought  to 
have  fuffered,  for  not  coming  to  the  viceroy’s  afliftance,  upon  the  royal 
ftandard  being  difplay’d.  and  their  being  fummoned  in  by  found  of 
trumpet  :  The  judges  were  removed  from  their  places, ch'o’  rhey  alledged, 
that  they  durlt  not  appear,  being  informed  that  the  whole  city  would 
have  rifen  againft  them.  The  chief  aCtors  were  found  to  be  the  Creoleans , 
or  natives  of  the  country,  who  hate  the  Spanijb  government,  and  all  fuch 
as  come  from  Spain,  and  they  are  and  always  will  be  watching  every 
opportunity  to  {hake  off  the  Spanijb  yoke,  and  reafon  enough  they  have 
for  it,  for  they  are  mod  grievoufly  opprefled  by  them.  The  chief 
fomentors  of  the  mutiny  were  found  to  be  the  archbilhop's  party,  the 
priefts  ;  and  if  Salazar,  and  three  more  of  the  prietts  had  not  fled  from 
juftice,  they  would  certainly  have  been  fent  {laves  for  life  to  the  gallies 
in  Spain  ;  for  that  fentence  was  pafied  againit  them  in  their  ablence. 
There  were  not  above  three  or  four  hanged  out  of  feveral  thoufands  ; 
and  thofe  were  for  dealing  goods  out  of  the  viceroy’s  palace.  For  had 
juftice  beenftri&’y  executed  the  greateft  part  of  the  citizens  muft  have 
fallen  under  her  cenfure,  either  as  actors,  counfellors,  or  fomenters  ; 
and  therefore  the  king,  upon  mature  advice,  thought  proper  to  grant  a 
pardon. 

archbifhop’s  proceedings  were  idifapproved  of  by  the  court  of 
Spain,  as  too  rafti,  inconfiderate,  and  fevete  ;  the  viceroy’s  met  with  a 
milder  cenfure.  The  archbiihop  remained  a  long  time  without  any 
preferment;  at  laft,  to  prevent  exceptions  being  taken  by  his  party,  or 
caufe  given  for  further  ftirring  the  embers  to  a  greater  combuftion,  the 
council  thought  proper  to  do  him  honour  in  the  country  where  he  was 
born, by  making  him  bifhop  of  Zamora, a  fmall  bifhoprick  in  the  province 
of  Cajlile  in  old  Spain  :  But  his  wings  were  very  much  dipt  ;  for  from 
an  archbifbop  he  fell  to  a  bifhep,  and  from  ftxty  thoufand  crowns  a  year 
to  five  thoufand.  The  viceroy,  the  count  of  Gelves,  was  alfo  fent  to 
Spain,  and  was  well  received  at  court,  being  made  mailer  of  the  king’s 
horfe,  which  in  Spain  is  efteemed  a  nobleman’s  preferment.  The  vice¬ 
roy’s  coveto ufnefs  fhould  not  efcape  Cenfure  and  reflections;  this  made  him 
amonopolift  and  oppreffor  of  the  poor,  a  great  crime  in  any  one,  but 
much  more  to  be  condemned  in  a  prince  or  governor,  becaufe  it  hardens 
thofe  tender  bowels  of compaflion  which  they  ought. to  have  for  the  people, 
and  makes  them  partial  in  the  adminiftration  of  juftice.  But  we  may, 
from  his  proceeding  fo  remarkably  againft  the  chief  head  of  the  RomiJJf 
church,  difeover  the  errors  of  the  priefts  and  jefuits,  who  perfwade  the 
people  that  no  temporal  magiftrate  hath  power  over  them  (the  priefts) 
and  that  to  lay  hands  upon  them  in  anger  and  wrath  (being  as  they  fay, 
confecrated  to  God  and  his  altar)  deferves,  ipfo  fafto,  a  deep  excom¬ 
munication  ;  whereas  we  fee  the  contrary  adjudg’d  in  the  cafe  of  this 
viceroy,  a  member  of  the  church  of  Rome,  and  yet  exerciftng  his 
temporal  power  againft  the  head  of  the  church,  an  atchbifhop,  by 
fending  his  officer  to  take  him  from  the  altar,  and  to  fend  him  prifoner 
to  the  court  of  Spain,  where  his  proceedings  were  approved  of  by  the 
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king,  who  was  alfo  a  Romijb  monarch.  Certainly  tne  flrength  of  the 
church,  well  fettled  and  governed  with  fubordination  to  the  magiltrate, 
is  likewif^  the  ftrength  of  the  common  wealth  ;  but  an  abfolute  power 
veiled  in  the  clergy,  to  excommunicate  and  call  out  of  the  peals  oj  t  e 
church  whomsoever  they  pleafe,  muft  be  dangerous  to  any  conihtutioo  ; 
for  the  chief  magi  ft  fete  himie’f  will  not  be  free  from  thei  cenlare-,  not 
efcape  excommunication.  And  I  have  heatd  a  priell  fay,  t  a  he 
not  know,  but  that  by  the  power  ot  the  keys,  they  might  as  vve 
excommunicate  a  king  as  any  other  perfon.  I  mull  ingemoufly  contels, 
that  one  main  point,  which  converted  me  from  the  church  ot  aow, 
was  the  too  great  power  lodged  in  the  pope,  bifhops,  an  prlc  s 
who  ftudying  more  felf  policy,  than  common  policy,  look  upon  i  c 
people  as-  their  fubjeds,  and  not  as  political  members  of  the  common 
wealth.  Experience  in  all  my  travels,  both  by  lea  and  land,  in  molt 
parts  of  Europe  awti" America,  hath  evtr  taught  me,  that  wherever  t  e 
clergy  have  been  too  much  exalted,  and  enjoyed  too  great  power  o\e 
the  people,  there  the  common  wealth  hath  loon  fallen  into  tavy 
preffures  and  troubles.  .  What  a  dangerous  rebellion  did  this  cion 
Alov/s  de  Zerna,  the  archbifhep,  raife  in  the  city  of  Mexico,  by  <xcom- 
municating  firft  don  Pedro  Mexia,  and  then  the  viceroy ,  t  le  coun 
Gefoes  ■,  and  how  did  the  people  obey  and  (land  in  awe  of  the  arch- 
bifhop’s  fpiritual  power,  more  than  the  viceroy  s  temporal  power  a 
authority,  bv  endeavouring  to  deftroy  thofe  he  had  excommunicated  . 
And  in  fuch  a  cafe,  the  power  of  the  keys  of  the  church,  may  unloc  k 
and  open  a  door  for  rebellion  to  enter,  and  plunge  a  common  wealth 
into  the  utnioft  confufion.  But  the  church  of  England  admitting  the 
fupreme  power  to  be  veiled  in  the  king  only,  and  acknow  e  g'hg  im 
to  be  the  head  of  the  church,  we  are  in  danger  of  no  commotions  upon 


that  account.  ,  ...  ,  n.  . 

Thus  I  have  given  an  account  of  the  ft  ate  and  condition  of  Mexico, 

in  the  time  of  Montezuma,  of  the  conqueft  thereof  by  the  Spaniards,  an 
of  the  confufion  and  diforder  I  found  the  city  in  when  1  came  there, 
occafioned  by  the  above  related  infurredion  and  rebellion.  'ia  ' 

the  next  place  give  an  account  of  the  moft  remarkable  p  aces  a  out  1  , 
of  the  feveral  parts  of  South- America,  and  of  the  journey  m*  e  rom 
Mexico  to  Guatemala,  being  nine  hundred  miles  to  the  Southward,  and 
from  thence  to  Cofltrica  and  Nicoya,  being  nine  hundred  miles  (till 
Surther  to  the  South  of  Guatemala 
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The  Author  s  Journey  from  Mexico  to  Chiapa,  and  a  defection  of  the 
moji  remarkable  Places  in  the  If  ay  • 

TTSROM  the  month  of  Qttoher  until  February,  1  abode  wwh  m  v  friends 
H  and  companions,  the  friars,  under  the  command  of  hw  Calvo, 
in  that  houfe  of  recreation,  called  St.  Jacintbo  : by  which  means  I  had 
the  opportunity  of  viewing  all  the  towns,  and  feemg  every  t  mg  w  s 

npticePabout  Mexico.  But  I  was  more  particularly  careful  of inf  fc8f 
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myfelf  of  the  flat?  of  the  Philippine s,  the  place  of  oar  million.  I  happened 
to  fail  into  company  with  a  friar,  who  was  newly  come  from  Manilas  to 
which  place!  was  bound  He  gave  us  a  dreadful  deicription  of  the  place, 
and  perfuaded  us  not'  to  go  there,  if  we  had  any  value  either  for  our 
bodies  or  fouls.  He  faid  the  temptations  to  fin  were  daily  many  in 
number,  mighty  in  ffrength,  and  to  ketp  oat  of  them  hard  and  difficult. 
Many  particulars  we  conld  not  gef  from  him,  nor  the  reaion  of  his 
'doming  away;  only  he  would  often  fay,  the  friars  live  there  in  private; 
like  devils,  but  in  publick  they  appear  faints,  putting  on  the  cloak-  of 
hypberify.  He  Furtner  told  us,  that  if  we  went  to  live  there,,  we  ffioufd 
be  fent  to  J  > pan  and  China ,  to  convert  thofe  people  to  chriilianiry, 
at  the  utmoft  peril  of  our  lives  ;  that  we  ffiouiei  be  iubjet’t  to  many 
excommunications  for  trivial  offences  ;  that  fome  of  the  r*  iffiona'ies  iti 
defpair,  under  thefe  rigorous  courles,  had  hanged  themieives ;  that 
others  had  been  hanged  for  murdering  their  iupenots  ;  and  that  othe  rs 
hae  bevn  found  in  a  morning  hanging  with  thtir  harlots  at  the  ciodter 
gates,  having  been  trufs’d  up  either  by  the  hufhand,  or  by  fomt  other 
perlons  who  bore  an  affeftioa  to  the  women. 

This  ffrange  account  alarmed  us  much,  and  moved  me,  and  three 
more  of  my  friends,  to  relent  goi  g  any  further  ;  and  we  communed 
privately  with  ourfelves  what  courfe  to  take,  whether  to  endeavour  to 
return  to  Spain  or  to  conceal  ourfelves  in  fame  part  of  America. 
We  knew  if  our  fuperior  C  ho  ffiould  difcloit  ourputpofes,  he  would 
fh'ut  us  up  in  a  cloilfer  prifon,  until  the  day  of  our  departure  from 
Mexico l  'Though  our  resolutions  were  made  the  fecrets  of  our  hearts, 
yet  1  could  not  help  imparting  them  to  my  particular  friend,  Thomas 
Deleon,  who  was  often  wifhing  he  had  never  come  from  Spain.  No 
fooner  had  I  communicated  my  fentiments  to  him,  but  he  greatly 
rejoiced,  and  promiied  to  join  with  me,  in  endeavouring  to  make  our 
eicape  The  time  we  had  to  difpofe  of  ourfelves  was  fhort,  and  we 
applied  to  fome  Mexican  friars,  letting  them  know,  that  if  our  fuperior 
Caho  would  give  us  leave,  we  would  willingly  ftay  at  Mixico;  or  in 
any  cloilfer  thereabouts,  until  we  could  meet  with  a  conveniency  of 
returning  to  Spain.  But  they  being  Creations,  or  born  in  that  country, 
had  a  natural  antipathy  to  thofe  who  came  from  Spain  :  They  therefore 
"told  us,  that  they  and  the  true  Spaniards  could  never  agree;  and  they 
knew  their  Superiors  would  not  admit  us ;  bur  they  thought  we  might 
be  entertained  in  the  province  of  Guaxaca,  whe  e  half  the  friars  were  of 
Spain,  and  half  natives,  or  if  we  ffiould  not  fpeed  there,  they  were 
well  afiured,  we  ffiould  not  fail  of  being  welcome  to  the  province  of 
Gnat / mala,  where  almoft  all  the  friars  were  of  Spain. 

It  did  not  a  little  trouble  us  to  corfider  that  Guatemala  was  three 
hundred  leagues  oft",  that  we  w-ere  ignorant  of  the  Mexican  tongue,  and 
unprovided  of  money  and  hordes  for  fo  lorg  a  journey.  But  then  vte 
confidered  Manila  was  further,  from  whence  we  had  no  hopes  of  ever 
returning  to  Chripendom ;  Wnere’ore  we  refolv  d  to  reiy  upon  pro¬ 
vidence;  to  venture  upon  this  journey  of  three  hundred  leagues,  and 
to  fell  our  books,  and  fome  other  frriall  trifles  we  had  with  us,  to 
buy  each  of  us  a  hoife.  But  whilffi  We  were  lecretly  preparing  for 

our 
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eur  journey  to  Guatemala ,  we  were  difheartened  by  an  accident  which 
happened  -to  a  friar  of  our  company,  named  Piter  Bcrrallo  ;  who, 
without  acquainting  any  of  his  friends  with  what  he  intended,  had 
made  a  fecret  efcape  from  us,  and  had  taken  his  way  alone  towards 
Guatemala.  This  fo  inctnfed  our  fuperior  Caho,  that  after  he  had 
madeitria  fearch  and  enquiry  after  him  to  no  purpofe,  he  applied  to 
the  vie  roy,  praying  his  affiftance  and  proclamation  in  the  publick 
market-place,  for  the  better  finding  out  his  loll  fheep,  alledging,  that 
none  ought  to  conceal  or  harbour  any  friar  who  had  been  fent  from 
Spain  to  the  Philippines  to  preach  the  gofpel  there  ;  for  that  the  aforefaid 
friars  were  fent  over  at  the  expence  of  the  king,  whofe  bread  they 
had’  eat,  dnd  at  whofe  charges  they  were  to  be  further  conveyed  to 
the  f  huippine  iflands :  Therefore  if  any  friar  (hould  defert  the  fervice, 

he  ought  to  be  punifhed  for  defrauding  the  king. 

Thb  political  reafoning  of  friar  Calvo  prevailed  fo  far  with  the 
viceroy,  that  he  caufed  a  proclamation  to  be  made,  again!!  any  perfons 
harbouring  or  concealing  Pete>  Borrallo,  or  any  other  friar  belonging  to 
this  million  ;  declaring,  that  whoever  fhould  trefipafs  agamtt  this 
proclamation,  fhould  fuffer  imprifonment  during  his  highnefs’s  will 
and  pleafure  ;  and  fhould  further  pay  the  penalty  of  five  hundred  ducats 
into  the  king’s  exchequer.  With  this  proclarnaiion  Calroo  began  to 
infult  over  us,  and  to  tell  us,  we  were  the  king’s  flaves  under  his  con- 
dua,  and  that  if  any  of  us  durll  leave  him  (for  he  was  jealous  of 
moll  of  us)  he  doubted  not  but  with  the  viceroy’s  afliftance  and  pro¬ 
clamation,  he  fhould  find  us  out  to  our  utter  fhame  and  confufion. 
This  threatmng  of  our  fuperior  had  a  great  cited!  upon  us,  and  my 
-friend  Deleons  heart  began*  to  fail,  and  his  courage  to  abate,  fo  that 
he  inrirely  gave  over  all  thoughts  of  flaying  behind  and  concealing 
ffiimfelf;  yet  he  protclieu  to  me,  that  if  I  was  ftill  of  the  fame  mind, 
he  would  not  difeover  it:  However,  feeing  his  weaknefs,  1  did  not 
think  proper  to  trull  him  ;  but  confulted  with  my  other  three  friends, 
(of  whom  Antonio  Melendez  was  one,  who  had  firft  perfuaued  me  to 
leave  Spain)  whom  1  found  much  troubled,  doubtful  and  wavering  what 
courfe  to  take.  They  confidered,  that  if  we  fhould  endeavour  to 
efcape,  and  be  retaken,  what  a  fhame  it  would  be  to  us  to  be  biought 
back  prifoners  to  Mexico ,  that  it  was  difficult  to  evade  the  viceroy  s 
proclamation,  and  to  ftruggle  with  the  power  and  authority  of  fo 
great  a  man.  On  the  other  hand,  they  could  not  bear  the  thoughts 
of  going  to  the  Philippines ,  and  to  give  over  all  hopes  of  ever 
returning  to  Europe.  After  all  thefe  fenous  thoughts  our  comfort 
was,  that  Peter  Bor  alio  vtfas  fafely  efcaped,  and  ^as  we  were  informed) 
had  been,  met  far  from  Mexico,  travelling  alone  towards  Guatemala. 

I  told  them  chat  my  refolution  was  to  flay  at  all  haztrds,  and  to 
take  my  journey  towards  Guatemala ,  though  alone.  1  hey  were  pleafed 
to  fee  me  fo  refolute,  and  gave  me  their  hands  that  they  would 
accompany  me.  Having  thus  refolved  to  take  our  flight,  we  agreed 
every  one  fhould  have  a  horfe  ready  in  the  city  of  Mexico ,  and  that  the 
night  before  the  miffionaries  departed  for  Acr.fulca,  to  take  Chipping 
-for  the  Philippines ,  we  would  leave  St.  Jacintho  two  and  two  together, 

and 
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and  meet  in  Mexico,  and  from  thence  travel  all  that  night,  and  fo  keep 
travelling  by  night  and  refting  by  day,  until  we  were  got  thirty  or 
forty  leagues  towards  Guatemala.  We  had,  ’tis  true,  but  a  melancholy 
propped  before  us,  to  think  of  travelling  nine  hundred  miles  with  fuch 
a  imall  fum  of  money  amongft  us  as  twenty  ducats,  for  the  maintenance 
of  ourlelves  and  our  horfes  ;  fur  that  was  all  the  cafh  we  could  mutter, 
after  our  horfes  were  paid  fori  But  our  chiefeft  concern  was,  to  get 
fafely  out  of  Mexico  ;  for  we  had  been  informed,  that  Cal-vo  had  pro¬ 
cured  officers  from  the  viceroy  of  Mexico  to  watch  the  great  roads  both 
day  and  night,  until  be  was  gene  with  his  train  of  friars  for  Acapulco. 

Notwithstanding  the  viceroy’s  proclamation,  we  had  procured  a  true 
and  trufty  friend,  who  engaged  to  guide  us  out  of  the  city  by  fuch  a 
private  way,  that  w'e  might  be  in  no  fear  of  falling  into  the  hands 
of  the  watch.  So  we  fat  out  df  Mexico  at  ten  o’clock  at  night,  about 
the  middle  of  February,  with  our  guide,  and  a  map  to  dired  us  after 
he  had  left  us.  We  travelled  comfortably  that  night,  and  in  the 
morning  came  to  a  little  town  of  Indians,  where  we  began  to  break 
bulk  upon  our  fmall  flock,  calling  for  a  turky  and  capon  for  our 
breakfad,  and  to  treat  our  friend  before  we  took  leave  of  him. 
Breakfaft  being  over,  we  bid  our  guide  farewel,  with  many  thanks 
for  his  kindnefs,  and  then  w'ent  to  reft,  that  we  might  be  the  better 
enabled  to  perform  the  next  night’s  journey,  which  was  to  crofs  the 
country  towards  Atlitco,  a  fine  valley,  in  which  are  many  rich  towns, 
both  of  Spaniards  and  Indians:  The  towns  we  fhunned,  and  went  from 
farm  to  farm  out  of  the  highways,  where,  we  found  good  entertain¬ 
ment  amongft  the  rich  farmers,  who  bear  fo  great  refped  to  the  prieft- 
hood,  that  they  thought  themfelyes  happy  in  our  company.  Here 
we  began  to  fhake  off  all  fear,  and  that  we  might  not  lofe  the  pleaf’urc 
of  viewing  fo  fine  a  country,  \ye  refolved  to  travel  by  day,  yet  ftill 
ci offing  the  country.  Leaving  the  valley  of  Atlifco,  we  came  to  another, 
called  the  valley  of  St.  Paul,  which  was  very  rich  in  foil,  enjoying  a 
double  barveft  of  wheat  every  year.  Here  we  met  with  farmers  worth 
twenty,  thirty,  and  forty  ‘thoufand  ducats.  It  was  our  good  fortune 
in  this  valley  to  call  at  a  farm  houfe,  the  owner  whereof  was  born  in 
Segovia  in  Spain,  and  a  countryman  to  my  friend  Antonio  Melendez * 
who,  for  his  fake,  entertained  us  three  days  and  nights.  His  table 
was  as  well  furnifhed  as  a  nobleman’s,  his  fide-board  fulbof  filver 
plate,  and  no  dainties  were  wanting  to  welcome  us  to  his  table,  nor  , 
no  perfumes  to  delight  us  in  our  chambers,  nor  mufick  to  affift  us  ia 
paffing  away  the  time  in  the  moft  agreeable  manner.  To  this  generous 
iriend  Antonio  Melendez  difeovered  the  fecret  of  our  journey  to  Guate¬ 
mala  ;  and  from  him  we  received  inftru&ions  which  way  to  fleer  our 
courfe  to  keep  free  from  fear  and  danger.  Here  we  plainly  perceived 
the  great  providence  of  God  in  condu&ing  us  to  the  houfe  of  fo  good 
a  friend,  who  not  only  entertained  us  with  the  greateft  hofpi tali ty, 
but  at  our  departure  beftowed  upon  us  twenty  ducats  towards  bearing 
our  expences,  and  fent  a  guide  along  with  us  for  a  whole  day,  to  con¬ 
duct  us  on  our  .way. 

/  ■  From 
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From  this  valley  we  wheeled  about  to  a  town  called  Tafco,  con. 
lifting  of  about  five  hundred  inhabitants,  and  noted  for  its  great  trade 
i  ;in  cotton  wool.  Here  we  were  very  well  entertained  by  a  Francifcan 
friar,  who  being  a  native  of  Spain,  made  us  the  more  welcome,  when 
he  knew  we  came  from  thence.  Here  we  got  into  the  road  to  Guaxaca, 
and  came  to  a  great  town  ca.led  ’Zumpdtigo,  confiding  at  leaf!  of  eight 
hundred  inhabitants,  both  Spaniards  and  Indians ;  many  of  them  very 
<rich,  their  chief  commodities,  cotton,  fugar,  and  cochineal.  Beyond 
this  town  are  the  mountains  called  la  Meftecba ,  where  are  many  rich  and 
great  towns,  who  trade  with  the  bell  filk  that  is  in  all  that  country. 
Here  is  alfo  great  (lore  of  wax  and  honey,  and  thefe  Indians  trafHck  to 
i  Mexico,  and  about  the  country,  forne  of  them  having  twenty  or  thirty- 
mules  of  their  own,  and  are  efteemtd  to  be  worth  ten,  twelve,  or  fifteen 
tboufauu  ducats  a  piece,  which  is  much  for  an  Indian  to  get  among  the 
Spaniards,  who  think  all  the  riches  of  America ,  little  enough  for  them- 
feives.  from  thefe  mountains  of  Mejlec  a  to  Guaxaca  we  law  little 
observable;  only  towns  of  two  or  three  hundred  inhabitants  ;  but  when¬ 
ever  we  came,  we' found  their  churches  well  built,  but  better  furnifhed, 
j  with  rich  filver  -candlellicks,  lamps,  and  crowns  for  the  ftatues  of 
their  faints.  '*1  he  foil  all  'he  way  was  rich  and  fruitful,  yielding  wheat, 
fugar,  cotton,  honey,  and  here  and  the'  fome  cochineal,  as  alfo  great 
ltore  of  fweet  and  lufeious  fruits;  but  above  all,  abundar.ee  of  cattle, 
wnofe  hid  s  are  the  greateft  commodity  that  is  fent  from  thofe  parts  to 
Spain.  In  thefe  mountains  are  many  mines  of  iron,  which  the  Spaniards 
refufe  to  work,  becaufe  they  can  get  it  cheaper  from  Spain. 

From  hence  we  came  to  the  city  of  Guaxaca,  a  bifhop’s  feat,  not  very 
j  large,  but  a  fair  and  beautiful  place,  it  lieth  about  60  leagues  from 
!  Mexico,  and  is  fituated  in  a  pleafant  valley  :  From  this  place  Cortex,  took 
his  title  o *  MarqueSs  del  Valle,  or,  the  Marquefs  of  the  valley.  This 
i  place  lieth  open,  without  any  walls,  bulwa.  ks,  forts,  ordnance,  or  am¬ 
munition  to  defend  it  ;  it  confifts  of  about  two  thouiand  inhabitants,  and 
is  gqverned  by  a  Spcmijh  high  juftice,  called,  Alcalda  Major,  whofe  power 
:j  reacheth  all  over  the  valley,  and  bey  Gnd  it  as  far  as  A  Jixapa,  and  almoft  to 
\  Mer  del  Zur.  This  valley  is  fifteen  miles  in  length,  and  ten  in  breadth  ; 
land  through  it  there  runneth  a  fine  river,  affording  great  ftore  offtfli.  It 
is  full  of  fheep  and  other  cattle,  which  yield  much  wool  for  the  clothiers, 
i  lfore  ot  hides  for  the  merchants  of  Spain,  and  flefh  in  plenty  for  the  inha¬ 
bitants  of  Guaxaca,  and  to  all  the  towns  round  about.  But  the  good 
horfes  bred  here,  and  efteemed  the  belt  in  the  country,  make  the  valley 
more  remarkable.  In  the  city  of  Guaxi  ca  there  are  fix  cloifters  of  nuns 
and  friars,  ’all  of  them  exceeding  rich  ;  but  above  all,  is  the  cloifter  of  the 
dominican  friars,  whofe  church  treafure  is  worth  near  three  millions,  and 
its  building  the  laireft  and  ftroogeft  in  ail  thefe  parts.  Guaxaca  is  off® 
temperate  an  air,  fo  commodioufly  fituated  between  the  north  and  fouth- 
fea,  and  fo  abounding  with  provifions  requifite  for  the  life  of  man,  that 
;J  was  more  defirous  of  living  in  that  city  than  in  any  place  1  had  feen  in 
America  ;  and  fhouid  certainly  have  fettled  there,  had  it  not  been  for  the; 
(great  number  of  Creolian  or  native  friars  refiding  in  it,  who  bear  fuch  an 
jfiiuipathy  to  theperfons  coming  from  old  Spain,  that  tlaef©  no  dwelling 
1  is 
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in  peace  amongft  them.  This,  inveterate  malice  they  fhevved  to  an  ancient 
grave  old  friar,  after  his  death,  who  w$s  amafter  in  divinity,  and  the 
oracle  of  learning  in  thafe  parts,  and  who  died  whilft  we  were  there  ;  and 
becaufe  they  could  pick  nd  hole  in  his  coat  whilft  living,  at  his  death 
they  fearched  his  chamber,  and  finding  in  his  cheft  fome  monies  which 
he  had  not  made  known  to  his  fuperior,  this  was  adjudged  a  fin  againft 
his  profefied  poverty,  which  merited  excommunication  ;  and  therefore  he 
was  declared  excomunicated  ;  upon  which  he  was  refufed  chriftran  burial 
in  the  church  or  cloifte'r,  and  they  ignominiot  fly  buried  this  old  divine  tnd 
with  him  his  credit  and  reputation,  in  one  of  their  gardens  witnout  any 
funeral  ceremony.  "  This  was  much  talked  of  both  in  city  and  country  as 
a  bafe  aCtion,  and  fcandalous  to  their  religion;  but  the;  excufed  it  by 
laying  he  was  excomunicated  :  The  truth  was,  he  was  a  native  of  Spain, 
and  therefore  the  Creoliah  fiiars  thus  fariated  their  ipight  againft  him  at 
■his  death  ;  for.  as  for  the  fin  they  fo  much  profels  and  vow  againft,  there 
is  not  a  friar  in  all  America,  but  is  mote  or  Ids  guilty  of  it.  '  "* 

We  therefore  thought  Guaxaca  no  place  for  us  to  live  in;  and  after 
three  days  ftay.  we  departed  for  Chiilpd ,  which  lietli  jto  miles  from 
thence.  We  were  informed  at  Guaxaca,  much  to  our  comfort,  that  there 
was  an  order  given  to  the  Indium,  upon  this  road  by  the  high-juftice,  to 
furni  h  all  friars  travelling  th  f  way  with  provifiods,  as  aifo  horfes,  either 
t6  ride  on,  or  to  carry  their  baggage,  freely  without  money  ;  and  that  at 
their  departure  from  each  place,  they  Ihou.d  write  down  in  the  town- 
book  the  expences  attending  this  fervice  provided  they  did  hot  ftay  above 
2  f  hours  in  a  town,  which  expences  were  to  be  annually  carried  to  a 
and  to  be  defray’d  out  of  the  town-freafury.  With  this 
charitable  relief,  we  were  in  hopes  of  purfuing  our  journey  with  great 
fafisfaftion  ;  and  fo  We  joyfully' travelit .  on.  fhe  firft  place  we  made 
trial  of  this  benefaction,  was  a  great  town  called  Antiquera,  where  we 
freely  called  for  fowls,  and  what  other  provifions  we  law  in  the  town, 
fed  heartily  thereon,  and  the  next  day,  when  we  were  to  pay  and  depart, 
we  called  for  the  town-book,  fubferibed  our  hands  to  what  we  had  fpent 
upon  ourfelves  and  horfes,  and  proceeded  on  our  journey,  highly  ap¬ 
plauding  the  benevolence  of  thejuftices  of  the  country, in  providing  fo  be¬ 
neficent  a  relief  for  poor  mendicant  friars  travelling  through  their  towns, 
efpecially  for  us,  who  had  fo  (hallow  a  purfe  for  fo  long  a  journey.  Yet 
we  found  in  iomefmall  towns,  that  the  Indians  were  unwilling,  and  (as 
they  alledged)  unable  to  extend  this  charity  to  us,  being  four  in  company, 
and  bringing  with  us  four  horfes  :  This  obliged  us  fometimes  to  make  a 
longer  journey,  that  we  might  reach  fome  great  and  rich  town. 

The  next  town  to  Antiquera  was  Nixapa,  containing  at  leaf!  800  in¬ 
habitants,  Spaniards  and  Indians ,  (landing  upon  the  fide  of  a  river,  which 
we  underftood  was  a  branch  of  the  great  river  Alvarado.  In  this  town  is  a 
very  rich  cloifter  of  Dominican  friars,  where  we  were  well  entertained  ;and 
in  it  there  is  a  pidlure  of  our  lady,  which  they  fuperftitioufly  fancy  tohav? 
wrought  miracles,  fo  that  this  cloifter  is  become  a  pilgrimage  far  and 
near,  and  confequently  mull  be  very  rich.  This  is  efteemed  one  of  the 
richeft  places  in  all  Guaxuca ;  for  here  they  make  indigo,  fugar,  and 
cochineal ;  here  alfo  grow  a  number  of  cocoa  trees  of  which  they  m  ke 
chocolate.  From 
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From  hence  we  went  to  Aguatulco  and  Cnpalita^  alfo  great  town/ 
Handing  in  a  plain  country,  abounding  with  ft  etp  and  cattle,  and  many 
'excellent  fruits,  cooling  the  heat,  which  hen  is  very  greatv  by  reafon  of 
the  low  marfhy  ground  lying  neat'  the  Scq.h  lea.  The  next  cOr.fiderable 
town  from  Cap ali t a  in  our  road,  was  Tecoat.tepequc ,  a  fta-porc  upon  Met 
del  Zur,  and  a  harbour  forfuch  fmall  veftels  as  ttade  from  thofe  parrs  to 
Acapulcaa  and  Mexico,  to  Guatemala,  and  lometimes  to  Panama.  This 
[port  is  the  chief  place  for  fifhing  in  all  that  country  .  We  met  lometimes 
[50,  fometimes  100  together  laden  with  fait  filh  for  Guaxaca,  the  city  of 
Angels  and  Mexico  There  ate  fomt  very  rich  merchants  dwelling  in  this 
town,  who  trade  to  Mexico ,  Ptru.  and  the  Philippine  Ijlandu  fending  their 
fmall  velTels  out  from  port  t‘o  poit,  who  return  richly  laden  with  the 
commodities  of  all  the  louthern  and  t-aftern  parts. 

We  took  oar  journey  fiom  hence,  over  the  high  rocks  and  mountains, 
Called  Qjtleries,  travelling  fir  ll  to  Ej,' (pique,  and  from  thence  through 
a  delart  of  two  days  journey,  and  were  obliged  to  lodge  one  night  by 
a  fpring  of  water,  upon  the  bare  ground,  no  town  or  houfe  being  near 
us.  1  his  defart  lieth  fo  open  to  the  fea,  and  the  wind  from  thence 
ftoweth  fo  ftrong  and  violently,  that  travelers  can  fcarce  fit  their  horfes, 
which  is  the  reafon  no  people  inhabit  there,  however  the  plain  is  full  of 
[tattle,  horfes,  and  mares,  fome  wild,  fome  tame.  Through  this  windy 
champaign  country  we  travelled,  though  I  thought  I  fhould  have  ended 
my  days  there.  For  the  ftcond  day,  intending  to  reach  a  town,  my 
three  friends  rode  on  pretty  brificly  before,  thinking  that  I  followed 
:bem  ;  and  evening  approaching,  they  made  the  more  hafte  to  arrive  at 
;he  place  before  it  was  dark.  In  the  mean  time  my  horfe  tired,  and 
refufed  to  go  any  further  ;  which  caufed  me  to  alight,  and  endeavour 
olead  him  ;  but  he  would  not  lead,  and  lay  down.  In  this  diftrefs 
1  knew  not  what  to  refolve  upon.  I  was  well  fatisfied  the  town  could 
lot  be  a  great  way  off,  but  if  I  fhould  go  on  foot  to  feek  it  out* 
Perhaps  I  might  lofe  both  myfelf  and  my  horfe  ;  and  if  1  fhould  find 
be  town,  and  come  in  the  morning  to  feek  my  horfe,  the  plain  was  fo 
vide  and  fpacious,  I  might  feek  long  enough,  and  neither  find  him 
lor  the  place  where  I  left  him  ;  for  there  was  neither  hedge,  tree  nor 
hrub  near  the  place ;  wherefure  I  concluded  my  bell  courfe  was,  to 
lake  up  my  lodging  with  my  horfe,  in  the  wild  and  open  wildernefs, 
nd  to  watch  him,  left  he  fhould  ftray  away,  until  the  morning,  or 
ierhaps  till  my  friends  might  fend  fome  perfon  to  leek  after  me, 
vhich  they  did  not  that  night,  imagining  I  had  taireh  my  way  to 
nother  town  not  far  from  thence  by  miftake,  and ’to  which  town  they 
bnt  in  the  morning  to  enquire  after  me.  I  therefore  looked  about  for 

commodious  place  to  lay  myfelf  down,  but  found  no  choice  of 
edgings,  every  place  afforded  me  a  bed,  but  it  was  the  bare  ground ; 
owever  to  provide  myfelf  with  a  pillow,  I  unfaddled ,  my  jade,  and 
iade  a  pillow  of  my  faddle,  and  fo  went  fupperlcfs  to  bed.  Sleep  I 
ould  not,  for  fear  my  horfe  fhould  ftray  away  ;  however,  it  gave 
je  fome  comfort  to  fee  he  was  likely  to  live,  for  he  eat  very  heartily 
f  the  dry  and  withered  grafs  round  about  him,  and  feemed  to  pluck 
p  his  fpirits,  fa  I  doubted  not  he  would  be  able  to  travel  the  next 
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day.  After  I  had  lain  down  about  an  hour,  1  fuddenly  heard  a  hideous 
noife  of  howling,  barking,  and  crying,  as  if  a  whole  army  of  dogs 
were  come  into  the'  wilderr.efs  :  At  hrft  .the  noife  feemed  at  a  great 
difiance,  but  the  more  I  liftened,  the  nigher  u  Ieemed  to  aproach  me, 
and  .1  thought  I  heard  fume  human  voices  among#  them.  I  was  fo 
terrified  with  this  threatening  danger,  that  n  y  heart  fainted,  and  a  cold 
fweat  iffued  from  my  whole  body;  exp*  king  nothing  bet  death, 
thought  i,t  would  avail  me  nothing  to  fly  tor  pe  haps  i  might  run 
myfelf  into  the  jaws  of  death  ;  and  therefore  1  concluded  the  fitfeft 
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their  courfe  another  wav,  and  1  might  efcape  ;  (o  recomm.  nding  my 
foul  to  God,  I  kept  dole:  And  this  proved  my  fafeft  courfe  ,  for 
W  hi  I  ft  I  lay  fweating  and  panting,  dreading  every  cry,  every  howling 
and  roaring  ,as  an  alarm  to  my  death,  about  midnight  the  norfe  cealed 
of  a  fudden,  and  1  heard  no  more  of  it  f  and  fome  time  after,  fleep 
(in  fpite  of  all  my  agonies  and  fears)  feized  upon  my  wearied  body, 
and  forfook  me  not  until  the  morning’s  glorious  lamp  greeted  me  with] 
life  and  fafety.  When  I  awaked,  my  foul  magnified  the  Lord  for  my 
deliverance  from  that  night's  danger,  and  for  his  protedlion  of  me, 
vvhilft  nature  was  performing  her  office,  and  refrefhing  my  fpirits  with 
fo  fweet  a"  refpofe,  I  then  looked  about,  and  faw  my  horle  feeding 
pear  the  place  where  I  had  left  him  the  night  before.  I  immediately 
faddled  him,  and  mounted,  to  find  out  my  company ,  and  to  impart  to 
them  this  moft  furprifing  cataftrophe  that  had  befallen  me.  I  had  not 
rode  above  a  mile,  when  I  came  to  a  brook,  where  two  ways  met ; 
the  one  went  ftreight  forward,  along  which,  in  a  profpeft  of  five  or  fix 
miles,  I  could  difeover  neither  town,  houfe,  nor  tree  ;  the  other  way 
turned  to  the  left  hand,  and  about  two  or  thre  miles  off,  I  faw  a  wood, 
and  imagined  there  might  be  the  town  j  I  therefore  took  the  left  road, 
but  within  a  quarter  of  a  mile,  my  horfe  failed  again,  and  1  was  obliged' 
to  alight  and  lead  him ;  this  frelh  difappointment  together  with  the 
uncertainty  of  the  way,  difeouraged  me  very  much  ;  when  looking 
about,  \efpied  a  thatched  houfe  near  to  the  road,  and  faw  a  man  . riding 
towards  the  ;  he  belonged  to  the  houfe,  which  was  the  farm  of  a  rich 
Indian,  and  governor  of  the  next  town  :  I  a  Iked  him  how  far  it  was  to 
EJiepeque  ;  he  (hewed  me  the  trees,  and  told  me  it  lay  a  little  beyond 
thofe  trees,  but  I  could  not  fee  it  until  I  came  to  it.  Upon  this  f 
mounted  again,  and  fpurred  on  my  fuljen  horfe  till  I  got  to  the  trees, 
when  he  ftood  frill,  and  1  could  not  force  him  to  go  any  further.  In 
this 

ihrubs,  ,  . 

where  I  found  my  three  friends,  waiting  for  me,  and  in  the  utmolt 
anxiety  as  to  what  was  become  of  me.  I  related  unco  them,  and  to  the 
Indians  my  miihap,  and  the  dreadful  noife  I  had  heard  in  the  wiidernef*. 
The  Indians  this  was  common  mufick  to  them  aim  oft  every  night, 
-and  that  they"  were  Wolves  and  tigers  hunting  forypkey,  but  that  they 
were  of  fo  fearful  H*  nature,  that  the  lead  hallowing  would '  fcare  them 
this  I  fuppofed  to  be  the  occafion  of  the  human  voice  which  I 


Wncn  he  Hood  itnl*  £ino  1  COuiCj  HOT  TOTCC  nim  c»-7  diiy  luruicr,  in 
this  perplexity'  I  difmpunted  again,  and  hiding  my  faddle  under  fome 
fhfubs,  I  left  my  horfe,  and  walked  about  half  a  mile  to  the  town. 


away 


thought  I  heard  amhngft  them. 


After  a  Ihort  difeouffe,  !1  returned  with' 

suit 
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tui  Indian  to  feek  my  horfe  and  {addle,  and  bringing  him  info  the  town, 

I  fold  the  poor  wearied  bead,  and  hired  another  to  Ecatepeque,  whither 
we  all  went  in  company. 

From  hence  we  could  difcover  the  high  mountains  of  Quelenes,  which 
were  the  chief  fubjeft  of  our  difcourfe  to  Sanatepeque,  and  from  thence 
to  Tapanatepeque  :  For  we  had  been  informed  by  Spaniards  and  Indians 
in  our  way,  that  they  were  the  molt  dangerous  mountains  to  travel  over 
in  all  thofe  parts  ;  that  there  were  on  the  top  of  them  fome  paffages  fo 
narrow,  fo  high,  and  fo  open  to  the  boiiterous  winds  that  came  from 
the  fouthfea,  which  feemed  to  lit? at  the  very  bottom  of  them,  and  on 
each  fide  of  thefe  narrow  p'affages,  there  were  fuch  deep  precipices  among 
rocks,  that  many  times  mules  laden  with  heavy  burdens,  and  man  and 
horfe  had  been  blown  into  them,  and  perilhed.  This  account  terrified 
us  Very  much  ;  and  we  were  in  doubt  which  way  to  take,  whether  the 
common  road  to  Guatamala ,  which  lieth  under  thofe  mountains  along 
the  coad,  and  greatly  about,  or  whether  we  fhould  (leer  our  right  courfe 
over  the  mountains  to  Chiapa,  the  fame  being  paffable  with  fafety,  if  the 
winds  did  not  blow  very  hard.  However,  to  Chiapa  we  refolved  to 
go ;  becaufe  the  fuperior  and  provincial  of  all  the  Dominicans  in  thofe 
parts  (to  whom  we  ought  to  addrefs  ourfelves)  refided  there;  befides, 
wc  were  defirous  to  fee  that  famous  and  much  talked  of  province  of 
Chiapa.  In  Sanatepeque  we  met  with  a  friar,  who  entertained  us  very 
kindly  and  with  great  {late.  He  alfo  order  d  us  a  guide  of  Indians  to 
‘ Tapanatepeque  ;  and  gave  us  a  letter  to  the  chief  man  of  the  town,  (who 
alio  was  at  his  command)  to  provide  us  mules  to  carry  us,  and  alio 
Indians  to  guide  us  up  the  mountains.  Here  the  reft  of  our  mules  failed 
us,  but  that  was  neither  a  hindrance  nor  lofs  to  us  ;  for  the  Indians  weie 
willing  to  give  for  them  as  much  as  they  coft  us,  becaufe  they  were  the 
true  Mexican  breed  ;  and  all  the  reft  of  our  way  the  towns  were  to  find 
us  mules  for  nothing. 

We  came  to  Tapanatepeque  (which  ftandeth  at  the  foot  of  Eluelencs) 
on  a  faturday  night ;  aud  upon  account  of  the  letter  we  carried,  were 
very  much  welcomed  and  well  entertained  by  the  Indians.  This  town  is 
one  of  the  neateft  and  pleafanteft  of  any  we  had  feen  from  Guaxaca 
thither and  it  feems  as  if  providence  had  furnilhed  it  with  all  forts  of 
neceffaries,  for  the  ufe  of-  all  thofe  who  fhould  have  occafion  to  afeend 
thofe  deep  barren  mountains.  Here'  are  Indians  who  have  upon  their 
farms,  fome  a  thoufand,  fome  three  or  Four  thoufand  head  of  cattle,  fowls 
in  abundance,  and  fifh  the  choiceft  and  beft  in  all  the  country  ;  Their 
gardens  are  alfo  ftored  with  many  fort  of  vegetables,  and  oranges, lemons, 
citrons  and  figs.  The  fabbath  morning  was  fo  calm,  that  we  were 
tempted  to  make  ufe  of  it  to  purfue  our  journey,  left  by  a  longer  delay 
the  winds  fhould  force  us  to  the  coaft  of  Soconulco,  a  long  way  about. 
However  the  Indians  intreated  us  to  flay  to  dinner,  promifing  to  provide 
us  with  ftrong  and  lufty  mules,  and  ftore  of  fried  fifh,  fowls,  fruits,  or 
whatever  elfe  we  ji^fired  ;  We  could  not  refufe  this  kind  offer,  and  ftaid 
to  dine  with  them.  After  dinner  the  mules  were  brought  us,  and  two 
Indians  to  guide  us,  and  to  carry  our  provifion,  which  was  fome  fried 
5fh,.a  cold  roafted  capon,  with  as  much  fruit  as  might  fuffice  us  for  a  day ; 

I  for 
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*or  the  chief,  a  {"cent  and  danger  is  not  above  (even  Leagues,  or  one  and 
twenty  Englijto  miles  ;  and  then  beyond  the  top  of  the  mountain  3  miles, 
is  one  of  the  richcft  farms  for  horfes,  mules,  and  cat’ie,  in  all  the  coun¬ 
try  of  Cbiapa,  w  here  we  knew  we  fhould  be  welcomed  by  Don  John  de 
‘ Toledo ,  who  then  lived  there.  Though  thefe  mountains  fhew  tnemfelves 
with  feveral  lliarp- pointed  heads,  and  are  many  joined  together,  yet  one 
of  them  is  only  known  in  that  country  by  travellers,  which  is  called 
Maqmjupa,  over  which  lieth  the  way  to  Cbiapa.  To  this  high,  fteep 
and  craggy  mountain  we  took  our  journey  after  dinner,-  and  for  that 
night  were  obliged  to  take  our  lodging  upon  a  green  plot  of  ground  re- 
fembiing  a  meadow.  The  Indians  comforted  us,  by  telling  us  there 
were  great  figns  of  fair  weather,  and  that  we  heed  not  doubt  being  at  : 
Don  John  Toledo's  farm  the  next  day  by  noon.  Upon  this  encourage- 
ment  we  went  to  fupper,'  and  eat  up  our  capon  and  moll  of  our  fried 
filh,  leaving  only  a  fmall  quantity  for  breakfaft  ;  the  fprings  of  water, 
like  fo  many  conduit  pipes  trickling  down  the  rocks,  afforded  us  melo¬ 
dious  mufick  to  our  iupper ;  the  Indians  fed  merrily  and  our  mules 
contentedly. 

The  morning  feemed  as  calm  and  pleafant  as  the  day  before,  and 
encouraged  us  haftily  to  break  our  fall  with  the  morfel  we  had  referv’d  \ 
for  that  purpofe,  and  then  to  afeend  further  up  the  mountain  upon  our 
journey  ;  we  had  not  gone  much  above  a  mile,  but  we  found  the  higher  1 
we  mounted  the  more  we  heftrd  the  whittling  oT  the  wind,  as,  if  it  for¬ 
bade  us  to  venture  any  further.  We  were  now  half  way  up,  and  doubt¬ 
ful  what  to  do,  whether  to  go  forward,  or  to  return  to  Tapanatepeque,  or  j 
to  flay  where  we  were  until  the  weather  was  more  calm,  which  perhaps 
might  be  towards  noon  or  evening.  The  Indians  told  us,  that  about  amile 
further  there  was  a  fountain  of  water,  and  a  lodge  made  under  trees  on 
purpofe  for  travellers  who  were  benighted,  or  hinder’d  by  the  winds 
from  purfuing  their  journey  up  the  mountain  ;  and  to  this  fountain  we  got 
with  fome  difficulty  ;  but  the  higher  we  climbed,  the  more  boiftrous  and 
flrong  we  perceived  the  wind  to  grow.  We  were  pleafed  with  the  foun¬ 
tain,  but  much  better  with  the  lodge,  becaufe  it  was  fo  well  fecured  with 
trees  round  about  it.  The  wind  kept  flill  blowing  and  rather  increafing, 
and  with  it  our  fears,  until  the  day  was  fo  far  fpent,  that  we  had  no  hopes 
of  proceeding  backwards  or  forwards.  Of  any  fupper  we  defpaired  that 
night,  having  nothing  to  fatisfy  our  hungry  ftomachs,  but  the  remem¬ 
brance  of  the  plenty  the  night  before ;  poor  repaft !  Thus  gazing  one 
upon  another,  and  fometimes  looking  down  on  the  fountain,  fometimes 
up  to  the  trees,  we  efpy’d  at  laft  amongft  them  a  tree  full  of  green  four 
lemons;  we  gather’d  fome  of  them,  upon  which  vve  fupp’d  and  took  our 
reft.  The  next  day  the  wind  was  rather  ftronger  than  calmer,  and  we 
were  as  ftrong  in  our  refolution  to  continue  there  and  not  to  turn  oijr 
backs  like  cowards  ;  The  Indians  were  alfo  willing  to  ftay  one  day  lon¬ 
ger:  So  we  broke  our  faft  with  the  four  lemons,  which  we  found  cool 
to  an  empty  ftemach  .*  And  of  what  was  left  on  the  tree,  we  made  our 
dinner  and  fupper  :  But  perceiving  the  Indians  had  with  them  lome  fmall 
bags  full  of  powder,  which  they  mixed  with  their  water,  being  made  of 
ciaizy  and  thinking  that  might  be  more  noarilhing  than  lemons  and  wa¬ 
tt* 
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ceronly,  we  purchafed  half  of  a  bag  of  them  for  four  Ryals,  or  t\vO 
Englijb  {hillings,  which  we  might  have  bought  in  the  town  for  a  penny, 
and  yet  this  was  but  weak  nourifhment  for  our  feeble  bodies.  1  has  we 
waited  all  Tueiday  for  the  abating  of  the  wind,  reiolvihg  either  to  pro¬ 
ceed  up  the  hill  the  next  day,  or  to  return  to Eapanatepeque. 

On  Wednefday  morning  the  wind  leemed  to  be  fomewhat  laid  ;  and 
we  agreed  to  wait  till  towards  noon,  hoping*  then  we  might  proceed 
with  fafety.  In  the  mean  time,  one  of  our  company  reioived  to  go  up 
the  mountain  a  mile  or  two  on  foot,  to  view  the  pafi'ages  and  the  dangers 
we  were  to  encounter,  which  perhaps  mignt  n«t  be  io  great  as  we  ima¬ 
gined.  He  llairi  about  two  hours,  and  then  returned,  telling  us,  he 
thought  we  might  go  fafe,  by  leading  our  mules:  But  this  day  was  lo 
far  ipent  in  questions  and  debates,  that  we  judg’d  it  imprudent  to  pro¬ 
ceed',  refolutely  purpofing  to  go  forward  the  next  morinng  if  tue  wind 
did  not  increafe.  So  this  day  we  lived  upon  lemons,  w  ater  and  maiz 
powder,  which  we  found  had  much  weaken’d  our  bodies,  and  feared  if 
We  continued  much  longer,  would  haften  our  deaths:  V  herctoie  on 
Thurfday  morning  (the  wind  continuing  as  the  day  before)  commending 
ourfelves  unto  the  protedlion  of  Heaven,  whom  the  winds  and  iea  obey  , 
we  mounted  our  mules,  and  went  forward,  having  firll  engiaved  oui 
names,  and  the  days  we  flay’d  there  without  food,  upon  the  .bark  of  a 
great  tree.  We  perceived  no  great  danger  in  the  wind  for  ionie  tithe  , 
but  the  paffages  being  narrow',  wt  thought  it  molt  iafe  to  alight,  and  lead 
our  horfes.  When  we  came  to  the  top  of  the  mountain  Maquilcip/t,  (wmch 
fignifies  in  the  Indian  tongue,  a  head  without  hair)  we  truly  perceived 
the  danger  fo  much  talked  of  ;  for  we  realiy  found  it  a  head  without 
hair,  a  top  without  a  tree  to  fheltera  weary  traveller  ;  thepafiage  along 
this  high  orecipice,  I  believe,  may  not  exceed  a  quarter  or  a  tone;  out 
it  is  molt  dreadful  to  behold  :  On  one  fide  lay  the  great  South-iea,, 
feemingly  juft  under  us,  and  dazzled  our  eyes  to  look  down  upon  it  ; 
on  the  other  fide  lay  rocks  and  precipices  fo  fufpnzingly  deep,  that  it 
made  our  hearts  (hudder  at  the  fight ;  and  in  iome  parts  of  the  pahage, 
the  way  was  not  above  an  ell  broad.  We  gave  our  muies  to  die  Indians 
to  lead  one  after  another  ;  and  we  followed  in  the  fame  manner,  creep¬ 
ing  upon  our  hands  and  feet,  not  daring  to  walk  upright,  or  to  look 
down  on  thi.s  fide  or  that,  for  fear  01  being  feized  with  a  giddineis  ;  and 
we  carefully  kept  in  the  track  of  the  muies  until,  we  got  to  the  end  of 
the  paiTage,  where  the  mountain  was  broader-and  Shady  trees  auoro&d  us 
relief  :  We  then  looked  back  boldly  on  the  danger  we  had  efcaped  ;  but 
accufed  ourfelves  and  other  travellers  of  tolly,  in  chuiing  to  run  ;o  gieat 
a  rifque,  rattier  than  travel  a  few  miles  about  with  fafety. 

We  made  all  the  hafte  we  could  to  the  houfe  of  Don  Pedro  Tohdo,  who 
gave  us  a  hearty  welcome.  Here  we  got  iome  warm  broth,  to  relieve  our 
Cmpty  ftomachs,  widen  were  fo  weak,  that  at  firft  we  call  an  up  again  ; 
till  at  laft  by  often  tupping  thtiwoth,  and  now  and  then  taking  a  mue 
wine,  we  found  ourfelves  much  comforted  and  recovered.  Wc  Hard  ^ 
with  Don  Pedro  two  days  to  refrefh  but  Selves,  ana  then  went  to  'tfcafila, 
a  very  great  town  of  Indians ,  in  the  p  oviticS  of  C hiafa.  riorh  Acapahi 
we  well t  to  Chiapa  of  tile  Indians,  (fo  called  to  aillibguiih  it  obm  C&i’pa 
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of  the  Spaniards)  which  lieth  upon  a  fine  river  about  a  mile  broad.  Hera 
we  were  kindly  entertained  by  the  friars,  who  looked  upon  us  as  mem¬ 
bers  belonging  to  the  corporation  of  their  province,  and  allured  us,  that 
the  provincial  and  chief  fuperior  would  be  very  glad  of  our  coming,  be¬ 
cause  he  wanted  friars  from  Spain  to  cppofe  the  Creolians  and  natives, 
who  ftrove  to  get  a-head,  as  they  had  done  in  Mexico  and  Guaxaca.  We' 
alfo  underftocd.  that  the  provincial  did  not  live  above  a  day’s  journey 
from  hence.  In  this  place  we  met  with  our  friend  Peter  Borallo,  who 
had  made  his  e&ape-frem  Mexico  alone  :  He  encouraged  us  much,  with 
relating  the  good  and  kind  ufage  he  had  met  with  here  ;  but  withal,  told 
U8>  that  .our  iuperior  Cal-vo was  gone  with  the  miffionaries  he  had  left 
from  Mexico  to  Acapulco ,  who  from  thence  had  taken  (hipping  for  the 
Philippines ;  but  that  at  his  departure  he  had  wrote  a  letter  of  bitter  com¬ 
plaints  againft  him  and  us  four  to  the  fuperior  of  Chiapa  and  Guatemala , 
defiring  the  provincial  not  to  entertain  us,  but  to  fend  us  back  to  Mexico , 
to  be  (hipped  the  next  year  to  the  Philippines  ;  but  that  the  faid  letter 
was  not  regarded  by  the  provincial. 

After  we  had  been  entertained  a  week  in  Chiapa,  we  thought  proper  to 
preferrt  ourfelves  to  the  provincial,  (whofe  name  was  friar  Peter  Alvarez) 
that  from  him  we  might  receive  our  deftiny,  whether  we  ihould  flay  in 
that  province,  or  be  forced  to  return  to  Spain ;  for  in  no  other  part  of 
America  could  we  be  entertained.  We  found  him^n  a  little  town  called 
St.  CbrijlopJoers,  recreating  himfelf  in  the  lhady  walks  of  that  town; 
which  are  many  and  pleafant.  He  received  us  very  courteoufiy,  and 
entertained  us  with  a  flately  dinner  and  fupper,  and  before  we  went  tq 
bed  ccndefcended  to  walh  our  feet.  The  firft:  day  he  faid  nothing  to  us’ 
about  our  continuing  there  ,  but  the  next  day  he  difeovered  unto  us  his 
full  refolutioni;  with  many  wife  and  cunning  fopbifms.  For  firft  he  read 
unto  us  the  letter  which  Calvo  had  wrote  to  him  againft  us',  expatiating 
upon  it,  how  ill  we  had  done  in  forsaking  our  firft  call  to  the  Philippines a 
and  the  danger  many  Indian  fouls  might  be  in  by  reafon  of  our  not  going 
thither  to|convert  and  inftruft  them.  Secondly,  he  told  us,  we  had 
fruftrated  the  king  of  Spain  &  good  hopes  of  us,  who  had  been  at  great 
expencesin  fending  us  to  Mexico,  expeding  by  our  means,  many  Indians 
of  the  Philippines  might  have  been  converted  to  ehriftianity.  Thirdly,  he 
faid  he  looked  upon  us  as  prifoners,  and  that  we  ought  to  be  fent  back 
to  the  viceroy  of  Mexico ,  and  from  thence  to  be  (hipp’d  for  Manila,  ac¬ 
cording  to  Calve's  demand ;  But  for  the  prefent,  he  would  not  let  us 
know  what  he  intended  to  do  with  us.  However,  he  bade  us  not  to  be 
dileouraged,  but  to  be  cbearful,  and  that  after  dinner  we  fhould  hear 
more  from  him,  when  he  had  received  an  anfwer  to  a  letter  which  he 
had  fent  to  Chiapa,  concerning  the  difpofal  of  our  perfons. 

Thefe  reafonings  of  the  grave  and  old  provincial  difturbed  our  minds 
not  a  little  :  Impriionment  was  a  word  in  a  high  (train,  which  we 
could  ft;arce  digeft  ;  ana  this  morning’s  breakfaft,  had  taken  away  our 
ftomachs  to  eur  dinner.  We  departed  from  the  prefence  of  this  vene¬ 
rable  old  friar, -'  and  retired  to  a  lliady  walk  of  orange-trees,  belonging 
to  the  houfe  where  this  fuperior  lived  Here  we  conferred  upon  the 
difcourie  of  AlvaPez,  and  concluded  we  Ihould  certainly  be  fent  back 

'  prifonerc  « 
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j  pnfcners-to  Mexico,-  and  from  thence,  like  fugitive  (laves  be  (hipped  for 
the  Philippines.  My  hopes  .of  ever  feeing  England  again,  my  native 
country,  were  quite  loft  :  Antonio  Melendez  wifhed  himfelf  once  more 
upon  the  top  of  the  mountain  Maquilap a  ;  another  wifhed  himfelf  with 
old  Calvo  at  fea,  failing  to  Manila,  though  he  was  employed  in  nothing 

j  elfe  but  helping  him  to  ferape  his  rufty  gammons  of  bacon.  A  motion 

I  was  made  to  efcape  from  Ajvar'ez,  as  we  had  done  froqi  Calvo  ;  to  this, 
anfwer  was  made,  that  not  knowing  the  country,  which  way  foever 
we.  went,  we  (hould  be  difeovered  ;  and  that  if  we  were  font  to  Mexico , 
we  (food  a  much  better  chance  to  efcape  by  the  way  than  now.  I  told 
them  l  could  concieve  no  harfh  ufage  intended  by  the  provincial  from 
his  foiling  countenance,  nor  from  the  low  and  humble  aft  of  wafhing 
bur  feet  the  night  before;  thar  I  verily  believed  he  intended  well  to 
us,  on  account  of  our  coming  fo  far  to  offer  ourfelves,  for  fellow- 
labourers,  in  that  plentiful  harveft  of  fouls  belonging  to  his  charge  ; 
and  that  I  was  certain  he  wanted  our  affiftance,  as  natives  of  Spain,  to 
oppofe  the  faftions  of  the  Creoliam.  I  then  inftanced  the  example  of 
our- friend  and  companion  Peter  Bor  alio,  whom  he  had  already  incor¬ 
porated  into  that  province,  and  could  not  do  lei s  for  us  without  par¬ 
tiality  .  Laftly,  I  concluded,  that  if  we  could  not  be  entertained  here, 
the  provincial  would  cot  fend  us  back  to  Mexico,  there  to  be  difgraced 
and  ill  treated,  but  ijyonld  permit  us  at  leaft  to  return  to  Spain. 

Whilft  we  were  in  this  conference,  old  Alvarez  had  been  eying  us 
from  his  window,  and  perceiving  us  to  be  much  troubled  at  whac  he 
had  faid  to  us,  he  fent  one  of  his  familiar  friends  to  comfort  us,  who 
asked  us  why  we  were  fo  fad  and  melancholy;  telling  us,  that  the 
'provincial  himfelf  had  taken  notice  of  it.  He  told  us  to  be  chearful, 
that  Alvarez  wifh’d  us  well,  but  that  he' had  been  much  cenfured  by 
the  Creolian  party  for  entertaining  Peter  Borallo,  and  that  he  wanted 
fuch  as. us,  to  make  a  head  againft  that  party  ;  for  they  would  now 
<?row  more  outragious,  feeing  four  more  come  to  weaken  their  faftion  ; 
and  therefore  he  mud  conduft  the  bufinefs  with  much  diferetion,  fince  his 
belt  aftions  did  not  efcape  their  cenfure  :  He  further  affined  us,  that 
vve  (hould  never  be  fent  back  priioners  to  Mexico,  by  the  provincial  ; 
and  that  if  he  could  not  manage  the  affair  to  have  us  entertained  in 
Cbiapa,  as  he  intended,  he  would  favour  us  with  money  and  friends,  to 
enable  us  to  return  to  Spain.  This  comfortable  difeourfe  was  a  good 
ftomach  preparative  to  our  dinners,  to  which,  wc  were  now  called  by  a 
bell  rung  for  that  purpofe.  When  we  came  in,  the  foiling  and  fatherly 
countenance  of  the  pi ovincial  cheared  us  more  than  all  the  chear  that 
waited  for  us  upon  the  table  in  feveral  difhes,  though  the  great  plenty 
©f  flefh  and  hfh.  with  fruits  and  fweetmeats,  might  well  become  a  noble¬ 
man’s  table.  After  dinner,  the  provincial  affumed  a  merry  and  face¬ 
tious  air,  faying,  for  diverfion,  he  would  play  a  game  at  tables  with 
each  of  us,  not  to  win  our  money,  for  he  adjudged  we  were  poor 
after  fo  long  a  journey  ;  but  he  .would  fettle  the  game  thus,  that  if  he 
won,  we  fhould  each  of  us  fay  for  him  Eve  Pater-Nejl»rs,  and  five 
Avc-Maries  ;<  but  if  we  were  fuccefsful,  we  fhould  gain  our  admittance 
and  incorporation  into  that  province.  The  propofal  pleafed  us  well. 
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for  otar  fuccefs  would  at  that  time  be  more  profitable  to  us  than  th^ 
winning  of  pounds,  and  our  lofings  were  of  Jittle  fignification.  Tha 
{port  began,  and  we  young  men  taking  our  turns,  were  too  hard  for 
the  old  provincial,  who,  we  could  perceive,  was  willing  to  be  the  ! 
lofer,  that  his  ill  fuccefs  might  fpe2k  for  him,  what  through  policy  and  : 
d'ifcretiorr  he  would  not  utter  with  words. 

After  ourfport  was  over,  th e  Indian  meJFenger,  who  had  been  fent  to 
the  city  oh  Chiapa,  for  the  advice  and  opinion  of  the  prior  and  chief  of  : 
the  cloifter  there  concerning1  bur  difpofal,  returned  with  a  letter  from 
the  prior  to  Alnsaretz,  in  which  he  exprefled  great  joy  for  our  arrival, 
and  earneftly  i  furcated  the  provincial  to  fend  us  to  him,  who  was  very 
defiroiis  to  confer  with  us ;  for  that  about  ten  years  before  he  himfelf 
hind  been  in  Our  circurhflances,  ‘having  deferted  from  the  million  at 
Mexico,  going  to  the  Philippines,  and  fled  to  'Guatmata,  where  For  his 
great  Mining  and  abilities,  he  had  been  much  envied  by  the  Creolian 
faction  ;  but  that  now  he' hoped,  by  the  afliftance  of  tHefe  new-come 
SponifB  friars,  he  fhould  be  able  to  overcome  this  fad'tion.  After  fapper  \ 
the  provincial  told  us,  that  the  next  morning  he  would  fend  us  to 
Chief  et  ;  'for  that’  the  prior  had  wrote  him  word,  he  would  meet  us  oh 
the  way,  at  a  town  called  St.  Philip.  In  the -morning,  the  provincial  * 
can  fed  four  of  his  own  mules  to  be  faddled  for  us,  and  finely  capari¬ 
soned  ;  a  dozen  Indian. s  on  horfeback.' waited  tef  conduct  us  to  St. 
Philip  ;  and  alter  breakfafl,  the  good  provincial  embraced  us,  and  bid 
us  iarevvel,  defiring  us*  to  pray  for  him,  and  not  to  be  difeouraged 
at  any  thing  that  happened,  alluring  us.  that  it  was  both  in  his  power 
and  in  his  will  to  ferve  us  ;  neverthelefs  he  mull;  ufe  policy  and  dif- 
cretion,  to  prevent  the  reflfc£tions  which  might  be  call  upon  him  by 
the  Creolians,  who  hated  both  him  and  us  We  then  proceeded  forward! 
in  a  grand  cavalcade,  attended  by  trumpets  and  other  mufick.  As  foon 
as  we  arrived  at  the  top  of  the  mountain,  we  law  in  the  valley  the  city 
of  Chiapa  of  the  Spaniards ,  with  two  or  three  fmall  villages,  one  of 
which  was  St.  Philip,  which  lay  at  the  bottom  of  the  mountain.  The 
trumpets  and  mufick  founding  before  us,  gave  fufficient  notice  to  the 
inhabitants  of  St.  Philip  of  our  approach,  and  a  fecond  breakfafl  was 
prepared  for  us,  the  cold  morning  air  (which  we  found  fharp  and 
piercing  upon  the  mountain)  having  well  prepared  our  flomachs  for  it. 

By  that  time  we  had  defeended  the  mountain  about  half  a  mile,  we 
were  met  by  above  twenty  Indians  gallantly  mounted,  with  their  trum¬ 
peters  founding  before  them  ;  and  behind  came  the  prior  of  Chiapa , 
(whofe  name  was  father  "John  Baptijia,,  a  merry  fat  friar,)  mounted 
upon  a  ftately  mule,  richly  caparifon'd.  He  faluted  us  by  the  name 
of  brother  fugitives  from  the  Philippines,  told  us  we  were  welcome  to 
that  country,  and  to  him  efpecially.  Thus  with  pleafant  difeourfe  we 
defeended  the  hill,  at  the  bottom  of  which  the  inhabitants  of  the 
village  of  St.  Philip  waited  for  us,  men  and  women,  fome  prefenting 
us  with  rofegays,  others  ftrowing  flowers  in  our  way,  and  dancing 
before  us  j  in  this  manner  we  were  conducted  into  the  village,  and 
from  thence  along  a  ftreet  ftrew’d  with  fweet  herbs  arid  orange  leaves, 
to  the  church,  where  for  about  half  an  hour  we  were  entertained 
!‘  %  r  with 
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with  the  beft  mufick  frorrt  the  city  of  Chiapa ,  whom  the  prior  had 
hired  to  come  with  him  for  that  purpofe.  T.  he  mufick  being  ended, 
father  John  Baptifta  made  a  fhort  fpeecn  to  the  Indium,  returning  them 
thanks  for  the.  kind  reception  they  had  given  us,  his  ipecial  friends;; 
and  for  this  ferviee  he  promifed  a  plenary  inoulgeAce  of  all  their  1ms 
part,  to  as  many  of  them  as  fhould  vifit  that  church  the  next  Lord  s 
day,  either  before  or  after  noon.  From  the  altar  we  were  conducted 
to  the  breakfaft  table,  which  was  furnifhed  with  well  iealoned  difhes, 
and  mod  delicate  fweet  meats,  made  at  the  requefl  of  the  prior,  by  the 
nuns  of  Cbiapa ,  infomuch  that  we  h;  d  not  feen  the  like  iince  our 
arrival  in  America.  Whilft  we  were  thus  fpiendidly  entertained,  we 
could  not  unriddle  the  myftical  expreffions  of  the  old  prior,  who  would 
often  fay  to  us,  Brethren,  make  a  good  breakfajt ,  for  your  amner  will  be 
the  meanejl  ytu  ever  eat  in  your  lives,  and  novo  enjoy  the  Ivseeis  of  lioerty , 
which  will  not  lajl  long.  \Ve  took  notice  of  the  words,-  but  knew  nor 
what  to  make  of'  them.  After  breakfaft,  we  had  about  two  Englijh 
miles  to  ride  to  the  city  of  Cbiapa.  ■■  the  prior  commanded  our  mules 
to  be  brought,  and  the  trumpets  and  other  muSck  gave  notice  to  the 
town  of  our  departure,  when  we  were  conducted  out  of  the  village 
of  St.  Philip,  with  as  much  ftate  and  pomp  as  we  had  been  inducted 
into  it.  After  the  Indians  had  accompanied  us  about  hall  a  mile, 
father  Baptifa  gave  them  thanks,  and  defired  them  to  return,  because 
being  near  the  city  and  cloifter  of  Cbiapa,  they  muft  not  ufe  that 
gallantry  and  pomp  which  in  the  country  was  allowed.  1  he  Indians 
upon  this  took  their  leaves  of  us,  and  we  proceeded  witu  only  two 
guides  before  us.  Being  Come  within  half  a  mile  of  the  city,  tnc 
prior  doped,  and  taking  out  of  his  pocket  an  order  from  tne  provincial, 
he  read  it  unto  us,  to  this  effect  :  “  That  whereas  we  had  forfaken  our 

*  lawful  fiiperior  Calvo  incur  way  to  the  Philippines,  and  wkhout  his 
‘  licence  had  come  into  the  province  of  Chiapa,  he,  mull  in  confidence 
‘  inflidt  fome  punifhment  upon  us,  before  he  co-tfjd  enable  us  to  abide 
‘  there  as  members  under  him  ;  therefore  he  diidtly  commanded  the' 

*  prior  of  Chiapa,  that  a*  foon  as  we  fhould  enter  into  his  cloiller,  he 
‘fhould  confine  us  two  and,  two  in  a  chamber  as  in  a  prifon,  for  throe 

*  days,  and  not  to  fuffer  us  to  11  ir  out  any  where,  fave  only  to  the 
‘  publick  place  where  all  the  friars  met  together  to  dine  and  fup  ;  that 

*  at  noon  we  were  to  be  prefent  there,  and  feated  upon  the  bare 

*  ground,  and  there  to  receive  n-o  other  dinner  but  bread  and  water  ; 

*  but  at  fupp#r  wc  might  have  in  our  chambers  whatever  the  prior  vva* 
‘  pleafed  to  allow  us.”  This  was  the  penance  enjoined  us  by  the 
provincial,  and  it  made  us  look  a  little  melancholy,  not  knowing 
what  might  be  the  end  of  fuch  a  beginning.  The  prior  obferving  us 
in  fome  diforder,  with  a  fmiling  countenance,  defined  we  would  not 
think  hard  of  him  or  of  the  provincial,  who  was  obliged  to  lay  us 
under  penance,  to  fatisfy  the  Creolians,  who  he  knew  would  murmur, 
if  no  punifhment  was  infli&ed  upon  us.  He  allured  us,  that  after  thn 
time  of  our  imprifonment  was  paft,  we  fhould  attain  to  honour  and 
preferment;  that  as  long  as  we  continued  with  him,  we  fhould  want 
no  encouragements  and  that  after  our  bilead  and  water  dinner,  we 

fhould 
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fhould  not  want  a  plentiful  fuppcr.  Upon  this  promife  sat  {pints 
revived,  and  we  proceeded  to  the  cloifter  of  Cbiapa,  with  modell 
demeanour,  where  we  were  welcomed  by  mod  of  the  friars  ;  but  in 
fome  few  we  obferVed  a  frowning  and  difaffedled  countenance 

After  we  had  been  confined  to  our  chambers  a  fhort  time,  the  bell 
rang  for  dinner,  and  we  were  conduced  into  the  great  hall,  -and  feared 
on  the  ground  crofs  legged,  in  the  prelence  of  all  the  friars,  then  fitting 
at  table  with  many  dainties  before  them  ;  to  each  of  us  was  given  a 
fmall  loaf  and  a  pot  of  water,  of  which  we  made  our  dinner.  However 
it  was  fome  fadsfaftionto  us,  To  have  a  Creolian  friar  in  our  company, 
undergoing  the  fame  penance,  for  fome  love-letters  which'  had  been 
intercepted  paffing  between  him  and  a  nun  of  that  city,  in  which  were 
many  immodeft  expreffions,  contrary  to  their  oath  of  profeffed  thaflity. 
Thus  with  our  Creolian  neighbour’s  company,  our  bread  and  vv&tet 
went  down  chearfully  ;  and  dinner  being  ended,  we  were  again  con¬ 
duced  to  our  chambers,  where  we  drank  chocolate,  whifch  had  been 
presented  to  us  by  our  kind  provincial,  as  a  referve  in  time  of  need. 
The  Cafiilian  friars  foon  paid  us  a  vifit  there,  bringing  us  confervesi 
fweetmeats,  and  other  dainties,  to  help  to  digeft  our  bread  and  water. 
A  fupper  w&s  provided  for  us,  agreeable  to  the  promife  of  the  priori 
who  honoured  us  with  his  own,  and  the  company  of  two  other  friars, 
fupping  with  us  all  together  in  one  chamber  :  In  this  manner  paired 
our  three  days  of  imprifonment;  and  I  vvifh  I  may  never  fufFer  harder 
ufage  in  any  prifon  than  I  have  done  in  this. 

We  were  no  fooner  fet  at  liberty,  but  we  prefently  found  the  pro¬ 
vincial  and  prior  ready  to  fulfil  their  promife,  namely,  to  difpofe  of 
us  in  fuch  manner  as  would  raife  us  to  honour  and  preferment.  Two 
Were  fent  into  the  country,  to  learn  the  Indian  language,  that  they 
might  be  enabled  to  preach  to  the  Indians ,  and  thereby  acquire  a 
benefice.  Myfelf  and  another  defined  to  go  to  Guatemala ,  that  we 
might  praflife  philofophy  and  divinity  in  the  famous  unlverfity  of  thdt 
city  Nothing  that  we  could  reafonably  alk  for,  was  denied  us  ;  only 
it  was  prudent  that  we  fhould  not  go  to  the  univerfity  until  "Michaelmas  j 
becaufe  then  the  fchools  were  renewed,  and  new  orders  fettled.  In  the 
mean  time,  the  provincial  knowing  that  the  latiri  tongue  was  bette*r 
taught  in  England  than  in  Spain,  and  the  grounds  thereof  much  better 
learnt,  and  confidering  the  want  he  had  of  a  mailer  of  the  latin  tongue, 
*0  fupply  a  fchool  in  that  cloifter,  for  the  education  of  the  youths’  of 
Cbiapa  in  grammar  and  fyntax,  defired  me  to  accept  of  that  place  until 
fuCh  time  as  he  ihould  think  proper  to  fend  me  to  Guatemala,  promifing 
me  all  fitting  encouragement,  and  that  out  of  the  fchool  annuity  I 
fhould  have  an  allowance  for  books,  and  other  nectffaries,  with  leave 
10  ride  about  to  view  the  country  whenever  I  pieafed.  I  willingly 
accepted  this  kind  offer,  and  remained  in  this  employment  from  April 
to  the  end  of  September  ;  where  I  was  much  jefteCmed  by  the  bifhop 
and  governor,  but  more  efpecially  by  the  prior,  father  Baptifta,  who 
always  took  me  with  him,  when  he  rode  about  the  country  for  his 
recreation. 
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I  this  city  liveth  commonly  the  governor,  and  the  bifhop.  The 
'/ov'ernor’s  place  is  of  no  fmall  value  and  intereft  ;  for  his  power  reacheth, 
;iar,  and  he  trades  much  in  cocoa  and  cochineal  :  He  lords  it  over  both 
Spaniards  and  Indians  at  his  pleafure.  .  But  ill-gotten  goods  feldom 
•irofper,  as  don  Gabriel de  Orfallana  found  to  his  coft,  who_ was  gover¬ 
nor  of  the  city  and  country  of  Cbiapa  in  my  time,  for  having  fent  the 
value  of  8cco  crowns  in  cochineal,  cocoa,  fugar,  and  hides,  for  the 
Havana^  it  fell  into  .the  hands  of  the  Hollanders,  and  he  loft  it  all. 
|The  bilhop’s  place  of  that  city  is  worth  at  leaft  8000  ducats  a  year. 
Moft  of  his  revenues  con fi ft  in  great  offerings,  which  "be  yearly  receiv  es 
from  the  Indian  towns,  by  going  to  them  once  a  year  to  confirm  their 
children,  and  none  mu  ft  be  confirmed  who  do  not  offer  a  fair  white 
wax  candle,  with  a  ribband,  and, at  leaft  four  rials.  I  have  feen  the 
richer  fort  offer  a  candle  fix  pound  weight  ftuck  very  thick  \vith  rials 
f  rom  top  to  bottom.  Don  Bernardino  de  Salazar  was  the  bifhop  of  thi3 
citv  in  my  time,  whodefired  my  company  to  ride  with  him  his  cjrcuic 
f’or  one  month,  about  the  towns  near  Cbiapa,  and  I  was  appointed  by 
him  to  hold  the,  bafon,  into  which  the  Spaniards  and  Indians  threw 
their  offerings,  when  he  was  confirming  their  children  j  an.d  I  always 
counted  the  money  before  I  carried  it  up  into  his  chamber ;  and  found 
(that  month’s  collection  amounted  to  1 600  ducats.  This  bifhop  was 
fornewhat  covetous,  but  otherwife  a  man  of  a  temperate  life  and  goo,d 
eonverfatiort,  and  very  zealous  to  reform  whatever  a’oufes  were  com¬ 
mitted  in  the  church,  which  coft  him  his  life  before  I  departed  from 
Cbiapa  to  Guatemala,  upon  the  following  occafion.  The  women  of 
this  city  pretend  to  be  afflicted  with  much  weaknefs  and  fqucamifhnefs 
Of  ftomach,  which  they  fay,  is  fo  great,  that  they  are  not  able  to  con¬ 
tinue  in  the  church  whilft  mafs  is  laid,  without  drinking  chocolate 
and  eating  fwcetmeats  :  for  this  purpofe,  their  maids  ufed  to  bring  them 
ichocolate  and  fweetmeats  to  church,  in  the  middle  of  the  fermon  : 
This  created  preat  dillurbance  and  moleftation,  both  to  the  mals  and 
fermon.  The  bifhop  perceiving  this  abufe,  forbade  the  practice,  but 
his  orders  not  being  obeyed  or  taken  notice  of,  he  thought  fit  to  fix 
ih  writing  on  the  church  doors,  an  excommunication  againft  all  fuch 
is  fhould  prefume  at  the  time  of  fervice  to  eat  or  drink  in  the  church. 
This  prohibition  very  much  difgufted  the  gentlewomen,  who  protefted, 
that  if  they  were  debarred  that  privilege,  they  would  not  come  to 
church:  And  fome  of  the  chief  of  them,  knowing  the  great  friend- 
fhip  fubfifting  between  the  bifhop,  the  prior,  and  myfelf,  defired  us  tc- 
rife  all  our  intereft  with  him,  to  revoke  his  excommunication,  edid, 
which  threatened  their  fouls  with  damnation  for  the  violation  of  it, 
Accordingly  we  ufed  all  pofiible  arguments  with  him,  alledging  the 
coftom  of  the  country,  the  weaknefs  of  the  women’s  conftitution,  ths 
contempt  which  might  fall  upon  his  perfon,  and  many  inconveniences 
which  might  happen,  even  to  the  railing  of  an  uproar,  both  in  the 
dhurch  and  city,  whereof  we  had  already  fome  probable  conjedures. 
To  which  the  bifhop  anfwered,  that  none  of  thefe  reafons  could  move 
him,  and  that  he  preferred  the  honour  of  God,  and  his  church,  before 
his  own  life.  The  women  finding  him  inexorable,  began  to  flight 
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him,  and  to  ufe  him  with  fcornfol  and  reproachful  words,  and  ftil? 
kept  drinking  their  chocolate  in  the  church,  which  caufed  one  day* 
inch  an  Uproar  in  the  cathedral,  that  (words  were  drawn  againft  the 
priefts  and  prebendaries,  who  attempted  to  takeaway  the  chocolate 
from  the  maids,  when  bringing  it  to  their  miitrefles.  At  laii  per¬ 
ceiving  neither  fair  nor  foul  means  would  prevail  with  the  bifhop,  the- 
women  refolved  to  leave  the  cathedral,  and  from  that  time  nvoft  of, 
the  citizens  frequented  the  clofller  churches,  where  the  friars  did  noti 
mole!!  them,  though  they  advifed  them  to  obey  the  command  of  the- 
bifhop  ,-  but  they  could  not  bear  to  hear  his  name  mentioned,  and 
denied  to  pay  the  prebendaries  fuch  depends  for  maffes  as  they 
had  formerly  been  accuitomed  to,  conferring  them  all  on  the  friars, 
who  grew  rich  by  the  impoverifhed  cathedral.  This  laded  not  long, 
for  the  bifhop  publifhed  another  excommunication  againfl  all  the 
cifzcns  who  fhouid  refufe  to  refort  to  the  cathedral  ;  which  the  women 
would  not  obey,  but  kept  clofe  to  their  houfes  for  above  a  month. 
In  the  mean  time  the  bifhop  felt  dangeroufty  ill,  and  was  defnous  of 
retiring  ‘to  theAcloifter  of  the  Dominicans,  that  the  prior  might  take 
care  of  him  in  his  ficknefs.  Phyficians  were  lent  for  far  and  near, 
who  all  with  one  confent  agreed  that  he  was  poifoned,  and  he  himfelf 
did  not  fcruple  it,  praying  heaven  to  forgive  thofe  who  had  been 
the  ca ufe  of  it.  He  lay  ill  about  a  week,  and  died  in  the  cloifter, 
and  as  foon  as  -he  was  dead,  all  his  body  was  fwelled  to  that  degree, 
that  he  burft,  and  foon  corrupted^-  A  gentlewoman  with  whom  1  was 
well  acquainted  in  that  city.  Having  inftrufted  her  fon  in  the  Jatiu 
tongue,  and  who  was  thought  to  be  a  little  too  familiar  with  one  of 
the  bifhop's  pages,  was  fuppofed  to  have  poifoned  the  bifhop,  through 
the  means  of  this  page,  by  adminiftring  to  him  a  difh  of  chocolate, 
which  fhe  had  poifoned.  I  heard  this  gentlewoman  fay,  fhe  believed 
few  women  in  Chiapa  grieved  for  his  death  ;  becaufe  he  was  fuch  au 
enemy  to  them,  as  not  to  permit  them  to  drink  chocolate  in  churches ; 
and  therefore  fhe  believed  the  chocolate  at  home  did  not  agree  with’ 
him.  This  made  me  very  cautious  of  drinking  chocolate  in  any  houfe, 
when  I  was  not  well  allured  of  the  good  will  of  the  family.  The 
women  of  this  place  are  fomewhat  light  in  their  carriage  ;  and  if  they 
are  eroded  or  difappointed  in  their  amours,  they  afiuredly  feek  fuch 
revenge  by  chocolate  or  conferves,  as  fhall  carry  death  along  with  it. 

There  is  another  town  called  Chiapa ,  about  twelve  leagues  from  this 
city,  which  confifts  chiefly  of  Indians,  and  is  conceiv’d  to  be  one  of  ,the 
largeft  towns  in  America,  containing  at  leaft  4000  families.  This  town 
hath  many  privileges  granted  to  them  by  the  king  of  Spain ,  and  is  gover¬ 
ned  by  Indians  {with  fubordinacion  to  the  Spanifh  government  of  Chiapa ) 
who  chufe  an  Indian  governor,  with  inferior  officers  to  rule  with  him. 
This  governor  hath  the  privilege  of  wearing  a  rapier  and  dagger,  and 
enjoys  many  liberties  which  other  Indians  are  denied.  Don  Philip  de 
Guzman  was  governor  of  it  in  my  time,  a  very  rich  Indian,  who  kept 
commonly  in  his  ftable  twelve  as  good  horfes  for  publick  fhew  as  the 
pYoudeft  Spaniard  of  them  all.  Nor  was  his  courage  inferior  to  his  often- 
-itetioh ;  for  in  defence  of  feme  pf  the  privileges  of  the  town,  he  fpent  a 
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irreat  fum  of  money  in  the  chancery  of  Guatemala,  and  having  overcom^ 

!*is  adverfaries,  he  caufed  fuch  a  feaft  to  be  made  in  the  town,  and  iuc 
jhews  upon  the  water,  as  would  have  made  no  defpicable  figure  in  the 
roam  of  Europe.  This  town  lies  upon  a  great  river,  whereto  belong 
many  boats  and  canoes,  in  which  Don  Guzman  made  bis  Indians  periorm 
many  notable  fea- fights  with  great  dexterity.  They  ereft  towers  and 
caftles  made  of  wood  and  painted  cloth,  which  they  befige  and  take  very 
regularly.  The  town  is  very  rich,  and  many  Indians  belonging  to  it, 
[trade  about  the  country,  as  the  Spaniards  do.  They  have  learned  molt 
t  hades  belonging  to  a  cojrmion-wealth,  and  follow  and  teach  the  lame  in 
their  town.  They  want  for  no  provifion  either  of  flefh  or  fifh  ;  having 
for  che  one  many  farms  abounding  with  cattle,  and  for  the  other  a  great 
river  abounding  in  fifn.  Here  the  Dominicans  bear  all  the  fway ,  ana  nave 
a  rich  and  (lately  church,  with  a  fubordinate  chapel  belonging  to  it.  I  he 
heat  is  fo  exceffive  here,  that  the  friars  wear  a  linnen  towel  about  tlicir 
necks  to  wipe  off  the  fweat  from  their  faces  ;  yet  the  evenings  are  frdlr 
and  cool,  which  are  generally  fpent  in  many  pleafant  and Jhady  walks  by 
the  river  fide.  Two  or  three  leagues  from  the  town  are  two  very  gieat 
fu par- farms,  one  belonging  to  the  cloiller  of  Dominicans  of  the  city,  of 
c'biapa,  the  other  to  the  cloifter  of  this  town,  uppn  which  are  about  aco 
negroes,  befides  many  Indians,  who  are  conilantly  employed  in  making 
fujar  for  all  the  country  about.  They  breed  here  a  great  many  mules, 
and  excellent  fine  hoi  les  for  all  kind  of  fei  vice.  The  town  of  Lbiqfa  of 
the  Indians,  wants  for  nothing  but  a  .more  temperate  climate,  and  cooler 
air.  Wheat  will  not  grow  there ;  but  for  the  Spaniards  and  iuen  as 
cannot  live  without  it,  ic  is  brought  from  Chiapa  of  the  Spaniards  :  due 
this  cannot  be  ctleemed  a  want,  becaufe  of  the  great  plenty  ol  main, 
tv  hick  every  town  yields  thereabouts,  and  which  is  now  more  uied  by  tha 
iSimitiafdsjand  friars  than  bread  of  w  heat. 

ui  non  .this  country  of  Chiapa  of  the  Indians  borders  the  province  or 
ttOf/K’s,  which  is  abfolutely  the  richefl  part  of  Chiapa.  The  towns  are  not 
very  large,  but  exceeding  rich  in  filk  and  cochineal,  whereor  the  latter 
is  held  tne  bell  in  America ;  and  the  llore  of  it  is  fo  great,  that  no  ppf 
province  comes  up  to  it.  Few  Indians  there  are,  who  have  not  1 

orchards  planted  with  the  trees  whereon  the  worms' grow  which  y  iwd 

that  rich  commodity.  There  is  great  llore  of  filk  in  this  country,  inipr 
much  that  the  Indians  employ  their  wives  in  working  of  it  in  many 
figures  and  colours,’  which  the  Spaniards  purchafe  and  lend  to  Spain .  it 
is  curious  to  fee  the  patterns  thele  Indians  make  of  filks,  which  migi.t 
ferve  as  famplers  for  ihe  neatell  ladies  in  Europe  to  work  by.  t  he  people 
of  this  province  o's  lctpaes  arc  fair  of  complexion,  witty  and  ingenious. 
This  country  in  Tome  parts  is  hot,  but  in  other  parts  it  is  very  colo 
There  grows  plenty  of  maiz  here,  but  no  wheat,  neither  is  the  flocks  of 

cattle  fo  great  as  about  Cbuija.  _  ,  .  . 

The  province  called  7.etd*ks  lieth  behind  this  o IZeques,  sno  joineth 
font  head  ward  to  fuch  Indians  as  have  not  as  yet  been  conquered  by  the 
Spaniards.  Thefe  often  make  invanons  upon  cite  Chrilhan  Indians,  burn 
their  towns,  and  carry  away  their  cattle.  I  he  thief  to v-  r>  ih  this  pro¬ 
vince  is  called  OciarinKo>  which  is  a  frontier  ngarnff  thoft  heathen?. 
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This  province  is  cfieetTied  rich  by  the  Indian t ,  abounding  in  cocoa,  of 
which  they  make  their  chocolate.  Here  is  alfo  plenty  o  f  hogs,  cattle, 

.  flteep,  , fowls,  turkies,  quails,  honey,  maiz,  ifc.  and  in  my  time,  there 
was  a  iugar  farm  eredling  near  Occocingo,  which -it  was  thought  would 
prove  as  beneficial  as  that  bear  Chsupsa,  •.  The  country  in  n; oil  parts, 
is  high  and. hilly  j  but  the  town  of ilands  jn  a  pkaianc  valley, 
maid  ft  many  brooks  2nd  ftreams  of  frefir  water,  .which  render  it  very 
fruitful,  where  the  friars  have  attempted  to  L-ty.  wheat  with 
.  fuvCeiij.  ujW  •  • 
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'The  authors  journey  from  Chiapa  to  Guatemala,  W//L*  difcription  of  the 
<P  ~»  yehtef  places  lit  his  way  to  that  &ovj$e?V>C*Sf™itW  J  .  * 

PIE  time  being  coiqe  that  I  was  to  leave  the  little  city  of  Cbiafa  f 
a"d  £°-g°  to  Guatemala,  I  took  leave  of  my  beft  friends,  whofe 
children  I  had  taught  ;  and  at  my  departure,  I  muft  confefe  J  found 
them  kind  and  bountiful;  but  above  all,  the  governor’s  lady  was  the 
molt  liberal  unto  me,  fending  me  many  boxes  of  aromatic  a!  chocolate, 
and  one  very  great  box  with  four  divifions  in  it,  in  each  of  winch 
we.e  dmerent  conferves,  befides  many  curious  bifkets  made  of  e-^s 
and  in  gar,  a  prefent  more  worthy  a  noble  perfon  than  a  poor  mendk 

handk  ^fcl  '  f^  S^°  ^Cnt  me  a  ^ozen  P*eces  of  eight  tied  up  in  a 

tr^>^  ?amre  t0  W2S  Tkoopixa,  fix  leagues  from  Chiata.  a 
g  eat  town  of  Indians.  In  this  town  the  church  is  the  mo  ft  con  fide  table 
building,  which  is  very  large  and  ftrong,  and  the  band  of  mufick  be- 
Oug.ng  to  it  moft  excellent.  1  he  vicar  or  curate  o!  thii  place  was 
n-a  filer  Martyr,  a  Creokan,  who  could  not -endure  the  prior  or, me, 
tnougn  he  knew  how  to  diffemble  a  complimenca)  -  friendlhip  exceed¬ 
ingly  well.  However-knowing  my  intereft  with  the  prior,  he  durft 
not  uie  me  ill,  but  gave  me  good  entertainment  whilft  I  remained  with 
urn,  w«  ich  was  but  two  days,  for  I  foon  grew  weary  of  his  compli- 
-  en,s.  The  third  day  I  took  my  leave  of  him,  and  he  conduced  me 
.to >LomtIan,-  whither  I  was  invited  by  the  prior  of  that  closer,  friar 
j^omss.  Kouotano,  a  frenchman,  who  being  a  ftrrmgpr  to  th t  Spaniards 
twe  two  being  the  only  rrriffionaries  in  that  country  of  aduange  nation) 
was  deurous  of  cultivating  an  intimate  friendlhip  with  me, "which  he 
^-gan  wit  meeting  me  hail  way  with  a  number  offvdsdis  on  horfebaclc, 
aV provided  a  jpacious  arbour  for  our  entertainment,  which  confided 
or  cnocoiate.and  other  refrefhments,  Friar  Peter  Martyr,  th z  Croatian 
v  as  not^a  little  chagrined  to  fee  me  fo  much  eiteemed  and  carefied  in 
n‘s  C0Jrury-  I  iraid  a  whole  week  at  Cvmitlau ,  riding  about  with  the 
prior  unto  the  Indian  towns  in  that  neighbourhood,  where  I  enjoyed 
muen  recreation  and  agreeable  amufements,  being  feafled  by  the  friars 
and after  thexountry  fafnion,  who  dejight  more  in  Epicurifm 
yiun  any  part  of  Europe  ;  and  the  Indians  have  mllructcd  the  Spaniards 
m  leveral  new  methods  of  drefling  their  viduals  to  compkat  their 
banquets  or  entertainments  in  a  curious  and  even  delicate  manner. /  ■ 
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After  the  week  was  ended,  my  friend,  th z  Trench  prior,  conduced 
me  tc y  Ix^uinttnati^o',  where  he  ordered  me  to  be  well  furnifhed  with 
firovifions  to  carry  me  over  the  mountains  of  Cucbttmat  lanes  This/ 

.town  ftandech  at  the  end  of  the  valley  of  Ctpanabaftla,  within  two 
leagues  of  the  aforefaid  mountains.  It  is  one  of  the  fineft  Indian 
towns  of  ail  the  province  of  Chiapas  and  very  rich,  by  reafon  of  the 
great  quantity  of  cotton  it  produces  and  alio  of  its  fituatioh,  lying  in 
tns  high  road  to  Guatemala,  fo  that  all  the  merchants  or  the  country, 
trading  with  their  mules  between  Cbiapa  and  Guatemala ,  travel  through 
this  town,  enriching  it  with  thsif  money  and  traftick.  It  is  plentifully 
stored  with  fruits,  efpecially  that  called  the  pine  apple.  It  is  fituated 
upon  a  great  deep  river,  which  runneth  to  Chigpa  or  the  Indians,  atid 
over  which  there  is  a  line  ferry  well  attenoed,  which  finds  ernplpymenj: 
night  and  day  by  the  great  number  of  mules,  fifty  or  fixty  in  a  drpv.p. 
When  the  prior  of  Comitlan  had  brought  me  hither,  we  were  waited 
upon  by  the  vicar  of  the  town,  and  the  principal  Indians.  '  This  vicar 
was  called  friar  biieronymo  de  Guevara,  little  in  flatore,  but  great  in. 
fiate,  pride,  and  vanity,  as  he  fhewed  by  the  grand  entertaiment  he 
made  for  us,  both  of  flefh  and  fifn.  This  man  was  a  fine  profeffor  or, 
yower  of  mendicancy,  who  in  twelve  years  that  he  had  lived  in  this 
town,  what  by  mumbling  of  mafies  tor  the  dead  and  the  living,  wha$ 
by  (hearing  and  fleecing  the  poor  Indians ,  what  by  trading  and  traffick¬ 
ing  with  the  merchants  who  ufed  that  road,  could  afford  to  fend  fix' 
thoufand  ducats  to  Spain,  to  the  court  of  Madrid,  fimonamally  t© 
iraffick  for  the  bifnoprick  of  Chiapa,  which  before  I  left  the  country, 
Jr  heard  he  had  obtained.  After  two  days  flatting,  the  prior  of  Ccmrt- 
ln„  and  this  vicar  joined  their  interdl.  and  authority  together  to  fee  me 
■well  furnifivea  with  Indians  to  condufl' me  to  the  fir  ft  town  of  the 
Cuchtmatkues.  A  mule  was  prepared  to  carry  my  bedding  (which  wc 
commonly  'had  fixed  in  cheits  of  leather,  called  Petuca’s)  another  Indian 
Was  appointed  to  carry  my  Petaquilia,  wherein  was  my  chocolate  and 
all  impliments  to  make  it  ;  four  more  Indians  were  to  ride  before  and 
behind  me  as  a  guard  and  guide  :  To  all  thefe  1  was  to  pay  nothing, 
except  to  give  them  a  cup  of  chocolate  if  i  drank  in  the  way,  or 
■when  I  came  to  my  journey’s  end. 

( took  rny  leave,  of  my  friend  the  prior,  and  aifo  of  the  vicar,  wh® 
told  me  I  mull  ejtped  no  f-.iendly  entertainment  until  I  had  palled  over 
the  Cucbumatlanes,  and  arrived  at  Sacapula ,  which  was  four  days  journey 
from  thence  :  Yet  he  told  me  I  might  demand  any  ferviceof  the  Indians, 
and  call  for  what  1  had  a  mind  to  eat,  without  paying  any  money  for  the 
fame,  only  writing  down  my  expences  in  the  common  town-book.  I 
was  then  ferried  over  the  river,  foirif  final  1  canoes  going  before  us  with 
the  chorifters  of  the  church  fi aging,  and  the  trumpets  founding.  Thus 
I  went  away  from  my  friend  fomewhat  heavy,  having  no  other  com¬ 
pany  but  unknown  Indians,  leaving  a  pleafant  arid  fruitful  valley  behind 
me.  and  having  no  profped  before  me  but  high  hills  and  fleep  moun¬ 
tains,  Now  I  began  to  tr-ifs  my  old  companions,  Melendez  and  the  reft, 
becaufe  we  were  a  comfort  to  each  other,  in  palling  over  the  dangerous 
mountains  cf  Maquilapa.  However  frightful  the  mountains  of  Cuthu- 
t  i  *  '*•  mat  lanes 
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thatlanes  might  look  at  a  dlftance,  yet  as  we  approached  near  them,  I 
found  there  wak  a  Way  beteen  them  which  we  might  pafs  without  dangcff 
or  much  difficulty,  and  that  there  were  little  towns  in  thefe  mountains 
where  I  could  reft  eVery  night. :  The  further  I  travelled,  the  more 
even  and  better  I  found  the  rokd  ;  only  1  was  a  little  incommoded  with 
rain  and  dirt,  which  could  not  be  avoided,  it  being  the  end  of  StpiimA 
tember,  which  is  there  the  breaking  up  of  winter.  The  firft  town  I  carte 
to  among!!  thefe  mountains,  was  St.  Martins,  a  little  place  of  about 
twenty  houfes.  I  went  to  the  houfe  of  the  Francifcan  friars,  where  f 
alighted,  and  called  for  the  Indians  who  give  attendance  to  traveller-! 
and  paffengers.  I  found  them  very  courteous  and  tradtable,  bidding  me 
welcome.  They  told  me  I  might  have  any  thing  for  my  fupper  the 
place  afforded,  and  I  made  choice  of  a  pullet.  I  was  glad  I  brought  with 
me  a  large  bottle  of  wine,  fori  began  to  feel  the  mountains  much  cool¬ 
er  than  the  valleys  ;  therefore  by  this  wine  I  found  great  refrefhment. 
My  bed  was  made  in  a  little  thatch’d  houfe,  and  Indian  boys  were  order¬ 
ed  to  deep  in  the  next  room  to  me,  if  I  wanted  any  thing  in  the  night. 
Thus''  having  appointed  the  Indians  who  were  to  attend  me  in  the  next 
day’s  journey,  and  diimifs’d  thofe  who  had  waited  on  me  from  Ixquin- 
tenango,  I  went  to  reft,  and  ilept  as  foundly  and  contentedly  as  if  had 
been  in  the  beft  of  company. 

The  next  day  being  attended  by  two  Indians  only,  having  fent  my 
carriage  by  another,  I  took  my  journey  to  the  next  town  called  L 'ucbu- 
Tnatlangranie,  becaufe  it  ftandeth  in  the  higheft  part  of  thefe  mountains. 
Tnis  town  is  fomewhat  bigger  than  St.  Martins  ;  here  I  was  entertained 
as  the'  night  before,  with  as  good  a  fupper  as  the  houfe  afforded,  and  the 
next  morning  there  was  nothing  to  pay,  only  writing  down  my  name 
in  the  town- book,  with  the  day  of  the  month,  and  what  I  had  expended. 
From  this  town  1  did  not  follow  the  diredt  road  to  the  next,  becaufb'l 
had  been  informed  at  Chiapa  of  a  ft  range  picture  of  our  lady,  which  Was 
amongft  thofe  mountains  in  a  little  town  of  Indians  called  Chian t la,  which 
not  being  above  a  league  out  of  my  way,  I  was  relolved  to  fee.  The 
road  was  very  bad,  neverthelefs  I  arrived  there  by  noon.  It  is  a  fmall 
t*iwn  belonging  to  the  Mercenarian  friars,  who  doubtlefs  would  not  be 
able  to  fubfift  in  fo  poor  a  place,  had  they  not  invented  this  loadftoneof 
6  picture  of  the  bieffed  virgin,  and  cried  it  up  for  a  miracle,  on  purpofe 
to  draw  people  far  and  near  to  pray  to  it,  -and  to  leave  their  gifts  and 
their  alms  behind  them,  for  prayers  and  maffes.  Such  a  mafs  of  treafure 
ahd  riches  hath  been  exhaufted  from  weak  illiterate  people,  and  hoarded 
up  in  this  town  by  the  friars,  that  they  have  been  enabled  to  build  a 
cloifter.  The  church  is  richly  furnilhed,  butefpecially  the  high  altar, 
Where  the  pidture  ftandeth  in  a  tabernacle  covered  with  half  a  dozen 
curtains  of  filk,  fattin,  cloth  of  gold,  with  borders  of  gold  lace,  wearing 
a  rich  crown  of  gold  befet  with  diamonds  and  other  precious  (tones : 
There  hang  before  it  at  lead  a  dozen  rich  lamps  of  filver,  and  in  the 
veftry  of  the  church  are  many  candlefticks  of  filver,  and  centers  to  burn 
ffankincenfe  before  it,  befides  rich  veftments,  ornaments  for  the  alrar,  and 
Hangings  for  the  whole  church.  I  was  welcomed  to  this  place  by  the 
friars,  and  my  head  was  filled  with. relations  of  many  ltran ge  miracles, 
~  or  lies,  which  they  related  to  me  of  that  pidture.  The 


The  Traveller.  79 

The  next  Jay  I  got  into  my  road  again,  and  came  to  the  laft  town  in 
the  mountains,  called  Cbautlan*  where  I  ilaid  all  that  day  and  night  ; 
from  thence  I  fent  a  letter  to  the  prior  of  Sacapula,  to  let  him  know,  that 
I  intended  to  be  there  the  next  day.  In  this  town  I  was  alfo  very  well 
entertained  by  the  Indians,  and  liked  the  town  the  better  for  the  excellent 
grapes  with  which  it  aboundeth,  not  planted  like  vineyards,  but  grow¬ 
ing  up  in  arbours,  which  demon  Urates,  that  if  thatJand  was  cultivate*! 

with  them,  it  would  certainly  yield  as  good  grapes  for  wine  as  any  in 
Spain.  They  are  carried  from  this  place  to  Guatemala,^ iftant  40  leagues, 
and  are  fold  about  the  ftreets  there  for  rarities  and  great  dainties  ;  and 
fitch  they  are;  for  from  Mexico  to  Guatemala ,  there  are  none  like  them. 

-  The  next  morning  I  was  in  hafte  to  be  gone,  that  I  might  the  looov.r 
reach  to  Sacapula,  where  I  was  to  find  fome  of  my  own  piofeffion,  with 
whom  I  knew  I  might  (lay  and  reft  a  whole  week  if  1  pleafed.  I  had 
not  rode  above  three  leagues  before  I  began  to  defeend  into  a  low  and 
pleafant  valley,  to  which  I  had  no  fooner  arrived,  but  I  found  in  a  fine 
arbour  by  a  river’s  fid®,  the  prior  of  Sacapula  waiting  for  me,  whofe 
name  was  John  de  la  C>u%.  I  was  furprized  to  behold  him  at  firjt,  for  he 
had  a  great  Tweaking  round  his  neck,  which  hung  over  his  ihoulder 
and  bread,  and  lifted  up  his  chin  and  head.  He  adored  me  that  this 
fweiiing  had  continued  upon  him  ten  years,  and  that  the  water  of  that 
riser  had  brought  it  upon  him,  and  many  more  inhabitants  in  the 
town.  He  was  a  Bi/cayan  born,  and  (like  fome  of  that  country)  no. 
over  burdened  with  wit  ;  but  he  was  a  kind-hearted  man,  and  affable, 
being  well-beloved  throughout  the  country,  both  by  Spaniards  and 
Indians.  When  I  came  to  the  town,  I  faw  feveral  perfons  with  {welling? 
around  their  throats  like  the  prior,  which  made  me  very  unwilling  to 
drink  any  chocolate  made  with  that  water,  or  to  eat  any  thing  dreffed 
>vith  it,  until  the  prior  told  me  it  would  not  affedt  all  alike,  but  only 
fome,  and  thole  chiefly  who  drank  it  cold:  Upon  which  I  refolved  to 
flay  there  four  or  five  days,  at  the  old  prior’s  importunity,  who 
earneftly  deflred  me  to  continue  with  him,  and  he  would  learn  me  the 
Indian  language  in  a  few  days.  But  higher  matters  calling  me  ,-tp 
Guatemala,  I  excufed  myfelf,  and  flayed  with  him  five  days  with  much 
recreation  :  Though  this  town  is  not  very  rich,  yet  fome  Indian 
merchants  live  in  it,  who  trade  about  the  country,  and  thereby 
rich  :  The  reft -of  the  people  trade  in  pots  and  pans,  which  they  make 
there  of  an  earth  fit  for  that  purpofe.  But  the  principal  merchandife 
of  this  place  is  fait,  which  they  gather  every  morning  from  the  ground 

that  lieth  near  the  river.  -T  vd  hwo}  aid?  nt  <W» 

From  Sacapula  I  went  to  a  town  called  St.  Andrews,  fix  or  leven 
leagues  from  Sacapula ,  a  large  place,  but  little  remarkable  in  it,  though 
there  are  feveral  fine  farms  of  cattle  round  about  it.  Nine  leagues 
further  brought  me  to  a  great  town  called  Zobajab,  and  in tlys 
journey  I  had  a  great  mountain  to  pafs :  in  the  morning  naving  re- 
frefhed  myfelf  with  chocolate,  I  fei  forward,  attended  by  Indent  ; 
we  had  not  gone  above  a  league,  before  .we  began  to  ,afcend  the 
mountain,  and  the  higher  we  mounted,  the  more  Jliccking  was ,  the 
fight,  occasioned  by  the  many  great  rocks  and  hideous  precipices, 
V  -  fome 
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fome  of  them  above  a  mile  to  the  bottom.  About  the  middle  of  the 
mountain,  the  Indians  ,of  Z ohajab  met  us,  with  a  mule  for  me,  and 
another  for  my  carriage.  Here  the  way  was  very  narrow,  and  a  fright¬ 
ful  precipice  on  one  fide  above  a  mile  to .  the  bottom.  1  was  very 
fearful  to  mount  my  frtlh  mule,  and  chofe  to  walk  on  foot;  but  the, 
Zobajah  Indians  affured  me  it  was  a  gentle  creature,  well  ufed  to  the. 
mountains,  and  that  there  was  no  danger.  By -thefe  perfwalions  [ 
mounted  the  mule,  which  I  had  ne  fooner  done,  but  (he. begun  to  kick 
and  frisk  about  in  fuch  a  manner,  that  down  both  we  went  tumbling 
over  and  over,  but  I  foon  got  hold  of  a  fhrub,  and  a. tree  ilopt  the 
mule,  with  not  much  more  damage  than  being  terribly  affrighted., 
The  Indians  feeing  the  danger  I  was  in,  and  my  happy  efcape,  cried 
out,  Milagro!  Milagro  !  a  miracle  /  a  miracle  /  and  Santo.1  Santo!  a 
faint!  a  faint !  and  all  the  while  they  were  helping  me  and  my.mule 
into  the  path  again,  they  conftantly  kept  faluting  me  with  the  term 
fanto.  I  told  them  I  was  no  faint,  and  that  there  was  nothing  more  in 
my  efcape  than  a  lucky  incident,  owing  to  the  trees  and  bullies  which, 
had  brqke  my  fall,  and  prevented  my  death.  I  was  very  angry 
with  them  for  placing  me  upon  fuch  a  fkittilh  creature,  thus  to  endanger, 
my  life.  But  all  my  rage  had  no  effect,  to  leffcn  the  conceit  they  had 
imbibed  of  my  holinefs  and  fandtity  ;  for  they  are  taught  that  the 
anger  and  wrath  of  the  priells  is  the  wrath  of  God,  cait  out  upon 
them  for  their  fms  ;  therefore  they  kneeled  down  and  killed  any  foot. 

I  endeavoured  to  perluade  them  that  I  was  a  frail  mortal  like  them  ; 
But  to  no  purpofe,  a  faint  I  mud  be,  and  a  faint  I  remained  in  their 
Opinion.  They  told  me  they  had  carelefsly  miilook  the  mules,  having 
(addled  for  me  the  young  frisky  mule,  which  Ihould  have  carried  my 
baggage.  Whil It  they  were  unloading  and  faddling  the  right  mule  for. 
me,  I  walked  about  a  mile  up  the  hill,  when  they  overtook  me,  and 
I  mounted  again,  riding  very  fafe  and  comfortably  ;  after  fome  time  l 
came  to  a  place  where  was  eredted  a  very  fine  arbour,  in  which 
waited  feveral  Indians ,  who  had  come  thither  from  Zobajah  to  meet 
me,  having  prepared  there  chocolate  and  other  refrelhments  for  my 
reception.  Among!!  thefe  it  was  prefently  rumoured,  that  I  was  a 
faint,  and  had  wrought  a  miracle  by  the  way  ;  upon  which  they  all 
kneeled  down  and  killed  my  foot.  It  was  in  vain  to  endeavour  to 
corrvhice  them  of  their  fimplicity  ;  for  the  more  unwilling  f  was  to 
accept  the  title,  the  more  they  prelfed  it  upon  me  ;  and  all  fbe  way 
we  went  ro  the  town,  nothing  was  talked  of  but  my  faudlity.  When 
I  arrived  at  Zobajah ,  I  acquainted  the  vicar  with  what  had  happened, 
and  of  the  fcblilh  conceit  of  the  Indians ;  at  which  he  laughed  heartily, 
and  faid,  that  if  1  llaid  long  in  town,  all  the  men  and  women  would 
come  to  offer  gifts  unto  me,  and  to  kifs  my  feet.  He  knew  well 
their  inclinations,  or  had  taught  them  this  fuperftition  ;  for  I  had 
fcarce  dined  before  a  number  of  people  were  gathered  together  about 
the  cloilter  to  fee  the  faint  that  was  come  to  town,  who  had  wrought 
a  miracle  in  the  mountain.  I  was  now  more  troubled  at  the  folly  of 
the  fimple  people  than  before,  and  defired  the  vicar  to  rebuke  them, 
which  he  would  by  no  means  condekend  to  do,  but  made  a  jell  of  k, 
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gelling  me,  it  was  great  policy  for  me  to  accept  of  this  canonization 
from  the  Indians ,  for  fo  long  as  we  could  poflefs  them  with  a  notion  that 
we  were  faints,  we  could  keep  them  in  fubmiflion,  and  do  what  we 
pleafed  with  them  ;  and  even  command  them  and  their  fortunes  at  our 
pleafure.  Upon  this  I  was  contented  to  go  down  with  the  vicar  to  the 
church,  and  fat  down  in  a  chair  in  the  choir,  reprefenting  the  perfori  of 
fuch  a  faint  as  they  imagined  me  to  be,  tho’  in  truth  but  a  poor  finrier. 
No  fooner  had  we  taken  our  places,  when  the  Indians ,  men,  women; 
and  children,  came  into  the  choir,  and  approaching  me,  they  kneeled 
down,  and  killing  ariy  feet,  they  defired  my  blefiing,  faying  their  towh. 
was  undoubtedly  happy  and  bleffed  by  my  coming  into  it,  and  that  they 
hoped  their  fouls  would  be  much  more  happy  if  they  could  obtain  my 
prayers  to  Heaven  for  them  ;  and  for  this  purpofe  they  made  their  of¬ 
ferings  of  money,  honey,  turkies,  and  other  fowls ;  eggs,  fruits,  arid 
mantles.  The  vicar  who  fat  by  me,  perceiving  thefe  offerings,  Was 
overjoy’d  ;  for  he  knew  I  was  obliged  to  purfue  my  journey,  and  would 
leave  them  all  to  him.  I  defired  him  to  l'peak  to  the  Indians  in  my  be¬ 
half,  and  to  excufe  my  addrefling  them,  becaufe  I  did  not  underftand 
their  language,  (though  the  fools  might  have  known,  that  had  I  been  a 
faint,  l  mult  have  had  the  gift  of  tongues)  which  he  did,  telling  thent, 
that  as  I  had  been  but  a  fhort  time  in  their  country,  I  did  not  perfectly 
underftand  their  language  ;  and  therefore  in  .my  name,  he  gave  them 
hearty  thanks  for  the  great  rfefpeft  they  had  fhewn  the  embaffador  of 
TJocl,  tvitneffed  by  fo  many  kinds  of  offerings,  which  would  affuredly 
-remind  both  him  and  me  of  them  and  their  families,  when  we  offered 
up  our  prayers,  to  recommend  them  all  to  the  .protection  of  Heaven. 
Thus  the  ceremony  ended,  the  Indians  were  difmifled,  and  the  vicar  arid 
Tretired  to  the  cloifter,  Where  he  began  to  tell  his  eggs  and  fowls,  and 
to  furvey  the  other  offerings  :  He  faid  he  would  take  them,  but  would 
allow  me  fomeching  for  them  at  my  departure  :  He  then  bid  me  wel¬ 
come,  telling  me  I  was  no  troublefome  gueft  to  him,  but  very  profit¬ 
able,  fnvr.e  I  had  not  Only  procured  provifion  for  rnyfeif  during  my  flay, 
But  for  him  many  days  after.  He  defired  me  to  keep  what  money  they 
had  given  me,,  which  amounted  to  forty  rials,  and  twenty  more  he  gave 
me  for  the  offerings,  which  were  worth  above  as  much  again.  lie  then 
entertained  me  with  a  very  elegant  fupper  :  And  all  this  I  got  by  a  fall 
fj-pm  a  mule,  and  not  breaking  my  neck.  I  was  very  defirous  of  de¬ 
parting  the  next  morning  ;  but  friar  "John  .Vidall,  j(fo  was  the  vicar 
named)  would  not  permit  it,  faying,  the  next  journey  was  at  Itaft  teri 
leagues,  and  therefore  I  fhould  reft  myfelf  that  day.  This  town  of  2a- 
bajah ,  is  the  large!!  and  fairell  of  all  the  towns  belonging  to  the  priory 
of  Sacapu/a, .  the  Indians  are  rich  in  cotton  mantles,  plenty  of  honey*,  and 
great  flocks  of  cattle  and  goats,  though  they  have  no  wheat,  but  Mai z 
fuflicient.  J  had  feme  fmail  cflerings  made  me  this  day  ;  but  nothing 
like  the  day  before  ;  and  therefore  I  told  the  vicar,  that  fince  I  found 
the  Indians  deletion  began  tp  decay,  I  would  travel  forward  early  in’  the 
morning.  This  .fright  the  chief  Indians  of  the  place  came  to  me,  arid  of¬ 
fered  tbejr  fervice  to  attend  me  in  my  journey,  but  1  refufed  to  accept  of 
their  offer,  telling  them,  I  would  not  give  them  the  trouble, 'oftly  defiring 
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three  of  the  meaner  fort  to  guide  me  along,  until  I  met  with  company 
from  the  next  town,  to  whom  I  had  fent  word  to  meet  me  on  the  road  ; 
which  was  readily  granted  me 

The  time  1  had  appointed  to  fet  out,  was  3  ’oclock  in  the  morning  ; 
which  hour  I  was  ready  ;  and  having  drank  my  chocolate,  I  found  the 
Indium  waiting  for  mein  the  yard,  with  lighted  pine  Ricks  in  their  hands, 
which  burned  like  torches,  and  with  which  they  ufed  to  travel  in  the 
night.  A  little  diftanee  from  the  Town,  we  met  with  rough  craggy 
ways,  w’nich  wanted  light  to  travel  with  fafety  ;  but  afterwards  we  had 
a  plain  champaign  country,  which  continued  about  half  way,  when  we 
met  with  a  keep  hill  to  defeend.  Here  we  met  other  Indians ,  who  had 
fet  out  from  their  town  at  midnight  to  meet  us,  (fuch  fubjediion  are  the 
Indians  under  to  the  commands  of  the  priefls)  and  here  they  had  made  a 
fire,  and  warmed  water  for  my  chocolate.  The  Indians  of  Z obajah, 
who  had  guided  me  hither,  acquainted  thole  who  were  come  from  St. 
Jtfartin's  to  receive  me,  that  1  had  performed  a  miracle  with  them,  and 
was  a  faint  ;  wifhing  them  to  reverence  and  refpedt  me.  After  1  had  rc- 
frefhed  myfelf  with  a  cup  of  chocolate,  I  travelled  forward  towards  the 
town  of  St  Martin's ,  where  I  arrived  about  noon.  This  town  lying 
high,  is  cold,  and  in  the  neighbourhood  they  raife  excellent  wheat  hey 
furnifh  Guatemala  with  quails,  partridges  and  rabbits,  and  have  the  belt 
honey  in  the  country.  It  is  the  fir  It  town  we  enter  into  under  the  govern¬ 
ment  of  Guatemala .  The  vicar  of  this  place,  named  friar  ‘Thomas  de  la 
Cruz,  belonged  to  the  Dojninican  cloifler  of  Guatemala ,  and  was  a 
Creolian ,  yec  he  entertained  me  very  kindly.  I  flayed  with  him  only 
that  night  ;  and  in  the  morning,  though  l  might  have  dined  in  Guate¬ 
mala,  I  went  fome  thing  out  of  my  way,  to  view  one  of  the  large!! 
towns  in  thofe  parts,  having  heard  of  many  curiofities  in  it  ;  this  town 
called  Ckimaltenungo,  and  Hands  in  a  valley  three  leagues  from  the  city 
of  Guatemala,  and  confilts  of  three  thoufand  houfekeepers,  rich  Indians , 
who  trade  about  the  country,  one  of  whom  had  beflowed  upon  the 
church  five  thoufand  ducats.  This  church  gives  place  to  none  in  the 
province  of  Guatemala  for  largnefs,  richnefs  and  beauty  ;  and  in  mufick-,  , 
it  exceeds  mod  in  the  country.  On  the  26th  day  of  July,  which  they 
call  St.  Anne's  day.  is  kept  annually  in  this  town  one  of  the  greateft  and 
fined  fairs  that  ever  my  eyes  beheld  in  thofe  parts,  for  merchants 
and  merchandise  ;  as  alfo  for  all  forts  of  fports  and  diverfions,  as 
bull  baiting,  horfe-racing,  ftage- plays,  mafquerades,  dances,  and  con¬ 
certs  in  mufick,  all  performed  by  th e  Indians  of  the  town.  The  vicar 
of  this  place  was  a  Dominican ,  belonging  to  the  cloiiter  of  Dominicans 
in  Guatemala .  his  name  friar  Alonzo  Hidalgo ,  and  a  very  old  man. 
He  was  a  Spaniard  born,  but  having  been  brought  up  in  this  country  j 
from  his  you'h,  and  having  taken  his  habit  and  vow  in  Guatemala , 
amongft  the  Greolians,  he  degenerated  from  his  birth  and  country,  and 
bore  great  hatred  to  the  natives  of  Spain.  He  was  alfo  a  deadly 
enemy  to  the  provincial',  becaufe  he  expelled  to  be  provincial  through 
the  favour  of  the  Greolians.  This  friar  1  foon  perceived  was  for  picking 
a  quarrel  with  me  whilit  I  was  with  him.  He  told  me  I  was  welcome,  , 
though  he  had  no  reafon  to  bid  any  perfon  welcome  who  was  come 
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from  Spain,  becaufe  he  had  rcafon  to  believe  they  came  with  defign  to 
fupplant  thofe  who  had  been  born  and  brought  up  in  their  own 
country;  and  that,  for  aught  he  knew,  I  myfelf,  by  endeavouring  to 
learn  the  Indian  language,  might  one  day  difpoffefs  him  of  that  lown, 
of  which  he  had  been  vicar  above  ten  years.  He  railed  much  againfl  the 
provincial  and  friar  ‘John  Baptijiy  the  prior  of  Chiapa ,  whom  ni  knew 
to  be  my  friends :  But  to  all  this  I  anfwered  not  a  word,  having  reipeft 
to  his  grave  old  age.  At  lull  he  told  me,  that  he  heard  lay,  that  the 
Indians  of  Zfl%a°had  cried  me  up  for  a  faint,  which  he  could  not 
believe  of  any  that  came  from  Spain,  much  lefs  of  me,  who  came  from 
England,  a  country  of  nereticks.  But  he  was  more  apt  to  believe,  that 
1  came  as  a  fpy,  to  view  the  riches  of  their  country,  and  to  betray  them 
to  England-,  and  that  in  Guatemala  there  were  many  rich  pieces,  par¬ 
ticularly  a  pidiure  of  our  lady,  and  a  lamp  in  the  c. oilier  of  tne  Domi¬ 
nicans ,  which  he  doubted  not  l  would  carefully  pry  into  :  1  anfwered 
him  merrily,  that  I  would  be  fure  to  take  notice  firftot  the  riches  of 
his  chamber,  for  pictures,  hangings  and  fine  cabinets  ;  and  that  if  the 
Englijh  came  inro  thefe  parts  in  any  reasonable  time,  I  would  conduft 
them  to  it.  He  foon  perceived  1  was  determined  to  turn  all  his  far- 
cafms  into  jeft  and  ridicule  and  therefore  he  faid  no  more  to  me  on  this 
head.  Dinner  beinn  over.  1  told  him,  l  fhould  not  flay  tofup  with  him, 
but  would  go  to  the  cloitler  in  G uatemala ,  and  therefore  defireo  he  would 
order  fome  of  his  Indians  to  guard  me  thither  ;  which  he  readily  granted-, 
fearing  perhaps  that  1  might  in  the  night  rifle  his  chamber  of  the 
rich  idols  and  ebony  cabinets.  I  he  Indians  being  ready,  I  took  my 
leave  of  this  murmuring  Dominican  friar,  and  let  out  for  Guatemala, 

I  paffed  through  a  large  town  of  Indians,  in  a  pleafant  valley,  which 
reacheth  almoft  to  Guatemala,  the  houfes  lying  fcattered  all  the  way, 
mixed  here  and  there  with  many  fine  feats  belonging  to  the  Spaniards, 
who  refort  thither  from  the  city  for  their  recreation.  This  town  is 
called  Xocotcnango,  on  account  of  a  fruit  or  plumb,  called  Xscotte,  which 
grows  there  and  in  that  neighbourhood  in  great  plenty.  It  is  frefh 
and  cooling,  and  of  a  yellow  colour  when  ripe  .  1  ney  ciop  Lorn  tne 
Trees  for  want  of  gathering,  and  the  ground  is  covered  with  them, 
and  the  Spaniards  feed  great  droves  of  Hogs  with  them,  efleeming 
them  for  that  ufe  much  better  than  acorns.  There  are  manv  fine 
gardens  in  this  town,  which  fupply  the  city  of  Guatemala  with  herbs, 
roots,  fruits  and  flowers  all  the  year.  There  are  alfo  m  this  town 
three  water-mills,  the  largeft  of  which  belonged  to  the  Dcmnttan 
friars  of  Guatemala ,  who  keep  a  friar  there  conflantly  to  overlee  the 
work,  and  three  or  four  Negroes  to  attend  the  mill,  do  covetous  a  e 
thefe  friars,  that  they  will  even  turn  dully  millers  to  get  rich.  J  he 
front  piece  of  the  church  of  this  town  is  efteemed  the  moil  curious 
piece  of  workmanfhip  in  thefe  parts,  and  the  high  altar  within  is  alio 
rich  and  ftately.  being  overlaid  with  gold.  I  made  no  flay  m  this  place, 
but  continued  roy  journey  to  Guatemala . 
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J  description  of  the  government ,  riches,  and  greatnefs  of  the  city  oft 
Guatemala,  with  the  territories  thereunto  belonging. 

I  HAD  not  rode  above  a  mile  from  the  church  of  Xo'cotenaxgo,  when 
I  left  behindjne  the  hills  and  mountains,  and  enter’d  into  afpacious 
plain.  By  the  great  fame  and  report  given  me  of  the  grandeur  of 
(Guatemala,  I  thought  to  have  feen  a  city  walled  and  fortified  to  keep, 
out  an  enemy  ;  fo  1  rode  on  until  I  paffed  by  a  new  built  church,  with 
fome  little  mean  houfes  on  one  fide,  and  dunghills  on  the  other,  f 
enquired  what  town  this  was,  and  was  told  it  was  the  city  of  Guate-', 
mala.  My  high  conceptions  of  the  place  foon  lowered,  and  I  rede  on, 
with  houfes  on  my  right  hand  and  dunghills  on  my  left,  until  I  enteied 
another  ftreet,  with  fome  better  houfes  on  both  Tides  the  way,  which 
began  to  look  like  a  city.  At  the  end  of  the  llrcet  i  di (covered  a 
ttatel.y  cloifter,  to  which  I  was  diredled.  I  went  to  the  back  gate,  and 
enquired  for  the  prior,  to  whom  I  delivered  my  credential  letters  ; 
when  he  had  read  them,  he  gave  me  a  kind  falutation,  and  a  hearty 
welcome;  alluring  me,  that  for  the  provincial’s  fake,  1  fnould  want  no. 
encouragement  ;  and  that  be  would  do  much  more  for  me  than  the 
provincial  had  recommended  to  him  in  his  letter  to  do.  He  told  me  | 
he  had  been  brought  up  in  Spain,  in  the  kingdom  of  AJiurias,  where 
many  Englijh  {hips  ufed  to  come,  by  which  means,  he  had  contradled  a 
great  familiarity  and  friendfhip  with  many  p.f  my  countrymen,  that  he 
loved  an  Engli/han,  and  that  as  I  was  one,  and  a  ftranger,  he  would 
fhew  me  all  the  favour  in  his  power.  It  was  a  great  comfort  to  me 
to  meet  with  fo  good  a  friend,  after  all  my  travels  and  fatigues.  He 
was  the  chief  mailer  and  reader  of. divinity  in  the  univerfity,  his  wine 
was  Dr.  J acintho  de  Cabannas.  He  finding  my  inclination  to  follow 
the  fchools,  and  efpecially  to  hear  from  him  fome  leffons  of  theology, 
within  the  firft  quarter  of  the  year  that  I  had  been  his  conilant  arid 
attentive  auditor,  graced  me  with  a  publick  adl  of  divinity,  which  t 
was  to  defend  under  his  dire&ion  and  moderation,  in  the  prefence  of 
the  whole  univerfity  and  affembly  of  dodtors  and  divines,  againft  the 
tenets  of  Scotus  and  Suarez.  But  the  principal  and  head  conclufioa 
was,  concerning  the  birth  of  the  virgin  Mary,  whom  both  yefuits, 
Francifcans,  Suarezijh,  and  Scoti/is,  hold  to  have  been  born  without 
original  fin,  or  any  guilt  or  llain  of  it.  Againft  thefe  foolilh  and  mif- 
grounded  notions,  I  maintained  by  feveral  lolutions  of  arguments,  that 
both  fhe  and  all  Adam's  pofterity  were  conceived  in  original  fin  ;  and  that 
they  who  dilbelieved  it,  could  not  believe  the  dobirine  either  of  the 
old  or  new  tellament.  A  publick  adt  of  this  kind  had  not  been  con¬ 
troverted  in  this  univerfity  for  many  years  before.  The  Jefuits  {lamped, 
clapt  their  hands,  railed,  and.  condemned  my  arguments  for  herefy  ; 
faying,  that  for  me,  to  hold  fuch  an  opinion,  who  had  my  birth  in 
England  among  hereticks,  was  no  wonder  ;  but  for  Dr.  Cobannus ,  born 
among  Spaniards,  brought  up  in  their  Univerfities,  a  publick  profeffor 
and  reader  of  divinity  amongft  them,  and  prior  of  the  cloifter  cf 
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Quattmnh,  to  countenance  and  fupport  luch  an  opinion,  they  could 
not  help  marvelling  at  it.  This  dodrine  was  fupported  by  me,  with 
fuch  folrd  argument?  in  this  publick  ad,  that  though  I  loft  my  intereft 
among  the  Jefuits,  I  fo  eftablifhed  my  credit'  with  Dr  Cabannas  and 
the  Dominicans,  that  I  was  ever  after  highly  efteemed  by  them,  and 
had  more  honours  and  preferments  conferred  upon  me,  during  t  e 
twelve  years  i  continued  with  them,  than  ever  any  granger  i«u  \v  10 
came  anionglt  the  Spaniards. 

At  the  enfuing  Michaelmas  a  new  reader  or  mafter  o.  arts  was  to  be 
appointed  for  the  univerfity,  to  begin  with  logtek,  continue  through 
the  eight  books  of  phyficks,  and  to  end  with  the  metaphy ficks.  J  wa* 
fecommended  by  Dr.  Cabannas  and  friar  John  Baptift,  the  prior  o 
Chiapas  to  the  provincial  and  whole  chapter  of  the  province,  or 
reader  of  arts  in  the  univerfity  of  Guatemala  :  And  their  iuit  was  to 
earn  eft,  and  their  intereft  Co  great,  that  I  was  eleded  without  oppoimon  ; 
and  they  brought  me  my  letters  patent  for  that  dignity,  figno-  o)  friar 
John  Xtmeno,  the  provincial.  This  honour  conferred  upon  me  a  itranger 
and  new-comer  into  the  province,  raifed  an  inveterate  hatred  a  gain  11  me 
amongii  the  Crtolian  party,  who  expeded  that  preferment  to  be  con. er¬ 
red  on  one  of  them.  However  it  made  me  the  more  eager  in  pur- 
fuic  of  learning,  I  therefore  frequented  the  academy  lefTons  with  more 
care  and  diligence,  and  fpent  day  and  night  in  iludy,  that  I  might 
gratify  the  e^pedattons  of  my  beft  friends.  I  continued  three  years 
in  mis  univertky  as  reader  of  arts,  during  which  time  [  avoided  the 
common  offices  of  the  convent,  fuch  as  often  preaching,  and  hearing 
the  confeflions  of  fuph  men-  and  women  as  reforted  for  that^  pur- 
pofe  to  the  church  of  the  cioifter.  Yet  my  good  friends.  Dr.  Caban- 
has  and  the  prior  of  Chapa,  were  often  very  importunate  with  me 
to  obtain  the  bi  (hop's-  licence  to  hear*  confeflions,  and  to  preach  abroad 
in  the  city  and  country  (for  in  the  church  of  the  cloiller  I  did 
foineti mes,  though  not  often,  preach  by  the  permifiion  of  the  p.o- 
vincial)  but  this  I  ttrongly  refufed,  until  the  provincial  came  to  Gua¬ 
temala ;  and  hearing  me  preach  before  hinuhe  was  fo  well  pleafed  with 
the  difeourfe,  that  he  would  by  all  means  ha.ve  me  further  licenced  and 
authorifed  by  the  bifhop,  that  1  might  not  be  confined  witnin  the  limits 
of  the  cioifter,  but  might  freely  preach  abroad  in  other  churches,  where¬ 
by  I  might  get  money  fufficient  to  furnifh  me  with  books.  He 
therefore  ordered  me  to  be  examined  by  five  able  divines  for  three 
hours  (as  is  the  cuftom  of  the  order)  and  having  obtained  their  appro¬ 
bation,  he  prefented  me  to  the  bifhop  for  a  licence.  The  bifhop 
being  my  great  friend,  made  no  hefitation  to  gratify  the  provincials 
requeft,  and  granted  me  his  licence  in  the  following  words. 

“  We,  "John  de  Sandoval y  Capata,  mafter  and  lord  friar^  by  divine 
11  grace,  bifhop  of  Guatemala  and  Vera  Paz ,  and  one  of  his  rnajefty  s 
«<  council,  by  tbefe  prefents  grant  licence  to  father  friar  Thomas  of  St. 
4<  Marys  (fo  was  my  name  then)  of  the  order  of  preachers,  that  through- 
“  out  ail  our  bifhoprick  he  may  and  do  preach  the  word  of  God, 
“  and  that  he  may  and  do  adminifter  the  holy  facrament  of  penance 
generally  to  ail  perfons,  who  lhall  have  devotion  to  confefs  to  him, 
*  J  r  \  “  (Nuns 
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“  (N***  excepted)  and  that  he  may  and  do  abfolve  all  perfons  who 
“  fha!l  confels  with  him,  from  all  their  fin?,  crimes,  and  exceffes, 
“  excepting  fuch  cafes  as  are  referved  to  his  holinefs,  and  to  us  by  canon 
"  right.  Dated  in  the  city  of  St.  James  of  Guatemala ,  this  4th  day. 
*'  December ,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord,  1629. 

“  By  command  of  '  Signed, 

my  mofi  illujlnous  lord.  John,  Bijhop  <>/ Guatemala.” 

Peter  Ramirez  de  Valdes,  Secretary. 

The  reafon  why  the  bifhop  excepted  nuns  in  this  licence  was,  bec3ufe 
there  was  at  this  time  in  the  doifler  of  Guatemala,  a  mm  called  Donna 
Juanna  de  Maldonado y  Paz,  daughter  of  one  of  the  fix  judges  in  chan¬ 
cery.  *1  his  nun  the  bifhop  dearly  loved,  and  was  often  fecretly  with 
her  in  the  cloifter :  T  hefe  private  conferences  he  was  jealous  might  be 
known  in  confeffion,  and  therefore  would  ft.fFer  none  to  hear  the  con- 
feffions  of  the  nuns,  but  fuch  as  were  his  molt  intimate  friends,  and  in 
whom  he  placed  an  intire  confidence  ;  alledging  this  reafon,  that  fuch 
as  hear  the  confeflions  of  the  nuns,  ought  to  be  learned  divines,  and  re¬ 
verenced  for  their  age,  experience,  and  wifdom  ;  for  that  there  were 
more  difficult  cafes  of  conicience  in  nuns  confeflions  than  in  others;  by 
which  this  bifhop  would  infinuate,  that  there  W'ere  more  grievous  fins 
committed  within  the  facred  walls  of  a  nunnery  than  in  the  wide  world, 
for  which  it  would  puzzle  the  moll  learned  priert  to  grant  a  diipenfation 
or  abfolution. 

With  this  full  and  ample  commiffion,  to  read,  preach,  confefs,  and 
abfolve,  I  was  inverted  by  the  bifhop  and  the  provincial  ;  and  in  t liis 
fiation  1  might  have  remained  during  the  courfe  of  my  life,  in  the  city 
of  Guatemala  ;  but  l  lived  there  but  three  years  and  a  half,  for  reafor.a 
I  fhall  (hew  hereafter. 

T  he  city  of  Guatemala,  (called  by  the  Spaniards  Santiago  or  St .  James 
of  Guatemala)  is  feated  in  a  valley  not  above  two  miles  and  a  half  broad, 
but  in  length,  extending  to  the  South-Sea,  which  lieth  about  twelve 
leagues  from  it.  Jt  is  environ’d  with  two  very  high  mountains,  the  one 
is  a  volcanoe  or  mountain  of  fire,  at  the  top  whereof  is  a  wide  opening, 
out  of  which,  not  many  years  ago,  it  threw  fuch  a  quantity  of  afhes,  as 
filled  the  country  round  about,  and  even  reached  the  city  itfelf,  and  de- 
flroy  d  all  the  plants  and  fruits  of  the  earth  ;  it  alfocaft  up  into  the  air, 
ftones  bigger  than  a  common  houfe,  many  of  which  fell  near  Guatemala, 
and  are  to  be  feen  there  to  this  day.  not  being  poffible  to  be  removed, 
either  by  the  art  of  man  or  llrength  of  hearts.  The  flame  arifing  from 
the  volcanoe  is  fometimes  more  and  fometimes  Ids.  At  one  time  whilft 
I  lived  in  the  city,  the  flame  was  fo  great  for  three  or  four  days  and 
nights;  that.  Dr.  Cabannas  confidently  declared  to  me  and  others,  that 
in  the  night,  (landing  at  his  window,  he  plainly  read  a  letter  by  the 
light  of  it,  tiie  dirtance  being  above  three  Englifh  miles.  The  roaring 
of  this  mountain  is  greater  in  lummer  than  in  winter  ;  for  the  winds 
then  entering  the  concavities  of  the  earth,  blow  up  the  fire  to  a  greater 
hercenefs,  which  caufes  the  mountain  to  make  a  terrible  noife,  and  the 
earth  to  (hake.  About  three  years  before  my  arrival  there,  the  inhabi¬ 
tants  expeflcd  nothing  but  ruin  and  deftru&ion ;  the  earthquakes  c.on- 
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bnmtig  and  increaSng  for  nine  days  together,  infomach  that  they  durft 
rot  flay  in  their  houfes,  but  made  thtmfelves  aibours  and  tents  in  the 
fields! '  They  placed  their  idol  faints  and  images  in  the  market-place, 
more  efpecially  their  patron  St.  Sekajtian ,  whom  they  hoped  would  delN 
-ver  them  from  the  threatning  danger  ;  and  for  this  purpoie  during  the 
jnine  days  bellowing  and  (baking  of  the  mountain  and  the  earth,  they  car¬ 
ried  him  about  the  ilreets  in  folemn  proceffion,  and  idolatrous  adoration. 
Thefe  phenomenon  at  firft  were  very  (hocking  to  me,  but  grew  fo  cullo- 
Imary  and  habitual,  by  my  long  abode  here,  that  I  feemed  not  to  regard 
them,  but  efteemed  Guatemala  the  beahhieft  and  m  o  ft  plea  fan  t  place  to 
dwell  in  of  any  I  had  met  with  in  all  my  travels.  The  climate  is  very 
temperate,  far  exceeding  either  Mexico  or  Guaxaca .  Neither  are  the 
markets  of  thefe  two  cities  better  fupplied  with  beef,  mutton,  veal, 
kids,  rabbits,  phefefants,  partridges,  quails,  turkies,  and  fowls  of  all 
i  forts,  as  well  as  herbs  and  fruits.  For  plenty  of  beef  it  exceeds  all  parts 
of  America,  without  exception,  as  appears  plainly  by  the  great  number 
of  hides  annually  Cent  to  Spain  from  the  province  of  Guatemala.  And 
beef  was  (o  cheap,  that  it  feems  to  me  it  was  fold  thirteen  pounds  for  half 
a  Rial,  or  three  pence  Sterling.  And  (or  fifh,  the  South  Sea,  the  many 
frefh  rivers  upon  that  coall,  and  the  neighbouring  lakes,  fuppJy  them 
I  plentifully.  Through  all  the  country  there  are  many  great  and  famous 
farms  for  breeding  and  grazing:  and  the  marihes  bordering  upon  the 
South-Sea,  are  fo  great  and  extenfive.  that  the  number  of  cattle  feeding 
j  thereon  was  furprifing  ;  infomuch  that  one  grafter  affured  me,  he  had  ac 
that  time  forty  thou(and  head  of  cattle  grahng  upon  his  farm  great  and 
fmall.  I  happen’d  to  be  at  a  fair  in  the  town  of  Petapa,  with  a  friend 
cf  mine,  one  Lopez  de  (..halves,  a  proveditor,  for  fix  or  feven  towns  ia 
that  neighbourhood,  who  bought  of  one  man  fix  thoufand  nead  ofcattic, 
for  which  he  paid  one  with  another,  eighteen  Rials,  or  nine  (hillings  a 
head,  which  is  two  thoufand  i'evea  hundred  pounds  (lerling  for  the 
whole. 

The  manner  cf  fupplying  the  city  of  Guatemala,  and  the  adjacent 
towns,  with  frefh  meat,  is  thus :  Proclamation  is  made  nine  days  to¬ 
gether  before  Michaelmas,  for  an  obligado  to  come  in,  or  a  pufoti 
who  will  be  bound  to  provide  frefh  meat  for  the  year  enfuing  ;  and  he 
who  on  Michaelmas  day  hath  offered  to  do  it  at  the  cheapeft  rate,  is  the 
|  obligado.  And  every  family  is  obliged  weekly  to  deliver  unto  him  or 
his  (ubftitutes,  an  eftimate  of  the  frefii  meat  they  (hall  want  for  that  week, 
and  he  is  bound  to  fuppiy  them  agreeable  to  that  eftimate  ;  if  he  fails 
in  beef,  he  is  to  fuppiy  them  with  mutton  at  the  fame  price,  or  veal  ; 
if  he  fails  in  mutton  and  veal,  he  is  to  fuppiy  them  with  any  kind  of 
fowls  at  the  fame  price.  And  all  this  he  enters  into  an  obligation  to  per¬ 
form,  with  fecurity  to  the  king,  in  a  certain  fum  of  money  agreed  up¬ 
on  by  the  court.  So  that  there  are  no  butchers  allow’d  in  the(e  parts, 
only  fuch  as  work  under  this  one  obligaoo,  who  is  obliged  to  fell  fo 
many'pounds  of  meat  for  fo  much  money,  and  if  any  other  offers  to 
kill  or  fell  any  meat,  he  may  bring  and  maintain  an  afiion  againit  him 
for  damages.  Tho’  mutton  be  not  fo  plentiful  as  beef  in  this  province; 
vet  they  are  fupplied  from  Pi/tola,  Petapa,  /Imatitlan  ;  the  marfhes  on 
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the  South-Sea,  and  the  valley  of  Mixco  ;  in  which  laft  place  I  have  lived, 
and  was  well  acquainted  with  one  Alonzo  Capata,  who  had  conflantly 
Four  thoufand  iheep  running  in  that  valley.  Guatemala  is  therefore  ftor- 
ed  with  fo  great  a  quantity  of  good  provifion,  that  it  is  rarity  to  find  a 
■beggar  in  it  ;  for  a  poor  man,  for  half  a  Rial,  or  three  pence,  may  buy 
meat  enough  to  ferve  him  a  week,  and  for  a  few  cocoa’s,  may  buy  a3 
much  bread  of  Indian  corn  as  he  can  eat  in  the  fame  time. 

This  city  confiits  of  about  five  thoufand  families,  belides  a  fuburb  of 
Indians,  making  two  hundred  familes.  The  finefl:  and  richefl  part  of 
the  city,  is  that  where  the  doilfer  of  St.  Dvminick  is  eredied.  .For 
b  re  arc  the  beft  fhops,  and  the  mod  (lately  buildings,  with  a  market 
every  day.  As  to  the  richnefs  of  it,  this  city  yields  to  none  :  In  my 
time  there  were  merchants  elleeffied  worth  forty,  fifty,  and  fome  few 
a  hundred  thoufand  ducats  a  piece.  There  were  five  merchants,  efteem- 
■ed  to  be  of  etjual  worth,  which  was  'five  hundred  thoufand  ducats 
each  :  The  firlt  was  ‘ Thomas  de  Siliezer,  a  Bifcayan  born,  and  the  King’s 
high  juftice,  or  chief  officer  at  court  v  The  fecohd  was  Antonio  JujUniano ; 
2  Gencef'e  born,  and  one  that  had  many  houfes  and  tenements,  both 
in  the  city  2nd  country,  befides  a  great  and  rich  farm  for  wheat, 
corn,  and  flock  in  the  fruitful  valley  o \  Mixco  :  The  third  was  Ped>o  de 
Lira,  born  in  Cafiile  :  The  fourth  and  fifth  Antonio  Fernandez  and  Bar¬ 
tholomew  Nunez,  both  Portuguette.  Xhefe  had  thus  prodigioufly  enriched 
tbemfelves  -by  following  merchandize  and  other  bufinefsin  this  part  of 
the  new  world  and  fhew  the  great  wealth  and  trade  of  this  rich  city 
Of  Guatemala .  The  governors  of  all  the  provinces  round  about,  as 
Honduras,  Soconufco,  Camay aga-,  Nicaragua,  Ccftarica,  Vera  Baz,  and 
Cbiapa,  are  fu-bord'inate  to  the  chancery  of  Guatemala.  For  tho’  every 
governor  over  thefe  feveral  provinces  is  appointed  by  the  king  and  coun- 
til  of  Spain,  yet  when  they  come  to  take  upon  them  the  charge  and 
fcxecution  of  their  office*  their  adlionss  if  arbitrary  aod  unjuft,  are  ad¬ 
judged  and  cenfured  by  the  court  of  chancery  held  in  this  city,  which 
eonMeth  of  a  prefident,  two  chief  juflices, 6  judges  and  a  king’s  attorney; 
The  prefident,  though  he  hath  not  the  name  of  viceroy,  as  in  Mexico 
and  Peru,  yet  his  power  is  as  great  and  abfolute  as  theirs.  His  falary  from 
the  king  is  but  1 2, oco  ducats  a  year  ;  yet  if  he  be  covetous,  he  may 
snake  twice  as  much  more,  nay,  even  what  he  pleafes  ;  as  was  demon¬ 
strable  by  the  count  de  la  Gomera,  lately  prefident  here,  for  the  fpace 
fcf  14  years,  who  In  his  old  age  retired  to  the  Canaries ,  and  carried  off 
with  him  millions  of  ducats.  The  falary  which'  the  king  alloweth  to 
every  judge  in  this  court  of  chancery  is  4000  ducats,  and  3000  to  his 
attorney  ;  all  which  is  paid  out  of  the  king’s  exchequer  at  Guatemala  ; 
befides  what  they  get  by  bribes,  trading,  &c.  which  is  fo  much,  that  I 
have  heard  Don  Lewis  de  las  Infantas,  fay,  that  though  a  judge’s  place 
at  Mexico  and  Lima  is  much  more  honourable,  yet  it  is  not  more  profi¬ 
table  than  Guatamala.  They  try  murders,  rapes,  robberies,  and  all 
forts  of  crimes  ;  and  when  it  was  expedted  offenders  would  be  hanged, 
banifhed,  or  5mprifoned,  bribes  cleared  all,  fo  that  I  never  knew  aft 
execution  in  that  city  for  above  eight  years. 
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Though  the  churches  are  not  fo  fair  and  rich  as  thofe  of  Mexico » 
yet  they  are  wealthy  enough.  There' is  but  one  parilh  church  and  a 
cathedral  belonging  to  the  city.  All  the  other  churches  belong  to  the 
cloilters,  which  are-  Dominicans,  Francifcans ,  Mercenarians,,  Augujsines , 
aud  Jejuits  ;  and  two  of  NunSi  called  the  Conception  and  St.  Catherine. 

Rut  the  cloilter  of  the  Dominicans  exceeds  them. all  for  the  ftateiineis  of 
the  buildings,  in  which  is  the  univerfity,  where  1  was  fituated.  The 
revenues  of  this  cloilter  amount  yearly  to  thirty  thoufand  ducats.  Be- 
fides  which,  in  the  church  there  is  a  lamp  of  ftlver  hanging  before  the 
high  altar,  fo  heavy,  that  it  required  the  llrength  of  three  men  to  draw 
it  up  ;  as-alfo  a  pidture  of  the  Virgin  Mary  of  pure  ftlver,  and  of  the 
full  proportion  of  a  tall  lujty  woman,  which  is  placed  in  a  tabernacle 
made  on  purpofe  for  it,  with  at  leatl  a  dozen  fuver  lamps  burning 
before  it.  A  hundred  thoufand  ducats  would  not  balance  the  treafure 
belonging  to  this  church  and  cloiller.  And  within  the  walls  there  is 
nothing  wanting  which  may  afford  pleafure  and  recreation.  There  is 
a- fpacious  garden,  with  the  fountain  in  a  middle  of  it,  which  throws 
water  into  cwo  adjacent  ponds,  by  at  lead  a  dozen  fpouts.  1  here  are 
two  other  gardens  for  herbs  and  fruits,  in  one  of  which  is  a  fine  canal 
a  quarter  of  a  mile  in  length,  paved  at  the  bottom,  and  a  low  done 
wall  around  the  fame.  Here  the  friars  keep  a  pleafure  boat,  and  this 
o-.nal  abounds  with  feveral  forts  of  finefifh;  fo  that  whenever  they 
ple.de  they  take  enough  to  ferve  the  whole  cloilter  for  dinner. 

Next  to  the  cloilter  of  Dominicans  is  that  of  Nuns ,  called  the  Conception ; 
in  which  (when  1  was  there)  were  above  a  thoufand  women,  not  all 
Nuns,  but  lervant  maids  or  Haves  and  young  children,  which  were 
taught  to  work  by  the  nuns.  The  nuns  who  are  profefled,  bring  with 
them  their  portions,  five  hundred  ducats  at  lead,  fome  fix  or  ieven.  fome 
a  thoufand  ;  all  which  go  to  the  clojlter  at  their  deceaie  ;  fo  that 
by  this  means  this  nunnery  is  very  rich.  In  this  cloider  lived 
Donna  Juana  de  Maldonado,  judge  Juan  de  Maldonado  y  Mass's  daughter, 
before  fpoken  of,  who  was  to  great  a  favourite  of  the  biloop  s. 
Bhe  was  very  fair  and  beautiful  ;  and  the  bifhop  was  fo  enamoured, 
that  he  endeavoured  all  in  .  his  power  to  maxe  her  abbels,  thr»  fhc 
was  icarce  twenty  years  of  age,  which  cauled  a  great  diduibance 
a-mongd  the  ancient  nuns  within  the  walls,  as  well  as  an  lnlurrc&ion 
and  mutiny  amongd  the  merchants  and  gentlemen  without,  who  had 
daughters  there.  Thele  lad  ran  with  their  (words  drawn  to  (he  cloilter,- 
and  threatened  to  br$ak  in  amongll  the  nuns,  to  detenu  their  oaugnters 
againd  the  powerful  ladlion  which  the  bifhop  nad  formed  in  favour 
of  this  young  lady  being  abbels.  And  they  wouid  certainly  have 
violated  the  nunnery,  if  the  prefident  had  not  ftnc  the  young  nuns 
to  dilluade  her,  upon  account  of  her  youth,  from  entertaining  any 
fuch  ambitious  thoughts.  Thus  the  ditturbance  ceaied  both  within 
the  walls  and  without,  to  the  dilgrace  as  well  as  dilappointment  of 
the  bidiop,-  and  the  tuition  of  the  nuns  continued  under  the  old 
abbefs,  a  grave,  able  and  religious  matron.  It  mult  be  confcfTed,  that 
this  young,  lady  was  the  admiration  of  the  whole  cloider  for  ner 

excellent  voice  and  fkili  in  rnuCek,  her  carriage  and  education, 

jyj  which 
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which  the  bifhop  Laid  moved  him  fo  much  to  delight  in  her  com¬ 
pany  and  converfation.  Her  father  thought  nothing  too  good  or 
too  rich  for  her,  being  an  only  child.  The  bilhop  bellowed  all  his 
income  upon  her,  for  dying  wnilft  I  was  there,  he  left  not  where- 
withal  to  pay  his  debts.  Infomuch  that  Donna  Juana  was  grown 
lo  wealthy,  that  at  her  own  expence  (he  built  an  apartment  for 
herleif  within  the  cloilter,  with  fine  galleries  and  a  private  garden 
to.  walk  in,  and  kept  half  a  dozen  maids  to  wait  upon  her.  She 
alfo  ere&ed  a  private  chapel  to  pray  in,  in  which  was  an  altar 
adorned  with  filver  candiefticks,  crowns,  and  lamps,  and  covered 
with  a  canopy  embroider’d  with  jewels  and  gold.  In  this  chapel 
(he  had  alfo  a.fmall  organ  and  many  forts  of  mufical  inftruments, 
with  which  ihe  ufed  to  entertain  her  beloved  biihop.  Thus  ambition 
and  luxury  creep  into  the  walls  of  a  cloifter,  and  poffefs  the  hearts 
of  nuns,  who  ought  by  their  profeflion  to  be  humble,  poor,  and 
mortify ’d  virgins.  Nor  is  the  city  lefs  vicious  than  the  cloifters, 
where  not  only  idolatry,  but  iornication  and  uncleannefs  is  publickly 
pradtifed. 

All  the  coaft  adjoining  to  Guatemala ,  efpecially  about  a  town 
called  Izquinta',  is  actually  the  richefl:  part  of  the  country;  for  ther# 
is  made  the  greateft  part  of  the  indigo  which  is  fent  from  Hon¬ 
duras  to  Spain,  befides  the  mighty  farms  of  cattle  which  are  along 
that  marlh.  Hut  tho’  the  living  there  be  profitable,  and  the  foil  rich, 
yet  it  is  very  uncomfortable,  by  reafon  of  the  prodigious  heat, 
thunder,  and  lightning,  efpecially  ’  from  May  to  Michaelmas.  This 
rich  country  runs  along  the  fea  fide  to  the  village  ®f  Trinidad,  which 
(tliough  fomewhat  dangerous)  is  a  haven  for  fhips  from  Panama, 
Peru,  and  Mexico.  The  whole  coaft  hath  neither  fort,  cafiie,  or 
fortification  to  fecure  it  from  an  enemy.  The  merchants  effedts  are 
brought  to  the  (ea-port,  and  there  ftored  in  an  old  ruinated  caftle, 
called  St.  Thomas  de  Caftilia.  Here  perhaps  they  lie  two  or  three 
months,  waiting  for  the  (hips  to  come  in ;  and  all  'the  guard 
(et  over  them,  is  two  or  three  Indians  and  as  many  Malatcoes. 

1  have  often  heard  the  Spaniards  jelling  and  laughing  at  the  Englijb 
and  Hollanders,  who  would  often  come  into  the  gulph  of  Guate¬ 
mala,  and  go  out  again,  without  making  any  attempt  upon  the 
land,  where  there  lay  fo  much  rich  merchandife.  But  whilft  X 
lived  there,  the  Hollanders  fet  upon  Truxilla,  Comayagua,  and  Honduras, 
and  took  it  ;  the  people  flying  to  the  woods,  trufting  more  to  their 
feet  than  to  their  hands,  fuch  cowards  is  all  that  country  full  of. 
But  the  Dutch  .inftead  of  improving  their  acquifition,  and  proceeding 
to  Guatemala,  where  they  would  have  met  with  no  refinance,  lefe 
Truxilla,  contenting  themfelves  with  a  fmall  pillage.  On  this  occa- 
fion  the  Spaniards  made  great  rejoicings  and  proceffions  of  thankf- 
giving  for  their  fife  deliverance  out  of  the  hands  of  their  enemies. 

The  chief  danger  in  travelling  from  the  fea-port  to  Guatemala  is 
among  the  mountains,  which  are  infefled  by  fome  hundred  Black-, 
moors,  who  have  fled  from  their  mailers,  and  lurk  about  thefe 
mountains;  where  they  live,  bring  forth  children,  and  increafe  daily  ; 

infomuch 
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infomuch  that  all  the  power  of  Guatemala ,  and  the  country  adjacent 
(tho’  they  often  attempted  it)  are  not  able  to  bring  them  under 
fubjeilion.  Thefe  often  fet  upon  the  mules,  and  rob  them  of  what- 
foever  neceflaries  they  want,  as  wine,  cloathing,  weapons,  &c.  with¬ 
out  doing  any  harm  to  the  people  that  attend  them.  1  heir  arms 
are  bows  and  arrows,  which  they  always  carry  about  them,  to  defend 
themfelves  if  the  Spaniards  attack  them,  o'herwife  t  they  molcft  no 
travellers  who  do  not  give  them  any  difturbance.  They  fay  the  reafon 
of  their  flying  to  thefe  mountains  upon  the  coaft,  is  to  be  ready  to 
join  the  Englijh  and  Hollanders  whenever  they  they  fliall  happen  to 
land  there,  who  thdy  know  will  give  them  their- liberty,  which  they 
can  never  hope  to  enjoy  from  the  Spaniards. 

About  fifteen  leagues  from  Guatemala  is  a  great  town  of  Indians 
called  Aracabajllan,  handing  upon  a  river,  in  which  are  the  fineft 
fifh  in  the  world,  called  T epemeehitn ,  a  kind  of  trout,  the  fat  whereof 
refembles  veal  more  than  fifh.  This  town  is  governed  by  a  Spaniard, 
who  is  called  a  corrigidor.  His  power  extendeth  no  further  than 
•to  the  gulph  and  thofe  towns  in  the  way.  This  Governor  bath 
often  attempted  to  fubduc  the  Blackmoors,  but  could  never  effeft  it. 
Amongft  thefe  mountains  the  Spaniards  found  mines  which  produced 
a  red  metal,  but  they  finding  it  to  be  iron  and  copper  only,  were 
too  lazy  to  work  them.  They  loft  however,  the  difeovery  of  a 
more  precious  metal  than  either  iron  or  copper,  by  their  cruelty  to 
the  Indians.  For  between  this  town  of  Aracabajllan  and  Guatemala , 
there  is  a  river  Called  el  Aque  Calente,  out  of  which  the  Indians  uled 
to  gather  fu,ch  ftore  of  gold,  that  they  paid  their  annual  tribute 
with  it  to  Spain.  Whereupon  thefe  Spaniards,  like  thofe  of  V aldi-uia 
in  Chili,  too  greedy  after  it,  tortured  the  Indians  fo  grieveufly, 
becaufe  they  would  not  difeover  where  this  gold  lay,  that  in  the 
end  they  loft  both  the  treafure  and  the  Indians.  Yet  to  this  day 
fearch  is  made  about  the  mountains,  the  rivers,  and  the  fands  for 
this  hidden  treafure,  which  peradventure,  by  the  order  and  appoint¬ 
ment  of  heaven,  doth  and  will  lie  hid,  a  id  be  kept  lor  a  people 
more  honouring  their  God-. 

At  this  place  called  el  Aque  Calente,  or  the  hot  water,  liveth  a  Black- 
moor,  upon  a  farm  of  his  own,  who  is  very  rich,  and  gives  good 
entertainment  to  all  travellers  who  pafs  that  way.  He  hath  a  great 
flock  of  cattle,  fheep,  and  furnifhes  Guatemala  with  the  mod  and  belt 
cheefe  of  any  farmer  in  the  country.  It  is  thought  his  riches  do 
not  jo  much  iricreafe  from  the  produce  of  his  farm,  as  from  this 
hidden  treafure,  which  he  is  fufpedled  to  know  of.  He  hath  been 
often  queftioned  about  this  fccret  in  the  chancery  of  Guatemala, 
the  knowledge  whereof  he  hath  as  often  pofltively  denied^  The 
occaflon  of  this  jealoufy  and  lufpicion  was,  that  having  been  a  Have, 
he  bought  his  freedom  with  great  fums  of  money,  and  fmee  he  has 
been  free,  he  hath  purchased  that  farm,  and  a  great  deal  more  land 
to  it,  and  prodigioufly  increafed  his  flock.  To  which,  he  artfwered, 
that  when  he  was  young,  and  a  flave,  lie  had  a  good  mailer,  who 
permitted  him  to  get  what  he  could  for  himfelf,  and  that  being  a  ca’-e- 
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M  and  faying  fellow,  he  gathered  as  much  as  wo-uld  buy  his  liberty, 
and  a  little  houfe  to  live  jn.  fince  which  providence  had  fo  biefled 
his  induftry  as  to  incieale  his  fubtlance  to  that  flourifhing  condition 
in  which  it  now  appeared.  This  no  one  could  gain  fay,  the  man 
having  always  been  induftrious  ;  and  fo  he  efeaped  any  further  per-  : 
fecution.  , 

Three  or  four  leagues  from  this  river  el  Aque  Calente,  is  another  river 
called  Rio  dr  las  Vaccas,  or  the  River  of  Cows,  where  live  a  company 
of  poor  country  people,  moil  of  them  Meitizos  and  Mullattos,  who 
dweil  in  thatched  -houfes.  with  foroe  fmall  llock  of  cattle;  .  thefe 
f'pend  their  time  alfo  in  fearching  for  gold  dufl,  hoping  one  day  or 
other  to  find  fuch  quantities  of  it  as  will  enrich  tbemielves  and 
all  their  polterity.  Adjacent  to  this  river  is  one  ©f  the  pleafanteft 
va'leys  in  all  that  country,  in  which  I  lived  five  years,  called  the 
valley  of  ixco  and  Pinola.  lying  fix  leagues  from  the  city  of  Guate¬ 
mala,  being  fifteen  miles  in  length,  and  •  ten  or  twelve  in  breadth, 
and  well  tiored  with  Hods  of  fheep  :  Here  are  many  fine  farms  all 
enciofea,  which  produce  better  wheat  than  any  grows  in  the  kingdom 
of  Mexuo.  From  this  valley  the  city  is  plentifully  lupplied  with  bread, 
and  bilker  is  likewife  made  for  all  the  (hips  that  annually  come  into  j 

the  gulpn.  ft  is  called  the  valley  of  Mixco  and  Pinola,  from  two 
Indian  towns  fo  called,  which  Hand  oppofite  to  each  other  on  each 
fide  of  rhe  valley.  Here  live  many  rich  farms,  though  clownifh  and 
ignorant  people,  who  better  underhand  turning  up  clods  of  earth, 
than  politenels  and  good  manners.  Amongft  thoie  I  mult  not  forget 
to  mention  a  part  cula-  friend  of  mine,  one  Juan  Palomeque,  whom 
I  fhould  have  efieemed  much,  if  I  could  have  prevailed  upon- him 
to  have  lived  more  like  a  chrillian  than  a  brute,  more  like  a  free 
man  than  a  (lave  to  his  gold  and  filver.  This  man  had  in  my  time 
three  hundred  ftately  mules  trained  up  in  the  gulph  trade,  that  is  to 
carry  merchandifes  from  the  city  of  Guatemala  to  the  fea  coalt,  which 
he  divided  into  fix  companies;  and  he  kept  above  a  hundred  Black- 
moor  flaver,  fnen,  wo  nen  and  children,  who  lived  near  Mixco  in 
feveral  thatcued  cottages,  7  he  houle  he  lived  in  himfelf  was  but 
poor  thatched  cottage,  wherein  he  took  more  delight  to  dwell,  than 
in  any  of  the  fine  houfes  he  had  in  Guatemala  ;  tor  jiere  he  lived 
like  a  Have  amongfi  flaves,  but  in  the  city  he  was  obliged  to  live 
like  a  man  of  credit  ;  here  he  eat  four  milk,  curds,  and  black,  hard, 
mouldy  biiket.  and  fait  beef  cut  in  Hices,  and  dried  in  the  fun  tiil  • 
all  the  goodnefs  was  exbauifed,  fuch  diet  as  his  Haves  ufed  to  carry 
with  them  for  their  provifions  when  they  went  to  the  gulph  ;  whereas 
in  the  city  modffiy  obliged  him  to  keep  a  good  table,  and  to  eat  as 
other  merchants  did,  to  fupport  his  credit.  This  mifer  was  thought 
to  be  worth  fix  hundred  thoufand  ducats.  And  yet  he  endeavoured 
to  ruin  all  the  mulettiers  who  ufed  the  gulp'h  trade  :  for  being  Hocked 
with  fo  many  lufty  mules,  and  fo  many  Hout  Haves  to  drive  them, 
he  carried  rneschandife  at  fo  low  a  price  by  the  hundred  weight,  that 
others,  wno  kept  fifty  or  fixty  mules,  could  fcarce  live  by  the  bufinefs. 

He  was  of  a  cruel  dilpofkion,  and  ufed  to  torture  his  Haves  for  trifling 

faults 
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•faults  aimed' to  death;  efpecially  one  whom  he  called  Macaco,  for 
whom  1  ufed  to  intercede,  but  in  vain.  He  ufed  to  whip  him  til! 
his  back  was  quite  raw,  and  then  pour  boiling  greafe  upon  it  :  Ite- 
fides  he  marked  him  for  a  (lave  with  a  burning  hot  iron  upon  his 
face,  .his  arms,  his  back,  his  thighs,  his  legs,  jnfomuch  that  the  poor 
creature  would  have  hanged  hinifelf,  had  not  I  dihuaded  him  from 
it.  He  was  fo  carnal-minded,  that  he  would  make  ule  of  the  wives 
and  daughters  of  his  flaves  at  his  pleafure.  If  at  any  time  he  met  a 
iemale  flave  it?  the  city,  whom  he  fancied,  and  fhe  refuied  to  gratify 
his  Juft,  he  would  immediately  go  to  her  matter  or  mittrefs,  and 
purchale  her,  even  at  a  price  as  much  again  as  fhe  was  worth,  in  order 
to  fatiate  his  revenge  upon  her.  He  never  would  marry ,  becaule  his 
ilaves  fupplied  his  bed  kiftead  of  a  wife  ;  and  by  this  means  he  filled 
the  valley  with  mulatto  halbards. 

At  t*he  eaft  end  of  the  valley,  near  to  the  river,  flandeth  an  hermitage, 
.called  Nojira  Senora  del  Carmel.,  or  our  lady  of  Carmel,  which  is  a  panfh 
church  to  all  the  farmers  living  in  the  valley;  aHrt  hath  about  fry 
farms  belonging  to  it,  upon  which  are  three  hundred  Blackmoor 
and  Mulatto  flaves,  Mixco  confifts  of  about  three  hundred  families, 
amongft  whom  are  feme  very  rich  Indians,  wl,o  have  jesrned  of  the 
Spaniards  to  raife  wheat,  and  traffick  with  mules  to  the  gulph.  Re- 
hdes  the  mules  kept  by  ‘Juan  Palomcque  before  mentioned,  there  are 
ten  more  companies  of  mules  kept  in  this  valley,  which  with  tiiofe 
of  the  town  of  Mixco ,  make  up  full  twenty  companies  in  all,  con¬ 
taining  above  a  thoufand  mules,  which  only  from  this  valley  are 
employed  by  the  rich  merchants  of  Guatemala.  By  the  continual 
palling  of  tnofe  merchants  an,d  other  travellers  through  the  town  of 
Mixco  to  the  feveral  ie^-pons,  the  place  abounds  in  riches,  though 
cf  itfelf  it  is  noted  for  nothing  except  the  curious  earthern  ware 
made  there,  in  which  the  Indians  excel  in  workmanfhip,  painting  .he 
fume  with  the  greateft  fkill  and  art,  Thefe  are  all'o  bought  up  by  the 
merchants,  and  tranfported  to  all  parts.  Pinola  is  a  town  rm^ch  likeunto 
Mixco,  but  more  healthy  and  better  fltuated  :  In  it  there  is  plenty  of  flefli, 
fowls, filh, fruits,  maiz,  wheat  and  honey  ,and  the  bHt  water  in  the  country. 

At  the  weft  end  of  the  valley  Hand  two  towns  larger  than  Mixco 
and  Pincola,  called  Petapa  and  Amatitlan .  Petapa  is  a  town  cf  at  leatt 
five  hundred  Indian  inhabitants,  who  fufFer  aifo  fome  Spaniards-  to 
dwell  amongtt  them,  from  whom  thofe  Indians  have  learned  to  live  and 
thrive  in  the  world.  This  town  is  the  Road  from  Comayagua,  St. 
Salvador,  Nicaragua,  and  Cojia  Rica,  and  hath  acquired  great  wealth 
by  travellers  conftantly  going  and  coming.  It  is  elteemed  one  of  the 
pleafanteft  towns  in  the  province  of  Guatemala,  by  reafon  of  a  great 
lake  of  frefli-water  near  it,  which  is  full  of  filh,  efpecially  crabs, 
and  a  filh  called  Mcjarro,  which  is  like  unto  a  mullet,  though  not-  lo 
large,  and  eateth  much  like  it.  In  this  town  there  is  a  certain  dumber 
of  Indians  appointed  to  filh  for  the  city  on  Widnetdays,  Fridays,  ar,J 
Saturdays,  and  are  obliged  to  carry  fuch  a  quantity  of  crabs  and 
im.ojarras  to  Guatemala,  as  the  Corrigidor  and  Regidors  (Mayor  and 
Aldermen)  who  are  but  eight,  (hall  command  weekly  to  be  brought. 
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In  this  town  of  Petapa  liveth  a  principal  family  of  Indians,  who  arc 
faid  to  defcend  from  the  ancient  kings  of  thofe  parts  :  Thefe  are 
graced  with  the  noble  name  of  Guzman-,  and;  out  of  this  family  is 
chofen  one  to  be  governor  of  the  town,  with  fubordipation  unto 
the  city  and  chancery  of  Guatemala .  Do n  Bernabe  de  Guzman  was 
governor  in  my  time,  and  had  been  many  years  before  :  He  governed 
wifely  and  difcreetly  until  with  old  age  he  loft  his  fight  ;  when  his 
Ion  Don  Pedro  de  Guzman  was  appointed  governor  jp  his  ftead,  of 
whom  the  Indians  flood  in  great  awe.  This  governor  hath  many 
privileges  allowed  him  by  the  Spaniards,  though  not  a  fword  or 
rapier  :  He  appoints  fome  of  the  town  to  wait  upon  him  at  dinner 
and  fupper,  others  to  look  to  his  horfes,  fome  to  fifh  for  him,  others 
to  bring  him  wood  tor  his  firing ;  and  yet  for  all  this  he.  himfelf 
attends  upon  the  friar  of  the  town,  and  doth  nothing  concerning 
the  government  thereof,  or  the  execution  of  juftice,  but  what  the 
friar  approveth  of  and  alloweth  to  be  done.  This  friar,  as  to  attendance 
in  his  houfe,  liveth  as  ftately  as  a  bilhop.  The  church  treafure  is  very 
large,  there  being  many  fodalities  of  our  lady  and  other  faints,  which 
are  enriched  with  crowns,  chains,  and  bracelets,  befides  the  lamps, 
cenfers,  and  filver  candlefticks  belonging  unto  the  altars..  Mod  trades 
and  merchandife  belonging  to  a  well- fettled  .common-wealth  are  here 
exercifed  by  thefe  Indians.  vJpon  Micbaelinas-Y)ssy  is  kept  a  great 
Taft  and  fair,  the  town  being  dedicated  to  that  faint,  to  which  many 
merchants  from  Guatemala  refort  to  buy  and  fell :  In  the  afternoon 
are  exhibited  many  fports  and  paftimes,  but  chiefly  bull  baiting, 
which  is  the  common  diverfion  of  the  feaft  :  This  is  carried  on  ify 
Spaniards,  Indians  'and  Blackmoors  both  on  horfeback  and  on  foot,  whft 
being  generally  drunk,  often  venture  and  lofe  their  lives  in  the  fport. 
Befides  this  general  concourfe  of  people  every  year  at  this  feaft,  there 
is  every  day  at  5  o’clock  in  the  afternoon  a  market  held  in  the  town. 

Within  a  mile  and  a  half  of  this  town  there  is  a  rich  farm  of  fugar 
belonging  to  one  Sebajlian  de  Savaletta,  a  Bifcayan  born,  who  came 
at  firft  very  poor  into  this  country,  and  was  a  fervant  to  one  of 
his  countrymen  ;  but  with  care  and  induftry,  he  got  a  mule  or  two 
to  traffick  with  about  the  neighbourhood,  till  at  Iaft  he  increafed 
his  dock  to  a  company  of  mules  confiding  of  about  fixty,  and  grew 
fo  rich  that  he  purchafed  a  large  quantity  of  land  about  Petapa,  which 
he  found  very  fit  for  raifing  fugar-cane  ;  and  accordingly  eretted  a 
great  fugar-work,  and  in  a  fhort  time  built  a  ftately  houfe,  to  which 
the  beft  fort  of  people  in  Gatemala  refort  for  their  recreation.  This 
man  maket’n  every  year  a  prodigious  quantity  of  fugar,  which  he 
not  only  fells  about  the  country,  but  fendeth  t o  Spaih,  He  h  arh  at 
lead  threefcore  flaves  of  his  own  employed  in  his  works,  is  very 
generous  in  houfe-keeping,  and  is  efteemed  to  be  worth  five  hundred 
thoufand  ducats.  ^About  half  a  mile  from  him  is  another  fugar-farm. 
belonging  to  th t  Augufiin  friars  of  Guatemala  ;  but  this  maketh  not 
near  fo  much  fugar  as  the  other. 

The  town  of  Amatitlan  Hands  about  three  miles  from  Petapa, 
and  though  there  be  not  fo  many  Spaniards  in  it,  yet  there  are 
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more  Indian  families ;  the  town  is  more  commodioufly  built,  arid  the 
ilreets  laid  out  more  regular.  This  town  alfo  enjoyeth  the  benefit 
of  the  lake,  and  ferveth  the  town  of  Guatemala  with  fiih.  It  is  alfo 
enriched  by  the  great  conGOurfe  of  people  of  all  ranks,  for  the  benefit 
of  the  hot  baths  that  are  in  it.  The  inhabitants  alfo  find  confiderabie 
benefit  lay  the  fait  trade,  which  is  made  or  rather  gathered  by  the 
lakc-fide,  and  appcareth  every  morning  like  a  hoar  fro  ft  upon  the 
ground,  which  is  taken  up  and  purified  by  the  Indians,.^  proveth 
very  white  and  good.  Befides  they  get  money  by  the  companies  of 
mules  which  come  daily  to  feed  upon  this  fait  earth  or  g;afs,  the 
owners  paying  fix  pence  per  day  for  each  mule;  and  this  hath  been 
found  by  experience  to  make  them  grow  fat  and  hearty,  and  purgecn 
them  better  than  any  drench  whatfoever.  They  alio  trade  greatly 
in  cotton  wool,  and  have  a  finer  and  larger  market-place  than  /  etapa, 
with  two  extraordinary  great  elm-trees,  under  which  the  Indians  meet 
every  evening  to  buy  and  fell.  The  church  of  this  town  is  as  fair 
and  beautiful  as  any  in  the  province  of  Guatemala ,  the  liches  and  iLtte 
whereof  hath  caufed  the  Dominicans ,  fince  the  year  1035,10  make 
this  place  a  priory,  and  to  build  therein  a  noble  and  ftatcly  cloifter, 
in  which  in  my  time  there  were  eight  thoufand  ducats  laid  up  in  a 
cheft  with  thrae  locks  to  it,  for  the  common  expence  of  the  cloifier. 
Having  thus  given  a  full  defeription  of  this  famous  valley  and  the 
towns  adjacent  to  it,  I  cannot  omit  one  property  belonging  to  the 
fame,  which  is,  that  it  affords  a  double  wheat  harveft,  the  firft 
being  of  a  fmall  kind  of  wheat  which  they  call  Trigo  Ircmefmo  (from 
the  Latin  tres  menfes,  or  three  months)  which  after  three  months 
fowing  grows  ripe,  and  is  ready  to  cut  down.  It  is  fowed  about: 
the  end  of  Augujl  and  harvefted  about  the  end  of  November  ;  and 
the’  by  the  fmallnefs  of  it  one  would  imagine  it  yielded  but  little 
flower,  yet  it  is  as  profitable  as  their  other  fort  of  whe?t,  and  maketh 
bread  as  white  and  good  for  prefent  ufe,  but  it  will  not  keep, 
foon  prowing  dry  and  hard.  I  he  other  harveil  of  wheat  beginneth 
a  little  after  Chriflmas ,  which  is  common  wheat,  both  white  and 
red.  They  never  threih  in  barns,  but  tread  their  grain  out  of  the 
ears  in  the  field  with  mules,  after  which  they  winnow  it  there,  and 
t  hen  carry  it  into  their  barns  or  granaries  :  They  leave  the  chaff 
and  ft  raw  in  the  field,  and  a  little  before  the  rainy  feafons  come  on, 
they  fet  the  whole,  ftubble  and  all,  on  fire  ;  and  thefe  afhes,  they  fay, 
fatieneth  the  ground,  and  they  efteem  this  method  as  good  as  dunging. 
Thefe  Indians  of  the  valley  a-e  very  induftrious  farmers  :  They  clear 
a  great  deal  of  ground,  fince  they  have  been  taught  by  the  Spaniards 
to  manure  and  till  the  earth  ;  and  this  valley  aifords,  as  pleaiant  and 
delightful  a  profpedl  of  agriculture  as  any  in  Europe. 

From  Mixco  the  way  to  Guatemala  lieth  up  a  hill,  and  bringeth 
you  to  a  town  of  Indians  fomewhat  larger  than  Mixco,  called  San 
Lucas,  or  St.  Luke.  Here  the -air  is  cooler  than  below,  and  this  place 
it  called  the  ftorehoufe  or  granary  for  the  whole  city  -,  becaufe  in  the 
valley  the  wheat  is  apt  to  muft,  and -breed  worms,  but  upon  this 
high  ground  it  will  keep  for  feme  years,  with  a  little  turning  now 
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and  then:  and  by  lying  here,  it  will  give  and  fwell,  fo  that  I  hav® 
found  by  experience,  that  two  handled  budiels  of  wheat  in  one 
year  hath  meafured  two  hundred  and  twenty.  This  town  therefore 
receives  from  the  valley  moil  of  the  harveft,  and  is  full  of  granaries,, 
which  they,  call  'Trcjus  ;  and  here  many  rich  monopolies  living  in  tho 
city,  hoard  up-  the  grain  which'  they  buy  of  the  farmers  until  the 
markets  liie,  or  they  can  get  an  exorbitant  price  for  it, 

Having  now  defer ibed  the  road  and  country  from  Guatemala  to 
the  gulph  }  1  fhall  irt  the  next  place  take  notice  of  the  way  to- 
Vtra  Pax  :  It  is  io  called,  becaufe  when  the  Indians  here  had  notice  that- 
the  Spaniards  had  conquered  Guatemala  and  the  country  round  about,, 
they  fubinitttd  peaceably  without  any  rtfillauce  to  the  government 
of  Spain.  This  country  had  formerly  a  bifhop  diftindl  fiom  Guate¬ 
mala,  but  now  it  remains  one  bilboprick  with  that,  it  is  governed 
by  an  Alcalde  Major,  or  Highjuiliee,  fent  from  Spain.  i  he  capital 
town  of  this  province  is  called  Coban,  where  is  a  cloilfer  of  Dominican 
friars,  and  it  is  alfo  the  common  refidence  of  the  Aicade  Major.  The 
whole  country  is  not  fubdued  by  the  Spaniards,  who  have  often  fome 
encounters  with  the  favage  Indians,  which  lie  between  this  place  and 
Jucatan.  The  Spaniards  are  very  earned  in  fubduing  thefe  people, 
that  they  might  make  a  road  through  their  country  to  a  town  called 
Gam  pin,  belonging  to  J  ucatan,  and  fettle  commerce  and  traffick  by' 
hand  with  Jucatan,  which  would  be  of  great  advantage  to  the  city 
of  Guatemala,  and  a  fafer  way  to  convey  their  merchandjfe  to  the 
Havana  than  by  the  gulph  ;  for  thei-r  fhips  are  often  met  by  the  enemy 
there,  and  taken.  But  as  yet  they  have  not  been  able  to  make  this 
conqued,  becaufe  they  have  found  an  obdinate  reddance  made  by  the 
natives,  and  that  ic  is  no  eafy  matter  to  fubdue  them.  Though  a  ‘ 
particular  acquaintance  of  mine,  whofe  name  was  friar  Fraud fco  Moran , 
ventured  his  life  amongd  thefe  barbarians,  travelling  with  cwo  or 
three  Indians  on-  foot  through  that  country  until  he  came  to  Camps  n, 
where  he  found  a  few  Spaniards ,  who  wondered  at  his  courage  and 
bcldnefs  in  coming  that  way.  The  friar  came  back  again  to  Cuban, 
and  related,  that  the  Indians  hearing  him  fpeak  their  language,  and 
sinding  him  loving  and  courteous  to  them,  were  kind  to  him  ;  not 
daring  to  kill  him,  for  fear  the  Spaniards  in  revenge  would  never  red 
until  they  had  utterly  dedroyed  them.  Moran  further'faid,  that  the 
country  which  thefe  Indians  inhabit,  exceeded  any  part  of  the  Vtra  Pass. 
belonging  to  the  Spaniards :  That  there  was  a  great  lake  in  a  valley,-  ■ 
and  about  it  a  town  which  contained  near  12000  inhabitants,  being 
thick  fettled  all  round  the  lake.  This  friar  is  dnee  gone  to  Spain, 
to  give  an  account  to  the  court  there,  of  the  necelnty  and  advantage 
of  conquering  this  pare  of  the  country,  and  opening  a  communication 
with  this  province  of  Jucatan.  However  there  is  a  free  and  open 
pafiage  between  this  town  of  Coban  and  the  gulph  ;  and  the  people 
tarry  provisions  to  the  Hupping  there,  and  bring  back  wines  and  other 
Spanijb  wares.  • 

This  country  is  very  mountainous  and  hilly.  The  chief  commo-  i 
dities  are  cacoa,  cotton  wool,  honey,  farfaparilla,  maiz,  wax,  and 

feat he rt 


The  Traveller.  97 

feathers  of  all  colours,  wherewith  the  Indians  make  curious  work.  Here 
are  alfo  abundance  of  parrots  and  other  birds,  apes,  and  monkeys,  which 
breed  in  the  mountains,  and  infeftthe  plains  in  great  numbers.  Though 
there  arfc  feveral  large  towns  in  th zFerapuz,  yet  there  are  not  above 
four  that  are  very  confiderable,  namely,  full,  Sant-Jago  or  James 
town,  con  filling  of  five  hundred  families  ;  fecondly,  San  Pedro,  or  St. 
Peter,  of  about  fix  hundred  families  ;  thirdly,  St.  Juan ,  or  St.  John, 
afTo  of  about  fix  hundred  families  ;  '  and  fourthly,  Santo  Domingo 
Senaco,  or  St.  Dominick  of  Senaco,  confiding  of  three  hundred  families. 
Thefe  towns  are  very  rich,  having  feveral  farms  of  good  wheat  and 
maiz  about  them.  The  churches  are  alfo  exceeding  rich.  In  the 
town  of  Sant -j ago,  whillt  I  was  there,  an  Indian  bellowed  fix  thoufand 
ducats  upon  that  church,  not  out  of  piety  but  vain-glory ;  for  the 
wretch  proved  to  be  a  wizard  and  conjurer,  or  Indian  pried. 

.  In  the  way  from  Cohan  to  the  Guiph,  after  gaffing  a  dangerous 
rocky  mountain,  they  come  to  a  town  called. Rabinal,  confiding  of  at 
lead  eight  hundred  Indian  familes,  This  town  affords  all  the  pieafure 
and  profic  that  the  heart  of  man  can  wifh  for ;  the  air  inclines  rather 
to  heat  than  cold,  but  the  hea-t  is  qualified  by  many  cool  and  fhady 
walks.  It  is  true  they  raife  no  wheat,  but  maiz  in  great  quantity; 
and  they  who  chafe  bread  of  wheat,  readily  fupply  themfelves  from 
the  neighbouring  farms ;  for  fiefh,  they  have  plenty  of  beef,  mutton, 
kid,  fowls,  turkies,  quails,  partridges,  rabbits,  pneafants,  &c.  and 
the  river  which  runs  by  their  houles,  affords  them  great  quantities  of 
fiih  of  feveral  forts.  There  is  no  Indian  fruit  which  is  not  to  be  found 
in  this  town  ,  befides  the  fruits  of  Spain,  as  oranges  and  lemons,  fweec 
and  four,  citrons,  pomgranates,  grapes,  figs,  almonds,  and  dates.  The 
Indians  of  this  place  are  noted  for  their  bravery,  for  their  expertnefs  in 
riding  of  horfes,  and  for  the  delight  they  take  in  feafting,  iports  and 
paflimes.  This  towa  my  friend,  friar  John  Baptijl,  before  fpoken  of. 
c.hofe  to  live  in,  to  enjoy  quietnefs,  pieafure  and  content,  after  he  had 
been  prior  of  many  places,  and  efpecially  of  Chiapa  and  Guatemala  ; 
and  hers  I  was  entertained  by  him  in  a  fumptuous,  profufe  and  lavifh 
manner,  more  befitting  princes  than  mendicant  friars.  From  this  place 
to  Coban ,  there  is  only  one  town  more  any  thing  remarkable,  and  that 
is  St,  Cbrijlcphers,  which  is  almofi:  furrounded  by  a  great  lake,  which  is 
reported  to  be  bottemlefs,  and  occasioned  by  an  earthquake,  when  the 
ground  opened  and  fwallovved  up  a  great  number  of  houfes,  leaving 
this  lake  in  the  room  of  the  fall  land. 

And  now  I  have  given  my  readers  a  general  defeription  of  the  pro¬ 
vince  of  Guatemala,  and  fome  of  the  neighbouring  territories  adjacent  ; 
which  for  ilately  towns,  fine  farms,  and  valuable  plantations,  gives 
precedence  to  no  pare  of  America.  The  natives  are  robuft,  valiant, 
fenfible,  and  ingenious  ;  but  they  are  kept  under  and  much  opprefled 
by  the  Spaniards,  having  no  arms  allowed  them,  not  fo  much  as  their 
«*wn  natural  weapons,  bows  and  arrows,  much  lefs  mufkets,  piftols, 
fwords  or  pikes ;  lo  that  their  courage  is  partly  gone,  and  their 
affedlions  to  the  Spaniards  fo  far  alienated,  that  it  will  fcarce  admit  of 
4  doubt,  that  if  any  ppwer  fhould  attempt  to  make  a  conqueft  oi 
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the  country,  the  Spaniards  would  find  in  thefe  rh'ultitodesbf  Indians, 
a  multicude  of  enemies,  who  will  be  naturally' inclinable  to  exchange 
their  old  for  new  matters,  whom  they  them  (elves  fay  cannot  be  more 
cruel  and  tyrannical.  A  particular  account  of  thehardlhipsandfuf- 
ferings. of  fome  of  thofe  poor  creatures  (hall  be  the  fubjcft  of  the  next 
chapter. 


CHAP.  XU  T. 


* the  ft  ate  and  condition  of  the  Indians  of  Guatemala,  fince  the  conquejl  of 
the  country,  nvith  the  hardjhips,  cruelties ,  and  opp>  effions  they  labour 
under  from  the  Spaniards  ;  and  an  account  of  their  ceremonies ,  cufttms, 

■  fcajis,  and  annual  folemnities. 

THE  condition  of  the  Indians  of  the  province  of  Guatemala  is  as  de¬ 
plorable  as  any  upon  the  continent  of  America  ;  and  though  it  is 
true  the  comparifon  ought  not  to  be  made  between  them  and  the  Ifraelites 
in  Egypt,  yet  the  caufe  and  manner  of  their  oppre%n  was  much  the  fame, 
th t  Spaniards  treating  them  with  rigour  and  hard  fervice  left  they 
ftould  increafe  and  multiply  too  faft  amongft  them,  and  fo  grow  too 
poweiful  for  their  tafk-mafters.  The  miferable  (late  of  the  Indians  of 
this  country  is  fuch.  that  though  the  kings  of  Spain  would  not  confent 
to  what  was  proposed  by  fome  of  the  adventurers,  that  they  fhould 
be  made  (laves  ;  yet  they  connive  at  the  oppreffion-s  exerci(ed  by  their 
fubjefts  upon  thefe  poor  creatures,  which  amount  to  the  vileft  condi¬ 
tion  of  (lavery.  I  myfelf  have  known  fome  of  thefe  poor  Indians  come 
home  after  toiling  and  Having  a  whole  day  for  their  matters,  and  inftead 
of  pay  for  their  labour,  receiving  nothing  but  curfes  and  blows,  in 
fo  much  that  they  have  ftubbornly  thrown  themfelves  down  upon  thtfir 
beds,  and  refufed  to  take  any  faftenance,  rather  chufing  to  pine  and 
ftarve  themfelves  to  death,  than  to  lead  fuch  miferable  ftavilh  lives. 
The  manner  of  their  flavery  l  will  relate,  as  follows. 

The  Spanijh  farmers  or  planters,  who  live  about  the  country,  alledge, 
that  as  all  their  trading  and  farming  is  for  the  good  of  the  community  ; 
there  are  not  Spaniards  fufficient  to  manure  and  cultivate  their  lands  ;  and 
they  are  not  able  to  buy  flares  or  blackmoors  for  that  purpofe  ;  there¬ 
fore  it  is  necefiary  they  fhould  be  fupplied  with  Indians  to  work  for  them 
for  reafonable  wages.  H®r^upon,  by  order  of  the  government  of  Gua¬ 
temala,  a  partition  of  Indian  labourers  is  made  every  Monday  morning, 
or  Sunday  in  the  afternoon,  to  the  Spaniards ,  according  to  the  farms  they 
occupy,. their  fereral  employments,  callings,  and  trading.  1  herefore, 
for  every  diftridt  an  officer  is  appointed,  who  is  a  Spaniard,  and  called 
Jstez  Repartidor,  who,  according  to  a  lift  given  in,  is  to  allot  a  propor¬ 
tionable  number  of  labourers  by  the  weekx  to  every  farm,  houfe,  ©r 
perfon.  Thefe  officers  appoint  a  place  of  meeting  every  Sunday  or 
Monday,  to  which  the  Spaniards  repair  :  And  tsvery  Indian  town  in  the 
province  is  obliged  to  bring  to  this  meeting  as  many  labourers  as  the 
court  of  Guatemala  hath,  by  order,  appointed  tb  be  taken  out  of  fuch 
town,  wh©  are  condu&eri  to  the  general  mcetiog  by  an  Indian  officer. 
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When  they  are  all  met  together,  the  Juez.  Rcpartidvr  having  a  lift  of  the 
names  of  every  Spaniard  prefent,  and  how  many  labourers  he  wants  for 
the  week,  affigns  them  over  accordingly  ;  lome  three,  fome  four,  others 
ten,  and  fo  on  to  twenty  a  man,  according  to  their  bulinefs  or  employ- 
ment  ;  for  which  this  officer  receives  from  the  employer  half  a  rial* 
(about  three  pence  fterling)  for  every  Indian  labourer  lo  affigned  over* 
which  amounts  yearly  to  a  great  futn  of  money,  for  two,  three,  or  four 
hind  red  a  week.  If  a  coHiplaineth  that  any  of  thefe  hirelings 

hath  run  away  from  him  before  his  week  was  expired,  he  is  brought  to 
the  publick  whipping-poft  in  the  market-place  of  Guatemala ,  and  there 
receives  a  deflin’d  number  of  laffies  upon  his  bare  back  :  But  ir  the  poor 
Indian  complains  of  his  being  abufed  or  cheated  of  his  wages,  which  arg 
but  five  rials  a  week,  (about  half  a  crown  fterling)  he  feldom  or  never 
gets  any  recompence  ;  though  the  ordinance  of  the  government  runs  in 
favour  of  the  Indians  as  well  as  the  Spaniards.  It  would  foftgn  a  heart 
of  flint  to  behold  now  thefe  poor  chriftian  Indian s  are  ufed  and  ubufed  by 
their  cruel  makers ;  they  are  not  permitted  to  go  home  at  night  to  their 
wives,  rtio’  fome  of  them  are  not  a  mile  diftant,  their  luftful  mailers 
often  fupplying  their  places  in  their  abfence :  Thly  make  nothing  of 
breaking  their  heads  upon  every  trifling  occafion  ;  they  whip  them  un¬ 
mercifully  ;  and  often  cheat  them  of  half  their  wages,  under  pretence  of 
negle&ing  their  work  ;  and  if  they  have  not  full  employ  for  them  the 
whole  week,  they  will  fell  them  to.  others  at  an  advanced  price,  who 
will  be  fure  to  have  their  penny  worths  out  of  them  1  hus  do  thefe 
haughty  and  lazy  Spaniards  .live  in  luxury  by  the  flavery  and  labour  of 
thefe  poor  Indians ,  who  are  continually  crying  to  heaven  tor  juflice  and 
liberty  ;  and  would  often  mutiny,  did  not  the  priefts  and  friars  by  their 
exhortations  prevent  it  ;  who,  for  their  own  private  views,  craftily  per- 
fuade  thefe  miferable  wretches,  that  they  mult  for  Chrift  s  fake,  iuffer  all 
this,  and  more,  with  patience,  to  gain  everlafling  reft  for  their  fouls, 
Thofe  Indians  who  are  merchants  and  traders,  or  have  farms  of  their  own, 
are  independent  and  free  ;  and  live  well,  yet  all  of  them  in  fiibjedion  to 
the  crown  of  Spain  ;  many  of  whom  are  governors  of  Indian  towns,  and 
•fficers  of  juflice  therein. 

The  apparel  of  thefe  better  fort  of  Indians ,  is  a  fhirt  which  reaches 
down  half  the  thigh,  a  pair  of  drawers  laced  round  the  bottom,  or 
wrought  with  filk  or  crewel,  alinneu  doublet,  over  which  they  throw  a 
niantle  laced  or  embroider’d  ;  many  of  them  wear  (hoes  and  tlockmgs, 
and  bands  about  th«ir  Necks.  The  Women  wear  no  fhifts,  but  cover 
their  bodies  with  a  fort  of  furpiice,  which  they  call  Guaifil,  hanging 
loofefrom  their  fhoulders  downwards  ^  little  below  the  walle,  with  open 
Abort  fleeves  which  coyer  about  half  the  arm  ;  thi iGuaipil  is  cufioufiy 
work’d,  efpecially  in  the  bofom,  with  cotton  or  feathers  ;  moll  of  them 
go  barefoot,  but  the  richer  fort  wear  fhoes,  with  broad  ribbons  for  flioe- 
firings;  inflead  of  a  petticoat  they  wear  about  their  walle  a  mantle  or 
various  colours,  and  tied  with  ribbons:  When  they  go  abroad,  they 
cover  their  heads  with  a  veil  of  linnen,  which  hangs  down  near  the 
ground,  and  is  the  moft  cpflly  of  all  their  attire,  being  made  of  the 
fineft  lianens,  from  Holland ,  Spain,  or  China,  with  a.i;:ce  round  the  bor- 
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ders :  They  alfo  wear  bracelets  about  their  wrifts  and  necks.  When  they 
are  at  home  at  work,  they  gewerally  throw  off  their  lurplice  or  Guaipil, 
thereby,  expofing  their  naked  bodies  to  their  wafte.  1  heir  houfes  are 
poor  thatch'd  cottages,  without  anv  upper  rooms,  and  commonly  only 
two  rooms  below,  in  one  of  which  they  cook,  with  afire-place  in  the 
middle,  without  any  chimney  to  convey  off  the  fmoke,  which  goes  out 
at  the  doors  ;  in  the  other  are  four  or  five  beds,  according  to  the  num¬ 
ber  of  the  family.  The  poorer  people  have  but  one  room,  where  they 
cook,  eat,  and  lleep. 

They  are  divided  into  tribes  amongft  themfelves  ;  and  each  tribe  hath 
a  head  or  chief,  to  whom  all  who  belong  to  that  tribe  apply  in  all 
difficult  matters,  who  is  obliged  to  affift,  counfel,  and  appear  for  the 
reft  of  his  tribe  before  the  officers  of  juftice,  when  any  wrong  is 
done  unto  any  of  them.  When  they  are  about  to  marry,  the  father 
of  the  young  man  applieth  to  the  head  of  his  tribe,  who,  if  the  maid 
livcth  in  another  tribe,  meeteth  with  the  chief  ef  that  trjbe,  and  they 
confer  together  about  it  :  Thefe  conferences  generally  take  up  about 
a  quarter  of  a  year,  during  whjch  time  the  parents  of  the  youth  make 
many  prefents  to  tftfe  maid,  and  are  at  the  expence  of  all  the  feafting 
upon  the  occafion  :  After  which  the  two  chiefs  and  the  kindred  on  | 
both  fides  meet  together,  and  are  many  days  in  conference  ;  when  i 
this  is  done,  and  the  two  chiefs  approve  of  the  match,  if  the  young 
woman  refufes  to  marry,  her  parents  are  obliged  to  pay  all  the 
expences  which  have  accrued  during  the  fuit,  with  the  value  of  all 
the  prefents  given  to  her.  They  give  no  portions  with  their  daughters, 
and  when  they  die,  their  goods  and  lands  are  equally  divided  among}! 
their  fons. 

As  to  eating,  befides  their  common  meals,  they  have  many  difficj, 
which  they  call  dainty.  When  they  kill  a  deer,  they  let  it  lie  in  a 
hole  covered  with  leaves  for  about  a  week,  until  it  {links,  and  is  full 
of  maggots,  then  they  bring  it  home,  and  cut  it  into  joints,  and  parboil 
it  with  a  herb  not  unlike  our  tanfy  :  This  they  fay  fweetens  it  again, 
and  makes  the  fleih  eat  tender  ;  after  which  they  fmoak  it,  and  then 
boil  it  again,  with  Indian  peppgr,  making  a  foup  thereof ;  of  which 
I  have  eaten,  and  found  it  of  a  good  flavour,  and  the  flefh  tender 
and  relifhing  ;  but  the  thoughts  of  the  maggots  with  which  it  ha/d 
abounded,  generally  took  away  my  ftomaoh.  Another  dilh  they  make 
of  a  creature  full  of  prickles,  exaclly  like  the  EttglUb  hedge-hog  ; 
which  feeds  upon  enimets  and  their  eggs,  as  alfo  upon  herbs  and 
roots  :  This  meat  they  are  very  fond  of,  the  flefti  being  as  white  and 
fvveet  as  a  rabbit,  and  very  fat  ;  of  this  I  have  alfo  eaten,  and  muft 
allow  it  a  dainty  dilh.  Not  only  the  Indians ,  but  the  beft  of  the 
Spaniards  feed  greedly  uponthjs  meat.  They  alfo  eat  another  Creators, 
called  Iguana,  of  which  fonie  are  found  in  the  water,  and  fome  upon 
land;  they  are  longer  than  a  rabbit,  and  much  like  a  fcorpion,  fome 
with,  green,  others  with  black  fcalcs  upon  their  backs.  The  land 
Iguana  runs  very  fafl,  and  will  climb  trees,  breeding  in  -the  roots 
thereof  or  in  flone  walls  ;  they  are  really  very  frightful  to  look  at, 
and  yet  when  they  are  drtffed  and  ftewed  in  broth,  they  make  a  moft 
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p^rafe  foup  ;•  their  flefh  being  as  white  as  a  chicken.-  an d  very  tender  ; 
"but  1  found  by.  experience  that  it  was  dangerous  eating  thereof  it  the 
«...  was  not  'thoroughly  boiled  ;  for  it  l.ad  almolt  .«#  me  my  hfe. 
hv  c#tine  plentifully  thereof  when  it  was  not  .Hewed  enough  l  heie 
Indians  are  Yuen  lovers  of  liquor,  that  if  they  can  get  nothing  fife,  they 
will  drink  poor  chocolate,  without  fugar  or  any  thing  to  fweeten  it 
until  thev  are  ready  to  buril  but  if  they  find  any  ftrong  liquor,  which 
will  make  them  mad  drunk,  they  will  not  leave  ofi  whiUUr.ere  is  a 
drop  left,  or  a  penny  remains  in  their  pockets  to  purchase  it.  ,  o 
"fond  are  they  of  intoxication,  that  I  durft  not  relate  the  filthy  compe¬ 
titions  they  ufe,  to  make  their  drink  ftrong,  forfear  of  having  my  cre¬ 
dit  arraigned,  if  1  could  not  affarc.’the  reader  of  the  truth  thereof,  upon 
!l,nv  own  view  and  a  mifchievous  experience.  They  put  a  certain  quantity 
|'of  water  into  a  jar,  with  fpoie  molaffes  or  {ugar-oane  juice,  and  honey 
I  Efficient  to  fvveeten  it  ;  then  they  fill  up  the  jar  with  the  roots  and  leaves 
of  tobacco  and  other  herbs  that  grow  there,  which  they  know  to  oe 
Strong  in  operation,  and  in  fome  places  I  have  known  them  to  put  it. 
a  live  toad  ;  then  they  clofe  up  the  jar  for  a  month  until  the  herbs  be 
thoroughly  deeped,  and  the  toad  coulumed  ;  when  they  think  the  drink 
Sufficiently  ftrengchen’d,  they  then  open  it,  and  calling  their  friends  to¬ 
gether,  drink  thereof  until  they  grow  mad  or  raving  drunk  ;  but  they 
generally  make  this  frolick  by  night,  for  fear  the  pnefts  Should  difcover 
ft,  who  would  break  their  jars,  and  thereby  prevent  the  bad  efFefls  of 
the  liquor,  which  very  often  deftroys  many  of  them  elpec.ally  when 
they  make  ufe  of  the  toad.  This  drink  they  call  C .hula.  W.ulft  1 
apreachei  in  Mixco,  I  had  information  of  a  great  Cbuvanfro>\ck  t.u  t  was 
to  be  held  at  an  Indian' s  houfe.  1  took  the  officers  of  juflice  with  nuf 
and  went  to  the  place,  and  upon  fearch,  found  four  jar?  of  Oncha  npc 
yet  open’d,  which  i  order'd  to  be  taken  out  of  the  houfe,  and  broke  in 
the  flreet  before  his  door,  the  ioaffifome  flench  wherco,  caufed  me  to 
vomit  immediately,  and  I  was  iick  for  a  week  afterwards.  , 

Having  given  an  account  of  the  Indians  apparel,  eating,  and  drink¬ 
ing,  1  ffiab  next  fay  fomethiog  of  their  form  of.  civil  government  among,!: 
'them,  which  they  have' chiefly  borrowed  from  the  Spaniards  .  In  all  their 
'towns  there  are  an  'Alcalde*  that  is,  a  mayor,  Regidores,  or  aldermen,  and 
jtfaaxilet,  conftables :  And  fome  large  towns  are  privileged  with  an  hr- 
dian  governor,  who  is  above  the  mayor,  asjtp  fopenemy.  fhefe  officers 
are  annually  elected,  and  afe  chbfen  by  the  Indians  themfelves  every 
New-years-day.;  after  which  a  lid  of  the  officers  aforeiaid  is  carried  to 
jhe  governor  of  the  province,  who  confirms  the  election.  But  the/? dian 
governor  being  fome  chief  perfon  amongil  them,  is  generally  continued 
for  many  years,  except  complaints  be  exhibited  again#  mm  for  mil  de¬ 
meanours.  ■  Being  thus  fettled  in  a  civil  way. of  government,  .hey  may 
execute  juflice  in  their  own  towns  againf^fuch  Indians  as  do  hotonouily 
and  fcandaloufly  offend  :  They  may  imprifon,  fine,  whip,  and  bamfli ; 
“  but  they  have  no  cognizance  of  any.  capital  offences;  thole  are  remitted 
to  the  Spanijh  governor.  If  a  Spaniard  paffing  through  their  town,  or 
living  in  it,  breaks  the  peace,  or  misbehaves,  they  may  arreft  him,  and 

fund  him  to  the  mrxt  Sbanijb'  juflice,  with  the  information  agamii  him  , 
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but  puniih  him  themfelves  they  muft  not,  or  detain  him  in  cuftody  abov 
one  night.  But  this  fmall  authority  they  dare  not  execute  upon  the  Spa 
wards,  fo  much  do  they  fraud  in  awe  of  them,  who  will  get  drunk 
curfe,  fwear,  and  draw  their  fwords  in  their  towns,  making  the  inhabi 
tants  trembie  for  fear,  and  yet  none  dare  to  apprehend  them. 

Fhe  Indians  are  very  ingenious,  and  good  workmen  at  the  fevera 
trades  they  profefs,  as  fmiths,  carpenters,  mafons,  Ihoemakers,  taylors 
ind  the  like.  They  are  very  trufty  and  honeft,  and  are  fcarce  ever  known1 
to  commit  any  robbery.  The  Spaniards  dare  trull  themfelves  in  the  wil-  „ 
dernefs  amongft  them  all  night,  though  they  have  bags  of  gold  with 
them.  They  are  prcfefied  keepers  of  fecrets,  and  will  not  reveal  any 
thing  to  the  prejudice  of  another  for  any  confederation,  unlefs  it  be  in 
in  at  tars  criminal.  But  above  all,  to  their  priells  they  are  very  refpedfuljji 
to  whom  they  have  liberty  of  appealing  from  the  fentences  of  their  jufti- 
ces,  and  the  priefl  either  confirms  or  fets  afide  the  judgment  as  he  thinks 
proper.  They  are  in  their  expreffions  full  of  circumlocutions,  making  ; 
afe  of  parables  and  fimiles  to  illuftrate  their  intentions,  I  have  fpenc  1 
many  an  hour  in  hearing  them  make  their  fpeeeh&s  unto  me  with  fuch 
an  elegancy,  as  really  delighted  me  ;  and  1  could  learn  more  of  their  f 
language  from  thefe  fpeeches,  than  by  any  endeavours  or  ftudy  of  my: 
own.  f 

As  to  their  Religion,  they  are  outwardly  the  fame  with  the  Spaniards;  S 
but  many  of  them  inwardly  are  Hill  inclinable  to  worfhip  idols;  are  • 
very  fuperftitious,  obferving  the  meeting  of  beafts  in  crofs-ways,  the  |i 
flight  of  birds,  and  their  appearing  and  finging  near  their  houfes  at  par-  , 
ticular  times,  &c.  They  are  taught  the  religion  and  dodlrine  of  the  |i 
church  of  Rome ,  that  Chrift’s  body  is  truly  and  really  prefent  in  the  It 
facrament ;  yet  if  the  wifeft  Mian  be  a/ked  if  he  believeth  this,  his  n 
anfwer  will  be,  Perhaps  it  may  be  fo.  They  have  been  taught, |that  when  » 
they  come  to  confeffion,  they  mu  ft  offer  fomething  to  the  priells,  and  J 
that  by. their  gifts  and  alms  their  fins  arc  to  be  forgiven.  Thus  in  re-  t 
ligion  they  are  fuperftitioufly  led  on,  and  blinded  in  the  obfervance  of 
what  they  have  been  taught,  more  for  the  good  and  profit  of  their  priefts  I 
than  for  the  good  of  their  fouls,  not  perceiving  that  their  religion  is  a  if 
policy  to  enrich  their  teachers. 

CHAP.  XIV. 

to 

*The  author  s  departure  out  nf  Guatemala,  to  learn  the  Poconchi  language, 
and  to  live  amongft  the  Indians ;  and  of  fame  particular  pajfages  and  ac¬ 
cidents  'wbiljl  he  lived  there. 

■  ■■  i: 

HAVING  read  in  the  univerfity  of  Guatemala,  the  whole  courfe  of  t 
arts  for  three  years,  and  having  begun  to  read  divinity,  the  more  t 
I  ftudied  and  grew  in  knowledge,  and  the  more  I  controverted,  by  way  1 
of  argument,  the  points  of  religion,  the  more  I  found  the  fpirit  of  truth 
snlightening  me,  and  the  more  I  difcovered  the  errors,  falfities,  and  , 
fuperftitions  of  the  church  of  Rome.  My  confcience  I  found  perplexed 
and  wavering  :  J  was  deffrous  of  foil  fatisfaftion,  but  found  it  could 
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W>t  be  had  there  :  To  profefs  and  continue  in  any  opinion  contrary  to 
he  doftrine  of  that  church,  I  knew  would  bring  me  to  the  Inquifition, 
lhat  rack  of  tender  confciences,  and  from  thence  to  burning  alive,  it  I 
lid  not  renounce  thofe  true  principles  of  religion  with  which  I  founa 
uyfelf  now  infpired.  The  points  of  tranfubHantiation,  of  purgatory, 

I, /the  Pope’s  power  and  authority,  of  the  merit  of  man  s  works,  of  his 
ree  will  to  chufe  all  foul-faving  ways,  the  Sacrifice  of  the  n.afs,  the 
Hallowing  the  facrifice  of  the  Lord’s  flipper  to  the  lay  people,  the  priefl  s 
tower  to  abfolve  from  fin,  the  worffiipping  of  faints,  and  the  virgin 
Mary,  with  a  higher  degree  of  worfhip  than  that  of  the  faints  ;  the 
Grange  falfities  and  blafphemies,  which  they  call  miracles,  recor  e 
he  legend  and  lives  of  their  faints,  the  infallibility  of  tne  Pope  and  coun- 
:il,  in  defining  for  truth  and  point  of  faith,  what  m  ltfelf  is  falfe  an 
Erroneous;  thefe,  with  many  more  of  Rome  s  policies,  together  with  the 
ewd  lives  of  the  priefts,  friars,  nuns,  and  thofe  m  authority,  did  very 
much  trouble  and  perplex  my  confidence,  and  made  me  earneftly  defirous 
Df  returning  to  my  native  country,  England,  where  I  knew  thofe  at  pre- 
fent  uncertain  ideas  [  had  entertained^of  the  true  faith,  would  be  very 
much  enlighten’d,  becaufe  I  had  heard  that  church  held  many  tenets  con¬ 
trary  to  the  church  of  Rome  ;  but  what  they  were,  I  was  ignorant  of,  be¬ 
ing  an  intire  ftranger  to  the  protellant  religion,  having  been  lent  over  to 
thf  college  of  jefuits  at  St.  Omer's  very  young;  and  having  ne¬ 

ver  been  permitted  fince  to  fee  the  land  of  my  nativity.  Wherefore  1 
Barneftly  addrefs’d  myfelf  to  the  provincial  and  to  the  prefident  0  Gua¬ 
temala,  ior  leave  to  return  home,  but  neither  of  them  would  confent  to 
it,  telling  me  there  was  a  find  order  from  the  king  and  council,  that  no 
pried  fent  by  his  majeftv  to  any  part  of  the  Indies,  fhould  return  to  Spain, 
until  ten  years  were  expired.  Hereupon,  finding  myfelf  a  pnfoner,  and 
without  hopes  for  the  prefent  of  feeing  England  for  many  years,  I  revi¬ 
ved  to  flay  no  longer  in  Guatemala,  but  to  go  and  learn  fome  /W;** 
language,  and  to  preach  to  them  in  their  towns,  where  perhaps  I  nsighc 
5*et*Hiore  money  towards  carrying  me  home,  than  I  could  by  flaying  in 
The  cloiiler  of  Guatemala.  Neverthelefs,  I  thought  proper  t»  write  t* 
friar  Pablo  de  Londres,  a  friend  of  mine  in  Spain,  and  an  Enghjbmar /,  to 
obtain  for  me  a  licence  from  court  and  from  the  general  of  the  order  at 

Rome,  to  return  to  my  own  country.  ..  , 

At  this  time  there  was  in  Guatemala ,  mar  France fco  de  Moran,  the 
prior  of  Coban ,  in  the  province  of  Vtra  Paz.  He  came  to  inform  the 
prefident  and  chancery,  that  he ffiould  have  fome  Spaniards  to  affid' 
him  to  find  out  a  way  from  that  country  to  Jucatan,  and  to  iuppreis 
fuch  barbarous  heathens  as  flopt  his  paffage,  and  invaded  the  chriftian 
Indians  ;  upon  which  the  prefident  ordered  fixty  Spamfh  foldiers  to 
attend  him.  This  Moran  being  my  particular  friend,  (having  been 
brought  up  in  Spain,  in  the  cloifter  of  San  Pablo  de  Valladolid,  where 
3  was  full  entered  a  friar)  was  very  defirous  of  my  company  along  with 
him,  as  an  affillant  in  converting  to  chriftianity  thefe  heathens  and 
idolators.  It  was  not  difficult  to  perfuade  me  to  fuch  an  undertaking, 
it  being  my  chief  delight  to  endeavour  to  conduft  all  ftray  fheep  into 
Cferift’s  fold,  and  therefore  I  refolved  to  quit  all  the  honour  and 

benefit 


F04  .The  Traveller. 

benefit  I  enjoy  d  in  the  univerfity  of  Guatemala,  arxf  onGe  more  try 
my  fortune  in  the  wide  world;  The  prefident  was  highly  pkaied  to 
hrid  fo  much  courage  in  me,  and  having  made  me  fome  prelentt,  ana  given 
me  fome  money  in  my  parfe,  he  fent  me  with  Moran  to  Ftra  Faz^vith 
the  fixty  foldiers  •  who  were  ordered  to  aid  and  aliitt  us. 

When  we  came  to  Coban,  we  refreshed  ourt elves  well,  and  then  pre- 
p.-ued  fora  dangerous  tnctrprife.  From  Golan  we  marched  to  two. 
great  towns  of  cnriltians,  caded  6t.  Peter  and  St.  ‘John,  where  we  had 
a  hundred  Indians  for  our  further  affi dance.  From  theie  towns  we 
travelled  two  days  journey  fafe  enough  upon  mules  and  among  chnltjans,  | 
meeting  with  many  {mall  towns  ;  but  afterwards  we  drew  near  the 
hcatnen  frontiers,  and  were  obliged  to  (]uit  our  muies  and  truft  to 
our  feet,  for  here  was  no  open  way.-  We  wandered  about  the  moun- 
ta,hs  for  two  days,  without 'any  hopes  of  finding  the  heathens.  The 
third  day^  we  came  to  a  low  valley,  in  the  niidlt  whereof  ran  a  ihallow 
river:  Here  we  found  fome  Mitpa  s  and  plantations  of  Indian  corn. 
Theie  were  teftimonies  to  us  of  fome  inhabitants  not  far  off.  We 
therefore  put  ourielves  in  order,  for  fear  of  a  furprife,  and  travelled- 
*a  i  when  we  prtfentiy  met  with  half  a  dozen  poor  cottages,  covered 
wun  boughs  ami  plantain  leaves,  in  which  we  found  tnree  Indian 
women,  two  men, and  five  young  children,  all  naked.  Here  we  refrcilied 
ourfelves,  and  gave  the  favages  ibme  of  our  provifions,  which  at  nrifc 
they  tefufed  to  eat,  howling  and  crying,  till  Moran  pacified  them, 
wiicfe  language  he  partly  underflood.  We  cioathed  them,  and  took  j 
.'hem  along  wich  us,  in  hopes  they  would  affiil  us  in  our  difeoveries :  1 
Rut  they  were  very  fullen,  and  we  could  get  nothing  out  of  them  that 
vay.  Towards  evening  we  dilcovered  a  dozen  more  little  huts,  wjth 
aoout  twenty  men,  women,  and  children  in  them,  from  whom  we 
took  fome  bows  and  arrows,  and  found  there  flore  of  plantains,  fome 
fifli,  and  dried  vehifon,  with  which  we  refrelhed  curfelves.  They  told 
us  cnere  was  a  great  town  about  two  days  journey  dillant,  which  put 
us  upon  our  guard  for  that  night.  Here  mylelf  and  feme  of  the 
company  began  to  be  fick  and  weary  ;  fo  that  the  next  day  1  was 
jiol  able  to  go  any  further,  and  therefore  it  was  agreed  to  tarry  for  a 
day,  and  to  fend  out  a  party  of  Spaniards  and  Indians  to  make  dif- 
coverics,  who  returning,  reported,  that  they  had  found  more  cottages 
and  plantations,  but  that  the  people  were  fled;  and  therefore  they 
cautioned  us  to  be  vvatenful  ;  for  the  flight  of  the  Indians  was  a 
certain  fign,  that  our  approacn  was  noiled  about  the  country.  The 
ssext  day  we  propofed  to  move  forwards  to  the  plantations  which  our 
fcouts  had  dilcovered,  being  (as  we  were  informed)  more  open,  and 
therefore  more  convenient  for  difeovering  any  danger.  All  thefe  plan¬ 
tations  lay  along  the  river,  and  it  was  exceeding  hot  ;  which  occafioned 
the  nux,  and  fever  among!)  us.  With  much  fatigue  and  faintnefs  l 
got  that  day  to  the  end  of  our  journey,  and  began  feverely  to  repent 
of  my  undertaking  ;  being  much  in  fear  of  the  favages,  who  were 
all  alarmed  through  the  country.  The  night  watch  was  fet,  and  myfelf 
and  the  lick  Spaniards  went  to  red,  fome  upon  the  ground  and  fome 
in  hamocks.  About  midnight  the  watch  alarmed  us  with  the  approach 
........  of 
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of  the  enemy,  who  came  furioufly  on,  and  by  reconnoitring,  were  fup- 
poi'ed  to  be  about  a  thoufand.  Our  drums  began  to  beat,  and  our 
people  to  fire  amongft  them  ;  upon  which  the  lavages  made  dreadful 
fchouts  and  horrid  yeiis.  Moran  came  to  me,  and  defired  me  to  fear 
nothin  ■  but  to  lie  Hill,  for  I  could  do  them  no  fervice,  and  was  out  of 
dancer?  The  fleirmiih  Med  about  an  hour,  when  the  enemy  began 
to  ily  ;  we  took  ten  prifoners,  and  in  the  morning  found  thirteen 
dead.  We  had  only  five  wounded,  one  whereof  died  the  next  day. 

In  the  morning  our  foldiers  began  to  mutiny  and  to  talk  of  returning 
back,  fearing  a  more  violent  omet  thac  day,  or  the  following  night  j 
becaufe  fome  of  the  prifoners  told  them  plainly,  that  if  we  did  not 
retreat,  we  fhould  certainly  be  attacked  by  fix  or  feven  thoufand, 
and  further  told  us,  they  well  knew  the  Spaniards  were  mailers  of  all 
the  country  except  that  little  fpot  of  theirs,  which  they  defired  to  enjoy 
peaceably  and  quietly  ;  that  if  we  intended  only  to  fee  the  country, 
su.  ;  -o  pafs  through,  it  in  friendfhip,  they  would  not  moleft  us  ;  but  if 
we  came  in  a  holtile  manner,  to  conquer  them,  and  bring  them  into 
flavery,  as  we  had  done  their  neighbours,  they  were  refolved  to  die 
rather  than  lurrender  and  fubmit.  Our  people  were  divided  in  their 
opinion  ;  Moran  and  fome  of  them  were  for  travelling  peaceably 
.through  the  country  to  Jucatan  ;  others  were  for  fighting  ;  and  a  third 
for  returning  back  ;  but  that  day  nothing  was  done  ;  for  ws  could  not 
flir  by  reafon  or  the  fick  and  wounded  :  So  that  we  continued  in  the 
fame  nation  that  night  ;  and  about  the  fame  hour  a  fecond  attack  was 
made  upon  us  ;  but  the  enemy  finding  us  prepared  to  receive  them,  fqon 
fled,  in  the  morning  we  refolved  to  returnback;  and  Moran  fent 
the  Indians  woid.  that  if  they  would  permit  him  to  go  peaceably 
through  their  coantry  to  difcover  fome  land  in  Jucatan,  he  would 
come  in  a  few  months  with  only  half  a  dozen  Indians  with  him  ; 
and  that  he  knew,  if  they  proved  treacherous  to  him,  the  Spaniards 
would  revenge  it,  and  not  leave  one  of  them  alive.  They  fent  him 
anfvver,  that  himfdf,  and  any  .few  Indians  he  would  bring  with  him, 
Ihould  be  welcome  to  pafs  through  their  country,  and  Ihould  be  well 
entertained  :  All  which  Moran  and  they  mutually  performed  the  year 
following.  We  returned  back  the  fame  way  we  came,  carrying  with 
us  fome  of  thefe  children  we  had  taken  prifoners,  as  a  prefent  to  the 
prefident  of  Guatemala,  who  were  chriftened,  and  brought  up  in  the 
cioifier  there. 

1  remained  after  this  for  a  while  in  Cohan ,  and  in  the  towns  there¬ 
abouts,  until  fuch  time  at  the  fhips  came  to  the  gulph,  wihther  I 
went  with  Moran  to  buy  wines,  oils,  doaths,  and  fuch  things  as  the 
cloiller  wanted  for  the  prefent.  At  which  time  there  being  a  frigate 
ready  to  fail  for  Truxillo ,  and  Moran  having  fome  bufinefs  there,  I 
embarked  along  with  him.  We  did  not  liay  above  a  week  in  tlvat 
-port,  which  is  but  a  very  weak  one,  but  fet  out  by  land  for  Guatemala , 
being  near  a  hundred  leagues,  palling  through  the  country  of  Cama- 
yagua,  commonly  called  Honduras:  1  his  is  a  woody  mountainous 
country,  very  bad  and  inconvenient  for  travelling;  and  I  found  it  the 
poortii  country  in  America  :  but  we  wanted  neither  for  guides  nor  good 
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living  ;  fothe  poor  Indians  thought  neither  their perfonal  attendance  4 
nor  any  thing  they  enjeyed  too  goad  for  us  ;  and  therefore  we  palled  | 
comfortably  enough  through  this  barren  country.  | 

When  we  came  to  Guatemala,  we  were  joyfully  received  by  the 
prefident  and  friars  ;  and  the  inhabitants  elleeined  us  true  apoftles,  bc- 
Caufe  wo  had  ventured  our  lives  in  discovering  thefe  heathens,  opening 
a  way  for  their  conversion,  and  fending  thole  poor  ignorant  children 
to  the  cloifter,  to  be  intruded  in  the  chrillian  religion.  Moran  was 
not  a  little  proud  of  the  prefent  and  favour  he  received  from  the 
prefident,  and  the  popular  appiaufe  of  the  citizens.  He  would  have  j 
perfuaded  me  to  have  ventured  with  him  again  upon  his  fecond  expe¬ 
dition  among!!  thefe  favages  with  only  a  few  Indian  guides  ;  But  J  had 
Several  reafons  to  decline  the  propofal,  as  the  uncertain  Hate  of  my 
health,  rnv  incapacity  of  travelling  fo  far  on  foot,  the  danger  [ 
apprehended  from  the  barbarians  in  revenge  for  carrying  away  their 
children,  and  the  fmall  hopes  I  had  of  making  money  there  fufficient 
to  carry  me  to  my  native  country,  which  was  a  conlideration  para¬ 
mount  to  all  o  hers,  becaufe  there  I  expedtd  to  fatisfy  my  conicience 
as  to  the  doubts  and  fcruples  with  which  I  was  continually  perplexed, 
relating  to  the  true  principles  of  the  ebriftian  religion.  Therefore 
thought  I  might  better  employ  my  time  in  learning  lome  Indian  lan¬ 
guage-.  about  Guatemala,  where  l  Ihould  be  nearer  to  my  friends  ;  and 
the  Indians,  being  generally  rich,  were  always  generous  to  their  prielis 
and  teachers.  I  had  fo  much  intereft  with  the  provincial,  that  I  knew 
I  could  fettle  any  where  about  Guatemala,  from  whence  I  might  faci¬ 
litate  my  return  to  England,  and  keep  an  open  correfpondence  with 
my  friends  in  Spain.  1  difeovered  my  fentiments  to  the  provincial, 
(who  was  then  at  Guatemala)  and  he  prefently  and  willingly  condc- 
feended  to  my  requeft,  advifing  me  co  learn  the  Poconchi  language,  of 
which  f  had  already  obtained  forne  fmall  knowledge  whilft  I  fo- 
jou tried  in  the  province  of  Vera  Paz,  and  which  is  moft  ufed  in  the 
provinces  of  Guatemala,  Vera  Paz,  and  San  Salvador.  He  Laid  ha 
would  recommend  me  to  a  particular  friend  of  his  in.  the  town  of 
Potapa,  named  friar  Peter  Molina,  who  was  very  old,  and  wanted  the 
company  and  affiilance  of  fome  young  perfon  to  eafe  him  in  the  charge 
of  fo  large  a  rown,  and  fo  many  travellers  pafitng  through  it.  The 
provincial,  if  he  had  known  my  own  wi  fires,  could  not  have  gratified 
them  in  a  more  agreeable  manner  ;  and  therefore  on  Midfummer-Day , 

I  left  Guatemala,  arid  went  to  Petapa,  diftant  fix  leagues,  and  there  j 
fettled  myfelf  to  learn  the  Indian  language.  Old  Molina  confidering 
bimfelf  in  years,  and  to  oblige  the  provincial,  was  not  unwilling  to 
accept  my  company,  and  to  impart  to  me  what  he  had  obtained  by 
rnany  years  experience  of  the  Poconchi  dialed.  After  the  ftrft  fix  weeks 
Molina  wrote  for  rne  in  that  tongue  a  short  exhortation,  which  he 
expounded  to  me,  direding  me  to  learn  it  without  book,  and  I  deli¬ 
vered  it  publickly  upon  the'feaft  or  St.  ‘James.  After  this  he  gave 
me  another  exhortation  in  Spanljb,  which  I  was  to  tranflate  into  Indian ,  ,| 

and  he  correded  it  ;  and  I  afterwards  delivered  that  in  publick. 
After  which  in  a  flior t  time,  1  ventured  to  preach  in  publick  to  the 

Indians, 
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Indians,  and  grew  fuch  a  proficient,  that  I  could  talk  with 
common  converfation.'  Molina  was  not  a  .itt.e  P -  J  “*  '  3  ’  ‘ 
wrote  to  the  provincial,  that  by  his^iVdance,  1  was; grown  >o  p 
in  the  Poconcki  language,  that  1  was  now  capable  of  t-king  1 i  ch  g 
of  Indians  upon  me,  and  to  preach  alone  j  cehrmg  him  tp  b-‘.  P  ^  v 
me  fome  vicarage  and  benefice,  where!  mgnt  by  fondant  Pre*chnS’ 
complete  what  ffcad  fo  fuccefcfully  begun.  Myfriend  tne 
wanted  no  fpur  to  ffiew  his  kmdnefs  and  re.pett  fo.  r..c,  a  ... 
fore  forthwith  lent  orders  for  me  to  repair  to  the  two  towns  o\  M * 
and  Pi-la,  and  to  take  upon  me  the  charge  and  car.  of  the 
in  thofe  two  places;  and  to  give  an  account  qoart?.ly  of  wife  I 
received  thence  10  the  cloifter  of  Guatemala,  unto  which  aa  ^valley 
did  belong  All  th s  Indian  towns,  and  the  friars  who  live  .n  them, 
are  fubordinate  to  fome  clditter  ;  and  the  friars  are  obugeo  to  accoum 
to  that  cloifter  fer  all  the  money  they  receive,  -ter  their  ■ 

their  fervants  expeoces  are  defraied.  NotwithOandieg  this,  thenar 
of  the  cloiilers  generally  fettle  «  upon  an  »”d 

remainder  the  priells  put  into  their  pockets  t  which  l.  fo, « 
enabie  them  to  craffick,  live  laxurtpully,  gain-.,  «n  '  l  "  ' 

without  controul;  for  if  they  only  take  care  to  pay  their  ^  ratts, 
their  fuperiors  trouble  themfelves  about :  nothing  elfe.  Wntt  tins  W 
bordination  to  the  prior  and  cloifter  of  Guatemala,  i 
to  the  Indians  of  Mixco  and  Pinola  ;  from  whence  an  old  J  ; 

fourfcore  years  of  age,  was  removed  to  his  closer  of  reft,  as  not  bei.  b 
able  any^ linger  to  perform  the  duty  of  his  office  in  two  towns  ciftant 

t,'MVrrl0tcmeTa“ok:^myre,ff,om  the  books  ofW  and 
accomot*  in  the  cloilkr  of  Guatemala,  how  my  M  ‘  “  f 

been  annually  rated  for  fome  years  pall,  that  ’  credit, 

and  my  expenccs  in  fuch  a  manner,  as  10  be  a  ■■  ■  . 

and  yet  to  gain  the  favour  and  efteem  of  the  cloifte  ;  b X.  ^'^he.lo 
greater  yearly  payments  than  any  of  my  p.edectfloi  1 
lone  I  found  that  four  hundred  crowns  were  the  utmcfl  that  evfcr 
my  old  predeceffor  had  paid  in.  I  then  carefully  -ace  a  comptatlon 
of  the  annual  revenues  which  thefe  two  towns  br-mgnt  .mo  -  -  -  ^  ^  • 
and  what  by  offerings,  confeftions,  maffes  tacramei  . .  *  ^  _  - 
other  aids,  they  amounted  to  at  lead  two  thoufano. crowns,  > 
five  hundred  pounds  fterling.  Whereupon  I  took  an  emporium^  • 
private  conference  with  the  prior  of  Guatemala,  to  at.  him ’  ft  „ ‘  a 

cloifter  expefted  I  fhould  pay  them  yearly  durmg  ^^Vanndil 
thofe  two  towns;  He  told  me  if  I  took  care  to  upbo.d  the  ann^l 

revenue,  he  would  thank  me,  and  the  cloifter  v.myid  ?x^wt/rtd>\ 
for  the  remainder  I  might  apply  to  my  own  «-■-  ‘ 

■prcdeceffor  had  paid  four  hundred  crowns  a  year,  and  I  vvm  . 
to  forfeit  my  benefice,  if  I  did  not  pay  five  bund  cd  «  h;  V™ 
greatly  rejoiced,  and  toid  me  he  would  fee  me  well  pg.  . 

wine  and  cloathing  ;  for  the  c.oifttrs  find  ad  tiwn  “ 
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I  lived  five  years  in  the  two  towns  of  Mixco  and  Pinola,  and  had 
the  good  fortune  to  make  more  money  there  in  that  time  than  any  I 
prieft  had  done  before  me.  For  in  my  firft  year’s  refidence  it  picafed 
heaven  to  fend  one  of  the  plagues  of  Egypt  amongft  them,  fuch  (warms 
of  locufts  as  had  never  been  feen  there  before,  inforouch  that  they  even 
darkened  the  beams  of  the  lun.  Great  were  the  alarms  and  cries  of 
the  people  upon  this  occafion,  that  they  fhould  be  ruined,  and  the  I 
produce  and  fruits  of  the  earth  all  deftroyed.  The  magiftrates  made 
the  Indians  go  out  into  the  fields  that  were  fowed  and  planted,  with 
theit  trumpets,  arums,  and  other  inftruments  ;  and  it  was  furpiizing 
to  behold  the  effefh  which  the  noife  of  thefe  inftruments,  and  the 
shouts  of  the  Indium  had  upon  the  creatures,  infomuch  that  they  quitted 
the  fields  and  took  to  the  woods  and  mountains,  and  hung  fo  thick 
upon  the  boughs  of  the  trees,  that  many  limbs  broke  down  with  their 
weight.  This  plague  proved  of  great  advantage  to  me  ;  for  procef- 
fions  were  made  and  mafies  fung  for  averting  it  ;  and  in  Mixco  mod 
of  the  idois  were  carried  in  procefiion  to  the  fields,  efpecially  thole  of 
®ur  lady  and  St.  Nicholas  lolentinc ,  which  thefe  poor  ignorant  peep  s 
are.  taught  to  believe  will  defend  them  from  ficknefs,  plagues,  con¬ 
tagions,  or  any  other  great  and  imminent  dangers.  There  was  ficarce 
a  Spani/h  hufhandman  in  the  valley,  vyho  upon  this  occafion  came 
not  to  the  town  of  Mixco  with  offerings  to  thefe  faints,  and  who  made  • 
not  a  vow  to  have  a  mafs  fung  to  St.  Nicholas.  And  when  the  locufts 
had  left  the  country,  being  drove  by  a  ftrong  land  wind  into  the  South 
Sea,  the  people  cried  out  to  our  lady  and  St.  Nicholas,  Milc-gro  !  a 
miracle  !  alcribing  more  praife  to  thefe  faints  than  to  God  ;  and  by 
thefe  proceffons  and  mafies  I  got  many  hundred  crowns.  The  next 
year  a  contagious  diftemper,  or  plague,  ran  through  the  country  ;  It 
began  with  a  kind  of  fever  in  the  bowels,  then  their  tongue  and  mouths  *  [j 
rotted.,  and  they  turned  as  black  as  a  coal.  This  contagion  was  fo 
infediious,  that  it  generally  feized  the  whole  houfe,  and  upon  thole 
who  came  to  vifit  them  ;  and  thofe  who  died,  were  generally  carried 
off  in  three  or  four  days.  Very  few  Spaniards  were  infefted  by  it  : 

It  was  reported  to  have  begun  at  Mexico,  and  to  have  fpread  from.nl 
town  to  town  until  it  came  co  Guatemala,  and  went  forwards  through  «.  1 
the  country.  1  vifited  many  who  died  of  this  diftemper,  and  through 
providence  efcaped  the  infedion,  ufing  no  other  antidote  againfr  it,  but  j 
meiling  a  handkerchief  dipt  in  vinegar.  I  received  two  crowns  lor 
every  one  that  died,  lor  a  mafs  for  their  fouls  out  of  purgatory.  An 
loon. as  the  ficknels  ceafed,  the  magiftrates  caufed  the  people  to  be 
numbered,  and  to  make  up  ihe  lofs  they  had  fuftained  by  the  contagion, 
they  obliged  all  the  young  people  of  the  two  towns,  of  twelve  years  t 
of  age  and  upwards,  to  marry;  upon  which  occafion  I  married  above  \ 
fourfeore  couple,  and  was  paid  two  crowns  for  each  marriage. 

I  hough  my  profit  here  was  very  great,  yet,  bleffed  be  God,  it  did 
not  mind  m\  eyes  fo  much,  but  I  could  plainly  perceive  the  policy  >) 
of  the  church  of  Rome,  in  fleecing  her  bigots  to  pamper  (he  priefts  , 
sod  enrich  the  clergy.  TJje  judgments  of  heaven  did  not  ceafe  here  ; 
ror  after  this  ficknefs,  everyday  about  noon,  for  a  month  together  ; 
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jin  the  year  1 (■  %z.  there  fell  fuch  violent  ihewers  ofrr'n,  accompanied 
I  with  fuch  d; dful  thandcr  and  lightning,  as  threatned  deftru&ion  to 
I  the  whole ’country,  which  fwept  away  great  quantities  of  corn  and 
I  r.nr.y  cottages  of  he  poor  Indian.  Several  people  were  killed  by  the 

I  .-lightning  about  the  country  :  A  FranciUah  friar  was  ft  ruck  dead  a* 

II  he  was  fleeping  upon  his  bed  in  the  clotfter  of  Guatemala.  And  I 
I  rnyfelf  was  wonderfully  preferred  by  the  hand  of  providence;  for 

II  being  upon  a  Saturday  n  ght  at  prayers  in  my  chamber,  [  was  ftruck 
I  down  by  the  lightning,  and  lay  as  beau  for  a  confiderable  time. 
|  When  1  came  to  myfelf,  1  found  ieveral  Indians  round  about  me, 
|  who  were  come  to  fee  wheth.tr  my  houfe  which  joined  to  the  church, 
ft  was  not  on  fire  ;  the  fame  flafh  killed  two  calves  juft  under  my 
I  window  :  The  chapel  of  our  lady  in  the  valiey  of  f  Hxco  was  ter  on 
ft  fire  by  lightniifg  and  burnt  to  th  ground,  as  were  alfo  bo'ufes  there, 
ft  This  ftormy  iVTon  alio  brought  me  much  profit  by  m.-fies  and 
liprbeeffions. 

t  he  fumm  r  following  .tiittre  happened  extraor  linary  earthquakes  ; 
by  one  of  which  the  whole  City  of 
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I  was  deiiroyed,  and  ahnoft  ail  the  people  were  loft,  the  ear  n  opening 
and  fivib’owi  rr.cft  of  them  up  five,  lu  Mixco  iome  {hocks  were 
1  fo  violent  a  to  make  the  bells  ring  in  the  ileeple.  Small  (bakings 
\  of  the  t at : h  happen’d  fo  iar  ent,  that  I  did  not  ufe  to  mind  them, 
and  if  in  bed  would,  not  rite  for  them;  but  this  year  I  was 'greatly 
terrified  mo  'e  eJpecialiy  one  morning  being  in  my  chamber  at  fludy, 

1  was  furpnted' by  a  ludtien  a. id  molt  violent  lhock,  and  fearing  the 
houfe  would  fall  upon  my  heal  before  I  could  get  down  the  ftaiis, 

I  I  ran  to  the  window,  which  was  in  a  very  thick  wall  and  arched 
I  over,  the  Spaniards  holding  this  the  fafeft  place  if  the  houfe  fhould  fall, 

:  I  expected  nothing  but  death, (  but  as  foon  as  I  got  under  the  arch. 

I  the  earthquake  ceal'ed,  though  my  heart  did  not  ceafe  to  quake  for 

I  fear.  Whilft  l  was  cor. lidding  whether  I  ftiould  run  into  the  yard, 
or  ftay  where  I  was,  a  fecond  (hock  came  on  more  fevere  than  the 
'I  firft  :  I  would  have  leaped  out  of  the  window,  but  it  was  fo  high 
from  the  ground,  that  1  ran  a  great  hazard  of  breaking  my  limbs',  if 
1  efcaped  with  life.  Whilft:  my  thoughts  were  thus  confuted,  I  was 
furprifed  with  a  tnird  motion  as  violent  as  the  firft:  ;  and  now  I  had 
fixed  my  foot  in  the  window  ready  to  leap  out,  if  the  fourth  fhock 
had  come  on  ;  but  thanks  to  heaven,  I  felt  no  more,  and  fo  was 
preferved. 

Thus  by  the  hand  of  providence  my  life  was  twice  fpared  in  Mixco : 
And  in  the  city  of  Pinola  I  was  very  near  lofing  my  leg  by  a  Angular 
accident.  There  is  in  this  country  a  fmall  infe£l,  called  by  the 
Spaniards,  Migua ,  lefs  than  the  fmall  eft  flea,  and  fcarce  difcernabla 
by  the  naked  eye  ;  they  are  common  all  over  the  Indies,  yet  in  fome 
places  more  plentiful  than  others.  Thefe  little  vermine  get  into  the 
feet  and  legs,  and  there  caufe  a  fmall  tumour  by  the  party’s  fcratching. 
here  it  lays  its  nits,  which  incrcafe  the  tumour  larger  and  larger,  and 
caufe  fuch  an  immoderate  itching,  that  by  the  perfon's  fcratching,  it 
fefters  to  that  degree  as  to  endanger  the  leg,  if  not  the  Wfe  of  the 

patient. 
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pitient.  The  Spaniard)  report,  that  many  of  Sir  Francis  Drake's 
Soldiers  loll  their  lives  by  thefe  little  creatures,  when  they  landed  at 
A’ a  nib  re  de  dies,  and  marched  towards  Panama  ;  for  feeling  their  feet 
to  itch,  and  not  knowing  the  canfe  thereof,  they  fcratched  fo  immo¬ 
derately,  that  their  whole  body  got  inflamed,  and  they  died.  Soin» 
think  it  bell  to  take  them  oat  when  they  caule  the  firll  itching,  and 
are  getting  into  the  flcfh,  but  this  is  difficult  to  do,  becaufe  they  #re 
fo  fmall  you  cannot  well  perceive  them,  and  may  be  apt  to  break  1 
them,  and  the  fmalleft  part  will  do  as  much  mifehief  as  the  whole.  ‘ 
The  Spaniards  commonly  let  them  alone  until  they  have  bred  a  bag  , 
of  nits,  which  fhewtth  itfelf  like  a  blifler  through  the  ikin  ;  and  then 
with  a  pin  they  dig  round  about  the  bliiter,  and  with  the  point  of 
the  pin  take  out  the  whole  bag,  which  if  they  can  do  without  breaking,  ‘ 
no  further  diforder  enfues.  When  I  firit  came  to  Pincla,  a  Migua  1 
got  into  my  foot,  and  I  not  knowing  the  nature  of  the  vermin,  con- 
tinned  fcratching,  until  my  foot  fetlered  and  fwelled  as  if  I  had  been 
bit  by  a  ractle-fnalce,  and  I  was  obliged  to  lie  two  months  in  a  furgeon’s  , 
hands,  who  with  much  difficulty  faved  my  kg. 

1  have  great  reafon  to  adore  the  providence  of  God  for  many  other 
fig u cl  deliverances  ;  for  1  underwent  many  hazards  both  from  men 
and  devils,  being  in  a  ftrange  country,  diftant  from  all  my  friends,  and  ‘j 
propagating  the  religion  of  chriit  amongff  infidels,  idolaters,  and  , 
heathens.  As  1  had  undertaken  the  care  of  the  Indians ,  as  to  the 
welfare  of  their  fouls,  I  thought  it  alfo  my  duty  to  take  fome  little  1 
care  of  their  bodies  alfo,  and  to  endeavour  as  far  as  lay  in  my  power  1 
to  prevent  their  being  ahufed  by  the 'cruel  Spaniards  ;  and  this  ait  of 
chriilianity  had  like  to  have  colt  me  my  life,  upon  the  following 
occafion.  A  poor  Indian  of  Pinola  worked  for  a  Spaniard  named 
Franc  i/co  de  Montenegro,  who  lived  about  a  mile  and  half  from  the 
town;  this  Spaniard  not  paying  the  poor  fellow  his  wages,  he  threatned  ! 
to  complain  to  me  ;  whereupon  the  Spaniard  beat  him  to  that  degree  1 
that  his  life  was  in  danger';  of  this  barbarity  1  complained  to  the  , 
preffdent  of  Guatemala,  who  fent  for  Montenegro  to  the  city,  impri¬ 
soned  him  until  the  Indian  was  recovered,  and  then  fent  him  back,  [ 
after  having  made  him  pay  a  fmart  fine.  1  took  publick  notice  of  ' 
this  affair  from  my  pulpit  upon  the  Sabbath  day,  advifing  all  the  ‘ 
Indians  who  fhould  be  abufed  by  the  mercilefs  Spaniards  to  apply  to 
me,  and  I  would  fee  that  juftice  fhould  be  done  them.  This  nettled  ' 
Montenegro  to  .the  heart,  who  publickly  vow  d  revenge  upon  me. 
This  was  told  me  by  fome  friends,  but  I  difregarded  it,  looking  upon 
it  only  as  the  vain  boafting  of  a  Spaniard,  tiii  one  day  fome  of  my 
fervants  came  to  my  chamber-door,  and  defired  me  to  take  care  of 
my,fe,r;  for  Montenegro  was  in  my  yard  with  a  naked  fword,  intending 
to  kill  me  ;  I  immediately  fent  privately  for  the  officers  of  the  town 
to  my  affiftance  ;  but  the  Spaniard  perceiving  himfelf  diicovered  made 
off.  Upon  this,  for  my  future  fafety,  I  procured  one  Miguel  Dalva, 
a  black-moor,  and  a  flout  laity  feilovv,  to  live  with  me  as  a  protestor  i 
againtl  this  blood-thirsty  Spaniard.  The  Sunday  following  being  to  ride 
iq  Mixco  to  preach,  I  took  Dalva  and  half  a  dozen  Indians  along  with 
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me  as  a  guard  ;  and  going  through  a  fmall  thicket  in  tne  midft  of 
the  valley,  there  we  found  Mont. negro  armed  and  waiting  1O1  me  . 
but  feeing  me  fo  well  guarded  he  made  no  attempt  upon  my  perion, 
only  gave  me  opprobrious  language,  telling  me  he  hoped  to  find  me 
alone  iome  time  or  other,  i  now  thought  delays  were  cangerous, 
and  therefore  made  a  fecond  complaint  to  the  prefident  of  his  be¬ 
haviour  ;  who  imprifoned  him  for  a  month  ;  and  afterwards  banilhed 
him  thirty  leagues  from  the  valley,  not  to  return  upon  pain  of  death  ; 
and  thus  I  providentially  tfcaped  his  fury .  . 

There  having  been  various  reports  about  the  idolatry  o,  taele  Indians 
before  the  chriftians  came  among!!  them  ;  and  the  Spaniards  pofitively 
affirm,  that  they  worfhiped  the  devil,  and  that  lie  uled  to  appear 
arnongft  them  at  their  leligious  rites  and  ceremonies.  The  truth  of 
this  I  lhall  not  take  upon  me  to  affirm:  But  what  hath  appeared  to 
me  from  my  own  knowledge,  and  what  my  own  eyes  have  freii, 
may  boldly  affirm  for  a  truth.  What  power  or  influence  the  devil 
might  be  allowed  over  thefe  poor  ignorant  creatures  before  the  glorious 
light  of  the  goipel  fhone  upon  them,  is  not  for  me  to  determine : 
But  I  am  fully  fatisfied,  that  whilft  I  was  arnongft  them,  many  of 
them,  both  men  and  women,  who  outwardly  profdfed  to  be  oncue 
and  devout  chriftians,  privately  prattifed  their  old  black  art  of  povv- 
wawing,  that  is,  forcery,  conjuration,  and  witchcraft,  as  will  appear 
by  the  following  few  relations,  ail  well-known  to  me,  as  happening 
in  my  time.  And  I  h-pe  my  charade r,  as  a  divine,  a  mitlionary, 
and  a  converter  of  fouls  to  the  truth,  will  fo  far  juftify  me,  as  to 
induce  my  readers  to  believe,  that  i  would  not  impole  upon  the  world 
falffiood  for  truth,  againft  the  diflaies  of  my  confcience,  and  the  all- 

feeing  eye  of  heaven.  ,  . 

There  lived  in  Pinpla  an  old  woman  named  Martho  de  Lari! to ,  who 
had  formerly  been  accuftd  before  the  Spanijb  juft  ices  of  witchcraft  ; 
but  there  being  no  pofuive  evidence  againft  her,  fhe  was  acquitted. 
Whilft  I  was  there,  two  or  three  perfons  died  after  a  ftrange  manner  : 
They  accufed  Carilk  with  bewitching  them,  declaring  that  they  mv 
this  woman  about  their  beds,  affrighting  and  threading  them  wiiii 
a  frowning  countenance.  They  pofitively  affirming  this  to  me,  whilft 
at  confeffion,  I  lent  word  to  Don  Juan  He  Guzman,  the  chief  magift rate 
of  the  town,  that  I  thought  an  enquiry  ought  to  be  made  into  tne 
affair;  and  he  procured  irom  the  biffiop  a  commiffion  for  myltlr  and 
ano.her  officer  of  the  inquifition,  to  make  a  diligent  an...  p.i.^ie  en 
quiry  into  her  behaviour,  and  way  of  life  :  Accordingly  convene 
before  me,  the  principal  inhabitants  and  perfons  of  the  greateft  credit 
in  the  town,  who  all  accufed  her  of  devilifh  p  radices  ;  and  all  of 
them  pofitively  affirmed,  that  before  the  acculation  of  witchcraft  was 
allecigcd  againft  her,  a  duck  ufed  to  follow  her  wherever  (he  went 
about  the  town  ;  that  it  would  alfo  follow  her  to  church,  but  would 
wait  at  the  church  dobr  until  fne  came  out  again,  and  then  go  home 
with  her  ;  that  (everal  of  the  inhabitants  had  fet  their  dogs  at  the 
duck,  but  none  of  them  would  ever  come  near  if,  but  neak  away 

as  if  they  were  terrified  ;  and  this  they  thought  to  bs  her  familiar 
'  ■  ipirit  ; 
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[pint  ;  .or  it  never  appeared  after  her  nr:f  accafation  before  tie  Stauiti 
juhices  j  and  that  as  tc  her  worldly  eftate,  fhe  was  cfteemed  one  of 
tncpooreft  women  in  the  town,  and  yet  fhe  always  had  ph  ;7  of 
money,  and  no  one  knew  how  fhe.  came  by  it.  Having  received  this 
private  information,  and  it  being  tn  .-in. .  of  Lm>,  when  the  whole 
town  came  to  coafeiuon,  this  woman  ca  .  e  among;;  me  re U  to  conieiV 
her  uns.  I  examined  her  very  dole  tone  •  a<;  ciis  orivate  opinion  and 
accafation  of  cne  hd^ns,  and  alio  won.  the  dying  perior.s  had -declared 
to  me,  that  fhe  had  bewitched  thun.  I'o  which  fhe  replird  weeping 
that  ihe  was  wronged.  1  a  Iked  her,  now  ihe,  being  a  poor  woteahf  arid 
having  no  whole  way  of  procuring  it,  came  by  fo  mucn  money  as 
was  genera. ly  ieen  about  her  She  answered,  God  gave  it  her  [ 
exhorted  her.  much  to  repentance,  and  to  forwfce-  ail  ceoverte  and 
fedo.vfhip  with  the  devil  or  his  imps.  By  her  words  and  anfwers 
ihe  leeraed  to  be  a  pious  holy  woman.  Sneearnettjy  iotreated  me  to 
admit  her  to  tne  communion  with  the  red  of  the  pe.ook  who  were 
to  receive  the  next  day.  [  told  her  1  -  aril:  not  do  it ;  for  it  was  not 

lawful  for  me.  to  give  her  the  nr,  whilft  ihe  lay  under  the 

genera,  accusation  of  being  a  vvs-cii  :  fche  ?ned  manv  tears,  and  laid, 

ine  had  received  the  communion  for  many  years,  and  it  sieved  her 

to  be  deprived  of  it  in  her  old  age  And  ihe  went  awaVverv  dif- 
contented.  I  was  very  much  perpl-sd  .jn  my  mind,  and  inclinable 
to  believe  the  old  woman  innocent,  bar  it  not  been  for  dm  following 
accident,  .which  happened  to  me  the -.very  G;  .  aber  :  f  ,]  refufe  d 
her  the  facrament  ;  as  I  was  at  {lady  it:  i  ly  cilan  1:  •  b  md  * 

eleven  oaock  and  my  fervants  all  in  bed,  on  a  act,  the  great' 

°  *i  u'  f  ^  3  1  i  jW  ° Pcn*  and  I  nea? .1  [ome.perb  o  walkim  a  joot 
tne  hall  for  a  coofiderabie  time,  at  length  I  heard  axiror  r.,  -  .  :  ,r;o  a 
room  where  my  Teddies  hung,  I  then  Imposed  ly  m;  du  b,\i  ,  -  k- 
inoor,  Mir;ual  Duha,  hanging  up  his  faddle,  became  he  v/oidd  i 
come  in  late,  and  lodged  at  my  houfe,  I  therefore  called  him  h-  ids 
name  leveral  times,  but  no  body  anfwered  ;  ■  „d  p m..v  the  door 

whieh  leads  out  of  the  hall  into  the  garden,  fiewep.u/  '  hs  fur- 

priaeu  me,  and  1  rapped  fmartly  with  my  can  to  wa.te  m^Ver-vants, 
who  came  up  into  my  chamber  (for  they  ail  flept  below.  i  .  d  dwm 
if  they  had  not  heard  home  body  in  the  half;  tr,ev  all  except  one. 
anfwered  no  .  for  they  were  all  afleep  ;  but  one  of  t;.:m  -  he  heard 
it,  and  gave  me  exadly  the  fame  account  of  it  as  I  have  related.  I 
then  too.c  the  candle  and  went  down  to  examine  the  doors,  which  I 

found  all  made  fad,  and  in  the  fame  pofition  (as  tne  fervants  allured 

me;  they  were  in  when  they  went  to  bed.  I  then  caufed  two  of  my 
fervants  to  wait  in  my  chamber  all  night,  with  a  light  burning  by 
tnem  ;  being  refolved,  if  I  heard  any  more  noife,  to  pro ic cute  the 
difeovery  i  poffible  ;  but  all  was  quiet  afterwards.  The  next  morning 
early  [  lent  for  the  fifeal,  or  clerk  of  the  church,  and  acquainted 
b.im  in  what  manner  I  had  been  disturbed  the  night  before  :  He  faid 
it  was  the  old  woman  Carillo  ;  for  {he  frequently  played  inch  pranks 
to  thofe  who  offended  her.  I  was  fully  convinced  it  could  not  bo 
ihe  herltif,  who  got  into  my  houfe,  what  her  familiar  fpirits  might 
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do,  I  cannot  determine.  However,  that  day,  after  fhe  communion 
was  over,  fome  creditable  Indians  informing  me,  that  old  Carillo 
threatened  to  play  me  fome  prank,  for  refuftng  her  the  facrament,  I 
thought  it  was  the  moll  prudent  method,  for  my  own  eafe  and  the 
peace  of  the  town,  to  fend  her  to  the  prefident  and  bilhop  at  Guatemala  ; 
and  accordingly  I  fent  her  thither,  with  the  informations  I  had  taken 
againft  her,  and  the  evidences  and  witnefles  to  fupport  the  fame,  when 
'Ihe  was  committed  to  prifon  for  her  trial,  and  died  there  within  two 
months. 

But  this  was  nothing  to  what  happened  afterwards  to  one  John 
Gomez,  a  man  of  near  fourfcore  years  of  age,  the  head  and  ruler  of 
the  moil  powerful  tribe  of  Indians,  whofe  advice  and  counfel  was  taken 
and  preferred  in  all  their  affairs  :  This  man  feemed  to  be  a  very  godly 
Indian ,  feldom  miffing  morning  and  evening  prayers  in  the  church, 
lipon  which  he  had  bellowed  many  rich  gifts  and  donations.  This 
Indian  was  fuddenly  taken  fick,  and  I  being  at  Mixco,  nine  miles  from 
Pinola,  was  fent  for  at  midnight  to  hear  his  confeffion,  and  to  affift 
him  in  his  lad  moments.  I  accordingly  came  to  him  in  a  very  wet 
night,  elleeming  it  a  work  of  charity  ;  When  I  arrived,  I  found  hint 
much  muffled  up  :  He  thanked  me  for  the  care  I  had  of  his  foul,  and 
defired  me  to  take  his  confeffion,  by  which  and  his  lamentations,  I  took 
him  to  be  a  fincere  penitent  ;  I  prepared  him  for  death,  and  as  I  was 
giving  him  the  extreme  unflion,  I  perceived  him  to  be  much  fwelled, 
and  his  fk in  black  and  blue  in  many  places  ;  but  this  I  did  not  much 
regard,  thinking  it  might  proceed  from  thecaufeof  his  ficknefs.  The- 
next  day  I  was  informed  Gomez  was  dead,  and  going  into  the  church, 

I  faw  his  grave  preparing  :  Here  I  met  with  two  or  three  creditable 
Spaniards  of  my  acquaintance,  who  lived  near  the  town,  and  were 
come  to  mals  that  morning  :  I  invited  them  to  my  houfe,  where  we 
Fell  into  difeourfe  about  this  Gomez,  I  telling  them,  that  I  took  him 
to  be  a  good  man,  that  he  had  lived  holy,  and  that  I  doubted  nqt  of 
his  falvaltion.  Upon  which  the  Spaniards  fmiling,  faid,,  that  I  was 
touch  deceived  by  all  the  Indians,  but  efpecially  by  thedeceafed  Gomez , 
if  I  judged  him  to  be  a  faint  and  holy  man  :  That  I  knew  little  of  the 
true  caufe  of  Gomez'' s  death,  and  of  the  great  ba file  that  was  then  in 
the  town  concerning  the  fame:  That  this  Gomez  was  the  chief  of  all 
the  wizards  and  witches  in  thole  parts  :  That  Sebajlian  Lopez ,  an  ancient 
Indian,  and  head  of  another  Tribe,  was  alfo  a  very  great  wizard  ;  and 
that  there  was  a  mortal  hatred  betwixt  him  and  this  Gomez  ;  1  hat  they 
had  lately  met  and  fought  together  in  a  moll  defperate  Manner  ;  in 
Which  Gomez  was  fo  beat  and  bruifed  that  he  died  thereof;  and  that 
Lopez  was  now  in  prifon  for  the  lame.  I  took  leave  of  the  Spaniards, 
and  wint  to  the  prifon,  where  1  found  Lopez  in  irons.  I  fent  for  the 
Alguazil  Major,  and  enquired  of  him  why  Lopez  was  put  into  Prifon. 
Alter  enjoining  me  to  fecrefy,  he  told  me  much  the  fame  ftory  as  the 
Spaniards  had  before  related.  Lopez  was  fent  to  Guatemala,  tned  there 
for  the  murder  of  Gomez,  ccnvifted  by  his  own  confeffion,  and  hanged. 

Gomez  was  not  allowed  a  chriltiao  funeral,  but  buried  in  a  ditch. 
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In-  Mix co  I  alio,  foun$  ferae  Indians  as  great  diffemblers  as  Gomez, 
even  fome  of  the  tiichell  and  chiefeft  of  the  town,  ofthefe  were  four 
brothers,  called  Facntes,  and  ha}£  a  icore  more.  Thefe  were  very  libe¬ 
ral  to  the  church,  much  devoted  to  the  faints,  and  kept  the  festivals  with 
much -.foiemnity,  and  yet  were  inwardly  great  idolaters.  But  I  found 
means  to  bring  to  light  their  hidden  works  of  darknefs,  which  the  pri¬ 
vacy.  of  a  thtek  wood  and  a  mountain  had  many  years  feergted  from  the 
■eyes  of  the  world  .  Some. of  thefe  idolaters  being  one  day  in  the  com-: 
party  of  certain  chrillians,  boafeed  of  their  God,  laying,  he  had  preach¬ 
ed  better,  doctrine  to  them  than  1  could  preach  ;  and  that  her  told  them 
they  fntfd  not  believe  what  I  faid  of  Chi  ill,  but  follow  the  old  . ways  of 
tlvpir  forefather)!,  who  worfhipped  their  gods  aright  ;  and  that  the  Spani¬ 
ards  worih'pped  a  fade  God.  The  clinicians  enquired  of  them  where 
that  G<>d  was,  and  promifing  to  worlhip  him,  they  by  this  means  dif- 
cqyered  the  place  and  mountain  where  their  God  was  hid.  This  came 
to  the  knowledge  of  a  Spaniard  in  the  valley,  who  came  to  Mixco  and 
acquainted  me  of  it.  I -was  very  much  grieved,  that  after  all  the  pains 
I  had  taken  in  preaching  Chrift  to  them,  and  the  true  God,  they.fbould 
full  follow  idols  and  worlhip  the  Devil.  I  enquired  of  this  Spaniard , 
whether  he  knew  where  this  idol  was  to  be  found  :  He  faid  he  believed 
fuch  an  Indian,  whom  he  named,  could  inform  me.  I  fent  for  this 
Jr; dran ,  and  confronted  him  with  the  Spaniard  :  He  confefs'd  to  me, 

.that  he  had  heard  of  fuch  a  thing,  but  was  afraid  to  difeover  it,  left,  by 
the  power  of  the  Devil,  they  might  do  him  a  great  deal  of  harm,  f 
then  afft.red  him,  the  Devil  could  not  hurt  him,  if  he  had  faith  in 
pbrilt;  1  aifo  threaten'd  him,  that  if  he  did  not  tell  me  who  the.  Indians 
were,  and  where  their  idol  was,  I  would  carry  him  to  Guatanala, .  apd 
there  force  him  to  difeover  what  he  knew.  Upon  which  he  began  to 
tremble,  and  told  me  the  Futnta  had  boafted  of  fuch  an  idol,  whom  they 
.called  their  God,  and  that  it  lay  in  a  cave  in  a  mountain  furroundea  by 
a  wood,  and  that  a  fountain  and  a  pine-tree  grew  near  the  mouth  of  the 
.Cjjye,  but  tho'  he  had  been  in  the  wood,  he  knew  not  the  cave  :  l  told  '  j 
him  I  would  go  in  iearch  of  it  the  next  day,  and  he  Ihould  go  with  me 
to  vfjifl  in  :be  iearch.  He.  refufed  to  go  being,  fl ill  afraid  the  idolaters 
,wqit,l>i;kiil.  both  him  and  me.  I  anfwer’d,  I  would  foon  convince,  him 
that  God  was  abov.e  the  Devil,  and  he  mult  attend  me.;  whereupon  he 
fynrned  to  be  satisfied  ;  neverthelefs,  I  thought  it  not  prudent  to  truft 
hiitj  qur  of  my,  iight  for  fear  h  e  Ihould  reveal  my  intentions.  The  next 
day  1  refoiv/ed  t.j  go  in  fearch  of  the  cave,  and  to  carry  with  me  three 
of  four  Syntfra*,'  and  my  trulfy  black  moor  Miguel  Dalva,  Accor¬ 
dingly  1  .me -o  ic  with  the  Indian  ar.d  the  red  of  my  company  for.  this 
which  lay  .aboqt  fix  miles  from  Mixco,.  When  w.e  came  into  the 
av/,».-v,  we  foon with  a  ipring,  and  fearched  diligently  about,  bet 
SeibftJnAjrH;  cave  ;  then  we  began  to  afeend  the  mountain,  and  found 
but  no  cave  ;  we  continued  our  learcfy  till  evening,  but 
ail; m  vain  ;  the  company  were  now'  for  returning  home  ;  but  i  remon- 
Sliated  to  them,  that  going  backwards  and  /or wards  would  rendei;  us  , 
nilped'4  ••  1  byrCore  v.  e  took  up  our  lodging  that  night  in  the  wood. 

The  next  day  having  carefully  fearched  the  iouch  fide  of  the  mountain, 
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we  repaired  to  the  north  fide,  where  we  found  a  blind  track,  which  we 
followed  until  we  came  to  another  fpring  of  water  :  Here  we  fearded 
very  narrowly,  and  met  with  forne  broken  earthen  diihes  ahd  pots,  and 
a  piece  of  a  chafing  difh,  fuch  as  the  Indians  ufe  to  burn  rrankmcl i  fe  i'n, 

We  then  believed  thefe  were  fuch  inftruments  wherewit,h  the  Indians' ^er- 
forfned  their  adoration  to  their  idols  Hhe  pine  tree  a!fo  we  took  notice 
of  ;  after  a  very  fhort  fearch  we  found  the  cave,  and  at  the  eht  ance 
more  earthen-ware,  with  allies  in  them,  and  were  fully  convinced 
frankincenfe  had  been  burned  there.  We  knew  not  how  long  the  cave 
might  be,  and  therefore,  we  lighted  a  couple  of  candles,  and  enter’d  :t, 
and  within  two  rods  we  found  the  idol  Handing  upon  a  low  ftool  and 
covered  with  -  a  linnen  doth  ;  the  fubilauce  of  it  was  w  ood,  black  and 
fhinir.g  like  jet ;  the  form  was  a  man’s  head  unto  the  fitouUiers,  with¬ 
out  either  beard  or  muftacbces,  his  countenance  was  grim,  with  a  w  rink¬ 
led  forehead,  arid  broad  flaring  eyes:  We  were  not  afraid  of'his 'froWfi- 
ing  look,  but  prefently  feized  him,  and  lifting  him  up,  we  found  for- e 
fir.gle  rials  under  him,  which  his  devotees  had  offered  to  him  ;  upon  this 
we  fearched  the  cave,  more  diligently,  and  found  more  fing!e¥5a!%-  forne 
plantains  and  other  fruits,  wax  candles  half  burned,  p'ofs  or  hiifiz  and 
a  little  pot  of  honey.  Had  T  not  been  informed  that  they  called  this 
idol  their  God,  1  could  have  blamed  them  no  more  than  their  neighbours, 
who  worlhip  and  adore  their  faints  madrj  o/  wood,  arid  ri.ake'  orrtriftgs 
to  them';  all  the  difference  was,  that  they  perfified  that  this  iriihge  whs 
their  only  God,  and  that  he  was  greater  than  all  the  faint?  inkhe’corifitYH 
We  Hopped  up  the  mouth  of  the  cave  with  the  boughs  cf>  frees  add 
floriris;  arid  left  it,  making  the  Indian  carry  the  idol  wrapped  ep'Jn’a 
linrien  doth.  I  called  at  one  of  th sSpainards  houfes  ia  our  v  .y , 
where  we  ilaid  till  late  in  the  night,  that  the  fa&i -ns  might  not  lWillWft 
what  we  had  been  about  ;  and  1  deli  red  that  Spaniard,  to  warn  by  vAt 
all  th s  Spaniards  in  thole  parts  to  be  at  Mi.tco  church  the  next  flsbbath 
upon  an  extraordinary  occafion.  In  the  night  we  went  to  my  houfe, 
where  1  flowed  the  idol  very  fecretly  until  Sunday,  without  the  ieaft 
apprehenfion  of  any  except  thofe  who  accompanied  me.  1  kept  rAy 
trufly  champion,  Miguei  Da/va  with  me,  who  was  very  defitoas  -to  be 
the  end  of  this  affair.  On  Sunday  morning  I  ordered  Dahlia  to  carry 
the  idol  under  his  cloak  to  the  church,  and  to  leave  it  in  the  pulpit 
fhut  up,  that  it  might  not  be  feeri  until  I  thought  proper  to  pioduce 
it,  and*  to  walkabout  the  church  until  I  came.  There  never  was' a 
gYeater  refort  of  Spaniards,  Indians ,  and  Bldcktftcors  to  that  church,  than 
ort  this  day,  who  by  the  warning  I  had  'feat  them  expected  great  u  a  - 
ter  from  me.  The  Fulntes,  and  all  the  reft  who  vvorfhippvff  this1  i'fltol 
were  alfo  there,  not  in  the  leaft  miftruffing  I  had  got  their  god  in  my 
pulpit.  I  defired  the  Spaniards  who  Were  privy  to  the  b- finds,  aa  J 
Miguel  Dalva,  to  keep  near  the  pulpit,  to  proteft  me,  if-ihe  idoistei  s 
made  any  commotions.  At  the  ufuai  time  I  went  to  the  church,' 'fat  1 
mafs,  and  then  afeended  the  pulpit.  It  is  the  cufknr.  of  the- church 'of 
Rome  to  take  their  texts  out  of  gofpels,  and  not  out  of  the  mkltdls- 
ment  ;  however  upon  this  occafion,  1  took  mine  from  the  zotn  chapter 
ef  Exodus ,  ver.  3.  'Ikou  (hail  have  no  other  gods  bej on  me.  Both  tie 
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Spaniards  and  Indians  Teemed  furprized  at  my  taking  the  text  oat  of  the  I 
old  teflament,  After  explaining  the  heinous  fin  as  well  as  ftupidity  of 
idolatry,  and  the- worfhiping  flocks  and  llones,  inanimate  beings,  the  1 
work  of  men’s  hands,  who  had  eyes,  but  favv  not,  who  had  ears,  but  ' 
heard  not*  who  had  hands  and  feet,  but  could  not  move  or  defend 
themfelvcs  5  and  expatiating  with  my  congregation  the  folly  of  pre¬ 
ferring  this  idol  worlhip  to  the  worfhip  of  the  true  God,  I  told  them  i! 
I  had  taken  one  cf  their  gods  prifoner,  and  had  him  in  my  pulpit  ;  then 
Hooping  down,  I  lifted  up  the  black  grim,  flaring  Dagon,  and  placed  i 
him  on  one  fide  of  me  ;  then  fixing  my  eyes  upon  the  Puentes,  I  defired 
the  congregation  to  behold,  what  a  god  tome  of  them  worflripped,  to 
view  him  well,  and  then  to  declare  what  part  of  the  world  was  his 
dominion,  or  from  whence  he  came,  if  any  of  them  knew.  I  told 
them,  that  fome  then  prefent  had  boafled,  that  piece  of  wood  had  | 
fpoken,  and  that  it  had  preached  againfl:  the  doftrine  of  Chrilt,  which 
I  taught  ;  and  therefore  it  had  been  worfhipped  as  a  god  by  fome 
perfons  in  this  congregation  ;  and  that  they  had  offered  money,  hooey, 
and  of  the  fruits  of  the  earth  to  this  ftupid  log,  and  had  burnt  frank- 
incenfe  before  this  infenfiblc  inanimate  being,  in  a  fecret  cave  under 
the  earth,  fhewing  thereby  that  they  were  afhamed  to  own  him  pub- 
lickly,  and  that  its  being  concealed  in  the  dark  part  of  the  earth, 
ihevved  plainly  that  it  belonged  to  the  prince  of  darknefs  :  I  then 
called  upon  Dagon ,  to  fpeak  for  himfelf,  or  by  his  filence  to  fhame  and 
confound  all  his  worfliippers.  All  this  time  I  obferved  the  Fucutes  to 
change  colour,  and  remain  in  confufion.  Addrefling  myfelf  to  the 
congregation  again,  I  placed  the  decifion  of  the  whole  matter  upon 
this  fair  footing,  that  if  there  was  any  power  and  efficacy  in  this  \j 
pretended  god,  or  in  his  mailer,  the  devil  himfelf,  who  had  made  ufe  ).j 
of  him  as  his  infcrument  to  deceive  the  poor  wretches  who  had  wor¬ 
fhipped  this  idol,  and  that  fatan  could  take  him  from  that  place  where 
I  had  fixed  him,  or  prevent  the  deftrudtiori  I  intended  him,  then  1  would 
allow  myfelf  to  be  an  impofter,  and  the  dodlrine  of  Chrilt  to  be  faiie 
and  fpurious  ;  but  if  they  faw  no  fuch  pretended  power  in  this  idol, 
then  I  befeeched  them  to  forfake  the  devil  and  all  his  works,  and  to 
return  to  the  living  and  true  God,  who  had  created  all  things  both  in 
-heaven  and  earth  ;  affuring  them,  that  1  would  intercede  with  the  presi¬ 
dent  and  bifhop,  not  to  punifh  them  for  what  was  pall.  Then  conlg- 
ding,  without  naming  any  perfon,  I  went  down  from  the  pulpit,  and 
font  for  an  axe,  and  two  or  three  great  pans  of  coals ;  1  then  com- 
maned  Ddlva  to  cut  the  pretended  god  into  final]  pieces,  and  to  cafl 
it  into  the  fire,  and  burn  it  before  all  the  people  in  the  midlt  cf  the 
church;  The  Spaniards  and  others  exprefling  great  joy  for  the  viflory 
obtained  over  thefe  idolaters,  who  afterwards  adted  againfl  me  in  the 
inofl  invidious  manner,  leeking  all  opportunities  to  deftroy  me. 

-  wrote  to  the  prefident  of  Guatemala,  and  to  the  bifhop.  acquainting 
them  with  whatJ  trad  done,  who  commended  me  very  much  for  what 
.1  had  done  in  defence  of  chrifljanity  and  the  diltrudtion  of  idolatry.  | 
Had  not  Heaven  gracioufly  protected  me  againfl:  my  enemies,  I  fhotild 
certainly  have  been  murder'd  >  for  about  a  month  after  the  burning  of 
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the  idol,  when  I  thought  all  was  forgotten,  and  the  idolaters  quiet,  I 
heard  a  nqife  about  midnight  at  my  chamber-door,  and  afked-  who  was 
there  ;  but  no  pnfwer  being  made,  and  perceiving  they  were  endeavour¬ 
ing  to  w reach  open  the  door,  1  called  aloud  to  my  fervants,  who  lay  at 
the  further  end  of  a  long  gallery  ;  who  came  to  my  afliftance,  and  the 
rogues  thereupon  went  off  undifcover’d.  Alter  which  1  again  got  Dabva 
to  lodge  in  the  houfe,  and  procured  proper  arms  for  my  defence  :  By 
this  precaution  1  remained  quiet  for  about  a  month  ;  when  I  had  like 
jo.  have  been  murder’d  by  the  following  ftratagem.  Pablo  de  Fuentes, 
the  head  of  the  family,  pretended  to  be  dangeroufly  ill,  and  at  the  point 
of  death  ;  and  counterfeiting  great  forrow  for  his  pad  idolatries,  fent  for 
jue  to  affift  him  as  in  his  lalt  moments,  upon  which’  I  readily  attended, 
being  ioyful  to  be  informed  of  his  converfion  ;  when  1  came  to  the 
home,  and  open’d  the  door,  I  faw  all  the  Fuentes,  with  other  idolaters 
gather  d  together,  and  Pablo  himfelf  not  prefent.  Whereupon  1  fufpec- 
ted  fome  mifchiei,  and -withdrew,  in  order  to  return  home;  which  I 
had  no  fooner  done,  but  Pablo  came  from  behind  the  houfe,  with  a  club 
in  his  hand,  and  endeavour’d  to  knock  me  down  ;  but  I  catched  hqld  of 
it  with  both  my  hands,  and  prevented  the  blow. 

Whiift  we  were  itriving  for  the  dub,  the  others  came  out  of  the  houfe, 
and  befet  me  round  ;  in  endeavouring  to  twift  the  club  out  of  my  hand, 
tney  llruck  it  againft  my  mouth,  and  broke,  fome  of  my  teeth  ;  and  I 
do  verily  believe  they  would  haye  murder'd  me,  if  a  female  mulatto 
ffave  belonging  to  a  Spaniard,  had  not  happen  d  to  fee  me  all  over  blood 
.as  the  paffed  by,  and  alarm’d  the  people  with  a  cry  of  murder;  upon 
iwhich- feveral  Spaniards  came  tomyaffitlar.ee,  and  refeued  me  from 
jthofe  wicked  wretches,  who  would  have  deftroved  my  body  for  taking 
care  to  preferve  their  fouls.  The  Spaniards,  when  they  faw  me  bloody, 
would  have  killed  Pablo  Puentes,  but  I  prevented  it,  only  defiring  them 
to  feize  him  and  carry  him  to  prifon,  which  was  prefentiy  done.  1  he 
bufmefs  was  foon  fpread  about  the  valley,  and  feveral  Spaniards  came  to 
offer  their  fervices,  as  a  guard  to  my  per  foil.  That  night  they  furpriied 
ten  of  the  Puentes  in  one  houfe,  and  carried  them  all  to  prifon.  In  the 
morning  the  prehuent  of  G’ uatcmala  (who  then  was  don  juancte  Guzman) 
having  received  the  letter  I  had  wr.ote  to  him  the  day  before,  about  my 
beir.2:"abufed,  and  judging  me  to  be  in  danger,  fent  a  Spanifb^  Alguazile 
to  bring  prifoners  to  the  city  all  thofe  who  were  concerned  in  the  con- 
fpiracy  againft  me.  When  they  arrived  at  Guatemala ,  they  were  all 
committed  to  clofe  prifon,  and. afterwards  publickly  whipped  through 
the  Itreets  of  the  city.  The  prefident  banilhed  two  of  them  from  Mixeo 
to  the  Galph  of  St.  ibomasde  Cajlilia  ;  and  would  have  banifhed  them 
all,  if  I  had  not  interceded  for  them,  upon  their  fubmiflion,  and  pro- 
mife  to  amend  their  lives,  and  to  make  me  fatisfafiion  for  what  I  had 
fuffered  by  them  ;  and  if  they  ever  offer’d  to  ftir  againft  me,  they  would 
fubmitto  be  hanged,  and  forfeit  all  their  goods.  Upon  which  the  pre¬ 
fident  obliged  them  to  pay  twenty  crowns  apiece  to  the  church,  and  then 
fent  them  back  ;  After  which  I  lived  very  peaceably  and  quietly  ainon&fi 
them.  to  finish* 
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The  year  after  this  disorder  happened,  I  received  from  Rome,  a  licence'  ‘ 
to  return  to  my  native  countr y,  England,  which  rejoiced  me  very  much  M 
1  wrote  to  the  provincial,  that  1  had  received  a  licence  from  Rome,  and  ?  1 
was  dehrous  of  returning  home  ;  But  he  having  heard  of  the  fervices  I 
•a  clone  in  the  town  cf  Mixco,  by  reducing  thefe  idolaters,  burning  ’ 
their  moi  and  venturing  my  life  in  fo  good  a  caufe,  would  not  permit  > 
me  to  go  by  any  means  ;  and  that  he  might  the  more  readily  prevail  up  '  1 
on  me  to  Hay,  he  fent  me  a  patent  for  vicar  of  the  town  and  cioitlei  of  ! 
Jinvtotltm,  where  there  was  a  new  cloifter  building,  to  ftparare  a  l  that  1 
va  ey  .rom  the  cloiiter  o f  Guatemala.  Although  1  regarded  not  this  new  11 
preferment,  yet  J  confider’d,  that  if  the  provincial  and  the  preiklent  of 

iw.tci^a  a  fhould  both  oppole  my  departure  from  that  country,  it  would 
•  dimcult .for  me  to  take  my  journey  any  way  without  being  Seized  1 
•yia  bi  ought,  back.  1  therefore  accepted  of  the  vicarage  of  A  mat  u  lan  for  E 
Me  prelent,  where  [  had  more  opportunity  of  getting  money  than  both  : 
f  e  others.  In  the  town  there  are  many  rich  Indian;,  who  trade  on  the  1 
bea,  After  itay  iog  here  a  twelvemonth,  I  again  applied  fo  the  ^ 
prov  incial,  who  was  in  Guatemala,  earneftly  befeeching  him  to  perufe  1 
tae  icer.ce  which  I  had  from  Rome,  to  return  to  England  to  preach  there:  1 
a  ne  provincial  replied,  that  my  countrymen  were  hereticks  ;  and  when 
I  came  amangft  them  they  would  hang  me  up.  I  cold  him  I  hoped  bet- 
ur  tnmgs  of  them,  and  tnac  I  would  not  behave  myieif  in  fuch  a  man¬ 
ner  as  to  deierve  hanging.  After  a  long  difeourfe,  1  found  the  pro-  } 
vincial  inexorable,  and  half  angry,  telling  me,  that  he  and  the  whole  S1 
pi o vince  had  call  their  eyes  upon  me,  and  honoured  me,  and  were  wii-  1 
'‘p5*0 '  promote  me  further ;  and  that  I  fhould  fhew  rnyfelf  very  unf?rat-.-  j5 

,*  !houId  forfake  them  for  my  own  nation  and  people,  whom  I  T 
,.a.  j  n°?  ,6Cn  *rom  my  y°ui:h  pad.  I  perceived  there  was  no  more  id  be  1 
laid,  and  that  ail  -would  be  in  vain  ;  and  Sol  rtfolved  to  time  mj  beit 
oppoit unity,  and  with  my  licence  from  Rome,  to  come  away  unknown 
to  him.  Therefore  I  humbly  befeeched  him  to  remove  me  from  ; Amu  til-  f 
lan,  for  that  I  found  myfelf  unable  to  perform  that  great  charge.  He  f 
-t  iaft  condefcerided  to  this  requefl,  and  gave  me  orders  to  go  to  Petapat 
an  c“e  vicar  of  Pe.ta.pa  fhould  go  to  finifh  the  work  at  Amatitlan. 

In  Petapan  I  lived  above  a  twelvemonth  in  great  eafe,  pleafure  and 
concent  ;  yet  i  was  ftill  very  defirous  to  depart  for  England-,  and  was  ! 
now  determined,  happen  what  would,  to  attempt  it.  But  I  confider’d 
that  I  could  noteffe&my  purpofe  without  fome  ailiftance,  the  fir  ft  or 
iecond  day  s  journey  ;  and  I  thought  I  could  trufl  no  one  more  fecurfcly 
wit  this  fecret,  than  my  trufty  fervant  Miguel  Dabvd,  whom  by  lone 
experience  I  knew  to  be  faithful  :  I  therefore  fent  for  him,  and  enjoin¬ 
ing  him  to  fecrecy  ;  I  told  him  I  had  a  journey  for  my  confluence  fake 
to  make  to  Rome,  which  I  would  hive  none  to  know  of  but  himfelf  ; 
and  that!  intended  to  return  again  in  two  years.-  Miguel  offered  to  go  :| 
along  with  me;  which  I  refufed,  telling  him,  it  was  too  fevere  a  fervice 
for  his  old  age;  he  then  infilled  on  attending  me  to  the  feaiide,  which  I 
granted  him.  I  then  employed  him  to  fell  my  mules,  wheat  and  msiz  :  dj 
A>y  rich  pictures,  I  fold  to  the  governor  of  Patapa,  for  the.  ufe "of  the 
cuuj-th  :  Moll  cf  my  books,  chelts,  cabinets,  quilts,  and  many  gobd 
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pieces  of  houfhold  ftufF,  Miguel  (wjfeom  I  kept  conftantly  with. me  for 
two  months  before  my  departure)  iotd  in  Guatemala.  When  I  had  fold 
that  J  intended,  I  found  that  1  had  in  kpnnijb  money  about  9000 
pieces  of  eight,  which  I  had  got  in  twelve  years  that  L  lived  in  that 
country.  So  much  money  I  thought  would  be  too  cumberfome  lor  lo 
long  a  journey  .as  i  had  to  go  by  land,  I  therefore  turned  about  4000 
of  them  into  pearls  and  precious  Hones,  and  endeavoured  to  exchanger 
the  red  into  Spagiijb  pittoles,  I  contrived  to  fend  my  baggage  four  cays' 
at  ieaft  before  me  by  a  trufiy  Indian  friend,  who  fet  out  about  midnight 
with  two  mules,  and  I  direded  him  to  travel  towards  Nicaragua. 

.  The  chief  thing  that  troubled  me  in  my  fefolved  purpoie,  was  the 
choice  of  the  fafeft  way  ;  by  the  gulph  was  the  readied,  that  fea  being 
nearelt  to  the  place  where  1  lived  :  Buc  there  1  knew  I  fhould  meet  with, 
many  of  my  acquaintance,  and  the  failing  of  the  fhips  was  10  uncettain.- 
that  before  they  departed,  orders  might  come  from  Guatemala  to  Hop 
me.  If  I  Ihould  go  by  land  through  Iruxillo ,  and  there  wait  for  the 
fhips,  I  was  afraid  the  governor  of  that  place  might  examine  me  and 
fend  me  back,  or  that  the  matters  of  the  veflels  might  have  orders  not 
to  take  me  on  board  :  And  I  could  not  bear  the  thoughts  of  going  back, 
to  Mexico ,  by  the  way  of  Cbiapa ,  having. fuffered  fo  much  in  chat  jour¬ 
ney  before.  ^Wherefore  I  chofe  the  way  by  Nicaragua,  and  the  lake  of 
fcraneda  ;  and  therefore  I  deferred  my  journey  till  the  week  after  Chrift - 
mas,  knowing  that  the  time  of  the  frigates  fetting  out  from  that  lake  to 
tin?  tiavanna,  was  commonly  after  the  middle  of  ''January.  And  that  I 
might  by  no  means  be  iufpedled  to  have  taken  this  way,  before  I  depar¬ 
ted  ;  I  left  a  letter  to  be  delivered  to  the  prefident  of  Guatemala ,  in  four 
or  five  days,  wherein  I  kindly  took  my  farewell  of  him,  defiling  him  to 
excufe  ray  leaving  the  country,  becaufe  I  was  very  defirous  of  returning 
Lome,  and  had  obtained  a  licence  from  Rome  for  that  purpoie,  though 
he  would  not  grant  me  his.  And  becaufe  he  might  not  luipedt  I  had 
taken  the  rout  of  Nicaragua,  I  dated  my  letter  to  him  from  the  tow  n  of 
St.  Antonio  Suehuitpeques ,  which  was  the  way  to  Mexico, 

C  H  A  P.  XV. 

Ji he  author  s  departure  from  Petapa  towards  Nicaragua,  and  toe  lake  c/ 
Granada,  with  the  chief  pujjagts  that  happened  in  the  way. 

r-f-'HE  feventh  day  of  January,  at  night,  1637,  when  all  the  town 
had  betaken  themfelves  to  their  natural  rett,  I  bid  adieu  to 
Petapa,  and  to  all  my  friends  throughout  America,  fetting  out  upon  a 
lufty  mule,  which  I  afterwards  fold  for  fourfeore  pieces  of  eight, 
having  only  the  honett:  and.  rru tty  Miguel  Dafa-a  in  my  company.  K 
was  break  of  day  before  we  got  to  the  top  of  tne  mountain  called 
Servo  Redono ,  or  the  Round  Hill.  Here  is  good  refu.flunent  for  travel* 
Iers  in  a  wnta,  or  pub.ick  houfe,  where  wine  and  provi flops  are  lolu. 
This  place  is  hve  leagues  fibm  Petapa,  and  l  palled  by  the  houie-ac  m>o 
dawning  of  the  day,  not  chufing  to  bait  there,  leatt  iorne  people  of 
Petapa  might  have  put  up  in  that  tavern,  who  might  know  me,  behc.e* 
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I  raw  many  Indians  afleep  there,  w bo  were  attending  fome  ^ancrS  of 
mules  which  were  going  that  day  to  Pttefa.  Four  leagues  further  we 
came  to  a  town  called  Los  Efcla-uos,  which  Aandeth  in  a  bottom  by  a 
river,  over  which  the  Spaniards  have  buiit  a  very  flrong  Hone  bridge: 
Here  we  only  (laid  to  drink  a  cup  of  chocolate,  and  to  butt  our  mules; 
from  thence  we  went  on  to  Aguacbapa,  being  ten  leagues  further,  and 
not  far  from  the  South  Sea,  and  the  port  called  De  la  Trinidad,  whither 
we  came  towards  evening,  having  that  day  travelled  about  threefcore 
Znglijh  miles.  About  a  mile  from  this  place  is  a  great  volcano,  which 
the  Spaniards  fuperifitionfly  declare  to  be  the  mouth  of  hell  ;  becaufe 

out  of  it  there  is  conftanfly  afeending  a  thick  black  fmoke,  and  fome 

iiaihes  now  and  then  of  fire  ;  the  ground  is  low  from  which  this 
volcano  afeends,  and  none  dare  venture  I'o  nigh  as  to  fearch  into  the 
occafion  of  it.  A  friar  of  my  acquaintance,  and  a  perion  whom  I 
cou’d  confide  in  as  to  his  veracity,  affirmed  to  me  upon  oath,  that 
travelling  that  way  with  a  provincial,  he  had  a  mind  to  fatisfy  himfelf 
or  the  caufe  of  the  ftrange  talk  of  this  fmoke  and  fire,  he  therefore 
approached  within  a  quarter  of  a  mile  of  it,  when  he  heard  a  hideous 
r.oiie,  and  the  flench  of  the  fmoke  and  brimftone  had  almofl:  ftifled 
him,  which  fo  terrifyed  him,  that  he  retreated  with  all  imaginable 
precipitance  :  He  was  afterwards  taken  with  fuch  a  burning  fever  as 
bad  like  to  have  coil  him  his  life.  The  fuperftitious  report,  that 
whenever  they  have  gone  near  it,  they  have  heard  great  cries,  as  of 
penons  in  torment,  and  rattling  of  chains,  which  fable  hath  given 
rife  to  «s  being  called  the  mouth  of  hell.  Of  my  own  knowledge  I 
will  fay  no  more  than  that  I  faw  the  fmoke  ;  nor  had  I  time  to  examine 
into  this  phenomenon  ;  not  that  I  feared  the  mouth  of  hell,  but  was 
more  afraid  of  fome  meflengers  being  fent  after  me  to  flop  my  journey. 

*  therefore  departed  at  midnight  from  thence,  and  got  to  a  great  town 
called  Cbalcuapan  to  breakfaft,  '  where  the  Indians  made  very  much  of 
me,  being  P ocomanes,  who  fpoke  the  Poconcbi  language,  which  I  had 
learned.  They  greatly  importuned  me  to  flay  ana  preach  to  them  the 
next  fabbath,  which  I  would  have  done,  had  not  a  greater  defien 
Required  my  departure.  6 

.  I. was  greatly  perplexed  to  get  through  St.  Salvador,  which  was  a 
J*ty  of  Spaniards,  and  wherein  there  was  a  cloifler  of  Dominicans,  whom 
1  feared  moil  of  all  ;  becaufe  I  was  perfonally  known  by  forne  of  them. 

My  refolution  therefore  was,  when  I  came  near  the  city,  to  turn  out 
of  the  road  to  fome  Spanijh  farm,  and  pretend  I  had  loft  my  way,  and 
$here  delay  the  time  till  evening  in  drinking  chocolate,  chatting,  and 
baiting  and  refting  my  mules  ;  fo  that  I  might  travel  all  night,  and  be  ’ 
out  of  fear  of  thefe  friars  before  the  morning.  This  city  of 'St.  Sal¬ 
vador  is  but  poor,  not  much  begger  than  Chiapa,  and  hath  a  Spanijh 
governor  over  it,  and  lieth  forty  leagues  at  leaft  diltant  from  Guate¬ 
mala.  Towards  evening  1  departed  from  the  farm  ;  where  we  had 
well  refreflied  ourfelves  and  our  mules,  and  that  night  we  rode  through 
the  city  about  eight  o’clock,  not  being  known  or  fufped'ted  by  any  f| 
one.  By  feven  in  the  morning  I  came  to  a  great  river,  called  Rio  de 
.Lempa,  where  I  overtook  my  crufty  Indian  of  Mitre*  ready  to  paf3  over 
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’wuhmy  taggage,  who  had  that  morning  come  from  a  town  about  two 
■leagues  off.  °You  may  be  fure  I  was  very  glad  to  overtake  my  baggage, 
in  which  was  all  my  treafure,  and  to  find  my  Indian  friend  fo  faithful. 

1  fat  down  by  the  river  whilft  our  Mules  grazed,  and  the  lnaian  (truck 
•fire,  and  made  usfome  Chocolate..  Tnis river  of  Lempa  is  efteemed  th® 
broadeit  and  largeft  in  all  the  jurifdittion  belonging  to  Guatemala  ;  and 
there  are  conftantly  two  ferry-boats  attending  to  carry  over  travellers 
and  their  mules.  It  is  a  kind  of  place  of  refuge  or  privilege  in  the  fol¬ 
lowing  manner ;  If  a  man  commit  any  heinous  crime,  even  murd.cr  it- 
1  el  f,  on  this  fide  of  Guatemala  and  St.  Salvador,  or  on  the  other  fide  of 
St.  Miguel  or  A icaragua,  and  can  fly  fo  as  to  get  over  this  river,  he  is 
free  fo  long  as  he  continues  on  the  oppofite  fide,  and  nojufticeon  that 
fide  to  which  he  hath  efcaped,  hath  any  power  to  trouble  or  molefl 
him  for  the  crime  committed,  be  it  what  it  will :  Neither  can  he  be 
^rrefted  for  any  debt  whatfoever.  T.  hough  I  neither  fled  for  the  one  nor 
the  other,  yet  it  was  a  comfort  to  me,  that  my  purfuers  if  they  fol¬ 
lowed  me  that  way,  would  come  no  further  than  the  river  of  Lempa. 
Honeft  Miguel  Dalva  congratulated  me  upon  the  occafion,  and  warran¬ 
ted  all  would  go  well.  Wg  ferried  fafely  over  the  river;  and  then 
travelled  about  two  leagues  to  a  village,  where  we  made  the  befl  and 
moll  agreeable  dinner  fince  we  left  Petapa,  flaying  to  refrefh  ourfelves 
and  our  mules,  till  four  o’clock  in  the  afternoon  ;  from  whence  we 
‘arrived  that  evening  at  another  fmall  town  about  two  leagues  further, 
through  a  plain  and  champaign  country.  The  next  day  we  travelled 
ten  leagues,  to  a  town  called  St.  Miguel ,  which  belonged',  to  Spaniardsi 
and  though  it  is  not  a  city,  it  is  about  as  large  as  St.  Salvador ,  and  hath 
a  sp^wf/^governor  ;  in  it  there  is  one  cloifter  of  Mercenarian  friars,  and 
another  of  nuns  ;  the  friars  welcomed  me  unto  their  cloifter;  for  here 
I  began  to  fhew  my  face,  thinking  myfelf  out  of  danger,  and 
refoived  to  go  from  hence  by  fea  to  a  town,  in  Nicaragua,  called  La  Vtija. 
I  vyould  here  have  difmifl'ed  my  Indian ,  but  he  was  loth  to  leave  me 
until  I  got  to  Granada,  where  he  defired  to  fee  me  take  (hipping.  I  did 
jict  refufe  his  kind  offer,  becaufe  I  knew  he  was  trufty,  and  was  a! fo 

•  well  acquainted  with  the  way  to  Granada.  So  I  fent  him  with  the  mules 
by  land  to  La  Vdja,  except  that  I  rode  on,  which  I  fold  in  this  town 
o i  i$t,  Miguel ,  becaufe  I  knew  I  could  get  one  to  ride  a  day  s  journey  for 

•  nothing  of  the  Indian s.  I  fent  Miguel  Dalva's  mule  alfo  with  the  Indian, 
That  afternoon  I  took  boat  with  feveral  other  paffengors,  and  the  next 
morning  by  eight  o’clock  we  landed  at  La  V eija ,  which  journey  by  land, 
would  have  taken  me  up  three  days.  The  next  day  in  the  evening,  tne 
Indian  arrived  with  my  baggage  :  And  from  La  V iija,  we  travelled  to 
Realejo ,  a  haven  upon  the  South  Sea.  Here,  had  I  ftay  d  one  foitnigit, 
1  might  have  taken  (hipping  for  Panama,  and  from  thence  have  travel¬ 
led  to  Porto-Bello,  and  taken  the  advantage  of  a  pa/Fage  in  the  gal  eons, 
but  I  confidered  that  the  galeons  would  not  be  there  till  jutte  or  July, 
and  it  would  be  chargeable  to  wait  fo  long  ;  but  afterwards  I  had.«i 
melancholy  occafion  to  wifli  l  had  taken  that  rout,  as  the  fequal  of  my 
Tourney  will  fhew.  From  Realejo  we  travelled  to  Granada,  and  came 
v«  the  citv  of  Let a  in  our  wav,  which  ftandeth  near  a  volcano  or  burning 
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mountain,  concerning  which  they  relate  a  pleafant  (lory  of  a  Mercenaries  \ 
friar,  who  pretended  he  had  dtleovered  a  treafure  which  would  enrich 
the  whole  country  ;  f or  he  was  fully  perfuaded  the  metal  burning  with-, 
■in  that,  volcano  was  pure  gold  ;  whereupon,  at  a  prodigious  expence,  he 
procured  a  great  iron  kettle  to  be  made,  to  w  hich  he  afE-xed  a  long  iron  ) 
chain  ;  this,  by  an  engine  contrived  for  the  purpofe,  was  let  down  into  i 
the  mountain  to  bring  up  refined  melted  gold;  by  which  means  the 
friar  foan  expected  to  have  gold  enough  to  purchafe  a  bifhoprick,  and 
to  enrich  hunf'elf  and  all  his  kindred  and  neighbours,  whom  he  had 
druwo  into  the  project.  But  the  kettle  to  fooner  came  near  the  metal, 
than  it  melted  in  an  inflant,  and  all  their  golden  dreams  vanilhedv 

From  the  city  of  Leon,  which  is  curioufiy  built,  the  Way  to  Gm- 
nniii  is  plain  and  pleafant.  and  I  arrived  there  fafe  with  my  company  ; 
and  hare  1  intended  to  ciifcharge  the  Indian  and  the  Blackmoor ,  but  true 
and  faithful  Miguel  Dalva,  would  by  no  means  leave  me  till  he  taw  m« 
flipp’d.  However,  I  difcharged  cho  Indian,  after  paying  him  well  for 
bis  trouble  and  ferHce.  In  the  town  of  Granada  the;e  are  twocloifters 
of  Mercena.rian  and  Francifcten  friars,  one  of  the  nuns,  very  rich,  and 
one  patiih  churqh,  which  was  the  cathedral  ;  for  the  biihop  of  Lecn 
ma  te  his  chief  refidepce  here.  The  place  is  very  wealthy  and  carries  on 
a  great  fade;  wfaiifi;  [  was  there,  1  faw  three  hundred  mules  enter  in 
cue  day,  laden  with  indigo,  cochineal,  and  hides  ;  and  two  days  after 
a  honored  and  fifty  mules  more  arrived,  fifty  of  which  were  laden  \\nh 
fvver ,  being  the  king''  tribute  from  the  country;  fifty  with  fugat,  ard 
the  other  fifty  with  indigo,  f  was  much  afraid  of  being  >..ifcovered  by 
fome  of  thefe  maleuiers  who  came  from  Guatemala,  1  therefore  with¬ 
drew  to  a  fma.il  to wr.  about  a  league  from  Gri  n  -da,  where  l  was  mnch 
fealled  by  the  Mercenary  an  friar*,  refining  in  the  neighbouring  country 
villages.  E  vent  now  and  then  to  Granada  to  look  after  a  pailage,  and 
at  lad  agreed  with  a  matter  of  a  vefiel  to  diet  at  his  table  :  But  within 
four  oi  five  days  of  the  time  of  our  failing,  a  find!  command  erme  from 
(Suaumtla,  that  the  fleet  fhould  not  fail  that  year  ;  for  that  the  prefident 
and  council  had  receiver!  certain  intelligence,  that  foine  Kngiijh  and 
Dutcd  flaps  were  waiting  at  the  mouth  of  the  river  for  the  Granada  fleet. 
This  was  heavy  news  to  me,  who  knew  not  now  which  way  to  cilpofe 
of  myfelf.  !  began  to  think  and  tvifh  I  had  gone  with  the  ftwp  from 
Dcetiejs  to  Panama  ;  and  enquiring  after  her,  found  fhe  wa9  newly  failed. 
There  were  fome  other  paiiengers  who  were  dilappointed,  as  well  a* 
mvfelfr  and  confultiog  together  with  a  merchant  of  Granada,  he  advifed 
us  to  go  by  land  to  Carthago,  where  we  fnonld  be  fure  to  meet  with  fome 
fmiB  craft  going  down  the  river*  to  Porte  Bella,  w'ith  provifions  for  the 
guikons.  This  was  a  difficalft  journey  of  a  hundred  and  fifty  leagues, 
over  mountain*  and  through  deferts,  where  we  ftiould  be  put  to  great 
hazard*,  however,  rather  than  go  back  to  Guatemala,  we  relolved  to 
peffue  our  journey  by  laud:  For  which  purpofe  I  bought  another  good 
mode  to  Hue  on,  sad  one  to  carry  my  baggage  ;  My  truity  fervant  Mi¬ 
guel  Dalvu,  would  have  willingly  gone  with  me  to  Per  it- Be  !o,  but  T  , 
would  by  no  menus  allow  it,  therefore  havtnggivsn  him  money  fuflicient 
to  carry  him  horns,  1  took  my  leave  of  him. 
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=  Three  Spanijb  gentlemen  and  myfelf  then  departed  from  Granada, 
with  an  Indian  for  our  guide  :  On  our  fecond  day  *  journey,  as  we  wt 
riding  along  by  the  ffde  of  the  lake  oi  Granada,  a  monftrous  ciocoei 
had  cgome  oft  of  the  faid  lake  and  lay  balking  m  the  fan  aero,  tne  red . 
at  firft  we  did  not  mind  him,  taking  it  for  a  tree  fallen  down  utKtl 
comi  te  nearer,  we  perceived  his  fcaly  hide,  and  law  nun  move. 
IS t'o  than  him.  but  found  I*  purlued  0,.  J 

were  tertib'y  furptiKd.  The  guide  told  u,  not  to 

,0  make  a  llio,.  tarn  every  now  and  then  w»en  we  found  he  appro  • 
os.  and  we  ftioald  be  fafe  :  By  this  method  we  in  a  fltort  time  got  e 
of  him,  to  our  great  faii.faflioo  :  For  he  was  dreadful  to  behind 
II, ape  is  not  unlike  a  i.iard,  his  body  l.ke  the  trunk  oi  a  demand  le 
ontveildy  that  he  cannot  eaftly  turn,  by  which  means  we :  efcaped  h. 
hideous  votacous  jaws.  We  arrived  alter  many  weary  da) '  ey  at 

without  any  accident  very  rema.k.ble,  fhts  ct.y  cot  U,  o 
four  hundred  families,  govern’d  by  a  Spamjb  governor ,  w  »  bl  “  P 
fee,  and  hath  in  it  three  cloifters,  two  of  friars,  ana  one  of  nuns,  he 
we  enquired  after  (hipping  for  Porto- Bello 

formed,  there  was  one  veffcl  ready  to  fet  out  from  the  nvcr  ^  he 

luelcs,  and  another  from  the  river  Sutrt  ;  but  that  Sucre  would  be  a  he 
Jnoft  convenient  place  for  our  paffagtr;  becaufe  along  that  rwer  the 
were  more  towm  of  Indians  and  farms  of  Spaniards,  and  confequen  jr 
greater  plenty  of  frefo  provifions  :  We  therefore  ^t  out  from 
go,  for  the  river  Suere,  and  arrived  there  fo  opportunely,  that 
tut  three  days  at  a  Spanijh  farm  before  the  veflel  failed.  The  matter  of 
the  frigate  was  exceeding  glad  of  our  company;  and  offered  to  c  ,y 
*ne  for  nothing,  only  my  prayers  to  Heaven  for  a  fafe  pifug  .  w 
ke  hoped  would  not  be  above  three  or  four  days  tail  to  Porto- be  - 
greateft  dasger,  he  told  us,  was  at  the  mouth  of  the  river,  entering  into 
L  rn.it,  fca,  where,  i„  feme  pieces  ...  current  was  very  ftrong  ^  1 
cfftoals  and  rock,  He  was  laden  with  honey,  h.d«,  bacon  meal 
and  fowls  :  However,  we  got  out  fate  to  fea,  where  we  had  not  la, led 
above  twenty  leagues,  bclore  »ve  faw  two  dupe  making  towaro  us . 
Our  hearts  began  to  Ikudder,  and  the  mailer  or  the  veffel  htmft  f  w. 
perce, v'd  was  no,  without  fear,  iulpefling  they  were  Eogbjk  or  hjlUnd 
(hips  :  We  had  neither  guns  nor  arms,  except  four  or  five  mufk  > 
half  a  dozen  fwords  :  We  crouded  all  the  fail  we  could,  but 
had  got  five  leagues  towards  Porto-Belle,  we  could  from  our  «  P 
eafily  difeover  that  they  were  Hollanders,  and  too  mmb 
veffel,  which  one  of  them,  being  a  man  of  war  p.n rfeotly ^  ucn d  , 

and  with  a  thundering  meffage  obliged  us .to  folk*  What 
thoughts  did  now  begin  to  feize  my  dejefled  heart  !  Fare wd,  laid  .  . 

to  all  conceptions  of  ever  feeing  my  native  country  !  Hre,e 

the  treafure  I  h»ve  been  hoarding  up  for  twelve  years  pall  .  I.W  1  ri^ 
of  that  and  my  liberty,  in  one  and  the  fame  fatal  Hour.  IIowc  e  ,  a 
tiie  midft  of  our  diitreffes,  we  were  fomewhat  comforted,  who  ~ 
heard  the  captain  of  the  man  of  war  was  a  mulatto 
the  Havana,  who  had  been  brought  up  among  th t  Spaniards^  m 

whom  we  expected  more  favour  than  from  the  HdUnaos.  l  bis 
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mulatto  having  been  ill  ufed  by  the  Spaniards  in  the  Havana,  fled  to  the 
Hollanders  ;  and  having  done  them  fome  Angular  fervices,  and  proved 
true  and  trufty  tethem,  they  much  efteemed  him,  married  him  to  one 
of  their  own  nation,  and  made  him  captain  of  a  man  of  war  in  the. 
fquadron  commanded  by  that  brave  and  gallant  Dutchman,  called  Hie 
de  Palo,  or  Wooden  Leg,  whom  the  Spaniards  fo  much  dreaded.  This 
mulatto  would  have  found  little  worth  his  labour  in  our  fmall  frigate*, 
had  it  not  been  for  my  pieces  of  gold  and  filver,  and  my  pearls  and 
precious  Hones.  The  Spanijp  paffengers  alfo  loft  fome  hundred  pieces 
of  eight.  T  his  treafure  pleafed  them  much  more  than  our  mafter’s  pro- 
vifions  of  fowls,  bacon  and  meal.  My  books,  pictures,  cloaths,  and 
bedding,  I  begg’d  of  this  mulatto  captain,  who  gave  them  to  me  very 
freely.  I  had  this  fmall  comfort  howtver  ;  in  my  quilt  I  had  fewed  up- 
a  number  of  piftoles,  and  fome  more  in  my  doubler,  which  the  Hollanders 
did  not  difeover  ;  and  the  mulatto  faid  the  quilt  was  part  of  my  bsddiag, 
and  ordered  it  to  be  given  to  me  ;  bv  this  means  I  faved  about  a  thou- 
fand  crowns.  The  captain  made  a  (lately  dinner  in  our  frigate  out  of. 
the  provifion  he  found  on  board,  and  invited  me  to  table  with  him  ; 
and  knowing  I  was  going  to  the  Havanna,  he  drank  a  health  to  Lis 
mother  there,  and  defired  I  would  fee  her,  and  remember  him  to  her  ; 
and  let  her  know  the  llation  be  was  in,  and  that  he  had  ufed  roe  as  kind¬ 
ly  as  he  could  for  her  fake  :  He  further  faid,  that  to  oblige  roe,  he 
would  give  us  the  frigate  to  carry  us  to  land,  and  then  we  might  find  a 
lafer  way  to  Porto-Bello,  without  fear  of  falling  in  with  the  Dutch  fleet. 
After  dinner  I  conferred  with  the  captain  alone,  and  told  him  I  was  no 
Spaniard,  but  an  Englijhman  born;  (hewing  the  licence  which  i  had  ob-, 
tained  from  Rome  to  go  to  England ;  and  therefore  hoped,  that  as  1  was 
not  of  an  enemy  nation,  he  would  reftore  meroy  effedts.  But  this  little 
availed  me  ;  he  told  me  I  muft  fuffer  amongft'  thofe  with  whom  I  was 
found  ;  and  that  I  might  as  well  claim  all  the  goods  in  the  (hip.  I  then 
defired  he  would  carry  me  with  him  to  Holland,  by  which  means  in  my 
diflrefled  condition,  I  might  the  more  readily  get  home  to  my  native, 
country.  This  he  alfo  refufed,  telling  me  he  knew  not  when  he  fhould 
go  to  Holland  ;  that  he  was  to  continue  roving  about  in  thofe  feas,  and 
was  to  attack  every  Spani/h  (hip  he  met  with,  and  therefore  it  was  not: 
fafe  for  me  to  continue  on  board.  With  thefe  anfwers  I  tvas  obliged  to 
content  myfelf.  The  foldiers  and  failors  belonging  to  the  man  of  war^ 
were  bufily  employed  in  unloading  our  veffel  that  afternoon  into  their 
own  fhip,  leaving  me  my  books,  my  pidfures,  my  valuable  quilt,  in 
which  my  piftoles  were  concealed,  and  my  cloaths  :  The  captain  alfo 
gave  us  as  much  provifions  as  would  carry  us  fafe  to  land,  and  took  hit 
leave  of  us. 

We  returned  to  the  mouth  of  the  river  Sucre,  from  whence  we  had 
fat  out,  in  the  enuring  whereof  we  had  like  to  have  been  caft  away,  and 
do  to  have  loft  our  lives  as  well  as  our  treafure  ;  however,  we  landed 
fafe  ;  and  when  the  Spaniards  heard  of  our  misfortunes,  they  were  very 
kind  to  us,  and  made  a  charitable  collediion  for  us.  The  three  Spa¬ 
niards,  my  companions,  loft  all  their  money  and  the  beft  of  their  ap¬ 
parel  ;  but  they  had  referved  fome  bills  of  exchange  to  take  up  money 

?.C 


Hi 


The  Traveller. 


125 


,t  Porto  fend  I  with  I  had  taken  the  fame  precaution-,  and  turned 

;iny  money  into  the  like  paper.  We  were  at  a  lois  what  courte  to  take; 
fometimes  we  thought  of  going  to  the  river  De  /os  Angvelos,  but  were 
told  that  the  (hipping  there  was  either  already  gone,  or  certainly  wou! 
be  before  we  arrived  ;  and  they  run  the  fame  hazard  of  being  made 
prizes  as  we  had  :  We  thercfo.e  refolved,  by  the  charitable  a  fliflance  o* 

•the  Spaniards,  to  return  to  Carthago,  and  there  to  confult  further  what, 
to  do.  In  the  way  we  conferred  together  upon  what  we  had  laved  ; 
the  Spaniards  bragged  much  of  their  bills  of  exchange,  and  I  to.d  them 
I  had  faved  fomenting.  However,  we  agreed  to  plead  poverty  and 
mil'ery  all  the  way,  in  order  to  make  up  part  of  our  Ioffes  by  the  chanty 
of  well  difpofed  people.  When  we  came  to  Carthago,  we  were  indeed 
very  much  pitied,  and  large  collections  were  made  for  us.  V.  e  then 
con  foiled  with  our  friends  the  merchants  at  Carthago ,  what  way  we  had 
belt  to  take,  and  they  were  of  opinion,  we  had  belt  to  take  pskage  on 
•the  South-Sea,  for  Panama,  in  the  gulph  De  Salinas  ;  We  were  wil¬ 
ling  to  follow  this  good  advice  ;  and  accordingly  fet  out  from  Carthago 
fo,  the  .town  of  Nicoya  ;  the  way  was  very  mountainous  and  unplcalant, 
for  we  met  with  very  few  farms  or  towns,  and  thofe  confiding  of  wret¬ 
ched  poor  people.  Yet  NUoya  itfelf  is  a  pretty  town,  and  head  of  a 
'Spanrjb  government,  where  JuJlo  de  Salascar,  Alcalde- major,  entertain¬ 
ed  us  very  well,  anti  provided  good  lodgings  for  us  during  t.  e  time  we 
remained  there.  He  told  us  there  was  no  (hip  at  prefent  in  the  gulph 
De  Salinas  ;  but  he  doubted  not  one  would  be  there  very  fcon  from 
Panama ,  which  they  never  failed  to  do  once  a  year.  It  being  lent,  and 
the  friar's  chief  harveft,  I  thought  this  a  proper  time  to  get  fome  money 
•towards  making  up  my  Ioffes.  1  ftaid  in  this  town  from  the  beginning 
of  lent  until  Eafitr  week,  and  with  preaching,  faying  mafs,  and  otner 
ttipends,  I  got  a  hundred  and  fifty  crowns.  The  week  before 
we  heard  of  a  fhip  being  come  from  Panama ,  into  the  gulph  Le 
Salinas ,  to  load  with  fait ;  and  in  a  few  days  the  mailer  of  her  came  to 
Nix  ox  a,  with  whom  the  three  Spaniards  and  myielf  agreed  ior  our  pa  - 
fageto  Panama.  The  frigate  was  foon  laden,  and  we  went  on  board, 
hoping  to  make  our  port  in  four  or  five  days  :  but  tne  fir.;  day  we  a 
lail,  we  were  driven  by  a  wind  and  florm  towards  Peru ,  until  we  got 
under  the  equinoctial,  where,  by  excefiive  ftorms  and  intolerable  heat, 
wealmoft  defpaired  of  our  lives,  and  though  we  had  provisions  enough, 
yet  we  almolt  perilhed  for  want  of  water,  having  not  a  drop  for  four 
days,  infomuch  that  we  were  at  lalt  obliged  to  drink  our  own  urine.  In 
this  dill  retted  condition  we  befought  the  mailer  to  make  to  fome  of  the 
many  iflands  round  about  us,  to  feek  for  water,  which  he  refuted  to  do, 
a  (Turing  us  that  he  would  land  us  that  day  at  Panama  :  However,  the 
wind  beginning  to  flacken.  and  we  almolt  dead  with  thirft,  we  flill  im¬ 
portuned  the  matter  to  make  one  of  the  iflands,  and  he  (till  obfhnately 
xefufing  our  reqtieft,  the  three  Spaniards  and  fome  of  the  Tailors  mutiny  ■, 
and  with  their  (words  drawn,  vowed  they  would  kill  the  captain  im. 
mediately,  if  he  any  longer  refufed  to  relieve  them.  He  finding  their 
naked  fwords  at  his  bread,  agreed  to  go  to  an  ifland  not  aoove  t wo  or 

three  hours  fail  from  us.  We  all  got  on  Ihore  as  fatt  as  we  could  in  the 

boat 


126  The  Traveller. 

boat  to  feek  for  water  to  allay  our  third  :  The  place  where  we  landed 
was  uninhabited  :  and  as  we  draggled  about  in  queit  of  tome  fpring,  it 
was  my  misfortune  to  get  loft  in  rhs  woods  ;  where  I  wandered  about 
a  long  time  ;  at  laft  1  got  to  the  fhore,  and  found  the  boat  was  gone  ; 
I  began  to  confider  myfelf  as  a  dead  man.  either  by  famine,  or  dcftin’d 
to  be  murder’d  by  lavages,  or  devoured  by  wild  bcafts  :  I  made  fignal* 
and  hail’d  the  fhip  but  all  in  vain,  no  owe  anfwer’d  me,  but  J  could  not 
difcover  the  boat  about  the  (hip  ;  then  getting  as  high  as  I  could  upon 
the  rocks,  I  at  laft  difcover’d  it  upon  the  next  ifland,  which  made  me 
fomewbat  eafy,  not  doubting  but  they  would  come  to  fee  tor  me  before 
they  departed  :  I  therefore  came  down  to  the  (hore,  and  refrefhed  my 
mouth  with  fome  harries,  which  I  found  upon  the  buihes  ;  but  I  waa 
grown  fo  weak  and  faint  with  heat  and  thirft,  that  I  expefted  nothing 
but  death  :  At  laft  I  thought  I  would  ftrip  myfelf,  and  go  into  the  fea 
up  to  my  neck,  hoping  that  would  refrefh  me,  which  f  did,  and  cowing 
out  again,  and  fitting  in  a  cool  (hade,  I  fell  fad  afleep  :  In  which  rime 
the  people  in  the  boat  came  to  l'etk  for  me,  they  fearched  about  but  could 
not  find  me  ;  they  hallowed,  and  I  was  in  fo  derp  a  flrep  that  it  did  not 
awake  me;  whereupon  they  imagined  I  was  dead  or  ioft  ;  till  looking 
more  narrowly  amongft  the  bullies  they  dilcovered  me  fall  afleep. 
When  they  awaked  me,  I  was  rejoiced  to  fee  them,  and  afked  them  if 
they  had  got  any  water  ;  they  bid  me  get  up,  and  be  of  good  cheer  ; 
for  they  had  water  enough,  andalfo  oranges  and  lemons,  which  they 
had  got  upon  the  next  ifland,  where  they  met  with  Xpatif}  inhabitants, 
who  were  very  kind  ;  when  I  canle  to  the  boat,  1  drank  up  a  whole 
pot  full  of  water  ;  but  my  ftomach  was  i'o  weak,  1  prefeBtly  threw  it 
up  again  ;  they  then  perfuaded  me  to  eat  an  orange,  and  my  ftomach 
would  not  bear  it.  The  people  thought  I  would  have  died  in  the  beat 
before  I  couid  have  got  to  the  fliip,  where  they  put  me  to  bed  in  a  bur¬ 
ning  fever,  and  l  lay  that  night,  expecting  nothing  but  death,  and  that 
the  fea  would  be  my  grave.  After  a  very  troublefome  night,  in  ths 
morning  my  ftomach  began  to  gather  ftrength,  and  I  could  eat  and 
drink  a  little,  and  to  walk  about.  In  the  evening  we  got  to  Puerto  tie 
Pcrico,  where  we  caft  anchor,  expecting  to  be  fearched  in  the  morning; 
but  that  night  (the  mafter  of  the  fhip  being  gone  afhore)  the  wind  turned 
and  blew  fo  ftrong,  that  we  loft  our  anchor,  and  were  drove  almolt  in¬ 
to  rhe  ocean  again  ;  and  it  was  with  the  greatdl  difficulty  we  recovered 
our  former  ftation  of  Puerto  de  nerico  ;  from  which  place,  after  being 
fearched,  we  went  on  with  full  fail  for  Panama  ;  being  near  the  port, 
but  without  an  anchor,  the  wind  once  more  blew  us  back  ;  and  had 
not  the  mafter  of  the  veflel  fent  us  an  anchor  from  the  fhore,  we  fhould 
certainly  have  gone  out  to  fea.  We  wonder’d  what  misfortune  had  befal¬ 
len  us;  fome  died  out  there  was  a  Jonas  on  board,  and  wifhea  he 
might  be  dilcovered,  that  they  might  throw  him  over,  Whilft  we  were 
debating  about  this,  the  wind  came  fair  again,  and  we  got  fafe  into 
Panama.  I  immediately  went  on  fhore,  and  betook  myfelf  to  the  cloi- 
fier  of  the  Dominicans,  where  I  ftaid  almoft  fifteen  Days,  viewing  the 
city,  which  is  governed  like  Guatemala,  by  a  prefident  and  fix  judges; 
in  it  is  alio  a  court  of  chancery,  and  it  is  a  biihop's fee.  It  had  more 

llrengch 


The  Traveller.  127 

ftrenstb  towards  the  Couth  fea,  than  any  pert  I  had  feen,  amd  Come  ord¬ 
nance  planted  for  the  defence  of  ic  ;  but  the  houles  are  very  weak,  be¬ 
ing  only  built  of  timber  ana  boar  is,  lime  and  dene  being  not  to  be  had; 
the  president's  houCe  and  the  cathedral  walls  are  all  of  boards,  The 
heat  here  is  very  extraordinary  ;  the  cool  water  of  the  Cocoa,  is  the 
women’s  chiefeft  drink,  though  Come  drink  chocolate  and  wine  from 
Peru.  It  is  efteemed  one  of  the  ricued  places  in  America ,  having  by  land 
and  the  river  Cbagre,  commerce  with  the  north  fea,  and  by  the  fouth, 
trading  with  all  Peru ,  the  Eafi  Indies ,  and  Mexico.  Thither  is  brought 
the  chief  treafure  of  Peru,  in  two  ©r  three  great  (hips,  which  lie  at 
anchor  at  Puerto  de  Perico,  about  three  leagues  from  the  city  ;  for  no 
great  veffel  can  come  nearer.  The  city  coniilts  of  about  five  thoufand. 
lnhabuants,  and  maintains  at  leaft  eight  cloiliers  of  friars  and  nuns.  ( 
was  much  afraid  of  the  heat,  and  therefore  was  refolved  to  make  all  us 
hade  I  could  out  of  it. 

Intending  to  go  to  Porte -Bello  by  the  river  Cbagre,  to  avoid  the  diffi¬ 
culty  of  travelling  over  the  mountains  by  land  ;  l  let  out  from  Panama 
at  midnight,  for  a  place  called  Vent  a  de  Cruzes,  about  ten  or  i  2  leagues 
by  land,  through  a  very  plain  and  plcafant  country.  Before  ten  o’clock 
in  the  morning  we  got  to  Venta  deC>  usees,  where  live  none  but  mulattoes 
and  b'askmoors,  who  belong  to  the  flat  boats,  which  carry  the  merchan¬ 
dize  to  Porto- Belle  But  I  found  very  good  entertainment  amongd  tbefe 
people,  who  defired  me  to  preach  to  them  the  next  fabbath  day,  and 
gave  me  twenty  crowns  for  a  feunon  ard  proceffion.  After  flaying  there 
five  days,  the  boats  fet  out  :  We  met  with adifficult  paiiage,  though  it 
wa*  down  the  dream,  fometimes  by  realon  of  the  fhoals,  fometimes 
by  reafon  of  boughs  and  trees,  which  were  obliged  to  be  cut  away  : 
After  the  full  week  there  fell  plenty  of  rain,  by  the  help  of  which  we 
got  to  the  fea  in  about  1 2  days ;  at  the  point  we  landed  at  the  cattle,  and 
ttaid  half  a  day  to  refrefli  ourfelves.  The  governor  of  the  cattle  was  a 
noted  wine  bibber  ;  and  plied  us  ftoutly  with  that  liquor  ;  he  wanted  a 
Chaplain  for  himfelf  and  foldiers,  and  greatly  importuned  me  to  fupply 
that  place,  but  matters  «f  more  importance  called  me  away  ;  and  fo  I 
took  my  leave  of  him,  and  he  prefented  me  with  fome  frelh  meat,  fifh, 
and  conserves  :  We  then  went  out  to  fea,  and  kept  rowing  arong  fhore 
towards  Porto- Bello,  until  the  evening,  when  we  anchored  behind  a  lit¬ 
tle  Ifland,  defigning  to  enter  the  haven  the  next  morning,  1  he  Black- 
moors  kept  watch  for  fear  of  the  Hollanders ,  who,  they  laid,  often  lay 
in  wait  thereabout!  to  take  the  boats  that  came  from  the  river  Cbagre  ; 
but  we  pallid  the  night  in  fafety,  and  in  the  morning  got  to  Porto-Bel!*, 
which  haven  weobferved  to  be  very  flrong,  with  two  cattles  at  the  mouth 
and  another  further  up  in  the  port. 

I  coaid  not  help  being  uneafy  when  I  found  the  Galeons  were  not 
come  from  Spain,  knowing  it  was  an  extravagantly  dear  place.  My  firft 
thought  was  to  provide  myfelfa  lodging,  which  at  this  time  were  plen¬ 
tiful  and  cheap ;  nay  fome  were  offer’d  me  gratis,  with  this  provifoe, 
that  when  the  Galeons  came,  I  mutt  either  leave  them,  or  pay  a  dea? 
fate  for  them.  However,  a  kind  gentleman,  who  was  the  king’s  tiea- 
furer  falling  in  difcoiarfe  with  me,  pronaifed  that  I  fhould  be  cheaply 
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lodged  even  when  the  lhips  came,  and  lodgings  were  at  the  higheft  rite. 
Accordingly,  making  ufe  of  his  authority.  He  went  to  feck  one, -which* 
might  De. mine  during  the  Hay  of  the  fleet,  it  was  no  larger  than  to 
contain  a  bed,  a  table,  and  a  ftobl  or  two,  and  then  fcarce  room  to 
open  and  flint  the  door  ;  and  they  demanded  of  me  for  the  ule  of  it' 
about  a  fortnight,  fix  fcote  crowns.  For  the  town  being  fmall,  and  ! 
the  fold iers  who  came  with  the  Galeons  for  their  defence,  at  leaf*  four 
or  five  thoufand,  befides  merchants  from  Peru,  from  Spain,  and  man/ 
otner  places,  to  buy  and  fell,  every  little  hole  is  filled,  and  fetches  an  i 
incredib/e  price  for  its  rent,  during  the  time  of  the  fair.  I  knew  a 
merchant  who  gave  a  tboufand  crowns  for  a  fmall  fnep  to  fell  bis  mer¬ 
chandize  in,  the  fame  year  that  I  was  there,  and  that  only  for  fifteen 
days,  while  the  fleet  continued  in  that  haven,  I  thought  it  a  great 
hardfnip  to  give  fix  fcore  crowns  for  a  place  which,  for companfon. 
wax  but  a  moufe  hole,  and  told  the  king’s  treafurer  ]  had  been  lately’  : 
Jobbed  at  lea,  and  could  not  poilibly  comply  with  it  ;  but  the  man  of 
the  houle  would  not  abate  one  farthing  ;  whereupon  the  good  treafurer', 
pitying  my  condition,  offered  to  pay  the  landlord  three  fcore  crowns  of 
K*  jf  J  dould  pay  the  reft,  which  I  was  forced  to  doi  or  lie  with  all  my 
tnefts  in  the  ftreet.  Neverthelefs  I  would  not  go  into  my  hole  untif 
the  fleet  came,  but  accepted  of  another  fair  lodging,  which  was  offer’d 
me  for  nothing  Whilft  f  was  waiting  for  the  arrival  of  the  Galeons', 

‘  flc5?  d  UP  a  Lttle  money  by  maffes  and  offerings  ;  and  for  two  fermons 
which  I  pre  arched,  I  received  fifteen  Crowns  for  eachl  What  furpri fed 
me  the  moft,  was,  to  fee  the  gangs  of  mules  which  came  to  this  town  Is-* 
cm  with  filtrer  from  Panama,  in  wedges,  in  one  day  I  counted  200 
welch  had  nothing  elfe  ;  they  were  unladen  in  the  publick  market  place/ 
ind  there  laid  in  heaps,  like  Hones  in  the  flreet,  without  arfy  fulpicioa 
of  being  loft.  1 

In  about  ten  days  the  fleet  came,  which  confided  o?  eight. Galeons  and' 
ten  merchant  fhips,  and  I  was  then  obliged  to  take  to  rr.y  hole.  It  was' 
wonderful  to  behold  the  multitude  of  people  in  the  Hreets,  which  the 
week  before  were  empty.  Then  began  the  price  of  all  fom  of  provi-. 
nort?  to  rife  immediately  :  A  fowl  was  fold  for  1  z  rials,  which  before  I 
had  bought  for  one;  a  pound  of  beef  for  two  rials,  when  I  had  before 
bought  thirteen  pounds  for  half  a  rial,  and  fo  of  all  other  provifions  • 
Which  were  fo  exceffive  dear,  that  J  took  to  living  upon  fifli  and  tortoifes* 
which,  being  very  plenty,  were  thecheapeft  meat  I  cpuld  eat.  Here  was 
thegreateft  buftle  I  ever  faw  in  ail  my  life  before  or  fince  ;  merchants 
all  felling  by  wholefale,  and  not  receiving  coin’d  money,  but  wedpes 
of  filver  by  weight,  which  were  brought  down  by  the  inland  merchant* 
*rom  Peru ,  Panama,  and  other  places,  to  buy  goods  to  fupply  the  vai 
continent  of  South- America  ;  the  fhipping  in  the  mean  time  loading 
chiefly  with  wedges  of  filver  ;  fo  that  fdare  boldly  avouch,  that  there 
is  not  fo  great  a  fair  in  the  whole  world  as  this  of  Porto- Bello. 

A  very  Angular  affair  happened  unto  me  in  the  town  of  Porto- Belle/ 
which  I  am  delirous  of  publilhing  to  all  the  world:  As  I  was  one  day  1 
faying  mafs  in  the  Chief  church,  after  the  confec'ration  of  the  bread,  hav- 
tag  my  eyes  fhut,  and  rehearling  that  prayer  which  the  church  of  Rome \ 
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calls  the  Memento  for  the  dead,  there  came  from  behind  the  altar  a  moufe, 
Which,  running  about,  came  at  1  aft  at  the  very  confecrated  bread,  or  wafer 
God  of  the  papifts,  and  taking  it  in  his  mouth,  ran  away  with  it,  unper- 
■  ceived  by  any  of  the  people  who  were  at  mafs,  becaufe  the  altar  was  high 
and  the  people  all  kneeling  below.  As  fooh  as  I  open’d  my  eyes,  I  mifs’d 
the  bread  God,  and  looking  about,  faw  the  moufe  running  away  with  it. 

I  I  was  at  my  wit’s  end,  not  knowing  what  to  do  ;  I  thought  if  I  took  no 
liotice  of  it,  and  any  oneelfe  fhonld  obferveit  ;  I  might  be  juftly  cenfured 
liy  the  inquifition  for  my  carelelfnefs  ;  I  therefore  called  the  people  to  the 
altar,  and  plainly  told  them,  that  whilft  I  was  in  my  Memento  prayers  and 
meditations,  a  moufe  had  carried  away  the  facrament,  and  that  I  knew  not 
what  to  do,  unlefs  they  would  help  me  to  find  it  again :  They  called  a  prieft 
who  was  near  at  hand,  and  he  prefently  brought  in  ntore  of  his  profefhon, 
who  with  lighted  candles  fearehed  about  the  altar  for  the  facraligious  thief, 
which  had  run  away  with  their  God  ;  and  after  much  enquiry,  they  found 
in  a  hole  in  the  wall  the  facrament  half  eat  up,  which  with  great  joy  they 
thok  out  5  and  as  the  Ifraelites  rejoiced  when  the  ark  was  brough  t  again  from 
the  PbiliJUnes,  fo  they  rejoiced  for  their  new-found  God .-  Many  people  now 
reforted  to  the  church,  and  with  feveral  lighted  candles  and  torches,  a 
folemn  procefiion,  accompany’d  with  mufick,  was  made  of  the  half-man- 
:  gled  facrament  round  the  church.  I  continued  all  this  time  upon  my  knees, 
fearfully  expediting  what  judgment  would  be  paffed  upon  me  ;  and  as  the 
lacrainent  palled  cyme,  I  ofcferved  in  it  the  mark  of  the  teeth  of  the  moufe. 
This  (truck  me  with  horror  :  I  called  all  my  philofophy  to  my  affiftance, 
and  w'as  fully  convinced,  that  wiiat  I  faw  was  a  real  fubftance  abtually 
gnawed  and  eaten  by  "that  vermine  ;  for  if  the  moufe  had  not  fed  upon 
fubftance,  how  could  the  marks  of  its  teeth  lo  plainly  appear  ?  But  no  Ro¬ 
man  Catholick  will  readily  allow',  that  it  fed  upon  the  fubftance  of  Chrift’s 
body  ;  therefore,  by  a  plain  confequence  it  follows,  that  it  fed  upon  the 
fubftance  of  bread  :  And  therefore,  to  my  full  fatisfaction,  Tranfubjlmtiation 
was  here  confuted  by  a  moufe  ;  which  mean  and  bafe  creature,  God  chofe 
to  convince  me  of  my  former  doubts  and  errors  ;  and  that  the  Tranfubfian- 
tiation  taught  by  the  church  of  Rome,  is  a  falfe  and  monftrous  dobtrine. 
Thefe  impreflions  at  that  time,  were  fo  ftrong  upon  me,  that  I  firmly  re- 
folved  within  rnyfelf,  that  it  was  actually  bread  that  was  eatcn.in  the  facra-. 
ment,  after  conlecration,  and  that  the  glorious  body  of  Clirift,  which  is 
in  Heaven,  cannot  be  upon  earth,  fubjebt  to  the  hunger  and  violence  of  a 
creature.  Here  Ire folved,  that  if  I  had  been  queftioned  for  my  carelelfnefs, 

I  or  for  my  contempt  of  that  Romijh  facrament  (which  might  perhaps,  be  the, 
judgment  of  the  Spaniards,  who  knew  me  to  be  an  Englijhman)  that  I  would 
facrifice  willingly  my  life  for  the  Proteftant  truth  ;  and  it  was  fome  com¬ 
fort  to  my  aftlifted  foul,  that  this  difcovery  fully  fatisfied  me,  that  thofe 
who  had  exploded  the  errors  of  the  church  of  Rome,  and  brought  about  the 
S  glorious  reformation,  were  it  in  the  right  way  to  falvation  :  And  therefore 
I  refolved  to  bear  with  patience  whatfoever  erodes  might  befal  me  in  rny 
wTay  to  England.  However,  the  event  of  this  accident  did  not  produce  any 
trouble  to  me  ;  for  the  Spaniards  attributed  it  to  the  carelelfnefs  of  the  per- 
fon  who  had  the  care  of  the  altars,  and  not  to  any  contempt  in  me  to  the 
facrament.  The  part  of  the  wafer,  which  was  left  after  the  moufe  had  fil¬ 
led  her  belly,  was  laid  up  in  a  tabernacle  for  that  purpofe  :  And  becaufe 
fuch  a  high  contempt  had  been  offered  to  their  bread  God.  by  that  little 
vermine,  it  was  proclaimed  through  the  ftreets  of  Porto-Bello,  that  all  the 
people  Ihould  humble  themfelves,  and  fall:  with  bread  and  water  only.  And 
I  thought  it  proper  to  keep  my  lodgings  for  a  day  or  two,  until  the  com- 
nuftion  was  a  little  over. 

This  place  is  very  unhealthy  during  the  time  of  the  fair,  and  the  year 
that  I  was  there,  above  500  merchants,  mariners,  and  foldiers,  died  of  the 
flux,  and  other  disorders';  and  they  told  me  the  fevers  and  fluxes  carry  oft' 
kuhdreds  every  year  during  the  time  of  the  fair,  being  in  a  very  hot  feafon: 
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Therefore,  for  the  accommodation  of  inch  perfons  as  (hall  be  taken  fickat 
fuch  times,  there  is  a  fine  large  hofpital  built  in  the  town,  called,  De  Juan 
dr Dios,  where  many  friars  attend  the  fide,  and  take  care  of  the  burial  of 
the  dead.  Don  Carlos  de  Ybarra,  admiral  cf  the  fleet,  fearing  the  great 
licknefs  which  happened  this  year,  made  hafte  to  begone,  notwitliftanding 
he  was  informed  there  were  four  or  five  Englifi  and  Dutch  men  of  war  wait¬ 
ing  ac  fea  to  nick  up  fome  good  prizes  out  of  this  great  and  rich  fleet.  I  be¬ 
gan  to  tremble,  having  been  fo  lately  ftript,  and  thought  of  fecuring  my- 
l'elfi  in  one  of  the  beft  and  ftrongeft  galeons  ;  but  when  I  came  to  treat  for 
pailage  in  one  of  them,  they  would  not  carry  me  under  300  crowns,  which 
was  a  great  deal  more  than  I  could  afford  to  rive  :  I  therefore  was  about 
addrefling  myfelf  to  fome  mafter  of  a  merchant  mip  to  agree  for  my  paflage, 
when  meeting  with  my  old  friend  the  treafurer,  and  making  my  cale 
known  to  him,  he  again  pity’d  my  calamities,  and  recommended  me  to 
the  mafter  of  a  merchant  fliip,  called  the  St.  SebaJHan.  I  no  fooner  add  rels  d 
myfelf  to  him  in  my  friend’s  name,  but  I  prefently  found  him  willing  to 
accept  of  my  company,  promiling  to  carry  me  for  nothing,  and  to  board 
meat  his  own  table,  only  for  my  fervice  as  a  Chaplain  5  and  further  pro- 
mifed  to  make  me  fatisfaftion  for  every  fermon  I  preached,  befides  my 
faying  prayers  and  mafs.  All  things  being  in  readinels,  wre  fet  fail  for  Car¬ 
thagena  ;  and  the  fecond  day  we  difeover’d  four  fail  of  fliips,  which  cau  fed 
the  merchantmen  to  keep  clofe  to  the  galeons,  trailing  more  to  their 
ftrength  than  their  own  :  Our  flap  being  a  prime  lailer,  always  kept  herfelf 
fafe  under  the  wings  of  the  admiral  ;  but  the  Hollanders  found  opportunity 
to  carry  off  two  fliips  in  the  night  before  we  got  to  Carthagena.  I  obferverf 
the  Spaniards  feemed  to  be  in  great  fear  of  the  Englijh,  when  we  came  near 
the  iflancl  o t  Providence,  called  by  them  Santa  Catarina,  faying,  the  i Hand 
was  a  den  of  Englijh  thieves,  which  always  annoyed  their  veffels  coming, 
from  Granada  and  Porto-Bello  to  Carthagena .  However,  we  failed  by  with¬ 
out  any  difturbance,  and  got  fafe  into  the  port  of  Carthagena,  being  ftill 
followed  by  the  four  Dutchmen,  as  far  as  they  durft  for  fear  ot  the  cannon  of 
the  caftle;  but  they  took  no  more  of  our  fliips  than  the  two  aforementioned. 

We  ftaid  at  Carthagena  about  eight  or  ten  days,  during  which  time  I  went 
afliore,  and  found  fome  of  my  countrymen  prisoners  there,  who  had  been 
taken  at  fea  by  the  Spaniards:  There  were  about  a  dozen  of  them,  and  I 
was  glad  to  fee  them,  but  durft  not  fhew  them  too  much  countenance  for 
fear  of  being  fufpefted;  yet  I  foon  got  acquainted  with  fome  of  them,  who, 
being  ordered  for  old  Spain,  were  very  defirous  of  going  in  the  fliip  with 
me  3  upon  which  I  intreated  the  captain  to  carry  four  of  them,  which  he 
readily  condefcended  to.  Amongft  thofe  was  one  Edward  Layfield,  a  man 
of  good  capacity  and  underftanding,  with  whomlhad  much  difeourfe  con¬ 
cerning  points  or  religion,  and  by  whom  I  was  informed  of  fome  tenets 
profefled  by  proteftants  mEngland,  which  my  confcience,  (whilft  in  America') 
much  inclined  to.  I  was  very  fond  of  his  company,  and  found  him  of  much 
fervice" to  me.  I  therefore  often  requited  his  kindnefs,  by  fpeaking  in  his 
favour  to  the  mafter  and  Tailors,  who  were  too  forward  in  abufing  him  and 
the  other  prifoners,  treating  them  like  flaves.  At  Carthagena  we  were  in¬ 
formed,  that  fixty  fail  of  Hollanders  were  waiting  for  the  galeons,  which 
llruck  no  little  dread  into  the  Spaniards  ;  and  a  council  was  called,  whether 
the  fleet  Ihould  winter  there,  or  go  to  Spain  ;  but  at  laft  it  was  difeovered 
to  be  a  falle  alarm,  raifed  by  the  Carthaginians,  who  for  their  own  profit 
wanted  the  fleet  to  ftay  there  all  winter.  The  admiral  Don  Carlos  faid,  he 
did  not  fear  a  hundred  fail  of  Hollanders,  and  therefore  he  would  go  on  for 
Spain ,  hoping  to  carry  the  king's  treafure  fafely  thither. 

We  failed  therefore  from  Carthagena  and  arrived  at  the  Hansanna  in  eight 
days,  where  we  ftaid  eight  days  more,  waiting  for  the  fleet  from  Vera  Crux. 
In  this  time  I  took  a  view  of  the  place,  more  efpecially  of  that  ftrong  caftle 
mounted  with  twelve  guns,  called  the  Twelve  ApoJUes,  and  obferved,  it 
Goulddo  little  damage  to  an  army  by  land,  marching  from  theriver  Matanfes. 
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I  alfo  vifited  the  mother  of  the  mulatto  captain,  who  pluptk red meat 

r  -jnri  hip  treated  m“  very  kindly,  but  much  lament-u  tne  ims  o 
&  “ho  £  abandoned  his  country!  I  lpe.it  much  of  mytnne  an  v*mg 
mvtioor  countrymen  the  prifoners  ;  but  eipecially  one  capt.  .Roufe,  alalia  t 
commander,  who  complained  to  me  offome  id  uiage  he  had  reedvedm  the 
vedei  he  came  in  :  This  daftardly  behaviour  towards  a  pi  donei  our  bra  v 
could  not  put  up  with  ;  and  he  therefore  unwilely  challenged 
any  on»  of  thefe  abuiive  cowards  to  meet  him  m  the  fields  of  tne  Ha-vann  , 
anu  end  the  difference  bythefword;  winch  mr.  Layfield 
and  it  save  me  great  concern  ;  for  fear  many  ot  them  would  fall  upon  Inn 
at  once  and  blely  murder  him,  being  well  acquainted  with  the  vile mnd 
blood-thirfty  dilpolitions  of  the  Spaniards.  I  therefore  lent  for4capt.  Rouje 

*3* S  where  I  lodged,  ondhrevai.ed upon lum  by  m, o 

defiit  from  fuch  a  dangerous  enterpnfe.  The  r  Jt  ot  poor  comxtr) 
were  now  in  great  diftreis  and  want,  whom  I  relieved  to  the  belt  ot  my 

abThe' merchant  goods  and  the  king’s  revenue  being  fliipped,  and  all 
th:no-s  in  -ead  nefs  for  our  departure  for  Spain ,  we  waited  lor  nothing  but 
Si  feet  from  Vera  cL,  which  Ihould  have  met  us  hereon  the  8th of 

Shelter.  But  theadmiral  finding  it  ftaid  longer  than  rttetnne^pomt^, 

-md  fearino-  the  weather  and  the  new  moon  ot  that  month,  ^  winch 
commonly  proves  dangerous  in  the  gulpit  o  {Bahama,  0  r  tpV 

rm  longer  -  and  therefore,  on  fabbath-day  morning  we  failed  out  ot  the 
harbnim  of  Havanna,  (being-  in  all  27  ’  foips.  with  thofe  ^  met  m  there 
fro  n  Honduras,  and  the  Illands)  and  when  we  got  into  the  main  lea,  \^e 
wa^fatT^iting  for  the  pilot  who  was  to  deer  us  t  Wgh  the  gtdph 
Of  Bahama.  Bat  that  night  we  wilh  d  ourielves  again .  m the  ha 1  ,  f 

gining  we  were  encompailed  by  a  ftrong  fleet  ot  Day  men  o t  war  , 
we  could  plainly  perceive  many  large  ftrange  Ihips  neai  us.  p  ' 1 

council  of  war  was  called,  and  all  preparations  made  tor  an 

next  morning  5  and  orders  were  lent  to  the  mere  whffh  I  was  glad 

themfelves  •  Oar  ihip  was  ordered  to  attend  the  admual,  which  1  was  giaa 
of^liinkms  that  the  fafeft  place:  Our  men  all  feemed  courageous,  and 
ready  to  encase  •  but  for  my  own  part,  I  liked  not  luch  martial  clifpoutions, 
howeve°r  our°capSn  took'care  of'a  place  of  fafety  for  me  and  flowed  me 
amnno-ft  fome  calks  in  the  bed-room  :  And  all  the  night  1  had  enougn  to 
do  in  hearing  the  failors  confeffions,  who  faid  they  would  not  engagC  W- 
orri;e  contentedly  until  they  had  obtain  d abfolution :  So  that  tow  aids 
■  m^ne  Thad more  need  of  Vp  than  fighting,  grievoufly  tired  with 

hearing  fo  many  horrid  abominable  fins  But  'wTm oTeeded  fr^ 

foon  dilcovered  our  fear  to  be  without  caufe  j  and,  tbe 

.  our  friends  and  not  our  enemies;  for  the  ihips  which  feU  m  with  us  m 
nio-ht  were  the  fleet  that  we  expe&ed  from  i/era  Cru*  ,  and  had  been  in 
lamp  narmirlc.  havimr  made  all  things  ready  for  an  engagement  in  the 


ing,  our  doubts  and  fears  loon  luhlidect,  oui  !  a  u 

and  nothing  was  heard  from  Ihip  to  ftnp,  but  four idmg  9^  ^ 

joyful  acclamations  and  falutations.  But  amid  t  as  -  j  •fT’them 

all  cz  fail  fvet  we  not  knowing  how  many  ihips  they  Lad  with  tnem  r  . 

^rctl^noVthey  how  man?  we  brought  out  of 

glers  got  in  amongit  us  unknown  ;  out  “P*  pnloners  .  'yhcfl/  two 

of  them  to  be  an  En$lift>  man  ot  war  called  the  hep_  •  . .  ^i.er  , 

having  got  the  wind  of  us, _  fingled  a  Ihip  out  ot  the  fleet, 

whole  broad-iide,  fhe  prefently  ftrucic,  and  t.rny  c«in  -  •  having 

the  leaft  danger  of  relief  from  fo  great  and  nughty  a  fLee.  ,  lhe  ha  y, 

ftraggied  too  far  from  the  reft  of  the  Ihips.  'A'8 2otte&- 
Hrif. and  had  been  forced  into  the  tong  s  lerv.ee  m  An »°pg « 
dies  ;  Hie  was  laden  With  lugai-s,  ana  other  rich  commodities,  and  cheeked 
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worth  eighty  thoufand  crowns.  This  whole  affair  did  not.laft  .half  an  hour, 
and  fire  was  carried  aw'ay  under  our  very  nofes  ;  the  Spaniards  raving  and 
fvvearing,  and  fome  of  them  curfing  the  captain,  faying,  he  had  ftruck  out 
of  revenge,  becaufe  he  had  been  forced  into  the  king’s  fervice.  Orders 
were  immediately  given  for  the  vice-admiral  and  two  more  of  the  galeons 
to  purfuethem  ;  but  all  in  vain,  the  wind  was  again  ft  them,  and  they  could 
make  no  hand  of  it.  It  was  with  great  difficulty  I  reftrairted  the  Spaniards 
from  reeking  their  revenge  upon  the  Engiijb  Prifoners,  who  could  not  for¬ 
bear  fmilingat  this  agreeable  fcene  to  them. 

That  atternoon  the  fleet  from  Fera  Cruz  took  their  leave  of  us,  and  went 
into  the  Havanna ,  not  being  furnillied  with  provifions  to  go  on  to  Spain  ; 
and  wre  failed  for  Europe,  fearing  nothing  at  prefen  t  but  the  guLph  ok  Ba¬ 
hama,  through  which  we  gat  fafely,  by  the  affiftance  of  fuch  fkilful  pilots  as 
Our  admiral  had  chofen,  and  hired  for  that  purpofe.  But  notwithstanding 
all  their  flcill,  we  were  very  near  being  caft  away  one  night  'upon  the  rocks 
of  Bermudas,  had  not  the  breaking  of  the  day  fortunately  given  us  timely 
notice  to  avoid  them.  For  which  the  Spaniards ,  inftead  of  giving 
thanks  to  Heaven,  began  to  curfe  the  Engiijb,  who  inhabited  that  'iiland, 

) faying,  they  dealt  with  the  devil,  and  always  railed  ftorms  in  thofe  feas 
when  the  Spani/b  fleet  paffed  that  way.  From  hence  we  failed  on  fuc- 
..  cefsfully  until  we  made  the  Weftern  Illands,  w'nere  we  were  very  defirous 
of  taking  in  fefh  water,  that  we  had  taken  in  at  the  Havanan  beginning  to 

■  drink  and  turn  yellow  ;  but  the  rigid  admiral  would  not  permit  it ;  though 
he  afterwards  repented  of  his  raflmefs,  and  wifhed  he  had  been  in  one  "of 
thofe  harbours  ;  for  the  night  following  a  moft  dreadful  ftorm  arole,  which 
continued  for  eight  days,  wherein  oneihip  was  loft,  and  two  of  the  galeons 

4  were  in  great  danger  ;  and  the  whole  fleet  were  obliged  to  wait  for  them 
till  they  had  repaired  their  damages.  After  this  ftorm  was  over,  we  had  a 
•  favourable  wind  to  Spain,  when  we  firft  diicpver’d  Cadiz  ;  and  here  fome 

■  of  the  fleet  left  us  j  but  moft  of  them,  and  amongft  the  reft  the  fhip  I  was 
in,  wrent  for  San  Lucar.  November  a8,  17-57,  we  came  to  an  anchor  there 
about  one  of  the  clock  in  the  afternoon  :  And  before  night  I  went  onlhore, 
with  the  other  paffengers  :  I  firft  intended  to  have  gonf  "immediately  to  the  ] 
cloifter  of  A.  Dominick,  where  my  old  friar  Fab  to  de  Londres,  was  yet  living, 
who  I  knew  would  be  over-joyed  to  fee  me:  However,  I  thought  fit  tire 
firft  night  to  enjoy  my  friends,  both  Spaniards  and  Englifn,  who  had  corne 

fo  long  a  voyage  with  me  5  and  I  could  pafs  that  night  more  agreeably  in  1 
fome.  ordinary  than  in  a  cloifter,  where  I  expected  but  a  poor  friar’s  fup- 

-  per,  a  hard  and  mean  lodging,  with  the  noife  and  rattling  of  bells  at  mid- 
.  flight,  to  cab  the  drowfy  friars  to  their  matins,  which  would  much  difturb 

-■  ray  reft  5  besides  a  thouland  trifling  queltions  which  would  be  alked  me  by 
old  Londres  concerning  the  Indians,  where  I  had  reiided  fo  many  years. 
That  night  therefore  I  betook  myfelf  to  an  Engiijb  ordinary,  where  I  re- 

-  frelhed  myfelf  and  my  poor  prisoners,  to  whole  care  they  were  for  that 
night  committed  by  the  matter  of  the  fhip,  upon  my  word,  to  fee  them 
forth-coming  when  called  for.  The  next  morning  I  fent  my  honeft  friend 

.  Lay  field  to  the  cloifter  with  a  letter  to  old  Pablo  de  Londres,  who  on  the  firft 
notice,  came  to  welcome  me  home  from  the  Indies ;  and  after  very  little 
■•  difcourfe,  he  acquainted  me,  that  there  were  fhips  in  the  harbour  ready  to 
fail  for  England.  The  old  friar  being  of  a  decripit  and  doting  age,  thought 
every  day  a  year  that  I  ftaid  there,  and  (not  knowing  the  fecrets  of  my 
heart)  already  judged,  that  the  converfion,  or  turning  many  proteftant 
1  fouls  to  popery,  waited  my  coming.  I  was  more  defirous  to  be  gone  than 
.  he  could  wilh  me,  to  my  native  country,  from  whence  I  had  been  abfent 
almoft  24  years.  My  firft  thought  after  my  arrival  was,  to  caft  off  my  friar's 
weed,  and  to  put  on  fuch  apparel,  -whereby  I  might  no  more  appear  a  wolf 
in  fheep  scloathing,  but  might  go  boldly  to  rr.y  own  country,  to  Ihew  and  i 
'  reiake  known  the  candour  of  my  heart,  and  the  purity  and  lincerity  of  my 
thoughts.  With  the  (mail  means  therefore  left  me  after  almcit  a  whole  year’s 
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journey  from  Peta.pa.to  San  Lucar  (haying  yet  about  a  hundred  crowns  left 
I  bought  me  a  fuit  of  cloaths  of  an  Rnglijb  taylor,  and  prepared  to  depaitfor 

CHAP.  XVI. 


The  authors  arrival  ^England,  with  the  reception  he  met  with  there  by  hs  friend: 
and  relations  :  His  journey  to  Rome,  and  many  other  parts  of  Europe  ;  His  re¬ 
turn  to  England':  His  renouncing  the  errors  of  the  church  of  Rome,  and  embra¬ 
cing  ike  protefi ant  religion  3  with  the  precautions  he  met  with  thereupon .  lhf 
ccnduficn. 

rr^HREE  or  four  (hips  were  ready  to  fail  for  England,  and  I  was  in  doubt 
4  which  tochufe  ;  I  had  thoughts  of  going  in  the  firft,  in  which  mj 
friend  Layjield  embarked,  and  all  the  Englifh  pnfoners,  who,  when  they  ar¬ 
rived  in  Spain ,  were  let  at  liberty,  and  permitted  to  return  home.  Rut  the 
providence  of  God  diverted  my  intentions  of  going  on  board  this  veliel  ;  or 
■other wile  I  had  been  a  Have  in  Turkey  ;  for  the  next  day  after  that  hip  let 
out,  (lie  was  taken  by  the  Harks,  and  carried  away  with  all  the  Enghjh  pn¬ 
foners  in  her  to  A'giers.  , 

The  tenth  day  after  my  arrival  at  San  Lucar,  I  embarked  on  board  a 
fhip  belonging  to  Sir  William  Curtin ,  commanded  by  an  hon eil  Fleming, 
named  Adrian  Adrian  fen,  who  lived  at  Dover  ;  with  whom  I  agreed  lor  my 
palfage  and  diet  at  his  own  table.  We  were  favoured  with  lo  prolperous 
■a  wind,  that  we  arrived  at  Dover  in  thirteen  days,  where  I  landed  amongit 
fome  other  palfengers,  and  the  lliip  proceeded  on  for  the  LJowns  ;  from 
Dover  I  took  poll  with  Come  Spaniards  and  an  lrijh  colonel  to  Grave} end, 
from  whence  we  took  boat  to  London.  And  here  I  was  put  to  lome  ci.h- 
jculty  for  want  of  my  mother  tongue  ;  for  I  could  only  fpeak  a  few  broken 
words,  which  occalioned  me  to  fear  that  E  fhould  not  be  taken  toi  an. 

■  Envliftmian  born.  Yet  I  thought  my  kindred,  (who  knew  I  had  oeen 
many  years  loft)  would  by  fome  means  or  other  acknowledge  me,  and 
take  notice  of  me,  if  I  at  firft  addrefted  myfelf  to  them.  ^  The  firll  there¬ 
fore  of  my  name  whom  I  got  intelligence  of  was,  my  lady  Penelope-  Cage, 
widow  of  Sir  John  Gage,  then  living  in  St.  James's,  to  whom,  the  next 
.  morning  after  my  arrival  in  London,  I  addreiled  myfelf  in  order  to  dncover 
my  nearer  relations.  When  I  came  to  my  lady  Gage,  after  a  ihort  con¬ 
ference,  fhe  acknowledged  me  to  be  her  kinfman ;  and  finding  told  me, 

*  I  talked  more  like  a  Welchman  than  a wEngliJhman.  However,  fhe  enter¬ 
tained  me  very  kindly,  and  lent  a  fervant  with  me  to  one  of  my  brothers  m 
Long- Acre,  who  happened  to  be  at  that  time  in  the  county  of  Surry  ;  but 
hearing  of  my  arrival  in  London ,  he  fent  a  liorfe  and  man  to  wait  upon  me 
to  an  uncle’s,  who  lived  at  Gaytan,  who  received  me  very  lovingly,  as  a 
loft  and  forgotten  nephew,  with  whom  I  kept  my  Chrijlmas  ;  I  was  then 
fent  for  to  mr.  Troman%  of  Cbeamy  another  relation,  with  whom  I  con- 
tinued  until  twelfth  day,  and  then  returned  to  London  with  my  brother. 

I  now  began  to  expoftulate  with  my  younger  brother  (knowing  he  had 
been  prefent  at  my  father’s  death,  and  had  been  a  principal  manager  m 
the  ordering  and  executing  his  laft  will  and  teftament)  concerning  whgt 
child’s  parftwas  left  unto  me.  To  which  he  made  anftver,  that  my  father 
indeed  left  him,  and  my  brother  the  colonel,  and  two  other  fons  by  a 
fecond  wife,  and  my  own  filler,  every  one  fomething;  but  to  me  nothing, 
nay,  that  at  his  death  he  did  not  fo  much  as  remember  me ;  which  troubled 
me  very  much,  and  put  me  in  mind  of  the  angry  threatning  letter  which 
I  had  received  from  him  in  Spain  before  my  voyage  to  America,  becaule  I 
refufed  to  become  a  jefuit.  I  made  little  reply  to  my  brother  at  that  time: 
But  afterwards  upon  many  occafions,  I  told  him  I  would  have  the  will 
produced,  and  would  by  a  courfe  of  law  endeavour  to  procure  a  child  s 
part.  And  he  as  often  allured  me,  that  I  Ihould  never  want  for  any  thing 
I  could  defire  whilft  I  continued  in  England.  After  I  had  been  a  ftiort 

time  in  London,  my  kinfman  at  Cheam  earneftly  importuned  me  to  live  with 

him. 
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him.  I  had  not  been  there  many  weeks,  before  my  uncle  invited  me  to 
Ms  houfe  at  Gayton,  offering  me  my  board  gratis,  a  horfe  and  man  to 
wait  upon  me,  and  twenty  or  thirty  pounds  a  year  for  pocket  money. 
Here  I  continued  a  twelvemonth,  refining  myfelfinmy  native  language, 
and  (though  altogether  unknown  to  my  uncle  and  relations)  fearchiug 
into  the  doctrine  and  truth  of  the  protefta.it  religion  as  profeiied  in 
England-.  For  which  caufe  I  made  many  journies  to  London,  where  I  pri¬ 
vately  reforted  to  fome  churches,  efpecially  to  St.  Paul's,  to  hear  divine 
fervice  and  the  word  of  God  preached  •,  but  took  all  poffible  care  not  to 
he  feen  or  known  by  any  papiit.  By  my  frequent  coming  to  London,  I  fell 
into  converfation  with  Dade,  Popkam,  Craft:,  funnel,  and  Brown,  Englijb 
and  Irifh  Dominican  friars  ;  I  found  both  their  difeourfe  and  actions  bale, 
lewd,  light,  and  wanton,  like  the  Spanijh  and  Indian  friars  ;  which  made 
me  again  refleft  upon  the  popilh  church,  upheld  by  fuch  pillars.  My 
brother  was  in  fuch  favour  at  the  court,  that  he  was  fent  over  by  the 

2ueen  with  a  rich  prefent  to  a  popifii  idol,  named  our  lady  of  Sicbem  in 
ie  Low  Countries.  He  told  me  he  doubted  not  but  in  a  Ihort  time  he  Ihould 
be  made  a  bifhop  in  England,  being  a  roman  catholick  prieft  ;  and  that  I 
ihould  live  with  him  until  he  could  procure  me  fome  preferment,  which  he 
allured  me  would  not  belong.  By  this  difcourie  I  perceived  this  no  leai’on- 
able  time  for  me  to  difeover  my  fecret  intention  and  purpofe  of  heart. 

One  time  coming  from  Surry  to  London,  1  happened  to  be  difeovered  and 
known  to  one  Gray,  an  officer  of  ftate,  who  had  a  large  commiffion  for  ap¬ 
prehending  feminary  priefts  and  jefuits  :  He  afterwards  met  me  in  Long- 
Acre,  and  followed  me  as  far  as  Lincoln' s -Inn  wall,  where  he  clapped  me  on 
the  fhoulder,  and  faid,  he  had  a  commiffiion  to  carry  me  to  the  council- 
table,  or  beforfe  one  of  the  principal  fecretaries  of  ftate.  I  fpoke  to  him  in 
Spanijh ,  thinking  thereby  to  dii'engage  myfelf  :  But  he  told  me  plainly  thfe 
iham  ihould  not  take,  that  he  knew  me  to  be  an CEngliJbman  born,  that  my 
name  was  Gage,  that  I  was  brother  to  col.  Gage  and  to  rar.  Georg:  Gage ,  and 
that  before  he  parted  from,  me,  I  mult  talk  Englijb  to  him.  Hethen  carried 
me  to  a  tavern,  where  he  began  to  rifle  my  pockets  for  papers  :  Ke  after¬ 
wards  told  me  I  muft  go  before  one  of  his  majefty's  fecretaries.  J  replied  I 
was  willin'-  togobefore  the  archbilhop  oi  Canter  bury  or  Sir  Francis  V/indebank. 
He  fouled”  faying  I  knew  well  enough  whom  to  chule  to  examine  me,  that 
I  might  be  favoured  and  protected  ;  but  he  would  carry  me  before  neither  of 
tiem,  but  before  mr.  fecretary  Cooke.  Fearing  from  his  expreflions  that  it 
might  go  hard  with  me,  andperceiving  him  tobegreedy  of  money,' I  offered 
him  twelve  {hillings,  being  all  the  caff  I  had  then  about  me,  and  gave  him 
my  word  to  meet"  him  the  next  day  at  any  place  he  would  appoint,  with 
a  fuller  purfe :  He  accepted  of  my  money  for  the  prefent ;  and  appointed 
me  to  meet  him  the  day  following  at  the  angel  tavern  in  Long- Acre  ;  and 
for  that  time  difmifted  me.  Being  thus  freed  from  him,  I  went  immediately 
to  my  brother  George,  and  acquaintedhim  with  what  had  happened  tome, 
■the  money  I  had  given  Gray,  and  what  I  had  further  prom i led  him.  My 
brother  flew  immediately  into  a  violent  paflion,  called  Gray  a  knave  and 
a  rogue,  that  he  could  not  anfwer  what  he  had  done,  and  that  he  would  have 
Ms  commiffion  taken  from  him.  He  then  rebuked  me  for  giving  him  money. 
Calling  me  a  novice  and  unexperienced  in  the  affairs  of  England.  I  anl'wered 
my  brother,  that  the  man  had  permitted  me  to  go  at  large  upon  my  word  of 
honour,  and  therefore  I  was  refolved  to  meet  him  and  make  him  fatisfaffion 
according  to  my  promife.  To  this  my  brother  would  by  no  means  acquiefce, 
but  faid  he  would  meet  himhimfelf;  which  he  accordingly  did.  and  formy 
■word’s  fake  gave  him  fome  money  ;  yet  neverthelefs,  he  carried  him  before 
fignor  Con,  the  pope’s  nuncio,  who  grievoufly  threatened  him  if  ever  he 
jnoiefted  me  again.  My  brother  then  went  with  me  to  Sir  Thomas  Howard, 
a  roman  catholick  knight,  defiring  him  to  introduce  meto  Sir  Francis  Winde- 
bank,  principal  fecretary  of  ftate,  which  being  performed,  I  related  to  Sir 
Francis  the  whole  affair.  The  fecretary  understanding  who  I  was,  told  me 

for 
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for  the  future  to  fear  no  officer  whatfoever ;  that  Gray  was  a  fool  ;  and  that 
if  he  or  any  other  perfon  ffiould  dare  to  ftop  me,  to  come  immediately  to 
him  Though  I  could  not  help  being  pleafed  to  receive  lo  much  favour  and 
protection,  yet  I  could  not  help  thinking  it  grange,  that  an  orticer  whowas 
anno  in  ted  to  fearch  for  and  apprehend  pnefts  and  jefuits,  and  had  acorn-. 
miffion  in  his  pocket  for  that  purpole,  ffiould  be  thus  lnubb  d  and  abufed 
for  doins:  his  duty.  I  was  therefore  much  troubled  in  mind  ana  conscience, 
Sthat  thYs  conniving  at  prieto  and  jefuits  could  be  of  no  ole  to  n>. 
in  nubifffiino-  my  delign  to  alter  my  religion.  .  .  t 

I'  refolved  therefore  once  more  to  leave  England ,  and  to  travel  into  feveral 
countries  in  Europe,  both  amongft  papifts  and  proteftants,  to  try  n  I  could 
mee^whh1  anybetter  fatisfaftioi  °  at Rome  in  that  religion,  or  inland 
Germany  amormft  the  reformed  proteftants;  for  at  this  time,  all. Was  con - 
fullondn  England  between  the  king  and  his  parliament  ;  and  malicious 
feuds  and  party  animofitics  ran  io  high,  that  an  impartialman  could^t 
form  anv  fiitisrictorv  judgment  which  was  in  the  right.  I  wrote  therefore 
to  the  general  of  the  Dominicans  at  Rome,  (without  whole  licence  I  could 
not  lo  thither)  defiriim  he  would  be  pleafed  to  lend  me  his  letters  patent  to 
come  to  that  city,  to  confer  with  him  upon  lome  points  of  religion,  which  ae 
readily  lent  to  me.  My  uncle  recommended  to  my  care  lome  bulinefs  of  his 
own  which  he  had  to  tranfad  there,  and  furmffied  me  with  money  ffifficient 
for  fo  loim  a  journey  :  But  my  chief  d  pendance  was  upon  my  brother,  col. 
Gage ,  then  in  the  Low  Countries,  whom  I  did  not  know,  nor  had  ever  feen. 

frinhadC  noother  pafs  to  take  (hipping  at  Dover,  except  a  letter  from  one 
Popbam,  a  Dominican  friar  in  London,  to  Sir  John  Manhood,  governor  of 
Dover  caftle,  by  the  intereft  of  which  letter  I  was  Inhered  topafs  u  nmole  ft  ed, 
without  being  examined  or  fe arched  ;  and  with  a  good  wind  we  aruved  at 
Dunkirk  in  four  hours  :  And  from  thence  by  Newport  and  Bruges  I  went  to 
Ghent  -  not  far  from  whence  my  brother  lay  m  field  with  Ins  regiment 
ao-ainft  the  Hollanders.  He  rejoiced  to  fee  me,  and  being  acquainted  with 
my  journey  to  Rome,  he  furniffied  me  with  more  mony,  and  when  I  had 
informed  him  of  the  bufinefs  I  was  to  tranlaft  tor  my  uncle  at  Rome  he me- 
commended  me  to  the  marquifs  de  Seralvo  (then  at  EruJeU)  and  other 
great  men,  defiring  them  to  give  me  letters  of  recommendation  to  their 
Friends  at  Rome :  by  which  means  I  obtained  one  to  Don  Francifco  Barbarize, 
the  pope’s  nephew,  and  one  of  the  chief  cardinals  then  in  Rome,  and  others to 
cardinal  Cucua  and  cardinal  Alhornos,  both  Spaniards.  By  reamn  of  the  wai 
between  France  and  the  Low  Countries,  I  durft  not  make  my  journey  the 
neareft  way  through  France,  but  took  the  fafeft  way  through ^Germany  ;  be- 
fides  I  was  defirous  of  examining  and  informing  myfelf  of  the  tenets  of  the 
proteftant  Lutheran  church  in  that  country.  I  paged.  through  Bmijfels, 
Namur,  • Liege ,  and  Cologn  ;  from  which  laft.  place  I  failed  down  the  Rhine  to 
Frau  ckfort,  arriving  there  in  the  month  of  September,  at  the  time  of  the 
great  fair;  from  whence  I  was  certain  of  meeting  with  merchants  travelling 
to  all  parts  of  Italy.  In  Franckjort  I  frequented  the  Lutheran  church  ;  and 
during  my  fortnight's  fiay  in  that  city,  I  had  often  thoughts  of  declaring 
myfelf  of  that  religion,  and  difciaim mg  the  church  of  Rome,  thinking  that 
there  I  might  be  fecure  and  fafe,  and  lie  concealed  from  my  brothers  and 
relations,  who  in  England  would  not  firffer  me  to  live  a  proteftant:  But  I 
again  concluded  how  hard  it  would  be  for  me  a  granger  to  lubfift  there, 
and  to  get  a  livelihood.  Wherefore,  at  the  end  of  the  fair,  .  fet  out  in, 
company  with  feveral  merchants  for  Italy,  and  having  paged  through 
many  famous  and  ftately  cities,  I  arrived  at  Rome  ;  where  I  delivered  my 
letters  to  the  cardinals  ;  of  whom  the  two  Spaniards  I  found  proud  and 
ftately;  but  Don  Francijco  Basharin;,  (who  was  intituled  the  protector 
of  England)  was  of  a  more  gentle  nature,  kind  and  loving.  I  perceived  by 
his  difeourfe,  that  he  knew  much  of  England,  and  defined  to  know  more, 
propounding  to  me  many  quefdons  concerning  the  ftatc  o.  the  kingdom. 
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and  more  efpecMly  concerning  Dr.  Laud,  archbiffiop  of  Canterbury,  whom. 
r  a^ei^  very  much.  He  told  me  he  thought  the  creatino-’an 

Englijh  cardinal  at  Rome  might  be  of  great  confequence  towards  converting 
the  whole  kingdom.  There  was  great  ftruggling  at  Rome  for  this  cardinal’s 
-cap  between  Sir  V/dliam  Hamilton,  then  agent  for  the  queen.  Sir  Ken elm 
Digby,  Sir  Toby  Matby,  and  Sir  Walter  Montague.  And  thus  it  was  credibly 
reported  in  Rome,  that  either  a  Hamilton,  a  Digby,  a  Matby,  or  a  Montague , 
would  be  made  _  an  Englijh  cardinal  that  year,  whereby  I  perceived  that 
England  was  coming  near  to  Rome  as  to  her  religion  ;  and  that  my  prof’elThm 
and  following  the  truth  in  my  native  country  was  blafted,  and  that 
in  vain  I  had' come  from  America  for  fatisfaflion  of  my  Coiricience  in 
England.  I  found  fuch  exorbitances  and  debaucheries  in  the  lives  of 
rome  of  the  cardinals  themfelves,  whilfl  I  v/as  in  Rome,  who  at  midnight 
£-eeI1  ta^en  ’n  nncivil  houfes,  and  got  clear  by  bribing  the  officers 
of  juihce,  that  I  plainly  faw  their  rengion  was  much  the  fame  as  in 
America,  among  the  Spccniar ds ,  a  fyfiem  of  wickednefs,  wantonefs,  lewd- 
nefs,  and  immorality.  Whereupon  I  refolved,  if  I  could'  not  live  in 
England  amongft  my  relations,  I  would  endeavour  to  fettle  in  France,  and 
aliociatre  myfelf  unto  the  belt  reformed  proteftant  church  I  could  find  there. 
A cooi'd irtgiy  I  got  an  order  from  the  general  of  Dominicans  to  live  in  the 
cioitter  of  Orleans,  from  whence  I  might  embrace  the  fifft  favourable  oppor¬ 
tunity  of  putting  my  intentions  in  pra&ice. 

y  et  I  had  got  this  order,  refofving  to  leave  nb  point  uheffiued,  that 
might  give  me  latisfaflion  in  the  Romijb  religion,  I  purpofed  to  try  what  d 
miracle  might  do  ;  and  hearing  riiuch  of  a  picture  of  our  lady  of  Loretto, 
and  that  (he  performed  miracles  ;  amongft  the  reft,  that  whoever  prayed 
before  her  in  the  ftate  of  mortal  fin,  would  caufeher  to  bluifh  and  fweat 
I  concluded,  that  if  the  doftrine  of  tranfubftantiation  and  other  tenets 
b7r^e  church  of  Rome ,  were  true,  certainly  the  piflure  would 
blulh  and  fweat,  when  fuch  an  unbeliever  knelt  before  her  as  myfelf.  To 
make  this  trial,  I  went  purpofely  to  Loretto,  and ,  kneeling  before  God, 
not  with  any  faith  I  had  in  the  jiifture,  I  prayed  earneftly  to  the  true 
ieaicher  of  all  hearts  that  he  would  infpire  and  enlighten  me  with  his  fpirit 
or  truth  tor  the  good  and  falvation  of  my  foul.  In  my  prayer  I  had  a  fixed’ 
and  lettled  eye  upon  tim  lady’s  picture,  but  could  perceive  it  neither  to 
iweat  noi  blufh  ;  upon  which  I  arofe  from  my  knees,  much  comforted,  and 
encouraged  in  my  refblution  to  renounce  and  abandon  popery. 

Whilft  I  was  thus  purfuing  my  refolution  of  going  to  the  cloifter  of 
Orleans,  a  favourable  crifts  happened  in  England,  by  anew  parliament  bein'1- 
ehofe,  and  an  army  railed  in  Scotland  for  reformation  ;  at  which  I  faw  th? 
papifts  and  jefuits  began  to  tremble,  faying  it  would  blaft  all  their  defigns 
of  eltablifhing  popery  there,  and  the  Englijh  cardinal’s  cap' was  po  mo  ref 
f^ken  of.  I  was  fo  elated  with  this  joyful  news,  that  I  refolved  to  putf 
Oft  my  journey  to  France,  and  return  to  England.  When  I  arrived  there, 
acceptable  time  was  come  for  me,  wherein  I  ought  not  tor 
diliemble  any  longer  with  God  and  the  world  ;  And  accordingly  I  made 
my  intentions  known  to  Dr. Brunrick  bifhop  of  Exeter ,  and  next  to  Mr. 
Shute  of  Lombard-Street,  from  whom  I  received  great  encouragement.  The 
bifhop  of  Exeter  carried  me  to  the  bifhop  of  London,  then  at  Fulham  ;  from 
whom  I  received  orders  'to  preach  my  recantation  fermon  at  St.  Paul's, 
winch  command  I  obeyed,  and  am  now  become  a  new  plant  of  the  church 
of  England:  by  which  means  I  am  forfaken  by  all  my  relations  and  friends: 
Uiit  in  a  little  time  I  had  a  benefice  bellowed  upon,  me,  whereby  I  am 
•nabled  to  live  comfortably.  1 

And  thus,  my  good  reader,  through  many  perils  and  dangers  by  fea  and 
jand,  I  am  at  laft  fettled  in  my  native  country,  my  doubts  and  fcruples  all 
removed,  arid  my  confcience  fully  convinced,  that  the  doririne  I  have  now 
♦mbraced  is  pure,  holy,  and  undefiled,  as  revealed  to  us  by  God  himfelf: 

I  o  whom' be  .glory  for  ever.  Amen. 

The  E  yV  D. 
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